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FREDARIK L. LIH

“:{, X z¢l Christie Macdonald (Lih) k‘fﬂ
¥

Ha
"
‘b o { 4,( COLD SPRING-ON-BUDSON, . Y.

{ Cald Spring 2177
W
© |

I do not know how long 1t has been eince

anyone wrote you solely for the purpose of expressing pleasure

and satisfaotion in the things you have been doing - both in, and

out of the United Nations = and in your manner of do them. I have
been wanting to write such s letter ever since the incident of the
loss of your driving license. (And by the way, I wonder did you read,
during the excitement of that happe y that Allice Hughes, the column-
ist, sald in her column, that she would be I.'upgr and honored to aoct as
your personal driver for the period of suspension of your licénse..?).
We felt in our household here that you absolutely s lustre on the
antire Democratic administration and party by your behavlour during
this time. The best proof of thias 1s that I heard some rock-ribbed
Cold Spring Republicans, than which nothing can be rock-ribbed=-er, ex-
press admiration of what you said and did then. Sisple Democratic
admiration would be aes naught: but you can see for yourself that the

other ranks ss a major triumphl

n v
August 22nd, 1947.

I think many people find the same guality and
charscteristio exhibited in your writings. I would desaribe 1t as an i
"agquanamity", a sort of gentle tak of=1t-all-dn-the-stride. It 1s
never more apparent than whdn an artlcle by Westbrook Pegler is in the
top box of the same page. I have scmetimes admired Westbrook and the
particular plece of windmill-tilting on which he 1s so buslly engaged,
but I have also enjoyed a lot of "Why encumbereth he the earth" feeling
about the gentleman. I never have the lmpresslon that you grow even
anmoyed about Pegler and his personalities. To me 1t 1s quite remarkable
to ocome from an article written by him, in pure acid and to serve no
legitimate purpose that I can see, to an artliecle written by you and con-
cerned only with the sufferings of people under conditions which can be
changed, if only we all know about those conditions, and work together
for their changing. I think this contrast has been very apparent to
many readers, and your stature has grown greatly by reason of 1it.

Fredrik and I are much interested in the Eopnrtl
that you intend to engage in active farmirng. (You will remember, ‘redrik
wrote last year and asked your good offlces in a possible Unlted HNations
appolntment..? ¥You will be pleased, I know, to learn that his long promised
broadcasting job with My, Walter Lemmon, of WRUL, has com thru... This is
in the same bullding with your son Franklin, and Franklin will tell you

of some of the suffering he and my husband have recently undergoms , in
thelr negotimtions about steel for the Norweglan Navy... These negotiatios
have represented the Norweglan bemperament at 1ts most lncoherent = and
Fred lambasts his fellow-gountrymen, while Franklin grins in agreement..)

The farm projects are interesting and important |
to us, We are wondering if you are, in your plans, remembering the rabbit |
fileld of uti-ritﬁ Fred kept rabblts in Norway, tlll he went away to ocol- |
lege, and hence has a fine practical working knowledge. The thing 1s -this
represents an industry whioh was formerly controlled by Japan, and is in 1
danger of being recaptured hers Fredrik and I are I:yin! a beautiful |
plece of land at Castle Yoint, adjacent to the Veteran's Hospital, wnd witk
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almoat the same magnificent view. We shall have only sbout two thirds
of an acre, and certain restriotions as to business use,eto., will
prevent Fredrik from doing as much rabbit-ing as he would li.ic.. or
prﬁbllhlz he will try to get hold of a couple of amcres falrly near
and use them for the rabblt enterprise. He wlll be broadcasting t“wt
flve days a week -Norweglan, short=wave). I venture to tell K:“ all
this because Dutohess County has gone only very lightly into the
rabblt industry, and the rabbit is now known to be one of the most
effiglent mechines ever produced by nature. It convertes a diet of
greens and vegetables into just about 100% protein, and when you re=
member we are liv in a world where the food supplies of one half
the globe must be stretohed out to feed the other half also, it would
appear the rabbilt industry offers a tremendous return, in food, for
a very small outlay in feed., Indeed, 1t 1s sald to give several d
times the food return, for the land required, and the feed required,
as does beef and lamb. The work can be done by the very young, or the
very old, and there are none of the dangers present which make farming
one of the most hazardous pcoupstions on earth. The movement to make
the East rabbit-conscious, to mske veterans rabblt-conscious (espeolally
disabled veterans) 1s one I think a very worth-while movement. I hope
z‘ou. and your son, in your plans for the commercial fa and util-
@ation of your growing possessions up near Hyde Fark, will become
hterested in the rabbit industry. Dutchess County has very little
indeed, in ths way of rabblt farming.

We now have three tremendcus rabblts, of unimpeachable pedi-
gree, and great beautys. The buck looks more llke a Samoyede dog than
anything else. The coat i1s magnificent. They are Flemish Glants, and
will weigh 20 pounds when grown. We shall not buy eny more %11l we move
next Epring, to Castle Polnt, where we intend to have a pre-fabricated
two-story Cape Cod house. (Having survived the heart-bresk of a Vermont
1790 farmyetec.,ete., we are now about to invest in a house which arrives,
complete with conerete door steps, and wrought iron railings, on &
large truck, and 1s put up, in four days, by three gentlemen equipped
with lots of energy)s I have seen the houses, stripped down to insula-
tion,etec., and they are lovely. :

I apologize for the length of this. But I have long wanted
to write 1t. To express my admiration -- which began on the day when
Miss Tarbell presented us to znu, at the Pen and Brush, so long sgo =
and to remind you that the rabbits deserve a 1little place in the planas
of anyone Interested in making the land produce.

With all good wishes, in all your undertakings, I remsin
Always sincerdy
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