


JOHN KIISKILA
LAWYER
Aoam 8 ad 8, Muticasl Medals Bunk Builfiey
HAHCOCE, MICHIBAN

April 7th,1947
¥re. F.D.Rocselvelt,
Yew York City.
Dear Mre. Roosewell:

T take this libetty to mgll you my Humble Tribute To your
1nte husband,Franklin TDelano Roosetelt.l sincerely hone your will
read it.I have intended to mail you a copy of it ever since I wrote
{t.But thought always cume up to me that 1£ is not worthy of your
attention and your valuble time.However,my friends have urged me
again to mail you one.Therefore I complied with their request and
mail a copy of it to you.

B
Very truly yours .
Va1l
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Qur first soldler, our Commander-in-Chief, passed away to his
final rest in the midst of thundering and roaring guna and bomba
blaging flames and the dense smoke of gunpowder in the world at war.
His malodious mummdhm-d;m, his labors ended
eternally. We lost a great soldier, an honest man and a mighty
leader, and miss him sadly. Indesd, it was very sad, tregic and
mournful to us all to say the least. He had a simpla faith in the
common man and we still mourn his untimely death. Everywhere men
bowed their heads down in deepest sorrow, and bended thelr knees in
bitter tears. They realize distinctly that they have lost a true and
loyal frisnd in him. In this common sorrow, men and women teet the
bonds betwesen them. Humanity knows that in the leadership of Roose-
volt 1t gained a great unifier, & genial organiser, a stubborn
architect of n better world. That gain is permanmmt. His work is
unfinished, but it must be finished. And it will be done.

Roosevelt has gone from us. Farewell. The night is long but
time has lost ite meaning to you. Rest in peace..

How then, what made him the worldwide famous, universal person-
ality? Let us 1ift the time curtain a little and see briefly his actas
in the most troublesome and momentous crisis, unprecedented in all
previous history of our county. : '
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1829, when moot peopls sesmed to be prospercus and even gey. They had l.
plenty of money te buy things and to sell commodities st high prices. \
The prices of cormodities, stocks, bonds, rocketed sky-high.
President Hoover smiled lustily and looked upon the affairs of the
netion with great pleasure, obviously contented and well satisfied,
without, however, noticing any 11l or evil omen in the industrial and
social horizon. And why not? His campalgn promises were epparently
fulfilled. His campaign promises were that there would be a car in

avary garage and a chicken in every pot. f
Then came down upon us unexpected and unsuspected sconomic and
induatrial crises, unknown before, with the flash of lightning, and
a mlghty crash followed to our great surprise and even astonlshment.
The worst crisis wes with us. The market prices of all commoditiess,
stocks and bonds erashed to tatters, and smashed to zero almost, even
the most substantisl sound bonds, and stocks were bought and sold for
n song, ond nearly everyone waa badly stung. Many a man committed
suicide on account of it. Willions of mem wers hungry and cold. A
golemn, gloomy and sad shadow was cast all over the lanpd. HNearly all
factories, mills, emelters and mines were stopped temporarily or
permanently; and commerce and transportation were reduced to a minimum
for the time being., Millions of men, women and childrem were thrown
out of their smployment after the great crash. The wages apd salaries
of those who were lucky and fortunate enough to have and to hold a job |
wore slashed in two or less, the hours of labor increased, inhuman 2 ‘
speedup introduced in the world of labor that followsd the panie. :
Mi111ons of honest workers who were willing to toil st any ind of ‘
jobs availatle, had to leave their families and homes and thelr child-
ren with some more fortunate relatives or friends or to their own
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beg food, clothing and shelter for themselves in order to exist or to

face stark starvation; quite a few of the older, Mnt-.hﬂiﬂ!
themselves out of old thrown eut lusber, box boards or even logs, so
notoriously known as "Hoovervilles® along the highways, rivers and
shores of lakes in order for them to have some shelter to protect them
from cold and rain and snow. The 1ife of them all was very hard, severs,
cruel, fatiguing and almost hopeless in the terribls world erisis, their
future hed no promise, mo ray of light, but all was dark, gloony and
apparently no way out of the situation and no course to be followed.
Indoed sad was the 1ife of penniless, hngry end almost naked totlers
in those dismal days of Hoover's administration.
Thmm:mdmmfﬂ_ﬂMGﬁHImfmm-iﬂur
urdurlmicwtmutnarmtwu,mnﬂlnﬁwthmnhhmm
or sold out of their once valuable bonds and stocks and lost all their
1ife savings. Then bankruptey followed bankruptey; credits almost
collopsed and money disappeared from the country, and gold money be—
came & king of all kings, god of all gods. The business confidence
pmsadnmuniﬂpm];ﬂﬂ,lﬂlﬂﬂdﬂl&hmm”
nnunterpriunfh;ﬂuﬂ,uﬂplﬂhﬂﬁﬂnﬂfpdlmmntl
standstill. Thousands of small tusinsssmen were ruined or wracked
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Socicty suddently finds itself put back into n-uunlqrhuu-
variss, it appears s if & fanine, universal war of devastation had _
et off the supplies of every mesns of mbslatence, and industry and :
comnoree secmed to be destrayed. Why all this? Becouse there is too

such civilization, too many means of subsistance, too much industry and

too much commerce.

Mr. Hoover did not ﬂmmlﬁm- His frame of mind
hed changed into a calm apd grave mood and he was very sober. The
oeonomic and sociel condition was desperate and unsafe. It wes a
guestion of o 1ife and death struggle with our leboring population, small
tusinessnen ond farmers & 8 to how to aveld the threatening death of
storvation and misery and how to exist on earth. Mr. Hoover did not seem
to know whet should be done, where to commence and how to go sbout the
metter. All gates of mills, factories and shops seemed to him to be
closed tight with blg slgns above the gates written: "No trespass
nllowed on these premises.® Hoovar, I must ssy, urged the pennilesa
workers to become & merchant to ‘sell apples at some street cornmer and
told farmers to plow under every third row of their créps. Yot there
wore millions of hungry people.

The people of ocur country demanded a savior to help them out of
this deesp depression and give them a new hope, chance and apportunity to
really live once more. They found one in Franklin Delans Roosevelt.

In 1952, Roosevaelt was overvhelmingly electod President of ! 1
the United States and assuned his high office on March, 1953, under l
m-mtummltmmtmumhmﬁﬂmnwl R o1l
tooknrﬂutugum-th;u.pnrmmtom.!.ﬂm :
e dared to act. nmssmmu_pn_rﬂlm mmw. '




to steady 1t and to plece on 34 Firm hends Ao gtk out of chaos
and confusion and put it on a solid foundetion. Hoosevelt ordered
and proclaimed the closing of all the banks. He not only saved the
duy of utter financial chaos but had Congress pass a law guaranteeing
svary depositor to the smount of Five Thousend Dollars in case of bank
failure. He was the master pilot of & sinking ship of state, and

really nstonished most of us ty his master strokes to save the finan-
cinl institutions of our country.

He recommended to Congress many very necessary proposals to be
enected into lews. Among the most important, momentous and necessary
proposals, I mention a few., Thay were and are the Natiomal Recovery
Act, known as NRA, The Wegner Act, Soclal Security Act, and the
Workers Project Act, WPA. They all had one single aim, ons end and
one objeect, nemely: national spd sccdal security. GSeme of them have
passed imto history me accomplished facts and the remainder of them as
unfinished business.

Why was the HREA made and enacted by Congress? Because the
economic system of America had broken down and was not functiondng any
longer. Pour long years of orisis closed factories, mills, mines and

shops. Millions of unemployed and starving men, women and children,

Msmmmwmmmm.mmm
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a new Magna Charta for labor. mmmmmnﬁu
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on the socisl horizon. !hlnﬂﬂﬂmmhﬂmntw
threats. The sun shone brightly.

Then came the most smasing decision. The Supreme Court decision

declaring the NRA unconstitutional was a gmuntlet thrown in the face

of every working man end women in the country. It gave a license to
every corporation and Mmﬂuhmmtnm
with new attacks on wages, hours and working conditions. In short, om
2ll socinl stendards apd on all basic democratic righte.

This challenge must and will be answered by the forces of the
united action of lsbor and all progressive forces in Congress and the
President. Itmamuadtvthhnﬂntuﬂhmddnfhbmnﬂ
progreasive forces of the coumtry. hmﬂm#m
mplaﬂamlrduﬂuhllm
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rightes agninst the welfare and lives of lman beinga. _

The sconomic royslists of Wall Street were defeated in three
succensive elections. They attempted to use the Court to block every
attempt to pass necespary pocisl and labor leglslation as a legel weapon
sgeingt the orgenizing drives in the basic industries. Roocsevelt pre-
cipitated the preat struggle hy making proposals to "unpack" the Court.
He shrouded wisely his real motives by talking of crowded court
calendars and senility of the judges and did present his proposal as
having no relationship to fundsmentel political and soclal issmes.

The resctionnries and royelists immedistely declared war against the
proposal, becanse they saw that to unpack the Court was to strike a
blow against judieisl usurpation which would encoursge pressing for-
word to the final elimination of the usurped powers of the nine judges.
Really it was a fisrce fight to the finish. It is very significant
thot the worst reactionaries on the banch 1ike Justice McReymolds were
so worried over the outcome that they broke all precedents by attacking
the proposala.

The violence of the reactionaries' and economic royalistat
nttack brought about important changes in Roosewelt!s position on the
Court isme. From concealing the issue, Roosevelt in his two broad-
cagta to the nation aggressively defended his position and went much
further then he had in his originel proposals. o aatle the 1899e: one
of stopping the Court interference with needed nocessary, social end
economic legislation, Iﬂwmmunhwﬂm
n-vwmummmmmmm-:mm
and security for workers, fm IH -ﬂl %‘ Wmf
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the Court had to be reformed now. The President together with the pro-
gresslve forces lost the fight temporarily. But some of the Supreme
Court judges reaigned as a result of the direct criticism of the executive
department of the government snd some of them passed mway in the interim,
nnd the President really won the most bitter political fight in our
history since the Civil War.

Now let us ses what the Wagner law really means historiecally.

The firat case on the right of workingmen to organise and strike was:
tried in Englend in 1721. The Journeymen Tallors of Cambridge went on
strike. They were indicted for conspiracy to railse their wages. They
were found guilty. Here i1s how the court reasoned it:

"It is not for the refusing to work but for the conspiring that
thay nra indicted and a conspiracy of this kind is 1llegal although the
matter about which they conspire might heve been lawful for them to do
if they had not combined to do it."

fhot doas thnt mean? If your pay is too low, you can gquit.

That is ineffective. Irwwintmlw,rnmquit. That is
again ineffective. But we both meet and hoth decide to quit — ah —
that may be effective. But that is conspiracy and we may ba spemt to
jail.

The first case in this country was tried in 18068. The Boot and
Shoemakers of Philedelphia were indicted among other things, "Con—
apiracy to raise thelr wages." Tha prosscutor argued to the jury that
®it was o crims for theae men to confederate and refuse to work unless
at increased price.®
a combination to ralse thelr wages.®
nmmmmmm.
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"that the verdict ummummumm
interssts of the community; it pute an end to those associations M
have been so prejudicial to the successful enterprises of the capitalists
of the coumtry." 8o it is 11legel for workmen te combins to raise
their wages to the benefit of thempelves and thelr families. The work-
men wera found"suilty of n combination to raise thelr wage.®

Judge Lering snld in 1908, "A single individual may well be left
to take his chances in & struggle with another. But in a struggle with
n mmbar of persons combined together to fight an individusl, the in-
dividuali!s chance is small;, if it exists at mll, It is plain that a
gtrike by a cmlbinatiurn of persons has a power of coerclion which the
individual does not have.® Yes it is still a conspiracy to strike.

The strikes are legal now. The Wagner law does not only legalize
gtrikes tut it provides adequate meana whereby to settle labor dis-
mites as well. Furthermore, it suthorizes and makes legal collective
bargaining of the union pepresentatives and the representatives of
employera., This is a great step toward social security of laber. The
eradit belongs to Roosevelt as a mighty champion of the Wagner Law.

Fhetever one may think of WPA, it was a great help to ungry men
ard their femilies throughout the nation. It gave them new hope, now
1ight and even some inspiration to face the future. Thay were glad to
get & job and have one. Of course, the pay was small, but food was
cheap too and even remts were lower than they were bafore the
crisis. The government gave them joba, lnﬂpdﬂl'utbd.rhbun
It mlrmtmuﬂ-jmm- M#‘bﬂﬂthvm
They tuilt thousands of miles deﬂﬂiﬂnw!
Even the govermment w&ﬁzm .-: ¥ gt
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other misical organizations, and paid them for participating in them,
and thereby raissd thedr cultural life. It was not waste and it pre-
vented revolutionary upheaval,

In this connection the small farmers come inte the ploture.
They were out of luck ecomomieally too. What crops thay were abls
to barvest on their farms they hed to sell at too low a price and
ecould not meke both ends meet. They needed aid bedly in crder to
axist and keep body and soul together. The govermment stepped in and
furnished them jobs in their dark nnd gloomy days of axtrems crisis.
Take for instance Houghton County. They bollt with other WPA workers
mindreds of miles of most bemutiful grevel roads for themselves and
others and good old Uncle Sam paid for thelr work. The same applies
to other farm districts of small farmers ufpu country. The besu-
tiful wide highways of small farmera are everlasting momments to
immortal Roosevelt. They banefit them most for all time to come.

But that was not all. The govermment assisted the mortgaged
farmers. Otherwiss, they would have lost all their past savings.

The farmers who had heavy mortgaces on their land were protected
from mortgage foresclosures for some years hence. The Congress pagsed
the moratorium law to put a stop to foraclosures. The law saved
thousands and thousands of farmers and their past investments. This
was the great program of Roosevelt. Life was theroby made safer and
more secure for them.

Now let us see what im Roosevelt!'s foreign policy. It ia
cnlled "The Good Neighbor Poligy.® What does it mean? It means the
complote eradicetion and eliminstion of the oM dollar diplonscy and

a drastic mhwmm 1t placed man rights

vA fedaa behetawbicle Bia Syon aima, w’" ; '.aj'“*..-—:_'.
ot




o, ) 'f_ﬂ—. i
sbove property rights, and thereby increasing more and cheaper
food, clothing and shelter for the common man. Yes, it means
mlylhl‘bﬁuﬂﬂlﬂipﬂﬂihﬂ“ﬂ,lﬂlflﬂ“ﬂﬂfﬂ_ﬂ
most basic couses of terrikle wars. He was the first president who
recognized the Soviet Union in a very powerful and hostile atmos-
phere at home, and established a friendly and amicable relation
between the two powerful countries, the United Stetes and the Soviet
Union. His recognition of the Soviet Union alone means better
security and peace at home and abroad, and a much happler and more
prospercus world to live in. And remember too that the All-American
confersnce held at Mexdco City recently proved his sincerity of pur—
pose in his Good Neighbor Policy beyond eny doubt.

The dendlock in Ttalian political 1ife was broken and o new
Cabinet formed on the basis of the six-party coalition of the
Liberstion Committes, thus finally reslizing the aim set in Moncow
Conference of Ministers in October.

Then followed the Teheran Confarance of Churchill, Roosevelt
and Stalin. The policy decided by them provides the military guarantee
for the elimination of Hitlerism from the world and the political
guaraptea of a stable peace to follow which will banish the scourge
of wars for genarations to coma. :

In fact, thay declarsd that we exyress cur determination that

oup nations ehald ward AopRARNELLR. SHMIE aaRi AN pentl AR
follow. J

The Yalta Conference mthm*--mﬂ T
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intentions. Mﬁmhmumﬁ“uh:tm ﬁ;:
slane of civilization, culturs, security ard freedcs. That's why the
universal long mourning of him is the greatest tribute to any man in

any country ever paid to any mortal man in all histery.

Perhaps long bhefore any one else Roosevelt saw our civilisation
in danger, our liberty in jeopardy, our democracy in peril and the
world to be scon in fire and flames, and the coming slavery of the |
entire luman race. He saw the most pernicious and greatest evil |

force in history to destroy everything dear and sacred to us in this
mortal 1ife. He saw the dewn of the most devilish and monstrous ,

domination of the world by the brutlish force and violence in action

hitherto unknown in the history of mankind. He saw Hitlerism and |
his murderous fasclem as the coming of the greatest threat amd danger’
to man with gun and dagger in his hand. He saw Hitler secretly
planning and preparing the most ruthless and barbaric and bloody war
of mankind. He knew how many thousands of Hitlers politicel opponments
mtﬂ.umumntﬂmumtuﬂuhllhmhﬂlﬂwmumiqn

camps to be tortured to death ty a long and slow process of agony and

torment of his victims in his preparation for war. He saw liberty and

fresdom gone forever if he can dominate this earth. He knew that.

He knew that Hitler was really a menance mnd a threat of the pesce and
( decency of all men, of freedom and of every vestige of ocur civilisationm.

He knew what would be in store for us end what would be the consequence

of Hitler's world domination. He @lso saw the fast development of mighty ,

G
commdc electronic energy into war weapons of such unheard devastation . 3
mmmuw#ﬂwhmmm* T
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sarth. He knmew of rocket bombs nnd thelr vast destruction of tens of
thousands of lives and hundreds of millions of property in London alone.
He aaw the necesalty of a world organization to enforce pesce and secur—
ity among mem and nations. Did you see or know 1t7 He did.

On Sunday afternmoon, December Tth, 1941, came sc suddenly and
unexpectedly the news flashes from the Pacific drea in stresming repid
succession that it surely stunned and smazed us all that afterncon when
Pearl Harbor was savagely and brutally attacked by Japs without amy
provocation whatsoever on our part. Many of our warahips were sunk to
the bottom of the sea, hundreds of soldiers and sailors were killed and
murdered ruthlessly, many of the civlil population killed or injured and
a vast amount of property destroyed and meny pecple left homeless bty the
Jap murderers at Pearl Harbor. However, these Japanese cowardly
deeds sounded the deathbell of the Japanese empire, and at the same
tima the deathbell of Hitler's domination of the world, and Roosevelt
knew it to be sure.

New {lashes of the dastardly sttack roused every trus
blocded American to sheer madness and it is no wonder, by the most
mthlnauﬂnmwohdmtormn;nu‘mrhmmm.

The swift action of cur Commander-in-OWlef followsd after the attack.
The President recommended and asked the Congress to declars war at

once end the Congress promptly complisd and declared war on the dxdds
powers. Tims becane a very essential element and required quick

action. Every mimte wasted from now on meant so mamy more lives of
our boys in uniforms. They needed above all weapons and more weapons
to fight powerful inhuman foes, the weapons must be furnished in &




ammunitions of war. His quota of weapons stunned most of us.
He knew better than any oms else that it could be done and it was
done to the surprise of many. He knew that American gemins would
be ablo to produce thess things in & hurry. He knew that well. It
tokes a grest man to put the whole world in motion in the shortest
( posslble time. He did it. The results of his sggressive labors show

already & great harvest. Germany is groggy and on her knees and the

victory is just around the cornar. It will not he a far distent [

future when the Japs will olso be licked to a frazsle.

Ha wns not only a great leader of men mnd a man of war but he

wes an ardent advocate nnd lover of peace and security. His planti-

ful fruits of labor manifest themselves now at the San Franelsco

World Security Confersnce. He had worked hard and planned in earnest- .

nesa without regerd to his own life. He attended seversl important

conferences with the other two of the blg three in preperation for

the present confersnce at San Framelsco. A1l this amount of labor

required of him much emergy, leadership, determination, strong will

and love of humanity. He surely sacrificed his very 1life for the

world of lasting peace, security, happiness and good will of all men.

It is safe to say that no other individual has done so much for the

cmse of peace, sscurity and the democracy of the world as he has

done. Thie alone makes him and his name immortal and the most

renownad ard emipent ef statesmen of all history. He had failth in

the common men and people, as did Jefferson, Abrahem Lincoln and

Jackeon. |

It may be well enough to esk the question now, "What is :

grestness?™ A great man adds to the sum of knowledge, extends the T |

m#w.mmmmmmﬁﬂg :
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erosses urknown any mysterious seas, gives new islands and continents
to the domain of thought, new constellations to the firmanent of mind
nnd new hope for the future. He must be fearless. A great man does
not. sesk applmise or place; he seeks for truth; he secks the new
ronds to happiness, the wellbeing of human 1ife; and what he schieves
he gives to others.

A grent man throws pearls before swine, and the swine are
semotimes changed to men. I the great had always kept their pearls,
vagt multitudes would be barbarians now.

A great man is & torch in darkness, a beacon in superstition's
night, an inspiration and a phophet to his fallow men.

Georpge Washington fought for our independence against English
tyranny and domination ond won. He was a great soldier and statesman,
We 211 honor and praise him for what he hes donme for wa. His name
remaing iemortal in nll history.

Abrehsm Lincoln saved the Union and emsneipated millions of
negro slaves. He had implieit faith in the people. He was o great
man and stateaman. We honor him and pay homage to him. He remsins
immortal in the hearta of men.

Fronklin Delano Rocpevelt saved our nation from economic
collepse, nnd championsd the rights of the common people; social,
netional nnd international security; a world organisation to prevent
wars nnd the pathway in war and peace. He was truly o grest man and a
world gtatesman of the fMrst rank. We homor him and poy tribute to hiam
memory. His name will remain immortal in history and in the hearts of

men.

Dated, April 28th, 1045.
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HENRY MORGENTHAU JH.

208 HADISON AVENUE, NEW TOEE 17T, N. 7. WHURELY HILL 85-5343

March 3, 1947

Dear Eleanor:

I want to thenk you for sending me
President Truman's letter of February 20th
with &8 copy of & letter to him from Dr. Hans
Kindler. I will be delighted to take this
matter up at the next meeting of the Franklin
D. Hoosevelt Memorial Foundation.

Affectionately,

Mrs. Franklin D. Rocsevelt
Apartment 64

29 Washington Squere West
Hew York, New York
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Playwrights' Company

BLL AMORRSOW + ELMER BICE ¢ RONERT E. SHEAWOOD + EURT WEILL = JOHNW P, WHARTON » Dirvriwei

VICTOR SAMEOCE +  Baviesn Mesager 410 FIFTH AYENUE
WILLIAM FIELDS =  Prowr Eepovisnsasios MIW YORE 20

February 25, 1947

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt

29 Washington Square Weat
Kew York 11, N.Y.

Dear Mra. Roocsevelts

Enclosed are coples of (1) a letter
to ma from President Truman, (2) a letter to
the President from Hans Eindler and, (3) a
latter from me to Dr. Kindler,

I am sending copies also to Henry
Morgenthau, Franklin Jr., Frank Walker, Joe
Davies, Sam Rosenman, Frances Perkins and

Dave Niles,
SH‘H Sincerely yours,
[-!:i ; Mﬂv—-&_
S
\ Robert E. Sherwood
- I Encl.
L.y RES:OM
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| THE WEITE HOUSE
.;‘-“-, “.hiﬂ“ﬂ“
il.
» February 20, 1947
 Dear wr, Sherwoods
A T am snclosing you copy of a letter

mmwmuwm-mumu.
I am bringing this letter to your
attention for whatever it is worth,

 Ter
! -+,-:rl-:’f"': :
ST

e
s ] sincerely yours,
HARRY TRUMAN

Honerable Robert E. Sherwood
Chalrman, Executive Committee
Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial Foundatien
£30 Fifth Avenue

New York 6, New York




IHE WHILE ROO2E

NATICHAL SYWPHONY CRCHESTRA ASSOCTATION

Woodward Building
Washington, D.C.
=
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e ¥y January 25, 15L7
i‘ihrt.m
k May I impose for a few moments on your valuable
time?

Sinoe many years, concert life in Washington has
wmmmwumm concert hall and opera
houss, Constitution Hall is second-rate from an acoustical
as well as other points of view, Mr. Stokowski, who is an
mmtmmwmmuu,m:mmwwm

th the constructien of a shell which would substantially

e matters, but we have not been successful, the reason
van being that "Constitution Hall cannct be tampered with",
_-{_ﬂuwil that Washington, the Nation's Capital, still

When the Jefferson Memorial was built, I had hopes
that this condition would be changed, as it would have been
especially appropriate if the memorial would have taken the
form of a concert hall and opera house since, as you lmow,
Jefferson was not only a great music lover but an excellent
performer as well, However, the present memorial was decided
upon, and our hopes went with it.

low I understand that a Franklin D, Roosevelt Memorial




Mﬂrﬁ. 1947

Hence, now that a Franklin D, Rocsevelt Memorial is
mm,mm:wwﬁwmmm‘

vital matter?

Amorican Academy to be housed in 1t.

Hoping that you will be able to give this your interest

I am, with kind regards,

Faithfully yours,

ThePresident of the United States

White House

» DO,




February 25, 1947

Dr. Hans Kindler, Conductor

National Symphony Orchestra Association
Woodward Bullding

'uhimp D.C.

Dear Dr. Kindler:

Fresident Truman has sent me a copy of your letter to
him of January 25, with the interesting suggestion for a great music
to be srected in Washington as a memorial to Franklin D.
Roosevelt, The President referred this to me in my capacity as
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Franklin D, Roosevelt

Hemorial Foundation.

I am forwarding coples of your letter to the officers
of the Foundation and I can assure you that the suggestion will be
given thorough consideration at the earliest possible date.

In accordance with the wishes of Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt,
the Foundation has made no plans so far for a memorial which would
involve the raising of substantial sums of money. It was felt that
we should do no service to the memory of the late President by solicit~
ing contributions to a substantlial fund at a time when there is so
much suffering and want in sc many parta of the world.

Perhaps it would be helpful if you would inform me of amy
thoughts that you may have had as to the possible location and cost
of the bullding that you envisage.

Sincerely yours,

Robert E. Sherwood



Novesber 17. 1947

Doer Xre. Kinorks

1 dp net think I am anti=Catholic. 1l ama
rotestant but 1 have alwmys Juiged religicus groups by
thoir Individual actione and I have never given a thought
te wnat religion pecple I kmow happen to practice, but im
the matter of fresdom of religious practice in Eurcpe,

I tairk thot wheare there ir tint freedom, we should
nokmovledge Lt.

The gontleman vhun 1 quoted was o man who for
mn, yeors has troveled over Burope for a great inter-
naticopn! crganisatiom with headquarters in France, which
wntches cver the freedlom given tc small demoeminations,
moptly Protestant., I have neo idea what his igiom
is; 1 never asked him, but he has such a 1 anl wide
ino-ledire, I was glad that he came to this comtyry for &
for weoks tc talk to come of owr lesders
relicloas o7 @ orpelueicns —eTe’ o chureh
noople , 7 adhere to religlon only, G4y have
corplete freedow of tesching amd practice,

The troutle with Archbishop Stepimac was that in
Tagoslsvin thers ave two reacial groune, ome of them lurgely
Crtholic in religious practice, 7Them Cermamy ottacked,
s of tham preferred the Sermans to the other pegple
withir their own courtry and this led to some very compli-
cated nltuations. The evidemce shows pretty clearly thnt
gven gooh oigh rankine church officials ek as Archbdshop
Stepinac soretimesmmt by and watched the murder of groups
of whic’ they 41d nct approve, by proups of which they did
approve, The resalt wee that vhen the partisans rined
contrel of the grvermment, thore wems pollticel accusatioms
<mde, dut all of these tiings are in the past. At the
prasent time I thinmk it is important that we enciurape o8
mach as popeible freedom of relipioms practice.

Yory sincersly yoare,
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