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LEGATION OF HUNGARY -
WASHINGTON,D.C.
L {# November 28, 1947

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

It was a great honor and pleasure
to have had s chance to speak to you
agalin at Lake Sucecess on the mesting of
the United Nations Appeal for Children
the other day.

It 18 indeed a great feeling to
realize that the plight of the children
of Hungary whose problem we dlscussed at
Hyds Park in May, is still desp in your
heart and that you have such a deep sym-
pathy for thelr problems,

I have forwarded your good wishes -
to Era., Zoltan Tlldy to Budapest and alsoc
your sympathy and good wishes for the cause
of the Hungerien chlildren. I kmow 1t willl
be a wonderful feeling for them to reallize
that you feel sympathy to thelr cause,

Referring to our conversation on
Boys Town in Budapest and similar experiments
in the soclal field in Hungary trylng to
solve the burning problem of juvenile delin-
quency, I take the liberty of sending you
some meterial on that., I hope you will find
it interesting, We think 1t is & rather
important experiment in trylng to set the
ldea of Boye Towns and Girls Towns inte
entirely different social environments, like
that of Hungary, and make it work as it 1is,
The number of boys and girls in those exper-
iments is comparatively low, however, we hope




that by those institutlions we can
get an example which our nelghbors
and other countries in Europe with
similar problems can use as well,

I should 1ike to thank you again
both for sympathy and intereat
in the suffering children sbroad and
for the honor and pleasurs you gave me
in our conversatlon at Lake Success.

Very slncerely yours,

o . P

Ivan G, N
Pirst Secretary of Legation

IGH:phr
Ene,

¥rs, Franklin D, Roossvalt
Hyde Park, New York
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BUDAPEST, EUNGARY
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During the Nazl invaslon of Hungary
ana the sisge which followed, the country
for the first time 1n centuries becams
the scens of warfare, OCitlies, commmliecatlon
lines, plants, were all destroyed and millions
of homes were burmed to the ground. The degree
of destruction was almost unequalled in all of
war-ravaged Europe, In that haveec 1t was the
children who wers the most imnocent vletims
of warfare, being left without homes or shelter.
The plight of the children in Central Eurcpe,
and also Hungery, after the hostilitles ceased
was extramesly grave, Hungary itaelf underwent
an almost wmprecedented peried of inflatiom,
dus to the fact that the Germans had removed
from the country all of ite raw materials, 1itas
rallway systems, motors, lorrles, and every-
thing of use. ;

Thus, 1% happensd that in a country of
nine million people the number of orphans was
200,000, The parents of many of these children
were killed during the war, or if theay waras Jews,
were extermlnated by the Nazis in concentration
camps, In the critlieal sconomle situatlion of
the country, where most of the prewar Institul
tions for child welfare, like orphanages, wara
destroyed, there was no organization responsible
for these children. As & conseguence of this,
by spring 1947 out of 200,000 children, 40,000
had already becoms ju:"n.‘.l.ia delinquents, ﬁnﬂ
from slx up were ste and committing all
sarts of patty crimea, Girlas of 11 and 12 ware
prostitutes,
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The situation seemsd to be almost
beyond control, although the rebullding of
the sountry was accomplished so fast that

i1t was almost beyond compariscn in Eurcpe.
The country had a strong vitality - stronger
than eny other European commmnity to r 14
the land - thet was the opinion of all forelgn
visitors, However, no one seemed to be able
to help these homeless children and no insti-
tutions wers open to receive them, It looked
as though it would have te fall on the con-
sclence of the people abroad te try to halp
these orphans in some way. 3%till, le in
Hung fae thelir 1 reaponsibility for
the fate of 8 future generation, decl

to try by their own initiative within their
own scope to set up a series of institutions
for that ﬁlu-fon. 80 1t happened that
Gaudiopolis the Boys Town in Budapest was
bullt +« The original idea was taken from
Father an's Boye Town in the

United States,

Boys Town in Budapest was sponsored
by the Pax Soclal Foundetion. It 1s sit-
uated in a resldentlal section of Budapeat
and ocouples & large bleck of saven houses,
Thess ware once firat eclass resldences but
they were almost demolishsd by the war.
Eax-ilr enything was left of axce the
bare walls and the parks, However, ]
ingenulty of the puﬁulntim of Boys Town in
B est bullt up thelr own State within this
realm, With one horse and a homemade cart
they succeeded in making thelr own workshops,
shosmaker's shop, taller's shop, and shops for
maling their own furniture. already have
thelr own school and sports atadium which 1s
the pride of the town, and a hospital with
twenty beda,

The population of Boys Town in Budapest
1s 256, Tha following individual cases of a
few of the cltizens of Boys Town are examples
of how these boys got Into Gaudiopolis in the
first place. Most of them were plcked up by
the police or by some church,



- 14 years old, s peasant
oY oounty of Bekes., His father
1s a prisoner-of-war and his mother 1a dead,
The c.g.tld was taken to live with relativea
at Bekes. They did mot give him enough %o
eat., One day two watches disappeared from
the house, Francis was accused, He escaped
and went to Budapest., He had been
on the strests for several days when the
police plcked him up, On January g8, 1847,

he sntered Boye Town in B o8k, st he
worked in the Taller . ter he did
some odd Jobs outside, earns well, 1s

happy and has a great semse of humor., His
relatives from Bekes teok him back after a
few months, However, he wanted to return
to Boys Town in Budapest. He 1s back now
and training to become a baker.

M- American GI's brought him to

y2 Town Budapest in September 1946 when
he was pleked up on the Austrlan border.

Altho he 1s only 12 years old he has been
roaming in four different countrles since he
was B and 1/2, He has been in Austria, Czecho-
slovekia and Rumania, He says he was loclking
for his father who is a prisoner-of-war. On
thres cceasions he sscaped from the care of
the Hungarian Red Cross, He has been in Boys
Town in Budapest for ome year, ﬁﬂing to school
and training to becomes a sho Ts

- His real name and age ars not
OWIL, of Jewlsh extraction his parents
were deported by the Nazls., All of his rel-
atives wers kllled. Teoday he is a happy boy
working in Gaudiopolis the Boys Town.
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W-— 18 years old, Ome of the
strongest men in Boys Town in Budapest, For
two years he has been Attormey General. The
reason he was elected 1s because he never
takes the 1iberty of his stremgth. Blow-
spesking and slow to come to a declsion,
nevertheless he has an excellent sense of
justice. His father dissppeared during the
war, His mother dled. He 414 not exeell
at his studles in Boys Town but 1t was soon
discoversd that he had particuler abllity at
eny hendieraft. Today he i1s organizing the
elsctrical aquigant and plumbing systems

of Boys Town. wanta to become a mechanic.

W - 12 years old, After the liber-
ation of Budapest he was found in what was
left of & burned-out motor car., Thes police
plcked him . He told them that the house
in which he d 1ived with his mother had
been destroyed, They had started to walk,

in the hope of finding some shelter, when an
alr rald ceme along and he was lost, For a
long time he was extremely depressed. However,
today he 18 a happy citizen of Boys Town in
Budapest, At first he was steal almost
every day but now he kmows the distinction
between public property and private, He 18
a useful member of the group and is training
to become a cabinet maker,

Thease are only & few examples of the
256 elticens of Gaudiopolis the Boyes Town in
Budapest.,

T GATDIO

Here 1a a Bhort summary of Boys Town
in Budapest written by Adam Horvath, the
Minister of Education, (15 years old.)




"y few people kmow that besldes all
the hn.un“ﬁ-g states there 1s a small Btate
ealled Gaundiopolis the Boys Town in Budapest,
It 18 o republic., Its leaders are members of
the Cabinet who are elected by the citizens
and who work for the State representing the
will of its citizens, Every citizen has his
own profession. Besides do their school-
work, moat of them have speclal training also,
Each boy has his own cholce of what to train
for., Our purpose 1s to become self-rellant,
consclentious people in the splrlt of the
BEible of Jesus Christ, with a sense of eorltl-
clem in ourselves, l:mi to become eduoated both
in mind and in some practical tralning. We
have & President in the Republic and a Prime
Minister who is the head of the Council of
Ministers, He is the responsible executive
powsr. We have three membera of the Cablnet,
a ¥inister of Education, a Minister of Economics,
and a Minister of Justice, Each Minlster has
one Asslstant State Secretary.

"Our greateat pride 1s democracy.
Whichever part of soclety a citlzen comes
from or whatever work he does, he 15 equal.
We have complete freedom and we jealously
safeguard 1t. It is our own B Town and
ite spirit 1s its greatest asset,

"We are just the seme as any other
children anywhere in the world. We laove
games and sports but we also love to work inm
our city. We have already learned what most
grown-ups could never léarn - to live in a
communlty end love each other. We built our
own city and our own hounses, We planned 1t
end we run 1t,"

THE CONST

Following are a few excerpts from the
Constitution of Boys Town in Budapest:




THE ATMS

The aim of Gaudiecpolis the Boys Town : |
is "to educate people in the s t of Jesus
Christ, to abolish seclal dis tlon, and to
try to become self-rellant, consclentious,
lﬂllod and useful citizens."

Boys Town in Bm;nt"u & R-pibuu.

Its President 1s elected for a three
year term, i

The Prime Minister and the Counell of
Ministers run the State. Its members are the
Frime Minlater, the Minister of Educatlon, the
Minlater of Juatice, the Minister of Economios
the Minister of Industry, the Minister of Public
Welfare, end the Minlster of Finance, Each dls-
triet 1s represented by one man in the Council,

The members of the Councll are elected
by a secret ballot.

The people of each district have thelr
own candidates,

If any member of the Cabinet reports
distrust in any offiecial of the SBtate ths
Cebinet takes a vote., If the majority votes
against him he 18 relieved of his office and
a new electlon for his office is held, If the

erson in question 1s the Prime Minister, and
e majority votes against him, then every
member of the Cabinet must lhd.{ut- at onece,

Any boy up to the age of 18 may becoms
& citizen of Gaudliopolis the Boys Town in
Budepest, after liv for one month in the
territory of Gaudiopolis, provided he does not
commit any offense.

In speclal ecases the Council of Ministers
decldes about situations, All those who leave
Boys Town in Budapest for good, or whose cltiszen-
ship is taken by the e & of Boys Town,
are no longer cltizens of Gaudiopolis, iy

il
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ZHE IAWS

The laws of Town in Budapest
are made by the Commell of Ministers.
Cabinet member in his own sphere has a
to issus orders, but thg.hn" to be approved
by the whole Commeoll, President has the
executive right to vete in both the flelds of
law-malking and justice,

Boys Town in Budapest has three grades
of courts.

Pirst grade: Its president 1s the
Winister of Justice. Its members are the Chief
of Police and his Deputy.

The Sescondary Court - The Court of
Appeals _ is headed by the President of the
State and its members are the Prime Minister
and the Minister of Justiece,

The Third Court 1s comprlsed of Boys
Town 1tself.

All the courte have Btate and defense
attorneys., The lower courts are publiec. Any
citizen of CGaudicpolis has tha right to ask for
assistance, elther legal or political, from the
courts and from the police, -

Boys Town in Budapest has its own press
appearing on the wall, edited and written b
ite own cltizens, They have also bullt the
own stage,

The srm-ui leader of Boys Town in
Budapest 1s Gabriel Stehlo, a Iu an Minister,
Ee believes that it was God's will and help which




made 1t possible for Gaudlcpolls tha Boys
Town to become a free and independent commu-
nity in war-ravaged Central Europe, After
surviving the postwar starvation period and
the inflatlon, the work of the cltizems of
Gandiopolis made Boys Town a self-

concern, The number of its cltlizens 1s very
amaell ¢ ed to the number of Juvenlle
delinguents in the country., However, as a
moral and practical ““‘"t“n;'t;.n‘ unique
example to all children, not only Hungary,
but in other atetes of émtrﬂ Burope also,
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