


JOHN ICIIIICILA 
LAWYU ............................ 

MtiiCOCIC, ~ 

April ?th,l947 

llre . F . D. Roo&elvelt, 

New Yoek City. 

Dear Ure . RooaeYell• 

I take this libe)ty to "'11 you ~ ~umble Tribute To your 

l~t e hueb~nd ,?r~nklin Del~no Rooee•elt.I s incerely hone your will 

re~d it.I h~ve intended to n~il p ou ~ cony of it ever s ince I wr ote 

i t.But thought always c~e up to me th~ t it t o not worthy of your 

attention and your vnluble t imc.!lotJeTer,my friends h"\ve urged me 

again to mail you one . rherLfdre I complied with their request a nd 

mail a copy of it to you. 

Very truly 



' 

MY J!lKRL' TRif!ltl to D''YJ! !E ,., IW§Ij4T 

Our tirot. soldier, our ~or-in-Chiet, paeeed ._to bia 

tinal root 1n U>e sidat ot tbundoriDS Uld roorillg BUIUI and _,. 

bl4Sing tl .... s and the dense - ot gw!opOIIder m the 'OOI'lcl at w.r. 

Bio melodioue voice haa bHn alleoc.O ;orenr, hie l abors erDed 

oterna.lly. We lost 4 ,great soldier, an bODest aaD aDd a ldabty 

leader, and mise h1z:t atdl,y . Irdeod, it wu verr sad, trag1c &Dd 

courn.l'ul. to us oll to ,.... the leoat. He bad a oillpla taitJ> in tbe 

COCII:IOD man 8.t¥i we still courn h111 untiael.y d .. th. l'verywbe:re • en 

bowed their heads down 1n deepest. aorrow, Uld beDded their -o in 

bitter toara . Tho:r realise diati nct.l,y that the:r have loet a true ard 

loyal triend in him. In this co=on sorrow, •-' and ~ teet the 

bonds between them. Humanity kDowe tbat. 1n the l eaderllhip ot Roose­

velt i t gainod a gr&Ot unitier, a genial organilor, a ot.ubborn 

architect ot a. better world. '!'hat gain 1a pet"~~&~Umt. Hie work ie 

untinisbod, but it Jllllst be tinisbed. And i t e1ll be done. 

Roos.,.alt baa gone trooo ua . I'........U. Tblt nitlht 1o long but 

time boo loot ito mean1ng to you. Heat in peace •• 

0 Noe then, whet ...Sa Ilia tbe -~ t-.., uni....-.al per....,.. 

alley? Let ua l1tt the tl.lu cvt.a1n • little Uld - brieflT Ilia uta 

atoa• ariala, " s aad"D'ted 1D all 

prerloua biot.o17 ot aar -atzT. 

Aa .. all ..u .... - t.boee pld& bOpW dip -- Ootolllr, 



plenty ot DODo;' to but thine• and to ..U c-..litl.oo ot ~ prl cu. 

the pricos of c=odit.iea, stocks, booolo, rock- olo;r-hlgh. 

Prssidont Hoovar omilod lusti:cy and locked upon the &t'fatro ot tbo 

C nAtion with great pleasure, obrloualy eontented and well eatlllfied, 

without., bowevor, noticin& •>v Ul or evil ..., 1n tho 1ndwotr1al and 

socisJ. horizon . And wily not? Hio CaapeiiJl -'"••• nro opporont:cy 

fulfilled. His co.t~P<dgn _,_ ... nro t hat thoro -.1<1 be a car in 

0 

Then cema down upon ua unexpected a.Dd unsuspeetGd eeonc:.ie &J)d 

induotrial crises , unknown before, rlth the tlooh of l.iehtnillll, and 

a mighty croab tollowad t o our groat surprioe and non aatoal.obll«<t. 

The worst cr1s.ia was with us. The aa.rltet prices or all comooditios, 

stocks and bonde eroahod to tatMra, and aaahad to zero almost, eYeD 

tha oost oubatMtial BOUnd bonds, nnd stocka were bcJuibt and sold tor 

A song, and nearly overyono we. a bDdly stung. la.ny a aan eOIIIId tted 

suic.i de on accQWlt ot it . ll1lliona ot men wore l:m.ngry e.nd cold. A 

sol emn, glOO!:t' and sod ohadow waiJ cut all over the latd. !lear)Jr dl 

f'actor1e81 mills, aaolte.ra and minoa were stopped t~re.rily or 

parmAnentl,y i and COIIC.Or'CO azd transportation were TocfuCed to a lliniJala 

tor the tine bei ng . MUlions of' men, WCII:I~ au:! ohildron were thrown 

out of th.eir Ol!'l!)loyn81-t atter the great oraab. The n.coa aDd aalariee 

ot thoso who wore luck;y and fortunate onouell to baTe and to bold o job 

wore aluhad in t wo or loao, the b<>ure of labor inoreaood, 1-

apoadup introduced in tho world of labor thllt tollowcl tbe pcic, 

lll.llion1 or boneot workoro 'lbo ....,.. wiJ.l.iDc to ton at Olf7 lr:iJid ot 

J obo nailablo, bad to l.,.o tbair tal" •• ...S '-• IIIII tbdr oldl.d­

ren rltb .... ,...... t- zoelat1.,.. .,.. M-. .,.. to tM1r -



' 0 tortuit)' or oll&no. to pt al- tbe beot tlle7 a.l4 1a tbe HI u., 

and took tl>o rood ot ..- -ilv ~ too\ to - -.' ; w\ ..S "' 

l,.. tood, clotb1Jic - obel\el' te ~- 1a - "' GUt ar to 
taco otuk otarnt1011J quito • r .. ot tbo ol.dw, I1Dile - bail\ tar 
tl> .. oelveo out ot old t.brown out bl8ber, box bouda or - laco, 10 

oo\orioual;r - aa •l!ooftrrUloa• ~ tbo ~·• riWWI ODd 

L'>orao of' lokoa 1n order tor tba to bewo - obeltw to prot.oet -

troll oold and rain M4 onoo. Tho lila ot ta.. all wu •llr'f -· ...,...., 
cn~al, tatiguilli M4 alz>ost bopoleoo 1n tbe twrihlo IOOJ'ld crioia, u..il' 

tuturo hod no prcr:d.ao, no r&)' ot J..l.&bt, bat all ... d.al'lt, ~~ ODd 

apparently no ·WIJ' out ot tho a1tuot1on ODd no oourM to be toll...S. 

Indoocl aad ...., the llto ot pormlloeo, lm"6"l' lllld alaoot naltod toilero 

1n thoae d.iacal clqo ot BDovw• a -..J.otro.tion. 

Thouoandt and thouu.nda ot -e and tor.u wore torecloaed oithor 

w¥1or lAnd c:ont.racte or aortsa;es, a.od. still other thou .. nde were troaen 

or oold out or their on« ... luablo hondo and otocko and loot all tbo1r 

lito u.·li.ngo . Th., bankntptey toll...S bankntptq; erodlto ai.oot 

collopood and oaon .. , clioappoarod trooa tho countey 1 one! sold aono:v -

.,_ a lc1ng ct all kiDi•, soc! ot all soc!•· Tbe bu.sino .. conticlence 

paaood •Will' and ... poral.:r1od1 one! nobocl:v dDod to ventuJ'O into -.v 
nn enterprioo of bu.s1neso1 one! produ..tlon ot cood• ... alaoot at a 

otandot1ll. 1'1\ouu.ndo of uall bDolna•- _.. ~ or n ..., 

C to~wr or roducod to a _.. ~p.ria ooa .. - ot tblolJo Mft7 

tlaanolal looMa. - wou pabllc -11 _.. ol- nt1re1,r 

and other• wore thi'Ootenocl witb hM")' N•-dal ...s.a ... ~. and 

t.lw oarr1cW.a 4101 ... t.o e1e1- u.. "--t --..s. .... alMft 
lltel.N• .t..c-U• .... Sa u. ,._ ol .,._ ol s' , .... _ 
aDd ._,D t.lu J .. Tnt CIU" I , 'r • 



• 
Society auddentl,y tu.s. itoelt pnt - 1Dtc a -tar -.. 

be.ri .. , it appoaro ao if a famillo, unl.....-eal wv ot 4rraat&t1cm bad 

eut orr tho 1111ppl1oo or eve17 ,.on• ot oubah- , and illduatry IIlii 

eOI!Dil-orco s.eemed to be destr oyed. Wh3 all tbis1 Becawse ther-e is too 

=uch civilization, too o&n;)l' c.eo.na of subDistance, too IIUcb 1Muatry aDil 

too ttUch cc:aocrco. 

l!r . Roovor did not !llllllo luatil,y OliY loneer. Hie t'r8110 of llind 

had che.nged into a c.olm &nd grnvo mood l\nl! he was very eo boT. Tbe 

<Jeonor.dc Md aocial condition was desperate and unoa.fe. I t was a 

question of a lifo and daoth atrugele with our laboring populAtion, ....U 

Weinct~tnen nnd f4mer8 a a to ho'l'1 to e.voW tb& throaton.ing death ot 

aU!.rvation o.nd z:Usexy DJ.'lli how to exist on earth. Mr. Hoover did not ao• 

to know 11'~ tshould be done, where to COI!IIIenco !U:)d bow to f!O about the 

me.ttor. All gates of cdlls, fG.Ctories and shops seemed to him to be 

closed tieht with big n1en5 above tho gatoa writ~en: •No trespass 

nllowed on these pr emises ." Hoover, I IIIU:!t aa,.v, urged the penniless 

workers to become a merc:.ha.nt to sell spples e.t soco street corner 4nd 

told fo.mors to plow under f1VCI"'/ third row of their crtps. Yet theM 

wcro millions of taL~ peopl e. 

The pe-ople ot our country demanded A SftV'ior t.o help tbe~t out ot 

this deep dopresaion and givo thaD o n&W hope, ch&nee and epportun1t,y t o 

r eally live once core . Thcv found. one in rt-ankl.in Del ano RoosO?elt. 

0 In 1952, Rooaovolt ••• ovorwhollll.nel,y elected President ot 

tho On.itod States and aa1ro11od hia his!> ottice on March, 19SS1 under 

tho ao• t d1£ticul.t o1rCU1:18tonceo to be oure that ...,. a Preaident 

took ot!ico to guide tho ohip or state and to aotablillb -'.<~r. 

Be dared to act. '!'baNI 1a nothine to !aor 'lilt taer itoelt o 'tiWip 

begao to """"rapidl,y. 0.... act toUond another I.D quiclt --· 
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TiJoo no a Vtfr7 oeaential .U...t. 1111llou ot ~ - ~ 

Md needod food Md shelter U..CU.t~ • .All our tinaDo1al otrootuN 

bord,.ed on the brink of oollap... I t HqU1red ~ate att...tl.oa 

to eto<l<lr it and to plooe on it t1ra baDdo to pull it aut of -· 

and conf'Uaion and put it on a solid fOUDdation. RooHvalt ardorocl 

and procloiJood the closina of all tho hoDto. a. not. onl,T .. ....s tho 

<1~ of utter !inonoial chaoo but had Conareu paoa a lu _ont .. iDC 

every depositor to the aaount or Five TbQulftDd Dollare in c&M or bault 

fniluro . He no t he nt\eter pUot of a siakine ohip ot otato, Md 

renlly aatonishad JDOtlt o! ua tu bie m.:1ster dtrokes to eave the t iD&n­

c'inl inati tution.s or our eountl7. 

He reca=end.ed to Cont;reas l!la:n)" very necea841'1' proposals to bo 

enacted into lawa . Among tho m.ost important, DLCIDentoue And necessary 

propoS(l.].a, I menti on a !trw. Tb.o;j,. •ore and ore tbe National Reccwery 

Act., known aa HRA, The lwner Act, Sociel. Security Act, and the 

Workers Proj.,ct Act, WPA. 'l'bey all had ono single aiJa., one end and 

ope objoot, nftlft&lyt national nnd social aecuri:ty. Soae ot t~ have 

passtld into hifftory aa aeeompllsbed !acta And the reme.i.D::Jer of th• ae 

unfinished business. 

'11111 was tho liRA ..n<le Md SMated by CODjp"&58? Bee&uoa tho 

econot:dc .system ot Aacriu M.cl broken down az:d wna not t'unct1onin8' aq 

longer. 7our long youa o! o:riai.e cloeed factories, ld.l.la, U.e ..S 

shops . Millions ot llMIDployod a.t¥1 st.&rvias MD, wo.N~ aa! cb11dntl, 

banks unabl e t o p~ o.nd clooine their 4oora, - · bel,. ohoh .. , 

etrilceo lzraakine out, these th1,.a tOJ"C .. ....-,-to ... tbet -

thine De ~entall.7 wrong with our wbola IU'-· !be tidal! ~ 

wou.ld.n • t work &JV' more. 

llobocb" bell.-~ - _.. 1a tile G14 .,.-. ...,.._ , hd 
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~ now oyat... Ivery~ 4....Sed tllat a '""11 - ot tho arioda -

ba found - it '"" found 1n the ... Deal. 

Tho liRA n.o tho official recocnition tbet the MeMo ot people 

wbo work when they COA got a lab ODd - 4oplll4 - a lob 1n ar4er to 

live, wat be given SOIIIethin£ to do. The lift De&l wu born. Tha 

otfici &l.a or AmoriCOA Fodoration of Labar bailee! Clan .. 71. ot IIIlA ao 

a """!.fn&nA Charta tar labor. lllboequont h1at017 hao proYecl it to be 

IJUch . E'v'aryone so.emed satisfied, DO longer threatening claude appeared 

on the soci.e.l horizon. The eocial ak;y ae..S t ·o be clear ot &ft1 

threats. Tho oun shone brightly. 

Than CNIIe tho J:l'lost runAzing deeie~ion. The Supr•• Court decision 

declaring tho t:IU. unconot1tut1onnl na a gauntl et thrown in the taee 

o! every working man o:nd WC&BD 1n the cou.ntl7. It gave a Ueense to 

every corporation mid industriAl snplo;yar in tb.is country to prO<:eed 

with new attaclcs on wages, hours am working conditione. In abort, em 

oll aocinl atondarda and on ~ bsaic d .. ocratic rights. 

T'Ma chl.\llengc llll8t ani w1ll be answered by the torcea ot the 

unitod action of labor and oll progreaaivo forcoa 1n Congreaa and tho 

Proaidont. It waa anawerod by tho Praai4trnt with tho &14 or labar and 

progreuivo torcos ot the countl)". 'fba d.est1n;r ot ailllona ot work1DC 

peopl e wao involvod and challol)6e4. 

Tho Court decision aa1d in oftoct that all ooci&l. lagiolaticm 

aoourod throu.eh Fodar&l. chOAnalo n.a W>CoDetitutional. Clooo~ tollowecl 

ito odvorsa 4ecioion on the llail'""'1 Labor Ponoicm Act 1n llld.oh i t 

al.- tho door on all a1a1lar logialat.l.oaJ ao~ t.bet -­

with one on tho tan~ .ortgago _,_ 1n llld.oll tho Coart apllol.d the 

right ot haldoro of .ortg&goo to trriot a4 ooiH tho - a4 ciV 
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bomoa or all who were in datault, tl>o Court .....,. ...... -1tiecl pz-1;)> 

risbta againBt the 'II'Oltare and llvea ot m- beins•· 

Tho oconooic ro)"lll1ato or Wall Stroot ..,.. dotaatod in tl>ru 

ouccocoivo oloctiona. Tbey att~od to uae tl>o Court to bloclt rte17 

e tt.tto011pt to p.t.SS DOCeGStll")' eocial and labor legil].ation 88 a l e&a1 ... poll 

againot. tl>o orsanisins drivoa in tho beaic 11¥1\Jotriaa. Roc .... olt pre­

Ci91tated tho great o~le !lY maldn8 propoools to "unpack• the Court. 

Ho shrouded wisol,y his real •otives !lY talld.ll8 or oroodod court. 

calendars and senillty of tho jwlgoo and did prooont hia propoaal. "" 

Mvill8 no relationship to t'Undallental political and soa1&1 ieoues. 

Tho roactioonri oa and royalists J.=nedintaly declared •or asainat tho 

proposal, because tbey 5&W that to unpack the Court was t o strike a 

blow agtdn:st jud1c1ol. usurpation wb1cb •ould encOUTaee preaeing tor­

ward to the f'1nal. eliminat.1.on ot the usurped powera ot the nine Judiea. 

Really it wns • fierce flaht to the rinl.eh . It is very aij;nifico.nt 

tbnt t he worst r eact.ion.n.ries on the bench like J ustice MeRejnolda were 

so worried over tho outcoar.e that the<./ broke all precedents b;r attacking 

tl>e proposals . 

tho Yiolence or the reactionaries' and econoaic ra.raliata' 

nttaol< hro\lsbt about l.aportant •bans•• in Roc..,.,alt•o pooition on tho 

CIJUI"t 1saue . Frozs concealine the i sBUe, Rooaevelt in his two broad­

casta to tho nation asgreasivol,y detondod hia pooiti on and nat web 

() t'Urthor tl>an he hod in his ori81n&l propoaal.o. . Bo mado tl>e ioouo OM 

or stoppilll tho Court intertarenco with -od _....,., social and 

oconconic lagialotion, and cballoacod t be Court U J be never dJ4 bet-· 
He very cloarl,y 'brousl>t out tl>o po1at that tbe CCivt wu blMk'"' aJ4 

and sacurity tar worl:•a, t....-o aa4 ..U 'badau_, aaol, --· 
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tbe Court bed to be ret......S .ll!!ltL 'lbe ~ toptllor wUb tbe -

grosoive !orooa loat t ho fi8bt t..aporvi]T. But - ot tbe 8:;::-

Court Judi•• ... oigM<I u a re.W.t ot tbo cUnot arit.1c1• ot tbo -u ... 
departm011t or tbo gover11110nt aM - or t- pa.soed ....,. iD tbo intvia, 

ODd tho Prooidont ~ won the most bitter polltical figbt 1D _. 

h1sto17 oiDco tho Civil war. 

Now l<>t us oeo whot tbe Wagner low r<t«l.l,y .....,.. h1staricall7. 

Tho tirst case on the right ot worlciDpeD to orgamse and ot.rib woo 

tried in EnglMd 1D 1721. Tho J'~ Tailor• or Coabridgo nut on 

strike. Thqy wore l.ndiotod !or conspiracy to raioo their wogea. 'l"be,y 

were roum gu.Uty . Here i a how the court reasoned i-ta 

"lt is not for the r etuai ng to work but tcsr the eon.sp1rioa that 

they are i ndicted ODd a conapiroey or thia ldDd i s illegal although tbo 

""'tter about which tboy conopir. llight bava ~n lawful for tb• to do 

1t they hod not combined to do it.• 

ilhnt doos that mean? U your po;r 1a too low, )'OU caD quit. 

Thot is 1netfoctivo. I! 141 ~o;r ie too low, I can quit. Thot 1o 

again ine.f'tective . But we both IIUtet and both dec:id.e to quit - 4h -

that MY be orroctive . a.t that is conspiracy Md • • IIIV be aont to 

jail. 

The first coso 1n tbio c<JUDt.r)' woa triad 1n la06. The Soot ODd 

Sbo...Uoro of Pblladelphia were l.ndicted - ether tbiDgo, •Con­

spiracy to raioe their wages. • The pro .....tor &r~Ued to t be J""T tbst 

•it me a oriDo tf1l" tbeoe •n to ®otod.,..te a0<1 ro.t'UM to ..... t UDleao 

at inoraeaod prioo. • 

The jUT)' rsturDod tbo •roo•di ct ._ t1D4 tbo Utend••te ,..Ut)' ot 

a coaabiMtion to re1H tb.s.r ...... • 

It a a ba1lod witb JOT It- l'Oillllt&'bla _..,ert ca a0<1 ..,..._. 

/ 
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•t.tw.t tho • ....U.ct of the ,,..,. 11 - ~ to tM ~ 

itttorelto or tho c..-mi~J it pato an lllld tot- llll8001at1- 'lldab 

lvlvo boon oo prajtldieiol. to tba OQOoeoetul 0Dtcpr1eao of the oepitol.ilto 

of tho COltntey. • 5o it 1o Ulapl far wwlla• to o .. biJie to niM 

thoir wagos to tho bone1'1t of -olvoa ODd their r..uu.. '!'he - -

un were tound•guUtv ot a o011b1nclt1on to reiee tbeir ft8•·• 
Judge Lorill£ snl.d in 1906, •A o11l£lo 1Ddl.n4uol. IUiiT wol.l bo loft 

to talco his cboncas in a ltl"UflElo with anotbor. Bllt in a ltl"UflElo w:ltb 

d llll:llbor of persons OOOibinod toptbor to f'1ciJt &11 itJdiT1.clual, tba 1,_ 

di viduol• o ehsnco is •llll, it it ox:loto at all. It io plain tMt a 

strike by a eot!lbi.nation of pereona has a power ot coercion wbldl tbe 

individual dooa not ho.vo . • lea it ia still a eonspiraq to strike. 

Tho otr.ikas are legal DOW. The Wognor low does not onl;r laplloo 

etrikos but 1 t provides adequate uono wboreby to oottlo labor di .. 

pute& .u woll. Yurt.horaol'$1 i t ~thorizea and ull:ea 1-sa.l collective 

Mra:aining of the un1on1 representatives and the repreaerrt.ativ.a or 

""ployoro. Thio ie a fll"&•t ot.p toward ooeiol oocuri~ or lobar. Tba 

credit belOil£8 to Roosevelt u a odgbey cboapio1> of the w..,_. Low. 

lllvltover ono "''T think of 11PA, it woo a fll"OGt help to IJtmp-7 .., 

and their f'omilioe throughout the nation. It gave t- nn bopo, now 

light IUld OYen """"' inopirotion to taco tho !'uture. They ....re glad to 

get a j ob and have ooe. ot eoorae, the p«:t na -u., ba.t toocl Rl 

0 choop t1>0 and .avon rento wore lower t- tb..,. "'""' botcre the 

crioio. Tho gov..--nt gan tbaa jobo, and paid f or tboir laborl. 

It ouro:IJ' - ..... to t- 3ut tba -· Aid - d14 ~ dot 

Thol;r tmlt t-....lo of 1111• ot pad - wide 8DIIa'll MtZ c 11 

airport• ond - - u..tal - • 1 ou rto tw ~. 
linD th• so;wwt> 8DOCZL ......... to •• '• ....... = I I "" ... 



• other IIIUftiul orstW.aatio,.., &!Ill paid til• tor paoticlpatiJollB ,_, 

&!Ill th....,by raioed the:ir oa.ltaral lito. It ..., not - &!Ill it pre­

vorntod ,..,.,olutiotw7 ~. 

In this connection tllo a&l1 r........ .,.... into tile piatvro. 

• They were out ot luck ..-l.coll,r too. 'lhot cropt1 ~ _.. able 

0 

to harveot on their toru t""" hAOd to aall at too low a prioo &!Ill 

could DOt moke both ando • •ot. ,_ DOodad 1114 bodJ.T iD or4.,. to 

oxiot &!Ill lr.oop bo<l1 &1111 oaul togotiler. The s-- otoppoc1 iD &!Ill 

turDiahod thonl jobtJ in their dark and el"""'T dqo ot oxtroooe erioia . 

Taka tor i!Uitanee lloughton Count.T. '""" bullt with other WP.l _.kara 

hurdroda ot lliles or 110st btloutitul gravel roods tor t-..lvos and 

others and good old Uncle sam paid tor the:ir --':. The - applloa 

t.o other !arm dietricta of Bll8ll f'azomere o;be OOWJt17. The beeu­

tl.J\11 ride high-a of -.J.l tamers ore .,.orlaating .........to to 

immortal Roosevelt. Thoy btlnotit tile. aost tor all t !ae to """"· 

But thAt wu DOt all. Tho gOYarm.,t aaaistod tile .ortgqod 

farmers . Othorriao, they woa.ld hove loot all their past oartngo. 

Tho famora 111lo hod hoovy 110rt&q ea on their liQld ..,.. prntootod 

f'rom aortgag~ tonclosurea 'tor eone :r-ra Maoe. !he CozcNu paaaed 

the morotori"" l aw to put a stop to fort~ol.owcrao. Tho law ...ad 

thouoonde and thoueanda Of tarurs and thoir past iDYoataonto. Thia 

woo the great progra or I!Doeenl.t. Li.to •• tharwlt' ado oat.,. 111111 

aore aocure tor th•· 
11ow let us - -t io J!DO....alt•s r-,n poliCQ'. It io 

called "The Good Joichllor PoliCI' . • - - it - It - tile 

cooopleto oorodioat.iOB &!Ill olWMt1cD or tiMo 4IM doJ.lllao ,., ,.. .,. 



oboH ~ richta, and tllc'e't!r 1iJ·--e1111Jnl88 110ft and --

to<>d, cloth.I.Jl8 and ~t.cr tor tlae - -· ru, 1t ..... 

aurel.)- a better and ..,.. -oetW. ...,.14, om .....Uoetoo - of tho 

aoet baaio caua .. of torrl."lo waro. Be oao tbo firot -o14oot who 

( reoopizod tho Sorlot Onl.oo 1n o '<U'T ponrtUl om bootl.le at.oo­

phero a t .,._, om ootobl1obod a trl.endl,y om aioable rel.otiOD 

bot...,. tho two ponrtUl ooomtrieo, tho Onl.tod statoo and tbo Sorlot 

Unl.on. llio reeosnJ.tion nt tho Sorlot Onl.oo alone •-• better 

aocurit.)' and -co at -. om abroad, and a &ob happier and liON 

prosperous world to live in. ADd ~ber too that the ~AMrioaa 

oontar onoo bold ot llexieo Cit;r reoontl7 praYed bio aineerit;r of pur­

pooo in hio Good k18hhor Polio;r boTond on:r dCNbt. 

Tbe deadlock in Italian political lite was broken and a n• 

Cabinet fono.od on tho baaio of tho ah·p&rt:r oo&li tioo of tbo 

Liber ation Co.S.tt e., thue t'inall,y realla1ng the aJa eet 1n l oseow 

Contarenee ot Minietera in October. 

Tbon toll..- tho Tobor&n Contoraneo of Cburabill, Boo..-..lt 

IL1)d Stalin. Tho polio;r clooidod 't!r the -ideo tbo ailiteJ'T parent" 

for tho elJJoinotion of llitloria ~ tho world and tho pcllltical 

guarantee ot a stable pe&ce t.o tolla. wbi<lb will bazdah tbe 1100t1rge 

ot .are tar pnan.tiona to COM. 

In fAct , tbo;r declared that w -·•• our dot.craiJiotioo tbot 

owo nationo ob&ll -k tGpther in tho ..,. and in tbo pooce that o1ll 

.toll ow. 

Thll talta eonr- .,._. tbo taoe + ....s.n. ..-14 to 

correapoul aore 001'T'Mt ..S aotual Nl.wti=aMp ot -a.al11 '•1 

and political lito ot tho ..-14 ~ - ~ -· and - -

th.I.Jl8• in l'08U'd to h1o fOO'OSCD .....u. ~ h1o - .. and 
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'~'bot' - all 1atealed to lU't tu - - to • ldciiR 
pa... ot o1Yi11at1oa, Gllltare, -nt ond tr .. ~ ... 'rbat• o 'lllr t1oo 

~ .,._......,. -.mod ldo unapeot«1 ond -. daatb, !bill 

111livoraal 10!11 ~ or h1A 11 tho greatest tribozte to &10' . .. ill 

&10' cou!'trT ever pa.l.d to &10' aortal mn ill all hilltol7. 

Perhepo long before &10' OM elM Rooowel. t - oar ci vilb atiOB 

i n danger, cur liberty in jacpozod,r, oar d-1n pw1l ond tho 

110rld to be ooon in tiro ond rlaeo, ond tho oollling elav007 or tha 

ontire bullan race. He NY the aoR pconici oua ed greatest rrU 

f orce 1n hilltor7 to doot.roy ever,.thing door ll!ld Mcrod to u 1 in thio 

mo·rta.l lite . He aa.w the dawn ot the moat dsvU.ish and eonstrou. 

dOIIl.nation ot the 110rld lu tho brutiob force ond violeueo 1n action 

hitherto unknown in tho hi•tor? of aanldnd. He .- HitleriM ond 

hio lllll'derouo !O<Ici ..... the cOOling cr the greetotrt throat ond danger' 

to '""" with gun ond dnggor in hio hand. He oaw Hitler """""tl;r 

pl aaning end preparing tho .. o at ruthlooo and berberic ond bloocl1 war 

of .,.nJdnd, He knew how l1lllllJ' thouoG!da of Hitlore politicel o-nto 

in hia own country 'tf'eT'e sent to hie bllli ah hol ee or eon.centratioa 

c""p• to be torturod to dooth by a lone md alow prooooo of ogoQ.l' ond 

t onnont or hio vict!Ao 1n hie praporati OD t or war. Ro - liberty ond 

troodaa eone forever it he con daainote thio oorth. He m.. that . 

Ra know that Hitler ..., roell;r a _,. IDd a thraat of tho poaco ond 

decency of all ...,, of freed,.. tl1ld ot every vestige ot oar civiliMtiOD, 

He know what would be in ~~tore ror '1111 md -t 1IOIIld be tho oon._,ce 

of Hitler' a wrld doolaation. Ra '11M- tu t ut ~tot lliChV 

oooaio eleotroaic -v 1ato wr - 5o no ot - alobMIO'd 

am 4otrtruct1on that it .... dnolop to - wr _,... Ia a 
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- - it w1ll ripe the - - ~ the t.. + 
...-tb. 11e- <>L rocloot abto 11114 theSr- - totcoottoe ..r- ..r 
thousanda of u ... and -· of ld.ll1011.1 IJt ~7 1D ~ &!.oM. 

lie aaw tho .-ceeoili)' IJt • wrld .,.....m.lllltion to e<Jtoroe - ...S ~ 

itT -,., ...S Mtione. Did 7"" -or- 1t7 Bo did. 

On a..nd117 afternoon, De-btor ?tb, 1941, - eo •v!d..,q 11114 

Ulle'(pectedl,y the news n.w.a floolll the Pacitio- 1D atrea~.oc rapid 

IIUCCeeeion that it oureq lltuziMd ...S -•eel ua all tbet ettenoon llben 

Peorl Harbor ....., ~l,y ...S brutall,y attacked liY Japo w:lthoat "''T 

provooat1on 1ibat.soever on ou:r part . llarc;y of our _,.l!lldpa were IUDk: to 

tho bottOCI of the ae&, hundreds ot soldiers and eailore WWD killed aM 

murdorocl rutblesol,y, "IIIIT ot tho civil popnlation k1llod or 1Dj\ll'ecl and 

a not onount o! prop&rt7 dostl'O)"ocl ...S '"'IIJ' people lett -aleu liY tbto 

Jap murderers at P~l Borbor. However, these Japa.nese eOW'U"CUY 

deeds sounded tha deo.thbell ot the Jape.&se •pire, and at tbe ~ 

t!J::e t he d.eAt bbell of Bitlor'e daodnation of the world, o.Dif Roo .... elt 

knew it to bo sure. 

!few naellos of tho dqtordl,y attack rouoocl fNOf7 true 

blooded Aoerican to ohoer madDoes and it 1o no wonder, by the 110ot 

nrthleoa tlJld unprovoked act ot war on us by .Tapane•e n.r lorcl1. 

Tho ow1tt action or our Ca-andor-l.zi-CIIlat f~ ettor tho attock . 

Tho President rec....,nded el>l aal<od the Co-• to declare nr at 

once ...S the Congreoa prcaptlT ocapllecl and doolarecl war on tho W o 

powora . 'l'i.ao be cane a 'fary o01ont1ol at.e>t ODd ncpW'od quick 

action. !:11017 minute wasted t'r4a DOW on aMDt eo .av- aore Una ot 

our bo7• 1D unitoi'IU. Th• needed abo\'e all - ...S _. -

to tight poov1\ll •r-·- foeo, the - -t be f'oriiUIIecl 1D • 

1mrr7, w:lthont 1217 deJ4', t...,..,. ot -· &Upldn, tnaU IIIII 
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JU. qoaota ot -- - - ot aa. 
Ho knew bettor thaD •nr one elM thot i t ooul.d be d- ODd it we 

dono to tho ourprleo oC """~'. Be !mew that -rloaD PD1ua -'A 

be able to produce t han thlDSO in a laln'7· Be - tbot ..U. It 

takes a gN!lt aan to put tho wbolo world 1D -loa 1D tho -ot 

poui ble tioe . Ho cUd it. Tbo ruul.ta of bio "i~T"•ai ... loboro -

aJ.roaclr a p-eat bc'Toot. ~ 1o P"'Q7 &nil oa bor -· &nil tho 

det.o!7 h juat ........,.S tho oornor. U wUl """ be a tar diotaat 

tllturo mn tho Jape wUl. al.ao be llekocl to a t'Nulo. 

Ho """ not O!>l.7 a f!'o&t loader of _, .,~ a .., of war l>lt. bo 

wu an ardent Mvoett.te nnd lovor of poa.ce M.d. aeourity. Hi a plent1-

ru1 fruito of l.~bor •anitoot thMotl.voo now at the S11n J'ranciooo 

World Sec:uricy Conference . Ho hod '"'ric~ h.w Ol1d plannod in oarnoot­

neoa dthout r egoro to bio own lito. He attended ae"<oral. in!'Ortant 

eontoronces with tho othar two ot tho big throe in preparation !or 

tho preMDt conteranco a t San Fr ancioeo. J.ll this s::ount or labor 

nquirod o! biD....,., -v, loadorobip, dotonination, 8troJ1S wUl 

&nil lOft of h=&nil;r. Bo ourol:r -riticod hio Y&rf lito tar tho 

world of last.1n;; peace, ooc:urit.11 h&ppinooo and good wUl of all ..,. 

lt io sate to oq that no other ~Yidu&l. h&o - oo .,ch for t.bo 

cau8e ot P'aC-oJ securit7 and tM deaoa:ncy or t.be world a.s be baa 

dono . 'l'hio alone aakes him and bio ..,.o U..Orta.l end tho -t 

ronownocl aocl e::imnt ot ot<lto..., or ell h1otclo7. Ho hod tRith in 

the C<Wi~On aan arx1 people, ftJI did 3ettereon, Abraha Lincoln &tid 

Jac:teon. 

It uq ho ..U -.p to ut tllo qaootioe aow, - io 

poeat.nealf7 • A ereG Mn ecJde t.o tM - ot t:M-1 rtce, ext..48 till 

boriOOD ot ~lit, rolouoo tho -a ~ tho ~ ot t_ , 
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aroaaea unknown .tl.l\1 11111"t.e:rtoua seaa, fivea MW i.al.and• a.n:J cont!.Det1 

to tbl dCIII&in ot thaupt, ...., cocstellaUona to tho ru-t or -

aD! new hope tor tho tulure. Re .,.t be teerless. A ve&t •n dooe 

not aeok. appl.IIUfto or placo; he noko tor tnatb; he sooke the "" 

rondo to ba~pineso, tho wollboine or - lite; - - be •chi ... ee 

he ti•oo to others. 

A creet. MD throwl pearl1 before nine, and tbo nino are 

IS«<OticOD Oht1"4ed to nen. It tho grant bad alwoya Jcept their penrla, 

vaot nultitudoa would be borhori ana rww. 

A t.'Hftt -~ U a torch 1n d.nrkneae, a beaeor. 1n JUpe.rttition• a 

night, on inepirat.ion and a phophat to hie tallow """· 

Goorao ll••hinet.on r .... $ht tor our indopendenee osairurt Jtnellsh 

t".rr~.m\7 and domination an4 won. H.e was a p-eat. soldier a.nc1 statesm311. 

lfe all honor etd pr41.M b1a tor what bo bll dor.e tor \1... . Hie nace 

r""'ains i:rlorW in '\ll hieto:')'. 

Abrnlwo Lincoln ••ved tho Union Mel """ncipotod ..ulioru~ ot 

neero alavo• . R~ hod impllci t tsith in tho people. Ho waa a trroat. 

""" ood atato8n!ln . Ire bonar h1a •!111 l>IQ' hO!'llge to hia. Uo ..-ina 

i=ortal in tho heo.rte or , ... . 

Prbnklln Oel&no I\oooe'11olt s.:wod our nation .troa oconc-.io 

collapse, lind ehao?ioned. the rlchts of t.ha CONIO'I1 peo;lle; aocil\1, 

n.<tticmal ood internatioMl aocruril:7; a .. r ld orgonisation to prwont 

wars a..-.1 t.ho pot~ in war and peaeo . He """ tn~-1¥ a I:J'&at aon and a 

world state..,.., or tho tirst rank. llo honor hie Olld pq triwto to hio 

~:UEI~ory . IUo ,..,e will ..-1n itcortnl in h11t017 ood in the heart a of 

Dated, April 28th, 1946. 
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RDfRY woaocn .... u .ra. 
M S NADl...,_.t.~· • • II!W ... It, II, Y IUTaa&Y II.IU.S• SMS 

llaroh ) , 1947 

Dear Eleanor: 

I want to tbenl< you tor aen<II.Jig .,. 
Prea1<1ent Truman' s letter or lebruary 20th 
w1 tb a copy ot a letter to him t roaa Dr . Bane 
Kin<ller. I will be del lshte<l to tel<e tb1a 
IDIIttor up et tbe next meeHng ot the lranl<li.JI 
D. Roosevelt llacorlal 1oun<let1on . 

A!teo t1onotely, 

Uta. Franklin D. Roooevolt 
Apartment 6A 
29 Waeb 1ngton Square Wea t 
New Yor k 1 New York 

.· 





I\"OU $0M • U .. U I ICl 

YIC10l $AWl0CI • .... u .._.,. 

WHlfA .. llllOS • hH' ~,.._..,_ 

Chcle I · Ull 

aOUif I . IHilWOOD &UII WUU. • JOHfll I . WHAUOfll • --

FobrU&rT 25, 19~7 

:wra. Franklln D. RooseTelt 
29 Wuhingt.oo Square Woot 
Uew York ll, N.Y. 

Dear Wra . R0<1aev•lt1 

l!ncloood are cop1N ot ( 1) & letter 
to me troaa. Pretident Trwu.n, (2) • letter to 
Ulo Proaidont troa IWlo llndlor and, ()) e 
lett-er troa • to Or. Xi.ndler. 

I .. aending copUa ala:o to Henry 
Morgonthau, Franklin J'r., Frank Walker, Joe 
Oavi&3, Sa Roaemun, Franeea Per"lll and 
nave Nil es . 

Encl. 
RSSoOU 

Sincoro}T )'Ouro, 

Robert E. Sherwood 

111111111 ....... 

MIW J O II II 
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rebrua1'7 20, 1947 

n.ar 11r . Shorwoo4t 

I u onolo•inl rou copy or a letter 

1'roa H&nl Jtindlor conto1D1D& a tQUUUOII 

wl>icb ._.,. to .. to h&To a lot or ..rtt. 

I oa brtl18inl thU ltttor to rour 

attontion !or wtlatoYor it 1e worth. 

Si!>Cft'elr rours, 

KoooHI>lt Robert I . ShorOOocl 
CbAir'Mft1 IXeCU.t.iYe Co.m. t.t.e 
rrekl1D o. a-enlt 11-rtal Po\llldation 
6)0 P'1ttll ..... _ 

· - torit 6, · - torit 
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lllriCIW. 8D!l'!laiY ca::JIIII!ti ASSClCIJ.TICII 

·-Ba1ld1nc WubJJictoo, D.C. 

_....,. 2S. 1947 

.. _,. Jlr, Pr'N1CS...tr 

llq I iapcoe tor a t• -to on JOUl" Y&luob~ 

Siaoe - y.....,, .....,.rt uto 1n Wuhincton bu 
nttend troa Ulo lack ot "" odequate OOMOrt. ball ODd open 
Muse. Corwt1tu:t.1on Hall 1e •eoond-rate troa an accn.t.ioal 
M well u other po1n~ of vi•. lb'. Stoll:owak1, wbo 11 an 
• eeUent. authoriV on acouat1e11 • and I ban offered to help 
1ri th Ulo ooaot.ruetJ.on ot a obell 11h1ch would aubotMU&lJ¥ 
blproYe utter. , but n h&•• not bMn noouatul, the reuon 
"li•c be1Ac that -con.UtuUon Ball cunot 'be t...,..:utd. with•. 
'II>• _ .. 1& that WUhincton, tho l&tioa•a c.pitol, atill 
...-a1na without tho taollitJ.oa -•&17 tor tha acloquato 
produetion of opera, bal.lAt, conowt., etc. 

'lh•n \be Jt!f enon M.orial ... built, I ba4 bo~ 
that Ulia concli t1on would be clw>pd, u it would haft _, 
oapooiall,T appropria to 1t Ulo -.1&1. would b&TO t.aloon tha 
font of a oonoert ball and Opel'& boue aiJloe, u J'OU kDaw 1 

Jetfenoa 1rU not. oal;r & grMt auaie lonr bl.lt all aot~llMt 
perfonur u n ll. SonYW1 tbe prwent ~ wu dec14«1 
upoo, azd ov bopM ... t w1 th u .• 

-I ralentend that a rrakl1D D. a-nolt ~ 
1& beinc tbooacllt ot. I bolie'ro that ow ~to Pr'NIAI&t would 
naTO approTod 1t o..ah a -.1&1. wo'Olcl t.aloo tho toftl ot a pooat 
a>>oiC buil.dinco IIWOI'&l u-o Jlr, a-nolt, both bon 1n 
Wubl.r>ctoD ODd 1n Jlrdo Pori<, t.ollrocl wiUI • - t.b1a ODd 
about -1col. dn""-t 1n our oountz7 1n ~· Bo at­
cur 'fttorcate -eo wiUI tha pooateet onth-, Ollcl, &ltboueb 
ho wu not porwOG&llT "" _,tMt, hod a ~ ao.o t<>r tllo - 1• ot .._, &o rool1HII Ulo lacll: of a .-.rt ancl open 
bld.l.diDc 1n -...-, Ollcl what ouch a lack -t to t.be D&UCD 
ODd 1n tha - ot t.be w<>rld, 
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Hen .. , now that a Fr&nlllln D. - ... u -..uJ. 1.1 
beiJII plMulo<l, llicllt J r upecttull,y urco )'0111' int.eHot 1n tAll 
Y1 tal •t""' 

t1ttMn T&&rO aco, u an o<lopto<l Mc'1oan c1t1aoo, I 
proool.lo<l •••lt that the ODIIII ct tha lack of a .,.._ orcbMtn 
1n tM C..p1t&l ot • o<lopto<l comtrT would hno to be •"M1Mto<l1 
-I ot&rto<l the ll&tioaal ~ OrcbMt.ra, ,.. U would­
u tllcNCb tho n.n ot.p ll!.cl>t wall be tho ...... uon o1 a bu1ld1nc 
ot .-lc, with~ an AMrloan &.....S..., to be b.,.o<l 1n U. 

Hop1nc that 70u will be abla to ciYo tAll )'OIU' 1n-t 
J aa, with ldnd roga:W, 

!beFru140Dt of the Uhlt.ed St.wo 
llbit. u.,.. 
1Juh1ncton, D .e. 

lWI8 llliDI.IIIt 



Dr. Hane Kindler, Conductor 
National ay.pnoqr Orchestra ~eociation 
Woodnrd BuUding 
Washington, D .c, 

Dear Dr, Jtind.lert 

Pebrllar'T 2S, 194 7 

President Tr.-n hal sent 1M a COPT ot ,-our letter to 
hiJn of January 2S, w1 th the inte,...ttnB •1111•t1on for a gnoat ~~Uic 
blli.J..ding to be erected 1n Waahin&ton aa a 1U110r1al to Fra.nklln D. 
Roosevelt . The President ratarred this to • 1D 'liT capacity aa 
chairman ot tha E>cecutin C..Uttee ot the Fru>klln D. Rooaenlt 
llemorial Foundation, 

I aa to%"0'&l"dins copiea ot rour letter to the o!!ieara 
of the Foundation alld I oan assure ,-ou tllat the euggeat1on will be 
given thorough consideration at the earl1eot poeeible date. 

In accordance with the wl.shee ot llrs. Franklin Rooaevelt, 
the Foundation has ade no plona ao tar tor a mOD>rial which would 
involve the ra1ain8 of aubatantial e.- of 110ne,-. It wea talt tllat 
we should do no service to the -rr ot the late J.'reaidct b7 aol1oi~ 
ing eontr1but1one to a aubetantial fund at a t1ae when tbare 1a ao 
much suffering alld 'lr&ftt in eo IIIUlT parte ot tha world. 

Perhaps it would be halptul it 70U would into .. ae ot &IV' 
thoughts that ,-ou aq bave had as to the poaeible location and coat 
of the building that ,-ou el1Yieage. 

Sinoereq ,-eura , 

Jlobart. ! . Sler«ood 

RESt Oil 
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1 4D a<t I!II.Jil< 1 • .... .-:.~s.. 1 • a 
?rot .. taat 'bwt 1 ba•o al•~ Jallre' Nlll! tao ,.. ..... ~ 
t llolr ln41.Sdul ..,u ooo - 1 J•n• - IS•• a U.- ld 
U •bat H1~IOB p1(91o 1 - ...... h ..... toe, Wt Ia 
t he u u.,.. ~ ru ... ot Nlll-~~- Ia ....,., 
I t bltl'lt that otbere thtl"l I I t int ,._,.., ,.. 1~4 
Aclal01<1&el$e l t , 

The geetl_, .aca 1 qoocta wao a --. ' " 
~aQ, J OW"a lloo t r ,.ftl o4 ""' --far a_, lator­
nat.S a.~~a.l cr~1D\toe YJ th ,_ • ._........._ t a ,_. • .Soil 

wo.tc.h• tTer the tr.el• g hea \ c ...U I• '•tt- • 
.,,. u, P,.vtaotaut. 1 ba ... • • 14M -t Ida •Jv..,.U,Soe 
ta1 1 ,.., ... u - 1\lJo, 'bat loe bat eucb a 10111( aool •IM 
-~~. I fta t;lad tha t 1M - t o tide •••trJ t• a 

, ,. """' tc t all< t o .... ot - ~----'!f.J'lll'l­
ral ll•l..,. <?~ "1• o•,..l ftl,. nre'1111r1!era Chllnb 
nOOplo, _.,'"tile, ...u..ro to rell&i"" onlJ: • ._lie .. 
oot.,loto «no4o"' of toochl llff IUIII prMtloe, 

'l'lle trouble v lth .Uc.b'l>lobc>p IIWplaM ... a t hat Ia 
T"lolb'fi.n t.'>ar.e :>re m noW CI'OOII!"' o - ot t- J.a>op17 
CMhol!c In r llllsi<All J,Z<aCUc:a. ..,... Gw I at-, 

a- of t !>ruo p reto....., IIMt - to t ba - · pe-.1• 
r HUil thei r .., ceurU)' lUIS tlda lad to a - '"'7 ~ 

oa~ alt=t!Oll&. ~· ..S4a- •- pre&" - lt lll>t 
...., 11leh -1&1> 1"&111<1118 chtu'<ll 0 m e !.ala - .. ,.-. .. 
S\aplM• oo=-t!z>Oaat t? ao4 ••t•- u. -· or....,.. 
or ville~ the:' 41d DOt _.oya, lrJ ,... ..... Of *Jolo ~ U• 
&flllrOYO. 1'he reoult wa Vlot • • n tl>lt part!..,, lllfll_. 
oontrol or tae g <Yar-t, VIer• - poll tte&l -u­
CIOdo, but •ll or tl\- t >lllflo aro lD \be pUt. ,At tba 
preunt tl.me l thlJII< U Ia u.> onoat that we '""'v op ao 
naeb ae po• e1bl• tru ' t ot Nllp;l GU p.-ettoe. 

TlrJ ol ooaroly J o.re. 
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