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I realize that you might injure your
income if you were to inelet on a'
non-segregation clause in your éontracte
but I feel that it ie with children

that we can break down prejudice and
intolerance, Thie question of dis-
crimination is not "warring leme of
politics", It 18 basic to the succees
of our democracy.

8ince my convictions are etrong, I must
ask that my nasme be removed from your
letter heade. You need-not destroy
them, you can crose my nume off the
Eiet :
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Jaduary 27, 147

Mre. Elsanor Hoomevelt
29 Washington Square West
Hew Tork 11, N. T. |

My dear Mre., Roomevelti

Thank you for your letter ecclesing toe ons you recaived from Hiss
Major. She seems to be a fine person and ome who is ionterested in all
children, However, snos nas not in say sericas way toougnt torough the
inevitable personal impact on cnilaren of being neld im a sezragated
pattern and nsr oesire that chilaren not be "mpoe pawns in varying and
antagonistic political isms” and also that toey snould have the "common
ideals of all good citizens” from her segregated plays is eonfused toink-
ing of toe most negative and unfertunate type.

Sne herself recognizes the weakness of her positlon when ahe pate
it on an income basle, by saying "if toe plays coula be given the same
pumber of calldren for the mame price in Lismer, thers might be a poinmt
of argument.” I cannot nelp resenting ror allcnllaren in toe lower lncome
groups her separation om a racial basis of economic sectors im our popula-
tion, She has aroltrarily diviaed toe population inte middle claes wnites
and poor Negroes, Her arguments on tals point are certainly confused.
1f sne is really anxlous te reaca choilarem of the lower income groups she
could play in a less expensive place toan Lisner wo that poorer wonlte
children could afferd te come, Or, since soe 1s ooviously desirions of
making as good sa income as possible, ana has & large following, she :
could play omce in & nigher priced smitorium for woite and Negro children
who can afferd te come there, and thnem again to a lowsr priced mdience,
both Negro and wnite, as & comtritmtion te the "poor chilaren." Because
of the fact that our schools are segregatea it 1s of greatest iwportance
that cnilaren of different groups have a caance to meet through otner
contacts such as thlm,.

As for the practical side, Miss Wajor could imsist, as others are
ing, that a no-segregation clause be put imto her gontract, ibat 1a
what we agked har to do, It aoes involve some risk to her that sne
coula mot use Lisner, Bhe is sponsored there by tae Chilaresn's Huseun
of Wapoington, which is supported by the general commmnity, asd samite
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Negroes to toe saseum, The Children's Museum is toe only non~universlty
group atill nelog Lisner Amaitorium, woleh is ot to thelr credit eitner.
It would seem thoroughly appropriate to everyone that A group oI this
type shoula take a firm stana Ior real democracy.

Finally, Miss Major's basic Aechille's neel, of course, is in ner
final hope tunt soom "all toe warring lsss of politice® will be forgottem.
taman rigats, personal dignity, a feeliug of secarity for all caildren,
can nardly be called an ism of politice. Toey are basie to the stractare
of pur wociety. 5o long as we deprive part of our population of these
tasic rignts we renounce our moral leadersnip in the worla, Miss Major
ana others must bw urged to consioer thelr tinaneial earuings as a
secondary issus for a while and to give Laeir wnols hearted support to
tnls pressure for unsegregated theatres, CUnly thus can she honestly say
"I belisve strongly in teacning pride of race, ambition for accomplishment,
ingpiration for scholarship ana etnice me the bases of tne obviously
rightful equality of the Negro scomomically and socially.” Miss Major,
1ike so many other, is mixed up on these lsmues. I gm sure that you can
nelp her see tne inconsistency of ner positiom.

We do appreclate your interest and nelp im tois matter and hope that
you will send us & copy of your correspondence to Mise Major.

With all good wisaoea,

Sincerely yours,

:. nj C. Laslie Glenn
¥irat Vice Chalrman
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Jamuary 11, 1947

Mre, Elsanor Roocsevelt
29 Waghington Square West ’
Hew York 11, K. T,

;),-' My dear Mre. Eoosevelt:

. Thank you very much for yeur letter. I anjoyed so
M msuch talklng with you the other night and found the whole
) meeting sxtremely stimmlating,

*"‘-\-\.

:. (4 T ¥e are pot publiclsing your resignation from the

v : Clare Tree Major advisory committee yet, since you had
gald you would rather have us walt until you hear from
har., When you send us coples of your correspondence with
kor would you be kind enough to indicate what portion we J
=AYy release, or give ns & short statement? The people
who are followlng our campaign clossly would sppreciate
kmowing what your feelings are im your own words,

Sincerely yours,

0. C. Leanlie #lenn
rot Vice
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ANNOUNCING THE OPENING OF A COMEINED FETITION-BEOYCOTT-PICKET CAMPAIGH
TO OFEN THE LEGITIMATE THEATRES OF WASHINGTON TO NEGROES

JANUARY 13, 1847 through FEBRUARY 12, 1547

Tha tneatre campalgn is now approaching its climax, The dramatists-
coppoeers-actors pledges have had thelr effect, The Natlonal Theatrs is having
difficulty booking new plays. If Actors Equity acte favorably on the pending
rosolutlon to require non-discriminatiom clauses in the contracts of all actors
arpearing in Washingten, Tne Haticnal will eitger have to change its policy or
ge out of business as a legitimate theatre, WNow ls the time to accelerate all
community efforts to demonstrate to The Wational, Lisner Auditorlum and Equity
members that Washington wants the legitimate theatre continued but will support
it only if it is non-dlscriminatory.

Luring the month beginning Monday January 13th and ending, eignificantly,
on Lincoln's Birthday, February l2th, we are calling on all white theatre-goers
to sign elther or both a petition to the officinls of the Maticnal Lisner Audli-
torium that they abandon their policy cf racial discrimination, and & boycott
pledee stating that tney will not attend performances at either place until
Hegroes arce adnitted,

At the same time we will maintain en interracial picket line in front of tha
Hational Tneatra at the opening of each perfoymance each day, and in front of
Lisner Auditorium aach time they have & play allegedly "open to the public.® This
will be an informative picket line, directad not against the actors but againat
the maongement, and deslzned to call the attention of patrone to our campalgn and
to ask them to slgn the petition and pledss,

All organizations and individunls are urged to join in this campaign. Eaon
srganization is invited to sponsor its own picket line if it wishes, Individunla
nay, if tpney like, plcket under the banner of the Committee for Eacial Lemocracy.
We hope to have at least ten pickets for each cocasion, each group to march for
at lenst an hour. All who wleh to participate are lnvited to get in touch with the
chalrman of the dommittea for Eacial Lemocracy's Subcommittee on Public Accomoda-
tion, Mre. Jean Cewsptell Cleamente, *ho is in charge of Arrangemente for this
campaign. Sne may be reached through this office during the day, and at Cupont
2549 aveulnga,

(over)
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Erclosed 1: a petition fnm and & J:n;rcutt phdﬂ card, More of each will be
supjlied by our office on request. Organizaions wishing to- distribute peflticn
and boyentt pledge forms ovar thelr own naue are lnvited to do so, and we will be
glnd to aupply forme with thelr imprist, but 1t is hoped that at the end of the
carpalgn they will consolidate their retarns with ours mo_that we miy present tha
results in one great unit at the same time to the officials of the Natlonal
Thectre and Lisner Auditorium, A Lo B

Ever since the Gnmittn fvur Ihcial l:.pmumr challenped the-policy of
Gearge Wushington Univeraity! 'H new Lisner Auditorium on the evening of Octocber
9th, and our interrncial group of friends and supporters wes turued away, the
theatre campaign hae had two mgjor fronte, as Ifulld'l'!t -

1, We have been ssking all poesible contractdrs to refuse to use Lisner
huditoriam or the kotional Theatres for plays, forume, etc., unless non-discrimidia-
tion cimises were included in their contracta, Whe're contracts had already buan
slgned, we asked that they speak out ngalnat Jimcrow and anncunca thelir intention
never aonin to be n party to it, The response has bteen marmificant. For exaujle,
Robert E. Sherwood and liaxmall Anderson obtained the slgnatures of. 22 drasatists
upd composerz to & pledze to fesulre A non-discrimination clauee In all future
contracts. The results of tpe pledsd have already teen np;-ﬂrunt in the nunber of
rend plays that have hypassed Washington.. An uuprﬂ-cednntnﬂ fourth week for tue
play currently at The Haticnal has been anncunced in plncc of Ellsabeth Barguer's
rev pley =hich was to. nave opensd therd January, 13th, . Incrid Berpmun's @iatasent
¢n the eccaslon of tha dpening of "Joan of Lorraine” gave impetus to & movement
already uuder way in ‘Actors Equity for an organizational requirsment of a non-
dincrimination clause, You have probably read the statements of Walter Huaton,
Tallulan Banknesd, Clarence Lervent (Fresldent of Equity) nnd other stars, mAde
in regpoare to our-appeal, Most of €he cast of almost each play thnt has bean at
The Natlonal nave jolned in resolutions te Adtars Equity callineg for early action
en the Equity bayeott rulisg, and such Actlon appears lmminent.,

2, The othor chief aspect of our cpupalgn hae been to have large numbers of
peaple in interraclal groups buy tickets and escek adnission at curtain time. Thnis
obviouely nad the intended effect of making jimerow unprofitable, becauss Tha
Fational receutly tock the unprecedented step of refuslng te refund the tickat
roney of the sroune they turned away, We are naturally challenging them ino -the
courts on this, a8 well as on thelr jlpn:rn"r_pa'l_j.qr,i

The cusulative effect of these afforts is beginning to tell, If =s 411 pull
together nnd help to mobilize public opinion durinsg the coming month, the officinls
of the Hational Tneatre and Lisner Auditorium canuat help but respond. =

#Yatch the aewspnners for further detalls on the court cmges.

e —————————————
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December 38, 1548

Mres, Franklis D, Rocsevelt
Byde Park, New York

Dear Mrs, Esoseveltin

I am an actl ve menber of the Committes for Racial Demcoracy, which
initiated the curremt campaign against the discriminatory policies of the
Lisner iuditetlum of George Washington University and the Natlonal Thastrs,
Yo are & coordipating cltizen's commlttes, recently formed, cosprisiag i
leaders of wach local groups as the NALCP, UDA, AFL, CIO, Washington Fed-
eration of Churches, Cathelic Imterrscial Council, Potomac Cosperative
Federation, Leagus of Vomen Voters, sto,

One aspect of our campalgn which has besn highly successful bas besn
te ask all pessible contracters to refuse to use The Lisner or The Natiomal
for forums, plays, eto, unless anti-discrimimation clsuses are included |
in their contracts, The responss has besn magnificant, Tou probably kmew
that Esbert E, Snervosd cbtained the sigmatures of 33 dramatists and com-
posers to a pledgp te require mch & clsmse, snd that spch stars as Ingrid
Bergman and Tallulsh Banikhead have gives great lwpstus to the move within
Acters Equity for enactmnt of & ruling bwarring Bquity seabera from the
stage of may theatre in Vashington which bars Negroes from the mdience.
Bqually heartening has been the support of white theatre-gosrs here for a
campaign which already has deprived them of sbat of the best productions
and may sven deprive tham of live drama altogether for a time,

I am writing to you mow becaunss your name is on the letterhesad (al-
though the nature of the mssociation is met indlcated) of the only New
Tork theatriocal growp still boeking inte the Lisner inditerium = Clare
Tree Major's Children's Theatrs of New York. 1 mm snclosing a cepy of her
reply, together with a copy of original letter to her, I belisve you
will be glad to knew her's is the only responss of this nature we have
recelved,

Bince you will be here Jamuary 3rd amd 4th for the UDA dimner, I
wonder if you would be kind enough to allew me a few mimutes of your tims

during your visit to discass this with you. I'd have written to you /|
sconer, but I hesitated to impose upon you during yeur crowded days at ﬁ“’
-

Laks Sgcosss, !;i'b'f
Bincersl y yours,
Ve O »
lrfll ::::l.o L;JJ ?
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Hies Ida Fox

1420 B Street N. W.
Washington 9, D. C.

My dear Hiss Fox:

. ¢
CLAFE TREE MAJOR o CLAFE TREE MAJOR, ING,
F Chappaqua, N. Y.
Assocliates; Y Chappagya 2898
Lorothy Major u
Harian LePew :
Flora Houghtalling
Traynor Ferrillo l|
& CLARE TREZ MAJOR PHILDEEN'S THEATEE - }
of Xew York

October 34, 1946

e heve hed the pleasars for many yeas of

playing to the negro children in Washington at the
Arzstrong School througn the sponsorship of Mrs. Bunice

Hatthews, We much prefer to continue this to trying
to bring the children to George Washington, which is

elready crowded.

s/
Chd/n

Sincerely,

CLAFE THEE MAJOR

Mgl

Lacy Armstrong
Marzaret Anglin
Edan Desn Ealker
Edith Earrett
Jrnet Fescher
Jepn Betzner

uhnrles CGobarn

lirs, Cplvin Coolidege
Lr. Hermann Coopsr
Jane Cowl

Eleie Ferguson

Eese Goodykoonts

Clifford M. Oould
Helan Hayee
Arthur Hohl
Hotocher Hughes
Janas Edward Leath
Vincent Price

Tary Boberts Hinehart
Viola Roache

Futh Zryan Oven Fohde
Hre, Fraklin D. Roosevalt
Ernest Trusx

Hre. Frank YVanderlip




Ootober 22, 1946

Clare Trees Major, Ine,
The Children's Theatrs of New York
Chappaqua, Few Tork

Lear Wrs. Major,

On October 9th, Lisner Auditorium, Oeerge Vashiagton Universiiy's nevly
opensd public hall, refused to admit Negroes to the first produg-
tion staged thers, "Ballet for Amerisca,” Although ons interracial party wae
admitted, about n dosen aimilarly constituted groups were denled admission
and thelr mopey refunded, Yursk Shabelevaki, Produser and Co-Directer
of "Ballet for America,” protested to the universiiy managemeni, and endeavored
to persuade them to permit him to take in as his personal guests the next eve-
ning all those who had beem turned sway, but without maccess,

The Committes for Pecial Cemcoracy, a comsunitywide coordinating organ-
{zation in which sare represented moet of the leading groups in Wasnington
oppened to segregation, immediately protestsd the mansgement's actlon and re-
quested clarification of university poliey. On Oatobar 15th, University
Fresident Cloyd Marvin told a delegatinn of our afficers that our request
that there be no disorimination will be referred to the next meeting of the
Board of Trustees in Jamuary. Heanwhile, hs teld us, the policy will be not
to admit Negroes to university-sponsorsd events, tut the admission of Negroes
to commarcially sponosred productions will be left to the dlsoretlon of a
university employee, Auditorium lansager Vinceant ds Angelis, On Octaber 17th
ir. de Angelis $0l4 us he would fo'lew the pattern nf tha community and not
admit Yegroas to Lisner Auditorium under any clroumstances,

As we pointed out to Presideat Marvin and to lir. de Angelis, the commun-
ity pattern as regards the lagitimate and concert thratre is far from
consistent, The National Thoatrs permits Negross on the stage but mot in the
aadience, Constitution Eall permlts Negrees in the audlance but not én the
stage, Osor=e Washington University has, therefores, the opportunity and
oblization in openeing ites new maditorium to the publie, to take the leader-
ship in sstablishing a naw precedent, consistent with demcoracy, by admitting
all people to its atage and mudlence without regard to ocolor,

e believe you will agree with us that such productions as those presented
by the Childrea's Theatrs of New York should be mads available to all children,
regardless of race. We belleve you will agree also that the pattern of
sagregation that the university seeks to streggthen and perpetuate ls inteler-
able in this day and age, and that a non-profit sducational institutlion such



-I-

as Ceorge ¥ashington University must take the lead in breaking down artificial
racial barriers, :

%e, here, are doing our utmost to persusde the university to abandon its
Jim Crow policy and hope we will soon succeed, Weanwhile, we ask that you
notify the university officials that the additional preseatation of Children's
Theatre productions scheduled for November, Lecember, Januamy and March, will
be contigent on their assurance that Negro childrea will be admitted, We
are asking other contractors to do the same, Unless all who abhor segregation
unite to abolish it, we cannot hope to sucoeed,

e would appreciate knowing as soon as possible what action you intend
to take upon our reguest,

Sincersly yours,

(Mies) Ida Tox
Txecutive Secretary
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