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Door llr. laiuaepal 

I !laft b .. n Uliu1, o !IM4 4ea1 .... , tM polltleal 
eUuaUon &I I new U tl'OII ow !oft ltate. I llMW ... ., 
buebaacl toU fti'J atro11111 t!lat •• IIPa to IUI'J n• 'aPI&r&H1ollal 
eloouoa 1n liMe 1n ol'll .. to W1a 1n ltN8. It ............. , 
11 .ot 4efMte& Ule •=•aoo U'O -· W wUl lie 4ot•to4 la 
lH8, ao wtlat bappeaa to JUa u Yitalll • ., ..... ._ 

I aoUoo a -'liar ef ·alMa. .... ...... hwo:r Ol'l'talJI1J 
loarno4 tra. tba laat =•·•p .. , M ••14 aot '-" tM 
ooloro4 YOto 0114, at tile ••••• .r - td 1111 aoit ••••• oaUn 
n -pport, be 1• aow Pla71111 liP 'NI'J an 11111 to tbo 111aoru:r 
II'OQpl 1n tbla ltato 0114 aloo to .._ ll'borallo 

o.· tho ot~wr baa4, tiM lllpi'Ooo1• 11 .,. •• asq tb&t tM 
D•oorauo Port:r •• tar •• ProaS&ollt bn=a 11 -••••• 11 
do1ns o good Job froa ~· Uboral pold at Y1.W. 1n aoot of tile 
th1,1 wbloh he haa doao, blat tbat 1n 0•11'0111 ,_rtlcnalal'l:r Sa 
~~~ · ena to, wo oro aUll 10SIW 11ct llaft a atro111 fllllt 'bJ tlae 
oonaol'ftUn -••ra DMooNUo lo•toro oa..., ....... It.,., 
t1111Na11ol' OD- tho J'EPO on4 on tllo ·PoU ~. I e1u ... W111 .. .,. 
o 'b1a" sroup of people toollal tlllat t~Wro 11 a ohaMo OYoa •b•p 
thoro h o ooneorYaU•• aoll1o4 power Sa tho Rapabl1o Pan:r, that 
tho Republloan Part:r UJ be DON llboNl tNa tM polat et new 
of N01al aa4 roUCS•a qtllltiOU &all W aa:r looo & .....U 
-bar of people to that ,...., 1lbo ww14 oi"Alllaa1.1:r lie l•ooNta, 
blaJ .t1o woat to aorYo noU.M t!lat Vloi'O Sa oM s .... oa t111a.1a 
tboJ w1U -- w1 th tba ,...., Wllleb llao:r •••W .. Sa AoUI .,_ 
rscta• tMas oa taaat sa-. 

Xo• •:r t1DA • .,..,. -. wUl. feol tllat .-itiMr ~ 
With tho OODMI'ftUYO 11-- ................ tllilt 1liltll 
partlaa oro ooatro11o4 'bJ ••• •1••to, aall * tSM W ... 
to fOI'II a tb11'4 .-rt7• fllat tbt .. pa=, ef OIL H 1 w&ll ... 
Will, '111111 OD tba Otllol' 11&114 111 Will &ef tile I ltiNMe .... 
booauoo wo ltDOw tho IIMMNt1o ~ ... DOt w&• :til it IIU 
tho Uboral Yoto aa4 ._. UlloNI ..,.lilt. ... Ill - - fttllll 
w1~ 1t. 

I U. .. , :r• t•l at~_. ... I Dew tllat llf'• 
ruspavt.lk 1n ... ton tHla '"' lr, ~ ..... '-UI !!II 
tho DoaooNUo hn:r -:t}''-• aLa 8h•• .. ua•J• I • 
oau .. l:r &a •a •••• a We 11111 t ...... • ..,.. ''Ill• 
,. ,., oa 1 a 'P• ..a • te tile ..a _. ..., et ... • a •••• 
lNt , ... a.llotw••• 1 a 'P ...-.· a oe•, -. • ..._ 

·-
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~raan1aat1on oueb ao ,_, 111 low 10111 all4 ......... ., 1a 
.nMo 01 t7 ooalA roall7 lltrl .. oleoU.U IIIIo pM •· IIIII 

pooplo vaa\ "' lalow _, U.. Slllllp - tor wllleb tile JIU't7 
o\en4o , and tbo7 ...,, to lie ~ 0.\ \llaeo- 1101111 to 
bo Jlllt tbJ'ouP.. IIJ'. 11117 la llhl ... IIIIo a ,.a orpalloUoa, 
blat 1t Mr. loUr lla4 not pla7o4 talP wub a poea\ aaJ17 poopla 
bo •ovl4 not bol4 hlo orpa1oauoa. IIIII\ bo14o 1004 flit 
praot1oall7 all of ~ ~ .. u. Par\)' INWJ>O to4aJ. le 'llb1lo 
"'"'' orpa1oaUoao .... Yl\&117 lllpOI1allt to \be PartJ, l SII1U 
70" ba ... "' a44 -o\hllli 'lObi.& llao ot\aa 'lleoa •oel .. ,o4, -17, 
a proaru 'IObiob aooto u.. n .. 4o oftll wtao u.. o~al or tile 
ranlt an4 f1lo of tile ,.,,oro. 

At tile pr11ont Ueo, \ba\ ~4 1ao1114o ••r th1na• 
oonoorn1ns Totoraao, health, ooolal ooourltJ, o4aoauoa, and 
abo"o all, tho oonoo \ba\ wo oro aoTl .. fo...,ar4 1ll - forolan 
pol1o7 to a poaootul worr4 and 1n ·oar ooo-lo poUoJ to a 
r Ml 1&at1on of reopono1b111t7 for eoonoalo ol\aatlo .. \broucbOUt 
tho wor l4 whloh would aftoot our owa la tbo! lOili ran. 

I ll.now, of oouroo, 1t 1e l'abl' pro.-p-u or ao "' 
tallt tO 7011 about tho aonol'al polltloal oltaatlOil whleb JGa and 
tbo ot boro auot baTe oono14ol'o4 olroaQ, p ro'babb la .... aoro 
4o\e1l And wUb far "-''-" J>GWOI'O lilt o'Moftauoa than I oaa 
pooo1l>l 7 brlfti "' U at tho I>"'•••• tiM. 

thoro 11 oao pbooo of tile wholo plo•• W1\b 'IObieb 
I thln)t I aa aoro taailiar and -• olaool7 OOIUIOO\o4 \baa -
of tho pooplo "'- 7oa 1U1oW voll, -17, U.. ol-Uoa lilt tho 
wo:oon who oro aot tho ..... lal' J>&l'\7 ""noro, ...... vbo ..,. tho 
woaon J OU ban "' baTo W1 \b 7011 to Wlll la .-polpo. Maar of 
tboo are tool1ft8 \bot wh11o Kloo Ponlao •• DO\ pai'UoalarlJ 
J>OJIII.l&r 4UI'1fti tile lao\ tow rooro oo loorotan of Labor, n111 
obo wao a woaon 1a tbo Cablao\ . fboro W11l 1le DO ..., •• 1ll 
tho Oab1not on4 thoro llao boon ao .,.ooUon oo tar lilt •111 ,....,. 
or wonn 1ll ooaparabl7 l.Jipol'\on\ pooUlono. Moo\ of \bo voaon 
vboo JOU haTo "' ha ... W1 \b 7011 to W1n oloo\loao, 4o ao\ ozpoo\ 
poo1Uono1 . bla\ tbo7 1Ue to fool tho\ -• -- oro 1n tile 
pol1o7 ,.,.Ill, p .. tuoao an4 l \hllllt "'"' tho7 .. o, r .. 1 that 
th1 o 1o not ao\ tor a brlof Uao "'"' po .... on\17• 

I ll.nov- aon..,. ao4o a UUla a..-tortoblo '1117 
ba"10i woaon ln Ulooo pool\loao, 11oa\ l tb1U 111o tlllo baa -
to taoo tho tao\ \bat 7CN lleTo to V1a .. ~ -•o ,...o oo 
7011 4o ••n ' • TOt•• and Silo\ tho .,__uo PU'\7 JII'O'balllJ baa 
aoro otrofti\b -· -· U U otu4o ao \1111 U'llel'al J1U't7 
ao4 tllo par\7 or ~ l'la"o \baa u baa ..._ \be •a. 



FI'OII ~ point or •in. ot doing -ewns t~r our • 
biggeat a1nor1t7 group - the oolore4 people - I think JOU will 
haYe to alike 10111 good appointaenu to ooaaluiona wbera 70111 
chooaa a aan becauee he il a goo4 man and baa ab1l1t7, an4 
1t Juet happen• he 11 oolore4 wh1oh JOU forget about in the 
wo rlt whloh he doe •· 

I thlnk the a4a1n1atraUon w111 ban to trr to pt 
the FEPC and the Poll 'fu: Yota out on ~ noor or the Bonate 
a nd not allow it to be k1lla4 b7 a tilibuater. It JOU oan 
get a •ota on thelt two iU\111 1 1t ia one atap torvar4 allll. 
the man who •ote againat them are known and their poa1t1on 
ia out in the open. A tight oan be aada on them on their 
record 1n •ot1ng. It thea• two 1eeue 1 ara killed wUhjnat a 
record Yota and than there ia d1aor1a1nat1on 1n a.plo,..nt 
and the eoonoaio a1tuat1on beooaee unta1r to raolal an4 
rel1gioue grouJ)e, I think we will be 1n danrr or oreauns 
a l.aok or un1t7 1n the nation ae ~ whole wh1oh w1ll attaot 
the Democratic Part7 aore than 1t Will attec,_ the Republican 
PartJ. 

I Will be 1nte ntated to know what JOU th1nl or tl'll'aa 
pointe becauee, Of' OOUI'II1 I &a 1ntereated 1n the IUOOIII Of' 
the Democratic PartJ, and I aa equall7 1nteraatad 1n the 
progr11e of' our nation vh1oh tranaoenda partJ lin••· 

Yei'J e1ncel'll7 JOura, 

' 

. ' 



. - June 3, 1945 

Dear lt.r . Hannegan : 

I have been thinking a good deal about the political 
situati on ns I view it fro~ New York State. I know th~t my 
husband felt strongly t hat we have to carry the Congressional 
el ection in 1946 in order to win in 1948, If Governor Dewey 
i s not defeated the chances are that we will be defeated in 
1948 , so •hat happens to him is vitally important. 

I notice a number of things. Governor Dewey certaihly 
learned from the l ast campaign that he could not ignore the 
colored vote and, a t the expense of some of hie most conservative 
support , he is now playing up very strongly to the minority 
gr oups in t t is State and also to the liberals . 

On the other hand, t he impression is spreading t hat the 
Democratic Party as far as President Truman is concerned, is 
doing a good job from the liberal point of tiel~ in most or the 
things which he has done , but that in Congress , particularly in 
t he Senate , we are still going to have a stroll& fight by the 
conservative tm.u.thern Democratic Senators on our hands. Ir t hey 
f ilibuster on the F'EPC and on the Poll Tax , I think we ~;111 have 
a big group of people reeling t hat there is a chance even though 
t here is a conservative monied group in the RPpublican Party, that 
the RE>publican Party may be more liberal from the point of view 
of racial and reli t;ious questions and l<e may lose a certain 
number of peopl e to that party who would ordinarily be Democrats, 
but 1-1ho want to serve notice that there is one issue on ~1hich 
thE>y will vote with the party 1-1hich they consider is doing the 
right thing on t hat is sue. 

You may f ind others who 1-1ill feel that neither party 
with the conservative elements can be trusted and that both 
parties are controlled by these elements, and the time has come 
to form a third party, That third party, of colwse, will not 
~:in , but on the other hand it will defeat the Democratic Party 
becau se 1~e know the Democratic Party oan not win unle ss it has 
t he liberal vote end some liveral Republican elements voting 
w1th it, 

I kno~1 t hat you feel strongly, and I know that Hr. 
Fitzpatrick in New York St ate feels strongly , that we must bui ld up 
the Democratic Party organizat1on throughout the country. I am 
enti rely i~ agreement with this because we have to have people 
to put on campaigns and to do the work not only of the campaigns, 
but the in-be tween campaign work. However, the day when 
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orcanlta tlone 8110h 1\8 T~DHIII\ny l n llew York and Prendegaat in 
Kans~e City could r~l\lly awing ele~Flone hl\a gone by. The 
peopl e want t o know ¥hat the thing~ ror which the party 
stands , Rnd they wsnt to be conv i nced t hat theee are go i ng to ·-
be put t hrough . l: r. Kelly in Chicago haa 11 good or ganiza tion , 
but 1r l: r . Kelly had not pll\yed tlllr ui t h a grrat onny people 
he •oul d not hol d hie orgnniLS:ion. ~hat holda good o r 
prnc1icnl l y all or your Demooratic Party groupe today . So While 
these orcani tA t1ona a r e • Hally U.portant t o the party, I t h i nk 
you have to a~d eon~ th ing which has often be~n neglected, namely, 
a progrM -·hi ch meete t he needs and " ina the appro•al or the 
rank and t ile or t he vo t • ro. 

At fe present time , that would 1noludr many things 
co nce r ni ng eternna , heAlth , sociAl security, education and 
abo· e all , senn t ha t we are moving forwArd in our fore i gn 
policy to a peacefu l world and i n our economic policy to a 
re~l1zation o r reapon81b1li~y ror economi c 8l t uat1one t hrouchout 
t he worl d which would affect our o1·n i n t he lo!t£ run. 

I know, o : couree, 1t 1s ratt~r preaunptuous of oe t o 
talk to you about t he s~neral political s ituation wl ich you and 
t he otte r s must have cons i dered already, pr obably i n much ~ore 
de t all an~ ~<i t h f n r great er powers or obeerYatlon than I can 
possibly bring to it a t t he present t i ne . 

Ther e i s one ph~ae o! the whole picture wlth which 
I think I ar. mora fnm1litll' and ruore closely connected t hnn mnny 
Of t he people \lhOCI you know Well , nnmely 1 th~ &itua tlon Of the 
,.o,en 1<loo are not the regulnr party worlt•ra , but who are t he 
wower, you have ~o ha ve with you to win i n OIIJII!)Digns. l-:Any of 
thu. are fePl1ng t ha t 1·hUe !i1ss ? er;·1ns >taa "ot particularly 
popular• du r 1nr the laa t t ew years as Sec r etory of Labor, et11l 
al.e was " wo::~an in the C11b1n~~. There >~1 11 be no wo:a:an i n 
thP CAbinet And ttere hna been no suggPation eo t a r or any wor~n 
or· -..o.oen in cO:J">&rabl/ i oportant pod tiona . Hos t or the ··o::en 
'l.oo you hAve to hnvp ~<1 th you to •·in eleotlons , do not eYp~et 

pos1tlone , but t hey l i ke t o feel tr~t som~ wo~en are in the 
policy malti nr; posltiona M d I think t hlo t t hey m\lat !eel t hnt 
tl i • i s not j us t !or A brief time , but permnnentl y. 

I kno11 ca ny =•n are 11ade a little unoonrortable by 
t.a•; i ne wome n in t hsao pos i tions , but I thinl: the time h{ls cotlle 
to !nee t he fact t ha t you have to win ae ma ny wooen 'a vo t r o ~s 
you do oen's vo t es and t ha t the Denoeratio Par t y p robnbly hila 
=ore otre:~cth a:.ong wo.~~n lf i t s t ands ae t ho libe ::-al party 
And .• e party or h•ma n rich ta t han it has /ILIOnt t he 1:1en . 
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l;'ro rJ the point of vi eN of doi nc; s ornethinc for our 
bi (Sfest mi :.ority gr oup - the colored people - I think you v ill 
i:n v e to mn ke some - ood appo1ntm -=n t s to comrui s si ons ,.,here you 
c: .oL>SP 11 r t,,n becnuse he i s eood and hRs a bill ty , t>nd 1 t 
j l.s t hrp~en s he i s col o:'ed tvhi ch you f orge t Rhout i n the 
-- J l ·E. ·.-t!': l cl: l:e d.oes. 

! thi r.k the administrfltlon ·~111 have t o try to get 
;;J. e F::.:?c a nd the Poll Tnx vote out on the floor of the Sennte 
a n.:: not a llo·; it to be killed by a fil i buster . If you can 
1 . : n vote on t hese two i ssues , it i s one step forward and 
tJ.e l•1en 1-1!:0 vote a eni nst tJi:P.: ·, are ~nOl'n Anci their pOSition 
l a out i n the o~1en . A ficht ct=~n be l'iade on t hem on their 
!'euord in "ntinc . If t h e s e ttvo i s su e s e re k i lled wiUout a 
r~co rd vo t e Rnd then t tere i s discrininn tion in emp lo yoent 
Pn' t te ec onor.i c situntion becomee unfair to raci al and ~ 
Jelic lous g r 0ups , I thi nk ~·e ~il1 be in danger of crea ting 
R lac£ of unity i n the nr, tion f\S ~ t~lrole Nh1 ch Hill affect 
ti,e Der~ocrn tic Party Jl ore than it ~>Till af:"ect the Rrpub lican 
Fa:::' ty , 

I :1il1 be intf restt=>u t o ;tr.ow 1·1hnt you thinE. or these 
!jo i nt s becAu~=;e , of cou r se , I E\1'1 interested in the succes s of 
the DP.r.ocrnt ic PArty , rnd I n:; ec;ual1y intere £' t. ed in "':he 
;.regres s of our nation •·hich transcends pRrty lines . 

Very s incerely yours , 
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M7 dear Mr. l'oetma1Ur Oenerale 

!btr1 •e•• to be ••• 

' l 
• 

laok ot underetand1ns 1n ~~ R7d1 ' !;·· 
lark Poet Ott1ot about ~e uee ot 
Mre. RooeeYel''• frank. !beJ are 
un4er the 1apre111on that 1' lnolu4ee ' 
res1etere~ aa11, paroel poe,, an4 
1neured aa11, and ~•1 wpuld 11ke 
to haYe a le,ter troa JOU llY1RI 
thea 1netruot1one •• to Ju•t what 
ehould go tree. Would lou be loo4 
enough to vr1te to Mr. r'hur a1th~ 
the Poetaaeter, an4 lend •• a oopJ 
10 that !, too, w111 kn~vt 

Yei"J e1noerelJ Jour• i -

Hon. Rohert E. Hannegari 
The Poatmnater GenAral 
Wa~hlngton, D. O. 
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