


NATIONAL GARDEN INSTITUTE

598 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

Talephone
Plova 8-2835

June 9, 1947

V¥rs. Franklin D. [oosaveltl
Apartment Six A

29 Tashington Equare iest
NWew York 11, New York

Lear I'rs. Hoosevelt:

The foreign seed situation ie supposed to be in the hands of
the Army. I quote from & letter I received today from Mr, E. ¥W.
Pochbaum af the lepartment of Agriculture;

"e.ssThe whole proposition is up to the Army, as we understand
ity and it is ecmplicated by the fact that the scarcity of dollars
comes in., I was told that the Army does purchase some seeds abroad
in order to save these dollars., Recently we tried to pet some of
the forelgn countriea to buy egome of our surplus alfalfa seed, and
vere told that because of the dollar business that it would be
impossible for these countries to purchase much of this seed here.®

hpparently, however, not encugh seeds have been sent over there
so when we were asked to help get seeds across, we arranged for tlils
one shipment of two 25-pound packages of garden seed which wes
generously donated by Peter Henderson, To date I have received no
aeknowledgoment of these seeds nor any further requests., It is, of
courseo, rather late in the season but should other requests come
threugh from Cermany or the other couniries, we will certainly make
every effort to get the seeds ncross promptly.

Uearwhile, I appreciate your interest very much and hope you will
find ocecasion to make some mention of the need for gardens this year
and of the boys and girls who are contributing to the garden program
through the 4~ Clubs, Boy Scouts, schools and other youth orpaniza-
tions. The Beiley medals are going very well end we have requests
for about L".,["!"." to date.

Sincerely yours,

ANDREY S..WING
Executive Seore
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OFFICERS & TRUSTEES FOR 1947

FRESIDENT
RODNEY H. BRANDON, Rsmvia, |Bisch

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
LLEYYD C. STARE, Former Goversor of Miseur, Loaisians, Mo

HONORARY CHAIRMAN
M. L WILSOM, Direses, Evteraion Division, US.D.A., Wiuhinges, D. C.

VICE-PRESIDENTS
LOUTS BROMFIELD belslsbar Farm, Lucud, Ohis
RUSSELL A FIRESTONE, Amst. Teeas.. Firesons Tiee &' Rubber, Alron, Ohis
PAUL M. JONES, Dincesr, Garden Edocasional Servics, Ford Mistor Co., Deagborn, Mlick,
LINDON M, EING, Vie-Pres. & Tross.. Nornhrog Eing @ Ca., Minsespalis, Miss

TREASURER
RAY P. FOOTE, Viee Presbdess, Basben Trasi Company, Mew Yok, M. T.

EXECUTIVE SECRETART
ANDREW B WING, Bec'r, Mavonal Adviscey Ourden Commiinss, 198 Madion Aw., M. T,

TRUSTEES FOR 1947

E 3. BOERMNER. Remurch Direceor, Jsckwon & Perkine Co., Mewsrk, M. ¥

RODNEY H. BERANDON, Lochwood Hall, Batewis, [linsis

DAVID BURFEE, Prasidesd, W, Atk Bumgss Co., Philadelpbis, Pa.

E. J. CONDON, Awmt io Fresident, Bears, Rosbuck W Co., Chicge, [

M. J. DORSEY, Mesd, Depe. of Morticuliun, Usdversiy of s, Urbsas. 1L

R P FOOTE. Viee-Presidess. Bashis Tiost Co.. New Yoh, M. Y.

IWIN E, HARRIS, VieFres, & Geragel Saled Mgr,, Palwt Sakis Co., Chicaga, [
HARRY H. HOBBS, VierPresidest, Peiry Morse Seed Co., Dwiiolt 11, Mich.

PALL H, JONES, Diseciad, Girdes Educstional Sorvice, Fond Meoter Co., Dearbois, Mich,
ARND H. HEHRLING, Essosuivs Seciosary. Massoboss Hondoulosrsl Sockery, Boston, blass.
LESTER J. NORRIS, Fomer Olincls Gerden Charmis, St Chatles, 10

B, § PMCEETT, Hasd, Daps. of Homicoliume, lows Bisss Collage, Amaes, Jows

JAMES H, FIFKIN, Awmt. to Proidesd, The Tesss Company, New Tock, M. Y.

. FRED WIEWMAN, Dincior, Domatic Progucs Dividen, Ball Broa. Ce., Muncis, Ind,

LLOYD . STABRK, Former CGovernos of Minsurl, Loukdms, Ms.

Grarm Thumb Modal

“The Seeds of Victory Insure the Fruits of Peace”




p

-—




NATIONAL GARDEN INSTITUTE

598 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. d‘\

Telaphone f .
Plota 8-2835
! May 27, 1947 5& &
o

¥rs. Eleanor Hoosevalt

Apartment Slx A
29 Wiashington Square lest L
liew York 11, New York

Deer Mrs. Roocsevelt:

4

I have your letter of May 23rd and am delighted to know of your
interest in our Lihn-ﬂ Hyde Bailey medal award. Ted Maleone featured
Dr. Bailey on his cast last Friday and did it wery well, indeed,
I thought.

Yow as to who ip heading the program up in [utchess County, I must
eonfess that we have no correspondent there mt this time. During the
war I visited Foughkeepsie once and addressed a garden group at Vassar.
I know thet there iz & county agent there, and he probably has a 4=H
Club man in his office, but we have not heard from them, and mostly we
work with the leaders on the state leve, such as 4-H Clubs, and in the
lerger citles we distribute medals through the public schools, garden
clubs and sc forth, Since the war the interest has died down somewhat
in some sectlons, but wherever there is good leadership we find that
the boys and girls respond very well and that the junior parden pro=
Jjeets are atill flourishing in such ecities ss Cleveland, Cincinnatl
end Los Angelea, Ewon here in Hew York there is a very active program
hesded by Marvin Brooks, but he is hampered somewhat by the fact that
he does not have encugh assistance to handle all the work in the 750

public schools in Greater New York. ’
Anything thet you might say in your eolumn would be a help to

spread the good word around, Also, if you have any sugpestions to make

es to whom we might contect in Dutchess County, I would appreciste them

very much.

I encloso enother release about a good deed which we were able to
de last week, It does peem & shame that apparently we bave not kept
the German people supplied with enough seed to grow all the gardens
that they would like to plant.

Appreciating your interest, I remain,

Vary éinnruly 8y

ANDREN 5. WING
Executive .Secre
ASWial
enclosure




BEEDS ACROSS THE SEA
Cardsn Seeds Flown to Cermany

Two large packages of precious gardsn seeds are being flown to
Germany by Army Transport this week, the result of requests from
Army officerse in the American Zone. The requests came through
Albert Hoefer, L-E Club Director of New Tn'l.'k. State, who referred them
to the Hational Carden Institute. Petsr Henderson & Soms offered to
supply the seeds, the Army agreed to fly them across and with good
luck they will be planted in 4-H Club and other gardens in Germany
before June let.

(ne of the requests ceme from Lt. James A, Mitchell of the
American Army in Cermany who has organized 20 LU-E Clubs in Germany.

It is sald that many of the people in Germany are very willing to
grow their own food but have bteen hampered by a lack of seed., GSeveral
large American seed firms have expressed a willingness to donate sesd
for Cermany if arrangsments can be mads to get 1t overseas in time for
this year's planting. If the sxperiment is succeseful, further ship-
ments will probably be made by Army air transpert this season.

The sesds sent consisted of beans, bests, cabbage, carrots, spinach,
kale, Swise chard, all sasily grown and all favorites of the German
peopls. Several hundred mcres of gardens, enough to feed a village,
can be grovn from the seeds contained in these two shipments, Andrew 8.
Wing, Exscutive Becretary of the Natiomal Qurdsn Instituts pointed out,

5 G O B
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Telephone
Plaza 8-2835

NATIONAL GARDEN INSTITUTE ;

£98 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

May 20, 1947

Mrs. Franklin D, Rocsevelt
Hyde Park, New York

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Your very nice column about the golden jubilee of the Parent-
Teacher Associstion of Dutchess County reminded me of your interest
in gardening and your support of our garden program during the war

Years.,

It ocours to me that you might be interested in a new project
¢f curs or rather a peacetime conversion of a project which we
carried on very succesafully in 1945 and 1946. Ae you may remember,
cur junior award, which we called the General Douglas MacArthur Medal,
was very popular indeed with boye and girls and it served a useful
purpose in keeping up their interest and in helping to produce food
during the critical war years. At the same time it also built
character in the boys and girls who participated. Thinking that you
might be interested, I an enclosing a sample of the medal of whiech
around 50,000 were distributed to the mcet outstanding junior gar-
deners.

We new offer a new medal which will be similar to the enclosed
but which will bear the name and likeness of ome of ocur greatest
gardeners and plantsmen, Dr. Liberty Hyde Balley., I am sgure that
you know Dr. Bailey or at least know of him and the wonderful work
which he is still earrying on in his 90th year., The enclosed release
will give you the/story in case you wish to make some mention of it.
At any rate I do /want you to know about this award and that we are
still earrying the good work of trying to keep people interested
in one of the -_-.;bat basic of human activities.

M*“P..;“" , T T2
, / { ; .I_\\!-j'J : } / ﬁlé

% s 4 ( ANDREW S. WING
: p i If}""j;"' Executive Secrota
' r ;

ASWial A Ol W 5 T
enclosures (re. : [ ﬂ._j.".ﬂ .{}U’i{ F b /
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LIEBCTY EYDE BAILEY ANARD

Boys and girls who grov the best gardens in 1947 will receive handscme
bronze medals bearing the likeness of Liberty Hyds Bailey, dean of American
gardensrs. Announcement of this new form of recognition was mads recently
by the Mational Garden Institute, eponsor of the National Grsen Thumb Contest
and thp General Douglas Macirthur medal swards. In the past two years almost
50,000 MacArthur medals have been awarded to the top five percent of the
youthful gardeners through leading orgenizations such as the Boy Scouts of
America, 4-H Clubs, Oirl Boouts, schools and other youth groups. The food
grown by the youthful gardensrs of the United States during the war years
was very important in helping to keep cur fighting men and allies well fed
a8 wall as those whose efforts were confined to work on the home fromt.

The L, H. Balley medal will supplant the MachArthur medal. Only 6,000 of
thess will be distributed this season so the competition will bs very keen. |
Any boy or girl who grove a garden at home or in a school or community project
18 eligible but only if he belongs to & group that is supervised by a recognized
. garden chairman or leader., It ia alsoc required that a record or report on the
. b\ garden project bte turned in to the leader at the end of the season. For further
rl',.' : ' Adetails and to apply for medals address Andrew 5. Wing, Executive Secretary,
"4l LMRaticnal Gerden Institute, 598 Madison Ave., New York 22, N. Y.

[ a3 g
L P A How in hie ninetieth year, Liberty Eyds Bailay is amazingly alive and
oo astive. When he is not engaged in arranging or writing about specimens he
f has collected on hie travels, or writing monographs cn palms and other plante
at his study in Ithaca, Hew York, he 1s gquite likely to be off e the
tFopieal Jungles and svamps of Latin America. During the winter of 1546-1947
he flew to the Dutch West Indies, then on to Trinidad where off the coast of A |
Venszuels he collected botanical specimens until permission was granted for him
to explore the upper reaches of the Amazon River. After that he flew back to
Ithaca in time to celebrats hie 89th birthday on March 15.

Born on & farm near South Haven, Michigan, in March, 1858, young Bailey |
grew up like most farm boye of the day. Ee loved farm life and at an sarly '
age showed the keen aptitude for plant study which was to become the guiding r——~
force in his 1life. After gradusation from Michigan Agricultural College in
1882, he served ms mssistant to the great botanist Asa Oray of Harvard College
for a year, Then he returned to Michigan to earn a master's degres and to act
as Professor of Horticulture and Landecape Architecture at his alma mater until
1898 when he answered a call to go to Cornell University, then aa now cos of
the lsading educaticnal instituticna in the United States. After five years
ssrvice as Professor of Horticulture at Cormell, he was slscted Director and
Dsan of the College of Agriculturs where he served with distinction from 1903
to 1513 when he retired at the age of 55 to devote himself to the writing and
editing of books on gardening and agriculture and to his botanical studies,

Doctor Bailey has written and edited more than forty bocks. Laading the
118t are monumental "Standard Cyclopedia of Horticulture", the L.volume
"Cyclopsdia of Agriculture”, "A Manual of Cultivated Plants”, '"Hortus”; also
'mwunﬁm",mumum"ﬁmm_-uamw
postic eseays including "The Apple Tree” and "The Garden Lover”. It is in these .
lagt that he had expressed his desp feeling for the earth and all things that
grow ip it. The Rural Science Series, published by ine
the fiost important textbooks and manuals of that period, many of which are still
standard works. .

:



garden leadere assembled at a meeting of the American Horticultural Counci

in Cleveland. His audience was amazed ty hie vitality end the long

speech he made on the subject of “United Horticulture" was full of his inimitable
garden philosophy and wisdom,

Liberty Hyde Bailey has been widely honored both in this country and in
Europe: he has received silver and gold medals from the Royal Horticultural
Soclety of London, the Honorary Award Medal of the Gerden Club of America,
the Grande Medaille, Societe Nationale d'Acclimatation de France, and other
high awards and honors too numerous to mention except in Who's Who in America.

In the Horticultural Building at Michigan State Collsge at East Lansing
there are bronze plaques on three flcors honoring men who have been distinguished
in horticulture in Michigan, in the United States, and in the world at large.
Doctor Beiley's name appears on all three floors to eignify that he ie regarded
as one of the twelve great hortisulturists of the state, the nation and the world.
Hie portrait in oll hange Just ineide the entrance of the building. There 18 a
Bailey School in East Lansing and a Balley Btreet. And at Cornell there 1s a
Bailey Hall.

To quote H. B, Tukey, recently of thes New York Agricultural Experiment
Btation, now head of the Department of Horticulture of Michigan State College
and one of our foremost horticulturists, "To confine Doctor Bailey to horti-
culture would be to do him an injustice. Ee hes been the great leader and -the
great thinker in agriculture and in puresuilts affecting the welfare of humanity...
No single individual hae had a more profound effect upon horticulturs, upon
agriculture, upon gardening and upon individuals interested in these fields."

Above all he is still young in mind and spirit. His interests have always
been close to those of youth, as a teacher and a leader. A year ago a trained
nurse from Trinidad met him on the tiny island of Tobago and was so impressed
with his vigor that she asked, "Would you think it immodest if I asked permission
to lieten to your heart? I have never listened to en £9-year-old heart, and I
would love to hear it beat."

This story wes related recently by the noted plant explorer David Fairchild
who ,quotes Doctor Bailey as saying, "I threw open my shirt and che listensd
intentl}y to my heart and exclaimed - 'You have the heart of a young man! It's ;
amazing) ' 20, ¢

"You mey recall, David", Doctor Bailley continued, "that I told you all of
my ancestors were long lived, living to over eighty. Sc I cannot claim that it
is my temperate way of living that has been sclely responsible for my long
W life, although I believe it has helped."

This then is the man whom the National Garden Institute is privileged and
happy to honor with & youth medal award for proweee in gardening, in the belief
that by so doing he will be an inepiration and a guide to all those who love to
explore the mysteriee of the soil and plant 1life, be they young or old, movice
or exparienced gardensr. .

SRS SR RS S S

Nots to Editor: Author of the gbove is Andrew 8. Wing in case you wish a
by-line.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
DIRECTOR OF EXTENSION WORK
'WASHINATOM, D. C.

February 25, 1947

Mr, Lester J., Norris, Chairman
Industrial Advisory Committee
National Garden Institute

598 Madison Avemue

New York 22, Nep York

Dear Mr, Norris:

When the food situation became critical during the war years,

it became pecessary to mobilize all the manpower possible in

order to grow and to econserve the products of home and com=

mmity victory gardens. The contribution of the boys and girls

in the 4-H Clubs and in the other youth groups has been really
tremendous, Our records show that in 1943 and 1944 almost 600,000
4=H Club members grew gardens each of these years, and that in 1945
and in 1946 something like 500,000 4~H Club. members had gardens,
A1l of these boys and girls kept accurate recorde of their garden-
ing work and ylelds of crops.

Approximately 2,600 4-H Club members were awarded General Douglas
MacArthur medals in 1945, and about 2,000 in 1946, These medals
were very gratefully received as a high honor by the top-flight
gardeners in these youthful groups. I consider that these medals
have served as very worthwhile incentives and that, as such, aided
in developing a much heightened interest in the problem of inereas-
ing our mational food supplies. I am sure, too, that they are very
much appreciated by those fortunate enough to have received them.

W ¥ Llenn

Diract.or of Extension Work

Sincerely
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