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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt

I take pleasure in emolosing ocopy of a letter which I intended to send
to you almost nine years ago, whem the hand-writing om the wall had been
written after the Munich orisis of Besptember, 1938.

Much of this letter now seems old-fashiomed and Victorian as referring
to the New York World's Pair, ebe, ete., but the basis idea remains ms slear
as & bell and well worth bringing up again.

Namely, as I would express it, it refers to the exportatiomn of a suscess-
ful American institution to a foreign country which dates back prieor to World
War I. The exportation of our Amerioan idea of children's courts as a ssparate
Jjurisdietion from that of adults.

This original letter refers to a brief history of how this csme about,
owing to the personal initiative of the Coumtess Henry Carton de Wiart., Im
faot, the law establishing these courts, which she had passed abowt thirty-
five yesars ago when her husband was Minister of Justioe in Belglum, is pepu-
larly known in that country as the "Lex Julia," The Countess Carton de Wisart's
first neme is Juliette.

I believe that her husband, long prominent in Belgian and inmterpatiomal
affairs, both, has recently been appolnted to Caire but I know that she always
takes the kesnsst interest in the work of the juvenile delinquenscy.

It would seem to me to be of the greatest possible significance that one
of our own Amerioan institutions has beem so exported in the past, lomng before
the days when our young coumtry was troubled with the grave responsibilities
of being a world power or a world leader. In faet, if I am quite cerrect, it
was at the St. Louis" World's Pair that Mme. Carton de Wiart set bk -
btut steadfastly to satudy this idea. Bo the exportation went forth te
and thenmce over the greater part eof civilized Burepe, straight from the heart
of what some wonld oall our Isolationist Belt mnd others the beskbone or the
soul of America, as you wish.

!

How refreshing all this is oompared to the troubled peace sonfersnoss
of today where so little seems to be sccomplished, at least on the surface.

I sm confident that I was always right in seeking to draw this material
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to your personal attentiom, even as I felt so keenly at the time of the tragie
betrayal of Munich that hers lay s veinm of pure gold in the history of inmter=
oatlonal relatioms,.

I have never been sure whether this original letter ewvem reach-
od you, sinoe I was not well organiced at the time, im poor, health, ebe., Wt
oo matterecicas

The point in sending it to you even mow is that thess people in
Belgium always knew that I would do the best I knew how to sesk recognitiom
for them and thelr ideas in Amerioa, It is impossible to exaggerate the loyal-
ty with whish they consistenly refer to the fact that the whole system of
children's sourts, ns separated from those of the adulte, had ite origin in
Amarion,

As Mme, Carton de Wizart said to me personally, "you have the
sooial senss which I admire in all of your sompatriots,”

Another outetanding personal ity comneoted with this work was
Judge Paul Wets, who was the Chief Judge of the shildrsn's sourts for mny
yours, and in fact, wntil his death in 1942 or "43. His widow, Mra. Paul Wetas,
has proven, im my opinicm, cme of the ocutwstand heroines of this war. Bhe
harbored an Americsn pilot by the name of Bmith (who is now mrried to her
granddmighter and living in Fortland, m}, and for this was condemmed to
death apd taken to Berlin. Just how she survived I don't yet know, in that all
that she told me,by letter, was that "all is well that ends all.™

This, too, would seem to me most refreshing whem so many of us
are perplexed about knowing who were really our frisnds during this war and
who were merely the olewver opportuniste. Burely, there oan be no shadow or
even faint shading of doubt in a case where the 1ife was rlasked that one of
our own might surviwe.

In oonoluding, I shall just wind up with a perfectly human touch
to the sffect that I personal ly, although more than willing, have never kmowm
sxnotl y what to do abowt all this,

I refer in my original letter to imterviews with Miss Lenroct
who mggested to me that I write an artiole or a series of artloles, This I
might yet do, tut it does seem to me thet anything as pertinemt to our prob=-
lems, both ot home and abroad,at the pressnt time, as juwenile delinguency,
dossrves trestmenmt from somebody with a more prominent name in the writing
field than myeelf. Surely, here is mterial understandable, interesting, mot
to say thrilling, te the majority of our American oitizens who are struggling
as bast they may towards a greater wmderstanding of the world of today.

I kmow that your mind is always recsptive and opem to sverything
worthwhile of this kind, and so I do not hesitate to burden even so busy &
person as yourself with one more subjeot, which may already be fumiliar to you,
but perhaps not from snybody who has felt its direct impact in the manner im
which I did, owlng to my residemoe in Belgium prior to the war and my cordial
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and unofficial contaot with all of the people memtioned im this letter.

I saw Judge mad Mrs. Wets for the last time at the helght of
the Munich orisis, and in fact I had stayed over am extra day on purposs teo

dine with them in the intimsoy of their housshold, and thonght that
of lem trains.

s
ie
§

This, of ceurse, did mot happen but the moment was as temse
lived mnd the hope and confidence plased in Ameriss at that time was an wm-
forgettable experissce, I know that you are the sort of persom who will appre-
clate exsotly what I mean by this.

With best wishes for your continued activity in the many
fislds whieh you have so couragecusly tackled,
Blnoesrely yours,
_ﬁe“_:aﬁ—/’! ' LM

(Miss) Elaine M. Lomas
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KENMELE AND SHELTER, 87 VICTOMRIA STREET
Inapector G. ODOK,
Fhoma Met. 104

Asslatart [nspector,
REG. 000K -

—
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288 Bt. James Bireet,

LONDON, 2
ONE: sotober 2nd.,1947.

President, REV. CANON A. A. TRUMPER
Gecratary, MIBS M, LIVOCK (Tel Falr, 2471)

Troasurer, DR, J. T. BOWMAN Dear Mre. Rﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂfﬂlt !

PATRONS

Afr. and Mra. J. G, Thampaon

Mr, and Mra. A, MizFherson I‘ N Wb ey mlch
r. B H. Reld nk 1
B ki Humane Soclety wish me to thank |

ol i 1lowing the Painting of
::-T:;ii:;r-. J. I Labait for the Prifilﬂgﬂ of & & 3

ra . Juckoaos

Mr- and Mre. O. R. Mooee the late President Roosevelts' Dog to be uaed in
Mr. and Mra. ¥, J. Hiscox -

e TR, et conneetion with our "Be kind to Animals”® week, we
Mr. and H_r:. W. G. Robinsn

gty know that this gracious sct on your part will be
Helg. General A C. and Mre. Spencer

Miss H. Giiboma

Mra. B T. Orr a tremendous heln to our work and we A2 moat
Squsd. Leader V. D. . and Mrs. Cronys

The Director's of the London

B g O deeply grateful to you for this privilege.
HON. PRESIDENTS
His 'I'r;:.r:cltoni Archbishop of Huron Yoursa fﬂithﬁlll? "

His Worship The Mayor

VICE-FRESIDENTS .
Me. 5. L. Gusn &.W.‘ﬁuﬂ_ (hon.secy.)

Mr. F. Millar
Mre J. H. Munro e ——

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Miss A. Eliott
Mro B Ellis
Mrs. W. G. Ferguson
Mro Angus Graham
Mrs. P, T. Atkinson
Miss Trumper

Dificers

LIFE MEMBERS

Dr. J. H. Pickerisg
. O, C. Stoner
Dir. J. M. Rica

Mr W, Diyer
Mr. W, Murray
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LONSDALE. ARKANSAS'

I am enclosing a write-un|which has just apreared in’th
Chicago Tribune, as T kmow that you will be interasted in
my humble efforts toc carry on the same work and ideals that

Dad startid.

It has teen awfully difficult to keep u my contacts due to
the loss of Dad, the time I had to take off to be in the Navy Alr

Corpee, and of cowrse the impossible travel cord
business matters of the past {ew years.

Knowing that you have always been interested in
have expressed interest in what you heve heard o
here, I am hoping that the enclosed article will
way’, convey to you what we have so long soughtto

itionsand

our family and

f our developament
s in a small
accomplish.

Wwe are horing to attract some Termanent industrdes which will

c¢omplete the goal for whidh #& have strived so 1

ong .

Hoping that someday soon you will find it cenveniémt®to visit

our town as its guest, I remain,

raly ®ours,
g: !unadalﬂ "

cél—ui»r»wwu;lnx

JMJ/?A;Z,L.,_,
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