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JArs . Eleanor Roosevelt: 
Hyde Park , 
New York. 

JJy dear l"irst Lady. 

5907 Virginia Avenue , 
Parma , 9, Ohio. 
J'anua.ry 6 , 1947 . 

I trust you will pardon the slight irregularity in titular 
address, but i~uch as you are still the Pirst Lady in 
the hearts or most Americans, if this be poetic lisccnse , 
then so be it , 

As the annual observance or the"Maroh or Dt.Be~k~pproaohea , 
oelebratina the birthday or your late husband and our most 
beloved President end friend, I wonder if some arranaement 
could not be made Whereby we , tho ooiDJIIOn people who loved 
h~m so much1 could not once aaain here one of his great and 
menorable addresses to the nation? 

I have in mind , in particular, that first inaauration 
address, which lifted the couraae and the hopes ot a nation 
mired and lost in the morass ot inef ficiency and bungling , 
to new and inspired hei6hts. 

What a thrill and uplift it would again be to a nation 
once again racing terrific problema, problema no lese 
terrifying tha.n those he raced so gallantly and with such 
a high degree or courage as to inspire even the moat craven 
among those in high places. 

It we could hear once again those ringing words, in that 
voice beloved by all Americans repeatillg that most et.pl a, 
yet logical ot phrases, " The only thin& we have to tear, 
is t ear itself •" 

I ~ . . ' 



To paraphrase Mr , Lincoln • e tamoue r emark about the 
poor, and to change it a little , Which I am eur e Mr. 
Lincoln himself would not mind, " The oommon people must have loved Franklin Roosevelt, eo many ot thea 
voted tor him," 

In oloeing I want to paes on to you a very meTing tribute pai d our l at e President, when he was yet 
alive and well , on the oooaeion ot hie &let. birth­
day, by my brother, William Willer , then ot the Clneland Press , and now on tho statt ot Neweweek , 
as an assistant editor, The tribute is in the lines 
wri t t en by a little know Irish poet, Shamus o• Sbeal, and nro as follows : 

" 
He whom a dreaD hath poseesed, treads 
the impalpable marches; 

From the duet ot the days long road 
he leaps to a laughing star; 

And t he ruin ot worlds thiJI. tall be 
views from ! tarnal Arohes , 

And rides God's battlefields in a 
solden and flashing oar, • 

This was written, even ae IU' , RooeeTelt showed up most unexpectedly in the middle or tbe North African oampaisn, and tour84 the front in an ArJrt;y j eep. Truly be was riding "God's batt lefield" in a flashing and solden oar, 

Trusting that you will pordon my presumption in thus 
addressing you, I shall r emain, one ot those oommon men, tho welfare of whom Mr, RooseTelt held ae s eaored truet , 

Kenneth R. IUller, 
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Mrs. Fr•nkl1~ D. Roosevelt 
Apartment 1$-A 
29 Wuhington Scp ere West 
New York ll, New York 

Dear llrs. Roosevelt a 

I e shocked to discover that nearl)< a month hu elapHd 
since the receipt of your note ot J~ 2nd forwarding a letter 
!rom Mr. Sidney L. lliller o! Grants Pus, Oregon, who ill tr;r1Di 
to get back 110118 papers that apparentl7 he sent to you in Kerch 
1942. Hill letter to you of )larch 2$, 1942, and probably also 
the accompan;ying dOC1llllllnt, 11'&11 doubtless referred to the Bureau 
ot Elq>lo;yeest Compeneati.on ot the Federal Securit;r Agency since 
the Bllreau•s letter to him- or JuDe 4, 1947, stateJI that its !Ue 
containa that letter. It claims, however, that it does not have 
the accanpanying papers. 

There are no tiles in the National Archives that could 
possibly include the papers that llr. lliller is na:rching tor. 
The onl;y chance of locatin& thea that I can think of is t~ pos­
sibility that they remained with your correspondence or that 
there might be in y= correspondence a letter to lir. v1uer 
stating what you did with tM.. At my rate I 11111. goins to 
turn your note of July 2nd and tba accan~ paper onr to 
lir . Shipman and let b1lll !ollo1r up on it. 

Sincerely yours, 

-d crt- /· 18 • • L. 
Solon J. Buck 
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