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Dear Eleanor: 

AK!BIOAN :auBASSY 

Atbene, Greece, 
January 16, 1~•7. 

Your note or Noveaber 7, 1~•6, did not reach .. 
until December 27. I quite underatand and ayapatbize 
with your predicament, Nearly everyone I know in 
America baa at one time or another aent ae appeal• from 
aimilar aourcee. Ae eoon aa I got your letter I imaed­
iatety asked t he Consul General, who supervieea all con­
aula matters, to look into the atatua or tbe two 
brot era, Uibalakis and Veasia Hariaaie, and I now have 
bis report . As ia usually tbe caae, it appear• that 
there ia quite a tile on tlleu bora troa which it ia 
evident that despite ~VIlat you were told, they bave been 
fully informed reaarding their etatua and what they auat 
do to enter the United Statea legally. 

To begin with, they applied at tba American Con­
sulate at Patraa, ae long ago aa October 16, 1~•~. to 
be registered aa American citizen&, and tba Department 
ruled .that they would become American citizen• only 
upon taldng up permanent reaidence in the United Stat11, 
which meant tluit tbay would have to coae in ae t.Digrantl 
under t he Greek quota. AI long aa they remained ainore, 
their rather who waa an American citizen, could, it 
living, petition the Department or Justice tor non-quota 
status tor them, but ae botb parents are dead they are 
entitled only to non-preference quota etatua, and un­
fortunately there are already several thousand prior 
registranta in this category under an annual quota tor 

Wra. Franklin D, Rooeevelt, 

Apertmant 1~-A, 

2~ ~aahinston Square, Weet, 

New York City II, N.Y. 
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Greek born appl1oanta of only 307, all of which taaa tor 
more than two yeara been entirely exhauated by tirat and 
aecond preference applicanta. When 1Dtoraed how lone it 
would probably be before t4eir turno would be reached on 
the waitina liat, they declined to resiater and •aid that 
they would make their permanent hoae in G~eece, liTiDI up 
the idea ot goina to the United Statea. 

It they informed their brothar in the United Statea, aa 
he told you, that no one at the Eabaaay would tell th .. what 
oould be done to set thaa over to the United 8tatea, they 
probably meant within the law and in the t.aediate future. 
Actually, they. nan been tully informed how to proceed throuah 
lesal channels, disappointing thouah this information auat 
nave been. That their case 1a not unique aakes it all the 
mor~diatresaina to ua, who find our natural aympathiea 
continually at variance with our dutiea in applyina lawa which 
are doubtless salutary in aeneral but whioh often require that 
deterrins ot hope which rendera the heart aick. 

Peggy joins me in aendina you our very beat wishes tor 
the New Year. 
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