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Uy dear Miss Kensingeri

In anawer to your letter of the 2lat
I think you d0 not quite realize tha
th: paper you sent me ia a communiat
pAper, ! ;

I have heard all of theae storles

many, many times, Frobably there 1a
a minute particle of truth in them,
:ut there is also a great deal of
alsehood, If aowe one 1a

back to his own opountry -hutg:inft.
is Latvia, Esthonla op Lithuania,

" completely ? ared to acoept the
mina

will find everything perfectly al
right. If, however, they were
already dielllusioned by havin
their government changed, end

not want to be elther fasclet or
communist ocontrolled, they are not
golag to 1like nummuniit oontrol
any better than they like the
fasolst. :

Russian do ion, naturally thu{

£
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It is perfeotly true that Germany
over-ran Latvia but befors that
the USSR had over-pun Latvia,

As to that ridloulous atory of ﬁu

ﬂngnd%m?::;mnlrklt and nug:d
only be e where no ou [
ewn to refute it oan Eﬂltiblo he
Eubluhnd. It is gam ably true
hat workers going Oanada have
to give a osrtaln percentage of
what theay earn to rlg;! the ocost
of trensportation, ey must be
:glt: :hat haro;'l ﬁt?:ér‘ la:n, but
& ars fo n to marry
for twuh’gsnrl and that they are
kept in slavery, having signed a
obntroot before they leave, I very
wuch doubt, I am quite sure they
are pald the prevalling wages.

Irena Filippova 18 a ocommunist.

Very sincerely youras,
2 i

—— S - -

i ‘
o
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dugunt 21, 1947

Dear Mrs, Hoocsevelt:

Balieving you to be deeply interssted in the plight of the
Displaced Farmons in Burope, 1 feel that the smelosed articles from
New Times may also be of interest to you, It is possible that you
have slready seen them and may even have thought of some way to bring
more light on this wery sad state of affairs. We who believe in you
in your deep sineerity and integrity, as we believed in that great and
good man, Franklin Boosevelt, feel that you are in a position to
perhaps more than anyone else in our coumtry to sea that justice
done to these victims of terrible oircumstance,

I have no hesitancy in saying that I believe this article
written by Irena Filippove to be trus. The piece rings with sincerity
and she gives names of pecple unhesitati . Sadly smough, from ex-
perience with the press in my own country, am compelled to eay that
the propagands she reports as appearing in the camp papers is eesily
understandable to an American who reads all sides of the question.
Personally, howsver, 1 sm greatly puzzled as to why the Anglo-American
governments of cccupation are so averse to having these unhappy people
return to their homeland., Could it be that, as indicated by the
article on the importaticn of "slave labor" into Canmds, these people
eould be looked upon as cheap lebor in foreign lands? This seems
increditls, Or is it the simple truth that the ocoupatiomn authorities
do not want people friemdly to the Soviet Uniom to return to their
hemes? Have you an answer to this that satisfies you, Mrs, Hoosevelt?
I am particularly puzzled sbout the little children. This is emough
to wring the heart of any mother.

May I at this time say something very personal and tell you
that for years one of the great hopes of my life has been that you
would visit the Soviet Union slone as I mymself did in 1937. I firmly
believe that such a visit from you at this time would be the best thing
that could happen to our coumtry amd to the world, I was dissppointed
that your recent visit did not teke in the USSR, The Russimns had
such high for your husband - such unbounded faith in hias
integrity. sm sure they muet feel much the seme toward you and it
seams to ma thet a friendly and understanding telk between you and
the Bussien lesders would do much to elear the air of the terrible
puspicion and fear that is elouding the world today.




Were Franklin Hoosevelt alive today it would be a very
different world, Just ms surely as he knew that friendship with
Hyssis was imperative to save the world from Hitler, so surely did
he know that our only hope of pesce lay in continued friendship with
the Soviet Union, EHow many people in this country todey long for
his great heart and his steadying hend at the helm in this trying
time a8 we had it through the dark days of war,

But, Mrs, Hoosevelt, there is much you can do that he
would heve weanted dome, I am very sure of it., MAa an Jmerican who is
torrified at the proapect of a war more horrible than any yet kmown
to mankind, I beseech you to do all thet you can, OGo alone to these
camps with a sympathetic interpreter. Go to the Baltic States and see
for yoursslf what is true and what is not. Oo on to Moscow and talk
with the Soviet pecple., I feel confident that there are millions of
people in our eountry who would applaud this couragecus actlion om
your part and wish you God speed.

Singerely and faithfully yours,

(ke :

Adele Kensinger
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Latvian Orphans and the Neustadt Displaced
Persons Camp

An Open Letter from lrena Fillppova fo Her

and to the

English Journalls!, Marjorle Bamks

THE PROBLEM of the displaced persons
has of late been figuring largely In the
press and in radio broadcasts. There are, as
we know, many hundreds of thousands of dis-
placed persons, and the public is naturaily in-
terested in their fate. Four and a hall months
ago | too belonged to their number. Far from
my homeland, among alien and hostile peo-
ple, for two and a hail years | sufiered hard-
ship, cold and hunger, and all the time | was
haunted by one painful thought: would I ever
live to see the day when I could eat my fill
even of plain black bread, but my own bread,
not the bread of charity?

The other day 1 read in the newspapers that
Marjorie Banks, an English journalist, spoke
over the London radio recounting her impres-
élons of “'a visit to dispiaced persons camps.”

Dear Miss Banks, Flearned that you had
conversed with many dispiaced persons in
various camps, and that all of them allegedly
toid you that they had no wish to return to
their home countries, because there was no
place for them there. I do not know what
camps you visited, or with which displaced per-
sons you talked, because for some reason or
other their names were not mentioned. It all
vividiy rem'nds me of my high-school days and

the mathematical problems with many un- .

knowns we had to solve. How | should like to
know the name of at least one of these un-
knowns!

Nor do I know, Miss Banks, whether you
have ever been forcibly torn from your coun-
try for any length of time. To judge from
what [ learn of your broadcast of May 7, you
have not. Only one to whom nothing Is sacred
or precious can speak so coldly and heartless-
ly of the most precious thing a person has—
his mother country.

I am not a journalist, and I have not made

Irena Fllippova was recent'y repatriated from a
displaced persons camp In the Britlsh zone ol occupa-
tion in Germany. This letter was originally prioted in
the newspaper {‘M on June 16, 1947,

1”

a tour of displaced persons camps. Nor can |
express my thoughts so skilfully and engag-
ingly. But I myself have lived man{ a long
month in one of these camps. It is the camp
in Neustadt, in the British zone of occupation
of Germany. There are three thousand Lat-
vians, Estonians, Lithuanians, Poles, Yugo-
slavs, Jews and other foreigners living in that
camp. If you, Miss Banks, did not take in that
camp in your trip, I wou!d advise you to pay
another visit to the displaced fbersuns in the
zone under the Iguardianslﬂp of your fellow-
countrymen. | left that camp at the end of last
year, and | do not think that much can have
changed in it since.

It is you that compelled me to write these
lines and request to have them made public
through the press and radio. And in order
that there may be no unknowns in my ac-
count, I will take the liberty of relating my his-
tory in a few words.

I am 27 years old. [ was born in the Riga
district, Latvia, and was brought up in intel-
lectual surroundings. | finished high school in
Rezekne not long before the outbreak of the
war. The war prevented me from enterin
university, and generally It made a wreck o
my life. | was young and naive, and like many
girls In my circle I waited passively until the
men would win the war and bring us back our
freedom. :

But one day in early August 1944 1 sud-
denly found myself a German slave. | had gone
to visit relatives in Ciekurkalns, in the out-
skirts of Riga. On the street | was stopped by
a German patrol, and since | had no document
on me showing that 1 was working for the
good of Hitler's Reich, I was arrested and to-
gether with other men and women conducted
to the labour bureau, Here | was assigned to
a German ammunition dump as a truck !nalder
and was sent to my place of work under con-
voy. Then, together with sixty other Latvian
women, | was transferred to a slave battalion
of the notorious Todt organization. On my
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own Latvian soil, under a guard of gendarmes,
I dug trenches for the German army and re-
paired roads. Then |1 was sent to Germany, to
work in a factory in Berlin. Even during the
worst of the air raids, when two or three thou-
sand Allied planes were hovering over Berlin,
we were not aliowed to descend to the bomb-
shelters: they were reserved lor Germans only.

“We have plenty of working animals. [t
won't matter much If you are killed,” we were
brutally told.

In the winter of 1945 I found myself at the
seaside resort of Kellenhusen, on the Baltic
coast, washing clothes in the basement of a
German military hospital. How [ lived through
that terrible winter I cannot tell. We laun-
drywomen and maids were fed exclusively on
spinach and cabbage, We were never even
given a potato, let alone bread. I recall with
shame and anguish that once, driven by in-
tolerable hunger, I slipped into the kitchen and
stole a piece of bread and a fish.

In the early part of May British troops
landed in Kellenhusen. We were jubilant—at
last the long-awaited day of freedom had
come; now we would return to our homes| But
two days later all foreigners were transferred
from Kellenhusen to another seaside resort—
Haffkrug. All Germans were evicted from the
town and twenty thousand foreigners installed
in their place. Soon a Latvian children’s home,
Latviesu Majoru bernu nams (Latvian Chil-
dren’s Home in Majoru), was brought to Hafi-
krug. It had been evacuated to Germany in
the autumn of 1944. With it were 110 boys and
10 girls of ages ranging from three to ten,
whose parents had been shot by the Germans
or consigned to prison or concentration camp.
The children were in terrible condition, dread-
fully pallid, with sunken feverish eyes, covered
with sores and ulecers, in the last stage of ema-
ciation, and clothed in rags. I was asked to be
UEE of their nurses, and | gladly accepted the
offer. |

s
When, with the aid of UNRRA, we had

clothed our charges and put some flesh back
on their bones, and they began to look like
normal children again, our manageress, llga
Hainis, after consulting with the “Latvian Na-
tional Committee™ in Liibeck, sent in requests
to the Red Cross to have all these children
adopted, and measures were taken to have
this done. We, thelr nurses, protested :Fnlmt
this, for it was known that the majority of
our charges were children of Soviet soldiers

TIMES 147

-

and officers who had fought the Nazis, and
not all of them, of course, could have been
killed in the war. It was also auhuqumtlf as-
certalned that the mothers of some of the
children had survived the Nazi jails. Moreover,
all the children without exception had relatives
in Latvia or Russia. We insisted that the chil-
dren should be repatriated, In order that their
parents or relatives might be sought out and
the children returned to them. UNRRA officials
interfered in the matter. The children were
returned to the home, the manageress was dis-
missed, and the home was temporarily placed
under the charge of the British Cross with
a view to having it sent back to Latvia. But
months passed and the home was not sent back
to Latvia, but only transferred to Klingenberg,
which is twelve kilometres from Liibeck.

I mysell began to press for my return home,
Instead, I was transferred to the displaced per-
sons camp in Neustadt. Here, as [ have already
said, there were over three thousand inmates.
The conditions were disgusting, we lived in the
filthy and ill-adapted barracks of a former
naval school, fifteen persons to a room. The
rations were miserly. For breakfast we
nothing, for dinner only three-quarters of a
litre of soup without bread, for supper 150
grams of bread and 30 grams of sugar or
honey, or conserves—one or the other. With
the exception of a score or so persons em-
ployed in the camp offices or with the guard,
and a few UNRRA truck drivers, none of us
had any work to do.

When we asked for work, we were recom-
mended either to become German citizens and
take a job in a German factory, or to go to
Canada or Brazil or some other South Amer-
fcan country. On the other hand, we were con-
stantly being fed with pro-fascist and anti-So-
viet propaganda and told all sorts of slanders
about our country, and urE:d not on any ac-
count to return to Soviet Latvia. This propa-
ganda was carried on in our camp by the Neu-
stadt “Latvian Committee,” which consisted
entirely of fascist elements who had actively
collaborated with the Germans. Here are their
names: Grosbergs, 45-46 years old; Silins,
lawyer, 45, Neimanis, schoolteacher, 34-35, and
Zanis Stolz, 35, The latter had occupled a high
post in the Latvian political department of the
German SD in Riga. The others also came
from Riga, but occupied smaller posts in the
SD or other German Institutions. No one hh:g,
elected them to the “committee.” They had
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been appolnted by the “Latvian Natlonal Coun-
cll” In Delmeoid, which Is headed by the nolo-
rious Latvian resctionaries and fascists Vald-
manis and Bersins, Incidentally, last year, on
Ligo Day (the Latvian natlenal summer [estl-
va.), Bersins visited our children's home and
delivered a long antl-Soviet speech In which
he wrged us Latvians not to relurn to our
counfry.

The Neustadt “committee” was actively sup-
ported In its propaganda by the legal office of
the camp. There are such institutions in all
‘the camps in the British zone, They are di-
rected, with the knowledge of the occupation
authorities, from Liibeck, by a certaln Subans,
who, It was said, had been either prefect of
police or superintendent of the jail in Dvinsk
during the German occupation, The business
of the legal offices Is to persuade Soviel citl-
zens fo tenounce thelr country, to lssue them
“staleless persons” certificales, and fo help
them to become citizens of other countries—
Germany, for instance, If they elect to stay
there, or Canada, Belgium or some other
country, il they consent to go there to work.
The legal offices ssued false documents to
many Latvian Hitlerites and war criminals,
helping them to comceal thelr Identity, fo
cover up their crimes and to escape the retri-
bution they deserve.

Lastly, the Neustadt “Latvian Commitiee™
had such a heavy battery at its disposal as the
press. Our camp daily recelved the following
newspapers In the Latvian language alone:
Latvijas Bals (Voice of the Latvians), Latvijas
Vards (Latvian Word), and Latvijas Vestnesis
{Latvian News), as well as the weekljes: Cels
Svesuma (Path Abroad) and Tauta Svesuma
(The People Abroad). In all, our camp received
twenty-five newspapers and journals in Lat-
vian, Estonian and Lithuanian, published under
British or American license, And all these pub-
lications were unanimous In ur us dis-
placed persons not to return to our land,
and frightening us with all sorts of horrors
that awaited us [f we did.

The Latvian-language pa
day in and day out assured us that RE‘: Was
in ruins, that there was no electricity, thai the
sireetcars were not running, that the theatres
and cinemas were closed, and that the streets
were choked with rubble and nothing was
done to clear them. Of the Russlans, who ha
saved mankind from Hitler's “new order,” they
Iibellously asserted that they were exterminat-

, for example,

lurq,ih- Latvians and their national
habits and customs whole manner of lile
We were constantly warned of the penalfles
we would olegedly suffer if we returned

ria,

In this way enmity s arlificially kindled, and
lles fabricated which In no wa er from the
fasclst propaganda of the ill-famed Goebbels.

It Is under such pressure that the three thou-
sand displaced persons, underfed and ach
and yea for their country and for wsel
work, are 'hﬁ,m the Neustadt camp. The
atmosphere in the camp is such, and the power
of the [ascists and semi-fascists on the “com-
mitiee” and in the legal office so unlimited and
uncontrolied, that no one dare speak of re-
turning home. If It is a man that ventures to
ask it, the fascist elementis of the camp guard
deal with him very simply—he Is taken aside
and beaten up. Then he Is accused of having
started the fight. If it Is a woman who asks to
be repatriated, then, with the tacit consent o
the British camp administration, she is
clzed, and often ennu%h left without
don't have to go far for examples. |
am a living Instance of such treatment. ¥
must a i m;eh:lmks, that hlm
state o alrs rrm
fer, for their own safety, to keep silent or
reply, when asked, that they have no desi
to return home. But vou are a journalist, an
should be trained to be observant, Can it
that you read nothing In the eyes of these un-
fortunafes? Can It be that their worn and pre-
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maturely a faces told you nothing? Or did
you prefer to Interview only the administrators
of the campa?

How can one be so bold as to publicly de-
elare that the displaced persons do not want
to refurn to thelr home countries? How can
one so Insult these unhappy people?

I often heard British officers and soldiers,

MhuBmkl.uﬂhlt"L:h
are stubborn things." Yes, lacts are stubborn
thines, and are not fo be evaded. Here are 2
few more of (hem,

already been transferred to the Friends
hmd!;ruo!dnﬂurhgﬂhmrﬂu
appealed to me to come home; she told me
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in the summertime (the letter was written last
summer), how lovely are its parks, gardens
and boulevards, with their flocks of playin

children and the pigeons which feed out o
their hands. We Rigans love our city and are
roud of it. Naturaﬁ , this letter soon became
ﬁnuwn to all the Latvians in the camp, and
they were all overjoyed that Riga was alive
and intact. But this simple message from home
at one blow upset all the designs of the “com-
mittee” chiefs. They did not like this letter at
all. They wouldn't. it was proc.aimed Red prop-
aganda, dictated to my sister by the Cheka
under threat of death—and 1 was declared to
be a silly and irresponsible girl. This was in
September 1946.

But no matter what they said of me, after
I received this letter 1 was determined more
than ever to return home. And with this deci-
slon, at the risk of my safety, I went to the
director of the camp, Captain Carnell of the
Canadian army. He was shocked by my re-
quest. After a few minutes’ reflection, he said
that this was the first time in his experience
in Germany that any displaced person had ap-
plied to him with a request to be repatriated.
Apparently owing to my “youth and inexpe-
rience” | did not quite realize what a risk I was
running by my thoughtless decision to go back
to those “barbarous Russians."” Nevertheless,
1 was not to be dissuaded, and Captain Carnell
in the end was forced to give me a letter to
his chief in Liibeck, Major Sturt of the British
army.

What he wrote in effect was: "I am sending
you a young and irresponsible lady and request
you to talk to her about her frivolous wish
[these two words were underlined by Carnell]
to return home to Latvia, If the young lady
should persist in her intention, please tell her
how lo go about it...."

And the conversation I had with Captain
Carnell was repeated all over again, except
that Major Sturt was extremely solicitous
about my health and worried that I might
catch cold en route, By way of explanation,
I shou'd mention that, between the time of my
first application to Captain Carnell in the lat-
ter half of September 1946 and the time 1 re-
ceived the letter from him to Major Sturt over
six weeks had elapsed, and it was now the end

of autumn and the cold weather had really set in.
" To cut a long story short, In the end | got
Major Sturt to send me to the Soviet Repa-
triation Mission in Libeck, and In the latier

gart of November 1946 I left for Latvia. On
anuary 9, 1947, | arrived in Riga.

I do not think It necessary to refute the
malicious and deliberate lies spread amoang the
inmates of the Neustadt camp about my coun-
try. The truth is stronger t falsehood. All
I will say is that, in spite of the exceptionally
severe winter, we in Riga l'ved in warm houses,
brightly lit with the electricity supplied by the
restarted Kegumska hydroelectric station on
the Daugava (Western Dvina).

I have been work now for several
months at the Bolshevichka ﬁfnrmerly Buffalo
and Latvijas Kokvilna) Textile Mill, as secre-
tary to the manager. | get a good salary and
am very happy in my job. | hope in the autumn
to begin studying to enter university.

Early in May, elections of members of the
trade union committee were held at our mill
and the mill girls and office stafi at their gen-
eral meeting elected me by secret ballot sec-
retary-treasurer of the mill committee. 1 was
overjoyed by the confidence shown in me by
my fel.ow-workers. Being a trade union func-
tionary is a greal honour, and I devote all my
spare time to trade union work. And just now
there is much to do. The summer holdays
have begun and our committee has bought
out of its own funds places for thirty mill
hands in sanatoria and rest homes on the Riga
riviera and in the Crimea and the Caucasus.
Ours Is a large mill and so far we have re-
ceived few places, and they have to be proper-
ly distributed, so as to see that the best and
most aeserving of the workers get them, These
places will cost our working women nothing,
and moreover we shall pay their fares there
and back. The mill management Is also acquir-
ing a number of pleces out of its own funds.
All this, of course, does not mean that any
operative or office clerk, not to mention fore-
men and engineers, cannot at their own ex-
pense spend their summer holidays in any san-
atorium or rest home or make a tourist ex-
cursion through the counlry.

In conjunction with the management, we are
arranging in addition to send nearly all the
children of our employees of sc or pre-
school age to the seaside for the whole sum-
mer. The cost will be covered partly out of
the trade union's social Insurance fund and
partly out of the management's fund. The
parents will have to contribute only a very
small sum, roughly ranging from 10 to 20 per
cent of the cost of maintaining one child at
the summer camp.
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In this connection, | should like to revert to
the question of the children who are still at
Klingenberg, in Germany, What crime have
these Liny beings committed thal they are not
being sent home to thelr mothers or relatives?
I do not know how, but the mothers of lour
of my former charges recently sought me out.
COne of them lives in Moscow, the other thres
in Liepaja, And they all specially came lo Riga
to learn about the lale ol their children, Hera
are their names: Zinalda Mazharova, mother
of seven-year-old Yurl Mazharov; Tatyana
Gurtovaya, mother of elght-year-old Nikolal
Gurtovoy; Yevdokia Serdyukova, mother sl
eight-year-old Yurl Serdyukov, and Maria
Mukhamedova, mother of six-year-old Viclor
Mukhamedov, Their fathers, cfficers In the
Soviet Army, were killed In action, herolcally
d:imdnglhelr couniry and saving the na-
tions of Europe from fascism, yel the Brilish
occupation authorities are keeping thelr .
dren in Germany and nol sending them back
to their home and the mothers who bore and
suckled them.

I ask you, dear Miss Erh:;]nrie Banks, da
you clalm that these boys of six, seven and
eight, too, do nof want to return to thelr
mothers? How Is It you did not see (hess
things when you loured the displaced persons
camps? Or are not “Iindependent” journalists
expecled lo talk aboul such lhings in your
“free" press?

In conclusion, I would like to say & few
words lo my [riends and [ellow-countrymen, [
want to lell you, dear folk, thal your country
Is waiting for you, ifs sons and daughters.
Work will be found lor all of you, and oh, how
sweet and delicious Is the bread grown on
one's own native soil—not the bread of char-
ity, bul bread infused with the generous sap of
the Latvian land!

I appeal to you, Edit Plelfer, and your hus-
band, Janis Kalnin. Who among the Latvian in-
tellectuals and true lovers of Iﬁm arts does not
know you, dear Edit, you who lor so many
{:ur: was Latvia's prima ballerina, or your hus-

nd, our well-known composer? When [ go to
our opera house and see the ballets “Don Quix-
ofe” or “The Fountain of Bakhchisaral,” with
their rich new costumes and new gorgeous set-
tings, or hear my favourite operas, “The Bar-
ber of Seville,” or "R'goletto,” or “The Queen
of Spades,” or “Carmen,” | always think with
%:In and griel of you, dear Edil, and your hus-

nd. You, o gifted ballering, Id & strange

country and among strange e, have to earn
your llving dan on tables to the accompa-
niment of your h # first-class mgmr.
In English clubs for the amusement ol British
officers as they sit sipaulng their whiskey. You
-are sifl too young and too g’m«ﬂwkhg fo ex-
change the great stage of the real theatre for
dublous triumphs in an English cabaret In oc-
cupled Germany.

Don't believe the liars of the “committees™
and “centres.” Thess adventurers and politic-
al scoundrels were never patriots of our Laul-
via, They have always traded in our country,
and from established habit they are doing so
now, all the more since the way hack to
country Is barred to them and thelr foreign
masters pay well. But honest le like you
your country will welcome back as a mother,
who will forgive and comfort and caress with
her healing and soothing hand.

I also appeal to you, my dear friends, Rosa
Briedis and Marta Belova. Take your yo
charges from Klingenberg, those {iny eil
zens of our Latvia, and come back home with
them. Germany or any other forelgn country
is no place for you Latvian women, Only don’t
abandon the children, and remember that un-
til you have returned them to their mothers
you stand in the place of father and mother
to them. Remember this and save the chidren;
be firm and persistent. Right is on your side.

And 8 few words to you, my [riend, Pauls
Eimanis. You are young, and you have a fine
profession. The other day [ went to the Riga
docks to find out whether m-fﬂlﬂg navi-
gators were needed. [ was told that they were
not !:n neaded ih:"rre. In:thl]m hld!ymnudrd“'
at t lepaja and Venispils ports, wi
shipping season is now In full swing. They told
me that they needed afl sorts of seamen. Get
away from the camp now, before you have
forgotten your navigetor’s eraft and have not
lost the knack of your beloved profession, Stop
doing the work ol an labourer in
alien Bremen, and come home. th:n Riga
are expecting you. It Is very lovely here
now, with the whole city swathed in vivid

and gorgeous . In a word, everything
Is s it was of old, belore the war.
Cordial greetings from - your motherland,

dear friends and fellow-counirymen. Greeti
mﬂ?okmﬂremmMMllhu

pRY mmmmm
May we meet soon In our homeland.

Riga, May 28, 1947 IREHA FILIPPOYA
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INTERNATIONAL LIFE

NOTES

A STRANGE PROCEDURE

More than elghteen months have elapsed
since the United Natlons General Assembly
decided to set up & Commission for the Con-
trol of Atomic Energy.

On December 14, 1946, the General Assem-
bly passed a resolution on regulation and re-
duction of armaments, {n which It was spee-
ified that one of the primary and most urgent
aims was to expedite the prohibition of atomic
and other weapons of mass destruction and
their elimination from natlonal armaments,

The peopies of the world are following the
deliberations of the Atomic Energy Commis-
slon with the deepest interest, and expect it
to take concrete measures to achieve the aims
sel by the United Nations with the least pos-
sibie delay.

However, the Commission Is making little
headway,

The reactionary press of the United States,
Great Britain and other countries Is irying to
lay the biame for the small progress made in
this field on the “obsinacy” of the Sowiet
Union. But the lacls tell a different story.

At a meeting of the Alomic Energy Com-
mission on June 11, 1947, A. A. Gromyko, the
Soviel representative on Lhe Security Coun-
cil, submitted recommendations supplementing
and developing the proposals made by the So-
viet Government on June 19, 1946,

The Soviel proposals are motivated by a
desire to expedite the implementation of the
United Nations' decision fo prohibit atomle
and other weapons of mass destruction.

They formulate the basic principles for an
International agreement or convention for the
control of atomic energy. In order to ensure
that atomic energy Is utilized exclusively for
peace purposes, it is proposed to establish strict
international control over all enterprises en-

aged in the extraction of stomic raw mater-

or in the production of atomic substances
and alomlc energy. It s s that an Inter-
national Control Col be set up within
the framework of the Security to ex-
ercise control over atomle energy plants, The

composition, rights and duties of this commis-
sion are , the principal methods of In-
mt&m of atom!c energy plants indicated, and

uinm:df principles governing alomic research
ol

One might naturally have expected that the
Sovlet Government's proposals would be laken
under consideration I:lj;hthn Atomic Ener
Commission without v and would rmﬁ
in 7" agreement to establish [nternational con-
trol.

But the whole matter became involved in
the usual procedural casuistry. The Soviel pro-
posals were discussed at a meeting of the
working committee of the Atomic Energy
Commisslon on June 12. The working com-
mittee consists of one delegate from each of
the countries represented on the Atomic En-
ergy Commission, and its business Is to ex-
amine plans end proposals submitted {o the
Commission. Osborn, the Uniled States
resentative, insisted that the Soviet
should be considered by the working commit-
tee, and that the recommendations drafted by
the Secretariat on the basis of the American
F{mpou:& should be discussed in Committes

0. 2, which examines and makes recommen-
dations on matlers pertaining to atomlc
energy conlrol.

The purpose of this sirange division of func-
tions is apparently {o have the American pro-
posals discussed separately from the Saviet pro-
Enuls. and then, afler they have been
¥ a majority In the Commission, to set
up in o tion to the Soviet p

Osborn, it is true, stated that ﬁm
proposals were a * important contribu-
tlon" and that ﬂulrm should facili-

tate agreement, but al the same time he de-
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en  Independent ' and sovereign staté “were
“ahsolutely fantastie.” It s quite obvious that
dntirely’ different tasks are contemplated, and
the first of them is to suppress the democratic
movement and to remove from the palitical
arena all who are demanding genuine. inde-
pendence for Burma,

This palicy s bringing Aung San into con-
fllet with the masses, Revolt is rife in many

parts of the country. Reuters Rangoon caf-

respondent reporls that the government has
been forced to evacuate a number of dis-
tricls in Southwest Burma. Exiensive ter-
ritories are controlled by guerdlas. In some
areas the insurgent inhabltants have set up
their own government bodies.

The British authorities sent British and In-
dian troops to quell the guerillas.-But the three
months' war in the jungle brought no laurels
to the British officers. Meanwhile, Reutefs re-
ports, the military campaign in Central Burma
has been- suspended “owing lo the advent of
the monsoon.”

Under the pressure of popular discontent,
Aung San has made a demagogic gesture: he
Has published the draft of a constifution, In
which It is stated that Burma is to be pro-
clalmied an “independent sovereign rc!:u Ie."

This new declaration was greeted with deep
scepticlsm In democratic quariers, For the
value of such declarations is well known. The
Manchester Guardlan frankly intimates that
the declaration regarding the Independence of
Burma Is nothing but a political trick, declaring:
. "W the Burmese did nol claim the name of In-
. dependence lhey would ceriasinly wanl the substance

ol IL"

It is this “name of independence™ that Aung
San, at the behest of the British, Is trylng to
iimpose upon the Burmese people, who desire,
demand, and are working for real in nd-
ence, in other words, emaneipation from Brit-

ynml rule,
/ THE CANADIAN SLAVE MARKET

Judging by reports from Ottawa, a new ifem-
has appeared in Canada’s Import trade from
Europe: white slaves destined for the lumber
ﬂ?ﬁl and Industrial plants, 3
' This profitable enterprise for the Canadlan
capitalists was started by a well-known manu-
facturer and Liberal member of the Canadian
parllamient, Dionné, The first

£ of
slaves—one: hundred Polish, | Ukrainia mrn

of the 20th century and the methods of the
T8th ended. In all other ts Dionné has
proved a worthy disciple of piratical slave-
traders who used lo provide black capiives for
the cotton planters of the South in LL5.A.

While still in Germany the girls were com-
lled to sign a contract which unequivocally
dentures o itude. It binds them lo
‘work Tor their miaster {wo years at miser-
ahle pay, not enough to provide even decent
food. In this period they have to refund trans-
portation expenses (300 dollars per head) and
pay off the cost of their clothing. A
the girls are forbidden In these fwo years bo
marry! l
The scandalous actlon of the Canadian) par-*
llamentarian and manufaciurer earned him un-
t notoriety. Profesis in lu::
pub!!in Di;rgﬂ:]nlimhl and: 11']; unions [n
par| couniry condemning -
government for permitting employers E] :
port cheap labour In violation of all legal :
standards. Tim Buck, leader of the Labour

ogress| , declared
ufjﬁlﬁom ultf;ll ulthh E;'I: at Etmoﬂ'n textile

m sanc m,.
?ﬂu ;r;ﬁent a? tﬁ?iﬂtﬂe waorkers' " unjon

¥

3

Byarnoson also rously protested agalnst
the recrulting of white slaves In i
The matter was debated In the n par-

liament on June 2. Many sharp striclures were
passed on Dionné and the government, But the
slaveowner has powerful protectors. Among
them are members of |

ment Louls 5t Laurent, Humphrey Milchel
and Allison Glen, Tbg.had only one
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importation of 23,000 displaced persons, chiefly
Polish and Soviet Baltic nationals. Fourteen
hundred are shortly to be sent to work In the
lumber camps of Ontario. Two thousand young
women will be recruited in Europe as domestic
servants.

!

In words, the slave market in dl‘mn-

ourishing.
rev. light on the real

policy of representatives
of Great Britain and United States with

regard to the displaced persons.

Cultural Life in Poland Today

S. MARKHLEVSKAYA

SURVEY[NG the ruins of Warsaw, the travel-

ler wonders: can life ever spring anew from

this sea of destruction? But if he looks more

closely, he will detect, amid the black, charred

skeletons and grey rubble of gutted buildings,

:3::715 of flowering red—the red roofs of houses
t are being restored.

Warsaw in springtime is a city of flowers,
They are sold on practically every corner. And
it is the dwellers in the ruins that buy them.
These piles of lilac and narcissus, tulips and
roses are symbolic of the vitality and energy
of the people who are rebuilding martyred
Poland. Amid the ruins and flowers you see
houses, factories, power stations going up.
And Poland's culture, her schools and institutes,
universities and academies are reviving too.

® ¥ =

The Nazis tried to wipe out Polish science.
But even under the occupation Polish scientists
and scholars carried on their work and suc-
ceeded secretly in preparing a number of re-
search works for the press,

This year the Polish Academy of Science in
Cracow (founded in 1872) is 75 years old. The
Academy has published numerous scientific
works. It is bringing out a “Polish Encyclopae-
dia,” a “Polish Bibliography” and a “Biblio-

graphical Dictionary.” A six-volume “Diction-

ary of Polish Dialects"” has already come off
the press. The Department of Philology has
published the “Records and Researches of the

Language Commission,” thirteen volumes of
the “Slavonic Studies Annual” and over a score
of volumes of a popular work on “The Polish
Language.” Other publications are a “Lihnrg
of Polish Writers” and “Records Dealing wit

the History of Literature and Education.” In
the ethnographic field, the Aca has
published two volumes of “The Folk Culture
of the Slavs” by Professor Kamoszynski, and
Oskar Kolberg’'s “The People, Their Customs
and Way of Life.” It has also brought out a
collection of old poets of the humanist school.

A number of historical works were printed
last year. These include “An Account by Ibra-
him ibn-Jakub of His Journey to Slav Lands,"
published by the History Commission with a
q‘rafuce by Professor Tadeusz Kowalski.

adeusz Lehr-Splawinski has written a book
on “The Origin and First Home of the Slavs.”
Interest in Slav problems is a characteristic
feature of nd's scientific life.

The Polish Academy of Science maintains
stations in Paris and in Rome. The Academy's
library numbers 190,000 volymes, 2,000 manu-
scripts and about 1,500 early specimens of
printing, dating back to before 1600.

The material dam which Polish culture
suffered thro the man invasion Is esti-
mated at 4,700 million zloty (at the pre-war
rate of exchange). Polish libraries lost about
15 million volumes, Losses sustained by mu-
seums exceed 450 million zloty, The losses of
theatres, apart from the destruction of theatre
buildings, amount to 92 million zloty.
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