


Dear Mr. Hannegan:

I have been th.tnnni a !od deal about the political
situation as I view it from New York Btate. I
husband felt very strongly that we have to carry the Ong:ﬂ.nnl
election in 1946 in order to win in 19848. Ir rnor Dewey
18 not defeated the chances are that we will be defeated in

1948, so what happens to him is vitally important.

I notice = number of s. Governor Dewey certainly
learned from the last campaign that he could not ignore the
colored vote and, at the expense of some of his most conservative
support, he is now playing up very strongly to the minority
groupe in this Btate and also to the liberals. :

On the other hand, the impression is spreading that the
Democratic Party as far as President Truman is concerned, is
doing a good job from the liberal point of view. in most of the
things which he has done, but that in Congress, partioularly in
the Benate, we are still going to have a strong fight by the
conservative southern Demooratic Benators on our hands. If they
filibueter on the FEPC and on the Poll Tax, I think we will have
a big group of people feeling that there is a chance even though
there is a conservative monied power in the Republic Party, that
the Republican Party may be more liberal from the point of view
of racial and religlous questions and we may lose a certain
number of people to that party who would ordinarily be Democrats,
but who want to serve notice that there is one issue on which
they will vote with the party which they consider is doing the
right thing on that issue. ) :

You may find others who will feel that neither party
with the conservative elements can be trusted and that both
parties are controlled by these slements, and the time has oome
to form a third party. That third party, of course, will not
win, but on the other hand it will defeat the Democratioc Party
because we know the Demooratic Party can not win it has

the liberal vote and some liberal Republiocan el voting
with it,

I know that you feel strongly, and I know that Mr,
Fitzpatrick in New York feels st , that we must build ?
the coratic Party zation ~ the ocountry. an :
entirely in agreement with this because we have to have people "
to put on campaigns and to do the work met only of the campaigns,

but the in-between campalgn work. However, the day when



organization such as Tammany in New York and Prendegast in

.nsas 0ity ocould really lﬂihlm‘lm has gone m The
people want to know what the things ars for oh party
stands, and they want to be oonvinced that those are going to
te put through, Mr. Kelly in Chicago has a good organization,
but if Mr. Kelly had not p d falr with a great many le
he would not hold his organigation. That holds good
practically all of your ratio Party groups today. Bo while
thepe organizations are umx important to the Party, I think
you have to add something which has often been neglected, namely,
a program which meets the needs and wins the approval of the
rank and file of the woteras.

At the present tige, that would inoclude many things
conoerning veterans, hsalth, sooial security, education, and
above all, the sense that we are movipgg forward in our forsign
poliey to a peaceful world and in our economic polioy to a
realization of responsibility for ecenomic situations throughout
the world which would affeot our own in the long run.

I xnow, of ocourse, it is rather presumptuous of me %o
talk to you about the general political situation which you and
the others muat have consldered lll"ﬂlﬂ{; probably in more
detail and with far better powers of observation than I ecan
possibly bring to it at the present tiome,

There is one se of the whole plotgre with which
I think I am morea familiar and more ﬂ.an{: conneoted than many
of the people whom you know well, namely, the situation of the
women who are not the regular party workers, but who ars thes
women you have to have with you to win in campalgns. Many of
them are feeling that while Miss Perkins was not particularly
popular during the last few yesars as llmttr;.of Labor, still
she was A woman in the Cabinet. There will no woman in

the Cabinet and there has besn no suggestion so far of any wWoman
or women in comparably rtant poslitions. Most of the women
whom you have to have with you to win elegtions, do not expect
positions, but they like to fesl that some women are in the
poliecy nnil.ng poeitions and I think that they must feel that
this is not just for a brief time tut permanently.

I know many men are made a littls uncomfortable by
having women in these positions, but I think the time has come
to faoe the faet that you have to win as many women's votes as
you do men's votes and that the Democoratiec Party probably has
more strength among women if it stands as the liberal party
and the party of human rights than it has asong the men.



From the point of view of doing mumg for our
biggest minority group - the colored people - I think you will
have to make some good appointments to commissions where you
choose A man because he is a good man and has ability, and

it just happens he is colored which you forget about in the -
work which he doeas. .

I think the administration will have to try to get
the FEPO and the Poll Tax vote out on the floor of the Benate
and not allow it to be killed by a filibuster. If you can
get a vote on these two issues, it 18 one step forward and
the men who vote against them are known and ir position
18 out in the open. A fight can be made on them on their
record in voting. If thése two issues are killed without a
record vote and then there is diserimination in i-ilnxiiut
and the economle situation becomes unfalr to racial and
religious groups, I think we will be in danger of oreat
a lack of unity In the nation as a whole which will affec
the Democratic Farty more than 1t will affect the Republican
Pa.!"l‘-!.

I will be interested to know what you think of these
points because, of course, I am intereated in the success of
the Demoeratic Farty, and I am equally interested in the
progress of our nation which transcends party l%nes.

Very sincerely yours,



S e Ham

June I, 1945

. Kr., H H
Dear ¥r, Hannegan

I have been thinking a good deal about the political
gltuation ag I view it from New York State. I know that my
husband felt strongly that we have to carry the Congressional
election in 1946 in order to win in 1948, If Governor Dewey
is not defeated the chances are that we will be defeated in
1948, so what happens to him is vitally important,

I notice a number of things. Governor Dewey certaihly
learned from the last campaign that he could not ignore the
colored vote and, at the expense of some of hie most conservative
support, he i1s now playing up very strongly to the minority
groups in tiis State and also to the liberals.

Cn the other hand, the impression 1s spreading that the
Demoeratic Party as far ae President Truman is concerned, 1is
doing a good Joh from the liberal point of ¥iew in most of the
thinge which he has done, but that in Congress, particularly in
the Senate, we are still going to have a strong fight by the
congservative sputhern Democratic Senators on our hands. If they
filibuster on the FEPC and on the Poll Tax, I think we will have
a big group of people feeling that there 1s a chance even though
there is a conservative monied group in the Republican Party, that
the Republican Party may be more liberal from the point of view
of raclal and religious questions and we may lose a certain
nunber of people to that party who would ordinarily be Democrats,
but who want to serve notice that there is one issue on vhich
they will vote with the party which they consider is doing the
right thing on that issue,

¥ou may find othere who will feel that neither party
with the conservative elements can be trusted and that both
partles are controlled by these elements, and the time has come
to form a third party. That third party, of course, will not
win, but on the other hand i1t will defeat the Democratic Party
because we know the Democratic Party can not win unless it has
t?arllberal vote and some liveral Republican elements voting
wlth 1it.

I know that you feel strongly, and I know that Mr.
Fitzpatrick in New York State feels strongly, that we must bulld up
the Democratic Party organization throughout the country. I am
entirely 1lg agreement wlth thls because we have to have people
to put on campalgns and to do the work not only of the campalgns,
but the in-between campaign work. However, the day when
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orpanizations suck as Tammany in New York and Prendegast in
Kansas City could really swing alas;iunn has gone by. The
necple want to know What the thingh For which the party

etands, and they want %o be convinced that these are golng to

be put through. Mr. Kelly in Chicago has a good organization,
but Af Kr. Kelly had not played fair with a great many people

he *ould not hold his organization. That holds good of
practically all of your Demoecratic Farty groups today. 8o while
these orpanizations are vitally important to the party, I think
you have to aéd something which has often been neglected, namely,
8 program which meets the needes and wine the approval of the
rank and file of the voters.

concerning Yeterans, health, social security, education and
aboe all, gsense that we are moving forward in our forelgn
poliey to a peaceful world and in our economic polley to a
reglization of responsibllity for economic situations throughout
the world which would affect our own in the long run.

At Ehe present time, that would include many thinge

I know, of course, 1t 1s rather presumnptucus of me to
talk to you about the general political situation which you and
the others must have considered already, probably in much more
detall and with far greater powers of cbeervatlon than I can
possibly bring to it at the present time,

There is one phase of the whole pleture wlth which
I +rink I am more familiar and more clozely connected than many
of the people whom you know well, namely, the sltuatlion of the
vo-en who are not the regular party workers, but who are the
women you have 3o have with you to win in camnalgns. Hany of
then are feeling thet while lilsa Perking was not particularly
popular during the last few years as Secretary of Labor, aetill
shie was a woman in the Cablinet. There will be no woman 1in
the Cabinet and there has been no suggestion so far of any woman
or wonen in comnarably Amportant positions. Most of the women
vhom you have to have with you to win electlons, do not expect
positionsz, but they like to feel that some wWomen are in the
policy making positions and I think that they mgst feel that
ttis is not Just for a brief time, but permanently.

I know many men are nade a 1little uncomfortable by
heving women in theee positions, but I think the time has come
to face the fact that you have to win as many women's votes as
you do men's votes and that the Denocratiec Party probably has
more strength anong women if it etands as the liberal party
and tle party of human rights than 1t has auong the men.
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Froa the point of view of doing something for our
bigrest minority group - the cnlored people - I think you will
nave to make some rood appointments to commissions where you
clisoer A Lian because he 1s pood and has abillity, and it
JUET Lirppens he 1s colored which you forget about in the
rurk which he does,

I think the administration willl have to try to get
tlie FZPC and the Poll Tax vote out on the floor of the Senate
anc not allow it to be killed by a filibuster. If you can
rt a vote on these two 1ssues, 1% ieg one step forward and
tlie nen who vote against tlen are known ana thelr position
is out in the onen. A firht can be made on them on their
record in wvoting. Ie these two isszues 2re killed without a
record vote and then there 1s discrinination in employument:
sné the econonle situation becomes unfalr to racial and
religlous groups, I think we will be in danger of creating
a lack of unity in the nation as a whole which will affect
thhe Democeratic Party nmore than 1t will affect the Republican

?(J:‘t:_:"i

L

I will be interested to know what you think of these
soints because, of course, I an interested in the success of
the Derocratlce Farty, nnd I an equally interested in the

orcgress of our nation vwhich transcends party lines.

Very sincerely jyours,
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Yornggar

August 9, 1946 :

My dear Mr, ?nlﬂllltil: (Generall

There seems to be some
lack of understanding in the Hyde
Park Post Office about the use of
Mrs. Roosevelt's frank, They are
under the impression that 1% includes
registered mail, parcel post, and
insured mail, and they wpuld like
to have a letter from you giving
them instructions as to jJust what
should go free, Would you be good
enough to write to Mr. Arthur Bmith,
the Postnaater, and send me a 00Op¥
so that I, too, will know?

- n

Very sinoerely yours,.

HIH!‘!‘II‘I-

Hon. Robert E, Hannegan
The Postmnster General
Washington, D.C.
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