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Dear ir. Kennedy:

I quite see that you may have to dramatize
my huebend in order to meke your pleture on
one of the Four Freedoms, convineing.

I an willin- to have you do this and I under-
stand that & pleture of thie kind may be
extremely helpful to the country at the
present tine.

When you hove had the ooportunity to prepare
a ecript, I shall be glad to po over i1t, and
I shall be led to help in any way possible
to get you authentlie information. will be
gled aleso, to tell my husband's friends and
co-vorkers, vwhom you feel it neceessry to
wntact in order to prke the pleture valuable
ant authentlic, thrt Yope they vill find 1t
pogelble to cooperpte with ‘rou.

I s eure thrt mr eone, Jomes ond Elllott,
will esrry out thelr oblicatione to the best
of thelr rblility, ond I am sure that anything
which they aocrove will be within the bounds
of pood taste.

Of course, I am sure you realize that I have
a very bus{ echedule and thnt I can not do
more than hove outlined in this letter, I
ehall be glad to arrange to sce you at any-
time you come Enet, though from the 9th of
June for two weeks, I ghall be worki Tive
days a week at Lake Succese with the Human
Rights Comnmiseion drsfting commit tee.

It 1s not my desire to impose in any way my
thinking on yow interpretatlon of the theme
ef the pleture, except to insure that any
interpretation of my husband shall be accurate
ard in good taste.

Ky pood wishee go to you for success in your
undertaking and I hope you will attain the
{ieals vwhich you and Jomes end Elllott heve
get for yourselves.

Very eincerely yours "

ﬂwz{y



Mrs. Elsanoy Roosevelt

‘:5 Wash . %:;‘m

Wesnt
New York 1, New ‘ru-i
Dear Mrs, Rocsevelts

In my letter of 6, I indicated
I would send a list of th:l;:ln of people
whom James , and I felt should receive
the lettera which offered to send, indicating
the value we on the eooperation of these
People in our efforts to prepare the story.

san Pranotsen.* On y Fat et Taaiad, 22,82 S0
cisco, return ra
question of the mgr:ln; and varied types of

approach which might be advisable t
these peopls, Because I realize how
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714 South A1) Street 1 fﬂi’\M

Los Angeles 14, California

June 18, 1947

L
2, ) Jut
st ¥

Miss Malvina Thompson

29 Washington Square West
New York 11, New York

Dear Miss Thompson:

Colonel Roosevelt asked that I
return the enclosed "FOREWORD
by Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt."

He also asked that I tell you that
he thought it wes quite good in
avery way.

Very truly yours,

R elntre et

Seeretary to
JAMES ROOSEVELT



.

By Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt

fhhumm'l death when we were golng through
the various things in the houss at Hyde Park, whish we were
not leaving there permsnently, my husband's secretary, Miss
Tully, told me that in the little study wiich he always
used when he was home, there were s great many red, card-
board eases, on the backs of which wae written: "Family
FPapers". He had always intended to go through them at
some time, but he said that if anything happened to him,
Iwas the one to have these particular cases.

I moved them over to the upper part of my garsge
near my cottage, and it was not until this spring that I
finally began to go turough the cases. Then I found
thet I had all of the letters shlch my busband had ever
written to his mother, and all the letters mhich my osn
ehildren had ever written to their grandmother, amd quite
a mumber of other items of business and of purely family
interest.

As I began to read these letters, I realised
that probably my husband had imtended someday to go through
them and put them in order as an interesting record over a
fairly long span of years. Toether he intended to publish
them, I do not know, but I fesl sure that to many people
who were fond of my husband in this eountry and abroed, a
resord such as these letters maice, mlhﬂ”m
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My somy Elllott, agreed to do the editing and write
the nesessary IFEEEEFIEE
frem others when he sculd net himsslf deelde who were the

letters or of the events shish ocosurred in between smhen the
family was united and letters were net nesessary as s resord,

From several points of view 1 think these letters
are interesting. The chief interest of the first volume
lies in the faet that it makes clear some of the training
and baskground which went into preparing a man 1o meet the
problems which were to face him in his publie 1life. It is
not only, of sourse, the sdusstion you are given, nor the
ifailﬂ'!!r&h-mﬂl profiy
by the edusatiom and how yeu grasy the eppertusiiies shieh
sount im‘the ultimate use of the tools which the years of
preparation bave given you.

Here in these letters, I think, one can wateh the
growth of knowledge, the development of a persomality, the
training of a mind and the influense of environment and of
the contasts with other people om buman material.

I hope that in sharing these letters sith the world
we can make a comtributiem whish will be of use to historiame
and edusators and shiech will give pleasure to many who felt
Franklin D. Roosevelt was intruth their friemd.
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‘is not the peint of this letter.

Dear Jimmie!
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may have missed. Of scuree, She iele is but that

What worries me is the letter w
0'Donnell, which appesars to be a form m f
Washington I&‘l‘l
disappreve of the following quotest
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1. "ifter confarences with Ihllor luuul.t, it
wa g od that her husband -hnﬂlb-ml.l-l this

in o tion with his ““.t personal convietionm

is nothing to fear but fear itself.'" nuw
that o ene conference was held with mether and

te tant about the idea. The
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Ay RicEARD KENNEDY

1601 Riverside Drive
bank, Oalifornia
August 14, 1947

Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt
Hyde Park
Dutehess County, New York

Dear Mra, Roosevelt:

I have just gotten back to California
and this is the first free minute I have, whish I
take to thank you once again for the hospitality and
exoellsnt company which I enjoyed during my atay at
Campobello, ' On the plane I studied those notes I
took down so feverilshly Sunday night. I feel that
if I reach all the people who were lhgﬂltld. guided
by the thoughts expressed by you, Elliott and Miss
Thompson, I will wind up with a well-rounded and
interest Ploture of Louls Howe, In the light of
all the things we discussed, that should constitute
the solution to a big part of the problem of correct-
ly econceiving "FREEDOM FROM FEAR."

I am enclosing a copy of the letter
which Jimmy and I okayed early in July and sent to
the publio relations office for mail to the trade
union publications. You will note that the letter
conforms te the approach which we discussed on
Sunday night, It makes clear that the dramatization
of Franklin Rocsevelt would be in specifie relation-
ship to the pilcture's theme, "Freedom from Fear."

On the other hand, it does not attempt to mmplify
in any sense how much or how little of Franklin
Roosevelt would appear on the screen., I might add
that in the many responses which I have received
from labor publications, none of them got the
impression which the gentleman from Flint, M1

had that I was intend anything like a biography.
All these lenul make reference to the theme of
the pisture, "Preedom from Fear," and the attitude
of trade unionists to that theme and Franklin
Rocsevelt's expression of it,
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Mra, Eleanor Roosevelt -2 = August 14, 1947

I have already be to indieate toc some
pecple here that "FREEDOM FRON " will not be ex=-
hibited before the 1948 elections and that you were
in acecord with this decision of mine and were writing
to me to that effect. In order to prove that I mean
this, it may be necessary for me to make some publie
moves on my other ploture. (It deals with the
demooratization of the American penal system. I
enjoy the approval and active cooperation of the
American Prison Associlation regarding it,)

Am having breakfast with J on
Monday, at which time I will report to him the various
things we discussed and will try to communicate to him
how thoroughly I enjoyed the lighter moments of those
four daya.

I lock forward to seeing you again in
the fall. Please extend my best regards to Mlss
Thompson and Elliott and my warm feeling to Chandler,
Tony, Soocopie and David, And by all means, pleass
pay my respects to Fala, Fraonie and Basky.
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July 11, 1947

Editor

FORT WAYNE UE HERALD
936 Lincoln Tower
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Dear 8ir:

I am assuming that you have heard about the motion piloture
which I will make dealing with Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

After conferences with Eleanor Roosevelt, it was agreed that
her husband should be dramatized in this film in connection
with his strong conviction that "the only thing we have to
fear 1is fear 1tself." Other members of the family who are
asglsting concur in the belief that no other of his publiec
statements has as much significance and importance today

as this.

¥rs, Roosevelt 1s help me to enllst the cooperatiomn of
her husband's friends a co=workers, Many of these have
already generously indicated their readiness to help in
whatever way possible, In addition, a research staff ia

now assembling all printed material and other data which may
glve some clue to the direct personal effect this belief of
the President's had upon the daily 1ife of the average
Amerlcan,

In the lsst analysis, published material 1s no substitute for
the direct expresaion of opinion by the psople themselves,
Recent events, such as the Taft-Hartley bill, indicate that
the American working publie must be vitally int-rutnd in
glving assistance to any effort which aims at preserving

the ideals of FDR, drawing forceful attention to the progress
achisved under his sdministration. Because it would be
impossible to draw a fair picture without some expression of
opinion from laboring people, I hope that you htlﬂ me
reach your members in an effort to obtain from them their
perscnal reaction to the President's credo about "freedom
from fear"” and its use as a motion plecture theme at the
present time,




This will constitute an important contribution to what could,
with proper and sufficient assistance, be one of the significant
motion pletures of our time, Letters concern the above
should be addressed to Jay Richard EKennedy, 1 Riverside

Drive, Burbank, California.
Sincerely,

JAY RICHARD KENNEDY

JRK' fm
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