





LADIES TRENTON CLUB

3701 PARK HEIGHTS AVENUE
BALTIMORE 15, MD.

July 14, 1947.

Era, Elsano» Roosavelt,
Hyde Park, New York.

Dear Krs. Toosevelt:

Jome tlme ago our organizatlion adopted & War
g-rhan, through "Reseue Chlldren, Ina., 1480
Broadway, New York 18," Due to the fast that your
name appeared on thelr Board of Direators we thought
evarything was In order, and stlll hone that it la.
Howaver, alnge then we have heard rumors that the
whole thing ls & fraud.

We would greatly appreclate some informatlom
regarding the above. Is Rasous Chlldren, Ino. &
lagltimate organlzatlon and 1s It safe for us to
send cur adopted orphan peokages?

Adgmrlng you that any Information wlll be greatly
apprealated, and anxlously swaltlng your reply, we
remalin

Very respeatfully yours,

I=3" H CLUB
m&ﬂmm
_&kﬁh&_ﬂ. SROTY.



April 11, 1947

My Dear Mr. LaGuardia:

I am afraid I do not agree with you about a
third party. It takes so long before a
third party wields any power, I can not see
lmuch point in trying to build one up at the
present time when things need to be done
guickly.

It seems to me that all one can hope to do
in liberals is to bring enocugh influence

to bear on questions as they arise, to make
the two major parties uncomfortable when
they stand for something which is really
wrong.

I wish very much that all liberals could
work together and if PCA could remove from
its leadership the communist element, I do
not see any reason why ADA and PCA should
not work together.

I do not mean, of course, that I would vote
for Democratic candidates regardless of who
they were or what they stood for, but I
think it is the party to belong to, and we
can try to improve the candidates. 1f we
do not succeed, we do not have to vote for
them.

In the Democratic party we have always had

an element of reaction , just as there is an
element of reaction in the Republican party.
My husband held a majority together because
he started in a crisis and everyone was
Wwilling to be told. His leadership toward
the end was weakened and of course, President
Truman hasn't been able to command as good a
following as my husband had.

There really has to be a recognition that the
public gets the kind of representation that

it wants. 1If, as it seems, the peocple want
conservatism at present, they will get it, but
if they really want better legislation, they
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can get it, and they can have better candidates
if they want them.

Of course, I do not believe in having everyone
who is a liberal called communist, or everyone
who is conservative called a fascist, but I
think it is possible to determine whether one
is one or the other and it does not take too
long to do so.

I love your illustration about the gentleman
from Ohio who called those who supported the
Wagner-Ellender-Taft Bill communists, but 1
am afraid that is not something which we can
call real thinking.

I certainly do not consider Mr. Wallace a
communist. I do not know Mr. Melish, so 1
can not say, but I do not consider wanting

to preserve friendly relations with Russia
makes one a communist. HNaturally I know

that Elliott is not a communist. MNaturally

I do not think there should be discrimination
in feeding hungry children.

vur troubles are economic, but they are not
all economic.

The ADA Wwrote a platform and tried to express
what it believes in. It happens that I do not
think it very good on certain points, but
nevertheless it was an honest attempt. I am
gquite willing to sit down with anybody and
attempt to do something better, but I do not
really feel it is up to me at present to
consider myself that important. It would

seam to me better if some of you gentlemen,

or the younger generation carried through this
fight because the younger generation is going
to have to live under whatever is decided
today. I haven't so very many more years
which I need worry about.

Very sincerely yours,
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My dear Mre. Hoosevelt:
I am guite disturbed over the split among pro-

grosalves in our country. I cannot believe that you can
be particularly happy about it.

I do not doubt the good falth and sincerity of
all the splendid pecple who joined with you im the ADA.
Hevertheless, 1t leaves a great many honest, slncers pro-
greaalvea, who have no Communist tinge, who bhave nothing in
common. with Communists, entirely out. People like your
good self and Wilson Wyatt and Leon Henderson and Chester
Bowles and Hubert Humphrey are members of the regular Demo-
cratioc organizations of your respective states. But a great
many of us are not dyed-in-the-wool members of any party.
We have, durling the past twenty-five years, because of our
independent attltude, been able to force good leglslation
a8 well as to Improve the callbre of candidates. We have
never glven any party & blanket endorsement in advance.

At the present time, and speaking for myself alone,
I note a declded trend on the part of the present Demooratic
Hational admitistration toward ultra-conservatism, 1 ses
8 shattering and a distortlion and a weakening of New Deal

=]
m
1]
=
>
[
=
m
=
-
o
m
2
-]
]
=
L
i
m
=
=
i
-
2
=

prinolples at every turn. Do not forget that it is but a
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. E. Roosevelt -2- 4/2/47 ¢

few weesks that the Republicans have been in control of Congress,
sc it is hardly fair to bleme them for all, They have encugh

to answer for. But in the last Congress it was with the aild
of Democrats in the House and Senate that good laws were weak-
sned and erippled and good bills defeated.

Mentlion is made in your statement to the Wagner-
Ellender-Taft Bill, PBut the Demccrats had the majority in
the last Congress. They cannot escape the responsibility for
the fallure of that bill.

We can discuss legislation at snother time. The
important thing now is, what cmn be done to rally all pro-
greasive forces into one group, without being the tall of any
one of the two major pertles, I, for one, will not take in
1947, sight unseen, the candidates and the platform of either
party in 1948, I want to see both, examine, scrutiniege and
compare. It 1a too early, as we say in New York, "abasclutely
and posltively" to announce that there will be no third party.
It may be necessary to have a third party. I don't know now,
I hope not. Only machine politiclans pledge support so f ar
in advance. FReal progressives are not stralght party members.

The technlique and even the nomenclature of selfish,
conservative, money-minded groups seem to have been adopted
recently by your group. The brand of Communism is hurled in-
diseriminately. Do you think thet 1s fair? What is the teat
of excluding any one from a progressive group? How 18 a sym-
pathlzer or fellow traveler of Fasclsts and Communists to be

identified? In the same breath that reference is made to
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Mrs. E. Roosevelt -3- 4/2/47 ¢

Communistes and sympathigeras, objection is raised to the treat-
ment of David E. Lilienthal. Is he mot the victim of narrow-
minded bigots? 1Is he not unjustly charged with communistic
leanings by the enemies of public ownership of power planta?
The seme can be true of any citizen or any man or woman in-
terested in public affalrs,

Only the other day I was testifying before the Bank-
ing and Currency Committee of the House on the Taft-Ellender-
Wagner B11l, formerly the Wagner-Ellender-Taft Bill, and a
representative from Ohlo sald that the blll was communistie,
thet 1t was inspired and sponsorsd by Communists, that 1t was
intended to destroy free enterprise in our country, that it
was un-pgmerican and that only Communists were supparting it.
Does that make Senator Taft or even you or me a Communistf

You made reference to Mr. Henry Wallace. Do you
consider Henry Wallace a Communist? I do not, HNelther would
our late President consider him a Communist, T know, for on
several occaslions he resented the abuse of Mr. Wallace along
those lines,

Would you consider the Rev. William Howard Melish,
who 18 interested in maintaining friendly relations with for-
elgn countries, a Communist? Would he be eligible to your
Eroup?

Would you consider Joe Davies of Washington, who has
on many occcaslons publicly appeared at rallies and mass meet-

ings of the Priends of Soviet Russia, a Communist? I know

he 1is not.
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8. E. Roosevelt -4- 4/8/47 ¢

Elllott has publicly expressed himself in opposition
to the OGreek-Turkish situation as proposed to Congress. Does
thet meke him a fellow traveler or Communist sympathigert
A great many of us have expressed ocurselves. Are we all to
be tarradf?

Would you conslder any group of individuals who are
ssking for an accounting in thelr own labor union Communists,
Just because the group in power does not want to glve an mc-
counting?

It has gotten sc now that any one who has a differ-
ence of opinlon or is not in agreement is charged with being
8 Comminist or a friend of a Comminist. My dear Mrs. Roosevelt,
wheras will all this end?

Do you not think it possible to have some sort of
ereed, an American creed, that good, loyasl Americans could
on thelr honor subscribe to and accept?Political esscclation
cannot be formed on a personal basis. It ls formed by agree-
ment on prineiples and common understanding. Is not the ac-
ceptance of a platform and adherence to principle the real
teat and only qualificationt

Should any diserimination be made in feeding hungry
children? I know you do not believe that. Some of us have
sought to have hungry children fed, regardless of religion or
race or politics. Does that prevent us from belng good Americans?

It 18 80 easy for one to make a charge against some
one he does not 1like; that fits beautifully into the present
plcture of those sponsoring a throw-back in our country to the
days of 1890,
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Mrs. E. Roosevelt -B- 4/2/47 ¢

There 1s great need in this country for improvement.
Qur troubles are all economic. Fine talk and pretty platforms
are not encugh. We are getting away from the New Deal. Much
of it has already been destroyed. We certainly will not be
able to obtaln the cbjectives of the New Deal-- a better, a
fuller, a happler 1ife, and economic securlty--if the pro-
gressive forces are divided. The reactionarles see eye to
aya. They agree in the House and 3enate. Unless there 1s
a strong, lndependent and progressive movement, there will not
ba much difference in the platform of the two major partles
in 1948. 1In all 1likelihood, there will be little difference,
other than tonsorial, in the candidates.

On the other hand, 1f there 1s a stro ng progressive
movement, and the partles know that we are united and intend
to take mctlve part, we would be in & poeltion to render
great service to the people of our country. I am quite will-
ing to sit with others and work out & formuls under which all
honest, sincere progressives could rally,

With kind personal regards, I am

8incerely yours,

[ l Cn’UJJL\“-“"U“"Ja‘Mﬁ

FHL/es

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosavelt
29 Wgshington Square
Hew York, NH.Y.
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