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NATIONAL GARDEN INSTITUTE 
INCOII_,.TID 

598 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

!.'rs . Franklin D. r.oosevelt 
l.partnent Six A 
29 · ashinc ton ~"'!Ui!ro .·,•est 
!cow York 11, Ne" York 

:ear rrs . Roosevelt : 

Juno 9 , 194? 

The foreign seed situ.otion is supposod to be in tho ho.nda of 
the Army . I quote .!'roo" letter I received today f r om !"r . r . ~7. 
Pochbe~n of the r epsrt•.ont of Atr1ou1ture: 

" •. •• The v;hole proposition is up to the Aroy, as ne under stand 
it , and it i s ccnr licated by the fact tr.at the sceroity of dollC1re 
cones in. I was told that the- xrmy does purclulse somo needs a.broad 
in order to save these dollars . Recently ne tried to eet some of 
tho foreign oountrieo to buy so"'c of our surplus alfalfa seed, e.nc 
•ere tol d tbat because of the dol lar business that it 110uld be 
impossible f or the so countries to !'W"Chaso much of thio oeed here ." 

Appurontl:.: , hoY;over , not enough socdc r..uva been ~ent over there 
so when '"e were asked to help &et seeds act'oss, we arranged for t!.1.s 
one ohip~:~ent of tno 25- pcund pccknco• of carden seed \Ohich v:es 
ge11erously donat ed by Peter Henderson . To date I beve r eceived no 
o.cknowl edgom®t of these seeds nor any further raquusts . It is , of 
course , ruther late in ~\e season but should other r equosts come 
tl1rough .!'roo Cermany Ol' the other countries, TIC nill certainly Pake 
t..vory effort to get the cee~s ocrosa prooptly . 

l eanVIhile , l apprecie te your interest very 1'1Uch a nd hope you will 
f ind ocettsion to muLe so::<~e mllntion at tho need for gardens this year 
n:xl of t l:c boyo Wld girlo \'lho are contributing to the garden ,rogram 
thl"n\lgi' t!.e 4- H Clubs , Boy ,.c<;uts , ochools t~.nd other youth organiza­
t ions . 'il.o Bniloy ncdalo ere ooin,1 vory well and we hc.ve request s 
for about 6,ccr to dat e . 

A!;\; :al 

M t.ZJ . 
AliDRl'll S . !IlliG ~ 
Executive Secrc~ 

..... 
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- NATIONAL G!_~!N INSTITUTE« . h 
591 t.AADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 22, N. Y. ~ d" / 

~e . Eleanor Roosevelt 
Apar tment Six A 
29 Washington SqU&r e ~ie~tt 
Hew York 11, Hp lor k 

Dear Mr s . P~oaevelt: 

l!e.y 27, 1947 tr ·J 
l ~t-\v-~ 

vf K 
('! 

1 hav e your letter ot Ltay 2)·rd Gnd Ul delighted to know of your 
'nterest i n our Libe~ Hyde Bailey medal awat-d . Ted r.!t:Llone featured 
Dr . Be.iley on his br oadcast. last hiday aod did it vo.r11 ,.oil , indood , 
I t..l:lousht . 

How as to who is head ins t.he progr na up in Dutchess Count>- , I muat 
confess that we have no correspondent. there at thio tina . Dur·!ns the 
war I visited Poughktepeie once and atMreaa.ed A garden group At VassAr. 
I know that there is a county agent there , ~A he probably ha~ n 4- H 
Club un in hie office , but we have not heard !'rom them, and nootly we 
work with the leaders on the state love, such as .4- H Clubs, and in the 
larger cities we distribute ~adals throueh the public soboola, gardGn 
clubs e.nd so forth. Since the r.a.r the i ntereet has died down sooGwh&t 
in some 5ect1ons, but nherever there is good leadershi p we find that 
the boys end girls respond very well end tt.at the junior earden pro­
jec ts arc still nouriahinr 1n such cities os Cleveland, Cinc innati 

_, 

headed b'J J.4rv1n .Brooks, but he is hamperod soaewhttt by the fo.ot tJ'lat . 
and Lot Angeles. Evon here in tlew York there is ~ very ftotive proe;rao v 
he does not have enough &.sS1$tt&nce to hAndle all the work 1n tho 750 .. 
public achool15 in Greater t:cw York . ""-' 

AnythinG that you might say in your colw:n would be a hel p to o• 
$pread tale sood word nr ound . Also, 1I you have any sugrostions to cal«t 
as to whom tre m1{tht conteot 1n Dutchess County , I 'lfotlld appreo1£ te them 
very J'I\Uch . 

I enoloso ~nother release about a good deed ~hich ne ~ere able to 
eo last •oek. It does oeem a shame th•t apparently we hbve not kept 
tbe Cerman people su~pl1ed with enough Geed to Rr ow all the sardena 
that thoy would like to plo.nt. 

Appreciating your interest, I rot".Ain , 

ASlf :al 
encloaure 

:lf2£;}2· 
AJ{J)Rm' S. \'liNG '4/~ 
Executiv• ·eecre~ 
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rroa 'I'D IAtiCIIAL - w, Iao. 
MADI901 A'fDUI, - ~ 22, l,t, • ~ 8-28» 

rc:. Dlm'IAB nr••s 

'l'vo J.&rse paollllaeo or J.ftOlouo prdan _... ... beii>C rl<M1 to 

GerMQ1 1>7 .1nir Traoopart t.blo ••k, t.bo reoult of Nqwota r.­

Artq otfiooro in t.bo -..!ooo Zoae. Tbe roquoota c-. tllroll6h 

Albert Hoofer, ~-B Club DUoector of llov tort stote, vho rofol'I'04 t.bell 

to t.bo llatioa.l Gar4en Iilotitute . .Peter Be-reDD lo 8<ll>o ortoro4 to 

oupl)l¥ t.be ooo4o, t.bo ArWv ~ to !11 - oorooo aD4 vUb aoo4 

luc k tboJ vtll be p10Dte4 in ~-B Club aD4 ot.bor prdau 1D 0ol:'MQ1 

before .r- lot. 

ODe of t.bo roqueoto o- rroa Lt. J-o A, IUtcbell of t.bo 

Amoricoo Artq 1D OorMQ1 wbo bu orpni .. d 20 ~-B Cl ube 1D Ool:'MQ1. 

It lo oa14 tbat - ot t.bo poople in 0ol:'MQ1 aro 'NrJ wlllii>C to 

fl%'0" tbo1r OVII food bllt baft -D haaporod b7 & laok of -4, lloftrol 

1or111 -r100D- ti- baft o&)ftoood o wlllii>CDooo to-te ooo4 

tor 0ol:'MQ1 1t .,..._ta con be- to pt it o..roooo 1D t- tor 

tb11 ,.&1' 11 pl&Attne. It tt:.. exper1Mnt 11 1\ICcellt'Ul., f'\lrtber lh1p. 

The Med.e MDt oau1et:e4 ot beau, beete, cabt.a-, OU'I"'ta, l p1MGI:I., 

kale, 9w111 chard, all eull1 II"'"D u4 all taYOrttel ot toM 0.~ 

pooplo, So"'rol lllaDdn4 aDNo ot pr4ou, """""' to food a nUase, 

COD be 81'0VD rroa t.bo - CODtai.Dod 1D tbaOO - ab1-to, - II, 

Vtns, - •'!t i ft -torT ot t.bo •u-.1 O.Z.Un Iilotltuta po1Dto4 ca&t. 

,, ,,,, 
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NATIONAL GARDEN INSTITUTE 
INCOUOIA'IID 

598 MADISON AV91UE, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

llrs. Franklin D. RoosO\'el t 
Hyde Park, Ne11 Xork 

Dear ~a . RoosovGl tl 

Kay 20, 19~7 

Your ver y nico column about the goldon jubUoe of tho Pa.rent­
Tuoher Association or Dutchess County reaindGd co of your interest 
io go.rdoning and your support or ow garden program during tbe wa.r 
years. 

It occ\11'8 to me thet you might be int.creatGd in a new project 
of oura or rather a peacot~e conversion or a ~eject wbieb we 
carried on vary suceceofully in 1945 and 1946. As you cay remembor, 
our junior award , which we ce..lled the General Douglas l!e.c:.lrthur ~ed&l, 
was ver y popular indeed rl th boys and girls &Dd it sorvtld e. useful 
purpose in keeping up their interest and in hel ping to produce rood 
d\U'ing t he CTitical we:r yeare . At Ute same time it a.lao built 
character in the boys and girb •ho psrticipated. 'nlink1n8 that yoo 
might be interested, I a.o encloaing a sattPle of the medal ot which 
around 50,000 were distributed to the moat outstanding j\ll11or £tll'"' 

donora . 

1\'o now offer a now ~tedAl whic:h will be similar to the enclosad 
but wnich will boar ~he name and likeness of Qne of our ereatest 
gardeners and plant men, Dr. Liberty Hyde S..1ley. I PI sure that 
you know Dr . Baile· or at least know of bim and the wonderful work 
wbi<l:h he ie still arr ying on in his 90th yoar. 'nlo onoloaed relee.se 
will give you t he story 1n cos~J you wi.sh to make aoc:.e mention of it. 
At any rate I do nt you t o ~now about this award and thAt we aro 
still carrying tho good work of t.ry1Dg to keep people interest.od 
in one of the e et basic of human aot.ivitioe. 

' J '<' £ p 1 {• ~ AJWRE\'1 S, OI!;Q 1\i f._ I ) 

._I ' JP •, 'J"'1 " lJ. ,• r-· Elxeo~tivo S..orotu 
1/' ASIT :al , J IJY. ...... cJ X ; /.,..-

enclosures C,.· 1·• 6)' U ~ /( . .-' tf,r 
t1 1 • r 

•L~· r .~ v ~' 
If'"~ to ( I" I b" 

' " ~ 
~ r.y /) 

., 
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.,., I!!!P WIPfi ••• 

llo7• aa4 sfru ~o- U.. ben_.._ 1a 1~7 wtll ....,.,.,. 'm' -

llrOIUo •d&lo beor1Dc tiM ltlaoDOoo of LlllerV !~Tdoo llalu7, - OJt -..s­

,...UDAira. Annolmcaoat of tllto...., ton ot rec~tlaa vu- reooat~ 

• 

b7 tiMo llatloaal Oer4en Inoti tuto, ........ .,.. of tiM Jatl~ OrMa 'Dual> Caatoot 

aad thf Goaera1 Dougloo MacArthur -.dal OlOVdo. 1'1> tiM put tvo 7001'1 U..O.t 

,0,000 llo.cArtllur IIOdolO haft beaD &VU'dH t.o tile top tln porcoat Of tiM 

70uthtul ~nore thr011j!j1 lH41Ao ...._loatlaao ouch u tile llo7 8oouto OJt 

Merle•, lieB C1ube1 C1-rl 8eoute, tc.boole an4 otber .fOUtll sr'O'lpl• the foo4 

81'""" 117 t.1uo ,...thtul ~ro ot tho llUto4 s tow. 4unaa u.. ,.... ,. ..... 

vu ftrJ iapartaat 1D belplaa t.o -P our flsht1Dc - aa4 .U.!oo •ll rod 

'!'be L. B. l!o.lle7 udal vtll wpplallt tl:.o MacArth\11' •dol. Or1lT 6,000 of 
tboae v t ll be dietrtbutecl t.hit eeaaOl\ eo the ccapatttlcc ¥ill 'be Ytt"7 DtD. 
Ant 1>D7 cr girl vho fll'<NO a 6Al'4on a t b- or lo a ochoo1 or c_,.u., JII'O,.Ot 
10 ol1sfb1e but ooJ.T 1! ha bolqo t.o a sroup that 1o ouporrtM4 1>7 a roo~&od 

I Fdon chair1WI ar leo.der. It 10 &lao required that a record or report DD tiM 
'f )·~~garden project be turned in tO tho lead.or at the ~Dd ot t.be MUCIIl. Jor f\U"tber 

\ cl, 
1 ) \/1 ota1le An4 to appl.J- tw •clah acld.re11 And.rev s. W1DC, bocut1n 8ecret&r71 

• 1 IJ ll11t1oaal Gordon Inotltuto, ,96 Ma4looa Avo., llev Ycrk 22, 11. y, 
,,. Jll 

' • . ' Nov !n hlo ninetieth 70e.r, Llbort7 l\14o llallo7 !a .-sl"Sl7 altn aa4 
I'' ' ac tl'fe. 'When b& le not ons,aaed. 1D &rr&DfJilll or vr1t1DB abo\lt epect.-u be 

I ~ ... collected oa hie truolo, or vrtttaa ...,osraplla oa Jl&lM am other plallto 
at hlo otuq in Ithaca, llov Tort, ha 1o quito llloo~ t.o bo ott orplor111f tbe 
trop1~~ JW>gloo am -po of Lotla -rica. IW'taa tiMo viotor or 19116-1~7 
be flev to t.he I>..1tch Veat In41ee, t.hen oo to Tr1A14a4 ._re ott the cout of •• 
Voaonda be collected 1>ataa1cal opoct.oo uatU po..t•loa .,.. _.to4 ror ltJa 
to Uploro U:.o uppor roachoo ot tho Aa%<D 81 nr. Attar tll&t bo flov beol< to 
Ithaca In ti• to .. lollroto blo 8<)th l>lrth4a7 oa Ho.rcb 15. 

Boro oa a fua nov South Ba-, 1Uch1pl, 1D llu'ch, ~. J0U1D8 llallo7 
srev up lito -t f ana bo7a ot tiM ~. Be lond tam ltto aa4 at aa oar~ 
116• ohovod U:.o -· aptttQd.e for plaot otu47 Vhtch vu t.o boo- tiM .,U4Jot 
force 1D hiO lito. After fll'&duotloa r.... IUohi- A&ricultural Collqo 1D 
1882, llo Mrnd ao aoolotaat t.o tiM ...... , boteD!ot M& On,7 or I-Colla .. 
for a ,.ear. Then he ret\Zl"Dit4 to M.tobtp.o to eU"D a .. wr•• depe IID4 to act 
u Prote11or of Bort1cul.tun aM Luaoape AI'Ohlteot\IN at bia ala •Wr •Ul 
1868 vben be ~4 a ea1.l too eo \o CCW"DeU Ua1..,.J.tw, iiMD .. -- .. 
t~o loo.dlaa oducatloaal lnotltut1oao In tho 11n1tod 8totoo. Attar fin 7ooro 
eer..-lce aa Protencr ot Bort1ou.lture at CorMU, he vu eleote4 Dtnotcw aD4 
lloao of tho Collop of AariOulture vboro bo Nrnd With 4lot1Dct1oa trC10 1903 
to 1913 vh&n ho retired at tho ... ot " to M'"'to ht.Mlt t.o tho vrl t1DC &D4 
odtt1Ds of l>ooko oa ,...UOlot aa4 avlcult.,... aod to hio boteD!oal otudtoo. 

Doctor llaiu7 baa vrtttoa aa4 oUted _.. t.boD tarv -· loM•ot tiM 
llot are -·-.U "8- CJOlOpoU& ot larttoultvo", tiM II-~ 
"CJOlopo41& OJt AcriCultvo", "A ~ of C'oltt .. to4 rlaDto•, ,_., .UO 

"!'he Gor4on or Ooardo", "!'he a.... ot ~· - ......u ~· OJt doolitiiUul 
pDOtto • •-• lac1u41.ac "!'he Apple ,.... &D4 "'loo - Loow". It lo 1a -

1on that ho ho4 -- bto -• fMllDC tor tiM - - all W.,. *' 
- ip J,t. '!bo lwal a.t-~ ... ,.W- tr ... *IIIM1 t.1 " I - _. 

~ ~ ._.., -- - -u OJt *' ,.ne&, ..., OJt *'* - ottll 
.~ .... -. 
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. ' . 
Doctor 1a11e7 NrW4 u ~ ot u. C~•t011 011 c__., uta .-.. 

Pr .. lcleDt 'l'beocloN 8ooeeftlt aail wlliab 1e CINtiW wttb lla..U. w a lfllfowi4 
totlueDCe on 1'111'&1 Unac .t u. -nauca •-t 1D u. QdW atatee. 
In S.pteaber, l~, b. a44NIM4 a 41etillp1ebe4 pooup of bcrtloulturieta aD4 
jpU'Ua leader• u-'bled at. a -t.llla ot u. AMI'lou Bort.toul.t~ c-u 
1D Cle,.laD4. 11• au4ieDCe vu aue4 ~ hie ntaUQI aD4 u. 1aas eloquen 
apeeoh be MM ca the eubJeot of •lbltad Bort.ioul.t.un" vu tul.1 ot hil 1111alta'ble 
sar4an philoeoPlT aD4 vte4011. 

~bert,}~ 117d• Ba1le7 hu been Y14el7 hooored both in We oountz7 ..,d 1n 
lurope: be hu n~cei,.d au,.,. an4 sol4 Md.a.le trOll U. lloJ&l Bort.icul.tlll'al 
Boclet7 of Loa4on, U. IODOI'al'7 Avard lle4a1 of U. Ger4en Club of AMrioa, 
the Clr~~n4e Me4aille, Societe lattooale d •Acol.aat.ation 4e l'riiDce, aD4 ot.b.r 
high avar4a an4 hODOI'a too n._roua to Mntion ucapt in Who 'I Who in AMI'loa. 

In tile Bort.icultural Bu114ill£ at M1cll1san Bt.at.a Collep at .Ut. Laneins 
then~ are bronte plaque• 011 thrM floore bCIIOI'iiiS •n vbo ha,. been 41etiDSU11bl4 
tn horticulture in M1chisan, in tbe U>it.ed Statu, &lid in the vorl4 at larp. 
Doctor :S..ile710 ..,... appear• on all thnla floore to eisnt1'7 tbet he il retptr4ed 
as ono ot the tvel,.. ~n~at hortioulturiete of the et.at.e, the nation and the vorl4. 
Bia portrait in oil hansa Juat lnei4e the entr&llce of the buil4ins. 'l'beN il a 
Ba1le7 School in Eaat Lanains and a Ba1le7 Bt...et. An4 at Con>ell there 1a e 
Baile7 Ball. 

To quota B. B. Tul<e7, reeentl)' ot the lfev York Agricultural lxper!Mnt 
Station, nov head ot the Departmont or Borttcult,.... ot M1ch1san State Collep 
and one of our !oremoat horttculturteta, "To con1'1ne Doctor Baile7 to horti­
culture vould be to do h1Dl an inJustice. Be baa been the ~n~at leader and ·the 
~n~at thlnlcer 1D aertculture and in pureuita attectins the welfare ot h~tJ •.• 
No eingle indiYidual ha8 had a aore profound ettect upon horticulture, upon 
aer1cult ure, upon gardenins and upon 1ndiY1!1uale intan~atad in theee !ielda.. . 

Above all he ie atill 7ouns in mind and ep1r1t. Hie lntareeta he,.. alV&7a 
been cloee to thoee or JOUth, as a teacher and a leader. A ;rear asc a trained 
nurse trao Trinidad mt bl.lll on the tiey leland ot Tobae<> and vao ao impreeeed 
vi th his vigor that abe aeklld, ''llould 70u thinlc 1 t :lllaodeet i f I aelald permiee1on 
to lie ten to ;your heart T I have Dlftr liotaned to an 89-Jear-old heart, and I 
would love to hear it beat. " 

Thie etor7 vae related recentl,y by the noted plant explorer Dand foJ.rcb1ld 
vbo .quoteo Doctor Bailey ae •"11ns, "I threw open 1113 ebirt and obe liotened 
intent~ to 1113 heart and exele11110d - 'You he,.. the beart ot a JOUJl8 III&Dl It '• 
alriat1ng1 ' 

"You IIO,Y recall, Dand", Doctor Baile7 continued, "that I tol4 JOU all or 
JlJ¥ ancestor& vera lens lived, livtns to o,..r eigbtJ. So I cannot claia that it 
is JlJ¥ temperate V&7 ot 11 nns that baa been oolelJ reepone1 ble for 1113 lollS 
~orous life, although I believe 1 t has helped." 

Th1o then io the """' vbao the lational Clarden Inati tuta ia J;r1 Yiletptd and 
haPP1 to honor w1th a youth medal award tor proveae in gardenins, in the ballet 
that b7 eo doi ns he Ylll be an i nepiration and a guide to all .thoee vbo low to 
explore the lllif&teriee of the ao11 and plant lite, be the7 70"118 or ol4, nonce 
or experienced 81'1'4elllr. 

I 
llo~ to .Editor: Author of the 1\bow 1• Andi'IY 8. Wins in caee 7011 v1ab a 

1>7-line. 
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UNITED 8TATE8 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
DIMOTOR Of' ~NelON WORK ..... .,... .... 

Febr'uar1 25, 1947 

llr. Leawr J. Jorria~=Srwn 
Induatr1al l.dYUarr ttee 
NatiOD&l Gardea Inatituta 
598 lladiaaa .t.Yaue 
!lew York 22, 11•1' York 

Dear llr • Borria I 

llhen the food 81tuation be- critical during the 1IIU' years, 
it be- DeGeaK1'7 to 110biliH all the-~ poa8ible ill 
order to poow and to oonHrYe the produota ot ho.e aDd OOII-
IIUIIit7 Yiotory prdaiUI. 'lbe 0011tributi011 of the boya and Sirla 

.. 

ill the 4-B Clube aDd ill the other :youth sroupa baa been ~ 
tr-Ddoua. Our recorda ehow that ill 1943 and 1944 alaoat 600,000 
4-H Club .-hera srew sardeu Noh ot tbeaa 7Mnt and that ill 1945 
aDd ill 1946 a..athills like 500,000 4-B Club . .-hera b.d gardena • 
.t.ll ot thea• boye aDd girla kept aocurate reoordlo ot their prden­
ills work and yielde ot oropa. 

Appraxizlatel7 2,600 4-B Club ll8llben ware a-.rdad GeMral Douclu 
llao.t.rthur MC!•la ill 194!5, and about 2,000 ill 1946. 'l'he~e Mdal.a 
were Yary srate1'ull7 reoehad u a bigb honor b7 the top-fiicht 
prdenara in thea• 7011tb1'ul. groupe. I o011a1dar that tbeae _,.,. 
bue aer...ad ae •ar,. nrtmrbUa illoctina aDd that, u auota, aided 
ill denlopins a .uab haipteaad intareat ill the probl- ot '-­
ills our ~atiaaal tood nppllaa. I aa nre, too, that tbq are Yery 
EIOb appreciated b7 tboae fortunate cough to baYe r-1-rad thea. 

Director o.r Extension Work 

. . 
• 
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