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LADlE~ TRENTON CLU B 
)701 J'AJUt HEJCHTS AVZ.'III& 

BALTDIOU 15. MD. 

lll'l. ill ea.no,. !!oooa'nlt , 
Hyde Park, N ... York. 

:lCIIIe time ago our OrGanisation 014opte4 a ':tar 
o~ through "!loaaue Children, 1110 . , 1'180 
8ro014'1l'J, New York l&, • Dt>e to t he taet that JGUr 
- appea..H on tl>elr !Icard of Dlreo toro we t'>ousht 
enr,thlll& wao lll or4er, and otUl ho-le that It to . 
Rowe'nr, olDOo then we lla'n beard rwooro that tho 
11hole thing lo a b-and. 

'Jo would creatl1 approeo late ·~ ln!oro-tlon 
resard lll8 t he abo... . lo l!UOUI Cblldren, 1110 . " 
leslti.Mto orSanl~~&tlon and lo It eato to" uo to 
oend our adoptod orphan pao.ll:aglo? 

.i.11urh>l! y<JU that aJ13 lnto,..tlon will 'be ~at11 
appreciated, M4 anxl<JUolJ • altlll8 1011r replJ, we 
rtlllt.ln 

Ver1 reopeottllll1 JGUrl, 

wms• ~· oL111 
?la.u < :8.4 A;yitDJJJr.l 

~ ~ . , ,. •• -90!1. Gil)!f. 



April 11 , 1 94 7 

My Dear Hr. LaGuardia a 

1 om afraid I do not agree with you about a 
third party. It takes eo long before a 
third party wields any power, I can not aee 
•uch point in trying to build one up at the 
vroaent time when things need to be done 
quickly. 

It seems to me that all one can hope to do 
in liberals is to bring enough influence 
to bear on questions as they arise, to make 
the two major parties uncomfortable when 
they stand for something which is really 
wrong. 

1 wish very much that all liber4ls could 
work together and if PCA could remove from 
ita leadership the communist element, I do 
not see any reason why ADA and PCA should 
not work together. 

I do not mean, of course, that I would vote 
for Democratic candidates regardless of who 
they were or what they stood for, but I 
think it is the party to belong to, and we 
can t ry to improve tho candidates. 1 f we 
do not succeed, we do not have to vote for 
them. 

In the Uemocratic party we have always had 
an element of reaction , just as there is an 
~lemont of reaction in the Republican party. 
My husband held a majority together because 
he started in a crisis and everyone was 
willing to be told. Ills leaderahiV toward 
thu end was wei1kened dnd of course, President 
Truman hasn't been able to command as good a 
following aa my husband had. 

There really has to be a recognition that the 
public gets the kind of repreaentation that 
it wants. If, as it seems, the people want 
conservatism at present, they will get it, but 
if they really want better legislation, they 

LAGUAlU.>IA 



' 

con get it, and they can have better candidate• 
if they want thea . 

Of course, 1 do not beli-ve in having everyone 
who la a liberal called coaaunlat, or everyone 
who is conservative called a taeclet, but I 
think i t is poaaible to deteraine whether one 
is one or the othor and it doe• not tak~ too 
long to do so . 

I lovo your illustration about the gentleDan 
from Ohio who ca lled thoee who auppocted the 
wagrlo r - Ellender- Ta.ft DiU. co•aunleta , but I 
om afraid t ha t is not eoaething which we can 
~al l real thinking. 

l cortdinly do not conelder Hr. Wallace a 
coamuniat. t do not know Mr. Me l iah , ao 1 
can not say, but I do not conalder wanti ng 
to pr~serve friendly relatione wi th Ruaaia 
aakes one a co .. uniat. ~aturally 1 kno w 
that Elliott la not a co-unlet. Natural l y 
1 do not ~ink there ahould be diecciaination 
in feeding hungry children. 

Our trouble• ar~ econo•ic, but they ace not 
all economic. 

The ADA wrote a platfore and tried co e zpreae 
whot it be l i cvea in. It happene that I do not 
think it very good on c~rtaln pointe , but 
naverthe l e'>a It wae an honoat atto•pt. I aa 
quito willing to ait down with 4nyb0dy &nd 
a ttempt to do aomothing bolt•r, but 1 do not 
really fee l it is up to ao ot proaont to 
conBidcr ayself t hat l•portant . It would 
seem to mo bOttor if ao•e of you gentleeen, 
or the younger gen~ratlon carried through thia 
fight because the younger generotion i e going 
to have to live un~er whatever ia decided 
today. 1 haven't ao vory uny eore year a 
which 1 n.eed worry about. 
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30 ROC Kfff ll fR PU>ZA NfW YORK CIJY 

MJ dear Mra. Roo••••lta 

I am quito clh turbocl oYer tbo opllt 11110ng pl'O­

greaaivea 1n our country. I cannot believe that you can 

bo particularly happy about lt. 

I do not doubt tbo goocl talth and o1noority ot 

all tho oplondid pooplo who j o1no4 with you 1n tho ~Di. 

Mevertheleaa, it leavea a great a&nf boneat, I ince~• pro­

greaa1~ea, wbo have no co..unlet tinge , who have no~ 1a 

common with communJeta, entirel7 out. People like JOur 

good oolt ond Wlloon WJott and Leon Boodorooo ood Chootor 

Bowlu and Hubert Huaphroy aro .. .t.oro ot tho regular DeliO-

orat1o organ1zat1ona ot JOur re1peotlve atatea. But a sreat 

many or ua are not d.yoc1-1n-tbo-wool .. Jiboro ot ony party. 

wo bavo. during tho poot twonty-tiYo yoaro , booauoo ot our 

1ndepondont atti tude , boon ablo to toroo goocl logiolotion 

ao wall ao to improyo tho oolibro ot oancllclatoo. wo h&Yo 

never given any p&rtJ a blanket ut.dorae .. nt 1n advuoe . 

~t tbo pruont tt.., and opooking tor ., •• u alone, 

I noto a docidod troncl on tbo part ot tbo prooont eo-ratio 

Hat1onol adai*iotratlon towarcl ultra- oonoorT&tl.. . I ••• 

a obattoring and a cllotortlon and a woakoning ot low eoal 

pr1oolploo at •••1'1 turn. Do not toraot that it lo but a 
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tew weeka that the Ropublloana haYo boon ln control or consrooa, 

ao it 1a hardly tair to bl ... tho• tor all . They havo onougn 

to anawor tor. But in tho laa t congrooa it waa with tho aid 

ot De,.ocrata in tho Houao and Senate that sood lawa were weak­

ened and crippl ed and good billa detoatod. 

Mention 11 aade 1D JOur etat1ment to the Wagner­

Ellender-Taft Bil l . But tho Democrat• had tho majority i n 

t ho laat congreaa. They oannot oacapo tho reapona1b111ty tor 

the !al lure of that bill. 

We can d1acuaa leglolatlon at another tlM. Tho 

important thing now 1o, what can bo done t o rallJ all pro­

greaeive forces into one group , without being tbe tail or &nJ 

one of tho t wo major part1ea. I , tor one, will not take in 

1947, alght unaean, the candldatoa and the plottorm ot either 

party in 19,8. 1 want to eee both, examine, aorut1n1•• aDd 

compare. I t 1a too early , •• we I&J in Hew York , •abaolutely 

and poaltlvely" to announce that thoro will be no third party. 

I t may be nece a sary to have a third partr. I don't know now, 

I hope not. Only machine pol1t1c1ana pledge aupport ao tar 

in advance. Rea_l progre1alvee are not atr&igbt party 11e.abera. 

~ The technique and even the nomenclature or aelt1ah. 
0 
~ coneervative, mone7~~1nded groupe •••• to have bean adopted 

S recently bJ JOur group . fbe brand of communia• 11 hurlod in-

dlacrlmln&tely. Do JOU think thlt 11 tairf What 1o tho toot 

ot excluding any one !rom a progr•••1•• groupt How 1 1 a ·~ 

patbl&or or follow traYolar ot Faao1ata and co..uniata to be 

1dent1!lod! In the same breath that rotoronoo l a .. do to 



oommuniata and l fmpathi&ere, objection il raiead t o the treat­
.. nt ot David E. Lilienthal. 11 ba 110t the Ylotl.a ot narrow­
Jdnded bigote t Ia ha not unju.tly charged with o-..htlc 
le&nlnga by tha enamia l ot public ownarehip of power plantet 
Tbt ..... can be tru• ot any cltlaen or &nJ aan or woaa.c in­
tereated in public att aira. 

only tha other day I wao toati tying batore tba Bank­
ing and Currency Com.ittaa of tho Bouao on t ba tatt-BlloDdor­
Wagner Bill, formerly tha Wagnar-Bllandar-tatt Bill , and a 
repreeentativa f rom Ohio oaid that tho bill wao co..unietic, 
that it wao inepired and eponeorad bJ Coooouniote, that i t wao 
intended to dootroy trea antarprioa in our country, tbot it 
wao un-Amerioan and that only Ccmmuniotl ware oupparting it. 
Doeo that aaka Senator Taft or oYon you or .. a ca..uniott 

You made r eference to »r. Henry Wallace. Do you 
conoi der Henry Wallace a Communiott I do not . »aitbor would 
our l a ta Prooidant conoidar hia a Co..uniot. I know, t or on 
oeveral occaoiono bo reoont ed tho abu.e of »r. Woll aco along 
t hooe lineo. 

Would you conoider the Rev. Williaa Boward Kaliob , 
who 11 i ntereotod in aaintaini.ng friendly rolatlono with for­
eign countrioo, a comaun1ott would ba ba aligibla to your 
group! 

would you conoi der Joa Davieo ot waehington, Who boo 
on aony ocoaoiona publicly appeared at r all iao and aooa ... t-

• • ingo of the Prhndo ot Sorta t Ruoala, a Coouau>lott I know 1: 
; he 11 not . 

~ 



, E. Roo .. volt 

Elliott baa publlol7 expreaaad bLaaalt 1A oppoaltlon 

to the Grul<-'l'urklab altuatlon aa propoaad to Congruo, Don 

that mol<e bl• a fellow tranln or CoaJDWllot 07111Pathiaort 

A great lll&liJ or uo ban axpreuad ouraahn , &ro wa all to 

be tarred! 

Would JOU conoldor &nJ group ot 1.nd1vidua l o Who are 

oolcing for an aooo\illtlng in tbel r own labor union Co•unhta, 
juat becauoe tbo group 1n power doea not want to Si•e an ao­

countlngt 

It bu gotten ao now that any ona who baa a dlttor­

onoo of opinion or la not in agreement 1a charsed with be 1Dg 

a Co-.::mJ.niat or a friend or a Co~at. 111 dear lira. Rooaevelt , 

where will al l tbla endt 

Do you not think lt poaelblo to have oomo aort ot 

cree d, an ~erloan creed, that sood , l oJ&l ._.rioana could 

on their honor aubecrlbe to and aooepttPolltlc&l aaaoolatlon 

cannot bo ror~~ecl on a peraonal baala. It la tora.d bJ •a:r••­

ment on prlnolplea and ooa.on undora t anding. I o not tbo ao­
ooptance of a platform and adherence to principle tba real 

teat and on.ly qual1t1cat1ont 

Should &nJ d1acr1a1nation bo aada 1n taod!Ag hungry 
children? I lcnow you do not bollove that. 80111e ot uo have 

oought to have hungry cblldren ted, regardlooo or religion or 

raco or polltlca. Dooa that prevent uo troa baing aoocl .._ricanat 

It la ao •••T tor one to .ake a charge aaaLBat ao .. 

one be doea not like; that !ito boaut1tull7 into tbe prooent 
ploturo ot thooo aponoorlng a tbrow-baol< in our country to tbe 
daya ot 1890, 
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Mro. E. Roooevelt • I-

Thora ia great need in thia oountr:r for improYomant. 

Our troublea are all eoonomio. Pine talk and pr ett y platroraa 

a.re not enough. W• are getting away f r om tho ••w De&l. JIUoh 

of it baa already bean dutroyod. We oartai.nl:r will not be 

ab l e t o obtain the objeotlvea of tho How Deal-- a batter, a 

fUller , a happier lifo, and ooonomio aoourity-- i f tho pro­

greealve forcea are divided. The reaotionariea ua aye to 

eye. They agree in the Houae and Senate. Unloaa thoro ia 

a strong, independent and progreaslYO movement , there will not 

be much difference in tho platform or tho t wo major partiea 

ln 1948. I n all likelihood, there will be little difference , 

other than tonaorial, in the oandldatoe. 

On the other hand, it there ia a :etro ag progroasln 

movement, and the partlea know that we are united and intend 

to take active part, we would be in a poaitlon tor endar 

great aorv1co to tho people or our countr,. I am quite will­

ing to olt wi th othera and work out a formula under whloh all 

honest, sincere progreaa ivea could rally. 

With kind peraonal regard&, I am 

PHL/cs 

Mra . Eleanor Roooevelt 
29 WJohlngton Square 
New York, N.Y. 

81ncoroly ;roura , 







.... ..... ,,,.., 
~ ,., ..(........c=r, 

-.___, . ~ 




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016

