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A Service Organization Supported by Volustery Contribetions
Founded 19od as the Playground Association of Aln

Serving Over doog Communities a
115 FOURTH AVENUE .ﬁ‘
19;1

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevalt
Hyde Park &}
aJ

New York
My dear Mra. Roosevelt

A few months after the President died when I was thinking of all
that he had done for recreation, we wrote out the encloaed brief statement.
Nothing has been done with it. From time to time I have wondared how this idea
might be used to further recreation, which was one of his many many interests.

1 have had no inspiration sbout it, but I send it om te you for two reasons.
First, I would want to be sure that it is moccurate. Secondly, during these months
you may have had suggestions of individusls to whom this idea might appeal.

You of courss know about the work of the Hational Recreaticn
aesceiation. You have been to national meetings. You will recall that the Presi-
dent himself served ms sponsor of the Asscclation and helped to raise money for
it sven before he was governor of New York. You kmew how much Dr. John Finley
did for it through the years, Even now I recall with great pleasure the mestlng
we had in Washington when Dr. Finley donned the Scottish kilts because he wanted
to do something extra in presenting you to the Recreation Congress.

fell I wish we might have in the Asscclstion a memoriel fund, the
income of which would provide services to local commnities which would in a way
carry out in the President's name the kind of things he believed in and stood for
in the recreation field.

You may know of some individual or scme group to whom this idea
would appeal. If you think the ldea has merit, T shall of course be happy te
talk with you or mnyone else about it further.

Sipcerely yours

SR

Ts Es .Ri;ﬂ'lg Menager
Personnel Bureau
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Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial Rtorut!.un Service

' Franklin D. Roosevelt believed in recreation as one of the fundamental
parts of a high standard of living. He alsc believed that recreation was one of

"the means of bringing people together and of glving expression to the democratic

way of life.

He believed very greatly also in the power of individuals to bring
about & better way of life. He put more emphasis upon leadership than upon
buildings. All of his life he worked for parks and playgrounds and

pools. He put the weight of his personality and the weight of his public office
behind the development of the recreation movement.

Those who are considering a living memorial to Franklin D. Roosevelt
should give careful consideration to the idea of endowment that would free person-
alities to work in this field which meant so much to him and in which he believed

so strongly.
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THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
THE NATIONAL ROOSEVELT LIBRARY o By
Apartment £-D
CHU CHIAMUA, CHAlRMAN B4D 'Exilmn m“t :mm

YEN WEN-YU, ExgcuTnive BocRETiny

Hew York 25, 1947

October 16, 1947

KErs. Eleanor Hoosewelt
Apartment 15-A

29 Washington Square, Test
New York 11, N.Y.

Dear Vrse. Hoosevelt:

It was a great hnor and pleasure as well meeting you
at Hyde Fark and my only regret iz that the interview was so
short that I could not talk much about our library plans. I can
eaoily realire how busy you have been at the UN meetings and I
should not disturb you at this time, that is why I have not
vritten you since my visit to your home.

I wish to thank you for the beautiful portrait of the
late Freeident which was sent to me by the New York Graphic Society.
It will be hanged in our library for our poople to pay respect
and to get insriration.

Enclosed please find a copy of our plans for the
development of the library which I humbly hope that you will
give us your cooperation. Would you be kind enough ms to suggeyt
some friends of youra to whom I can approach for help?

ls;P‘l'

people ask for your help. I hope that you will give us your

special attention to this institution which is founded to show
Chinese people's love and reverence for the late President and
vhich will serve as a medium whereby mutual understanding, Uﬁl
aprreciation snd cooperntion between our two nations will be M y

greatly enhanced,
Yours very singerely, M
£L.7. b2
tary

‘Txecutive Secre

I mow you are interested in many things for vhich j ,J Wi

&'.I.G 51
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FLANG OF [ATIMMAL ROCSEVELT LIBRARY

Te get from the Roomevelt family pome possessions and souvenirg

of the late Frosident to be taken to China for the exhdbit in the
Fnosevelt Vemorinl Room (lMrs. Roosevelt and her children will be
looked for help)

‘e ot by pift books bw end on the late Fresident in all languagea
ineluding materials about the Hew Deal mnd TVA

Te nmake photosiet and mierofilm copies of doouments snd papers of
the late Freoident vhich are alloved to make public

To get the recordsed woices of Frosident Roosevelt such as RENIEZVIUS
WLl OESTINi, and a copy of the ROOBEVELT STORY film

Mo get the importsnt documents of Hew York State for the period
vhen rs Roosevelt vms governor; and U.3. federnl documents of

the Roosevelt administration

Te tuild up o specinl collection on intornational relations, Torld
Tar II, United Nations, and books interpreting the United States

{ ™e UN hen included the library ns one of the depositery
libraries to receive its publications)

To ingtnll wll equipmente which v4ll help the library's mass and
adult eduention program, such as film book, microfilm recordak,
eound motion pieture projector; talking book machine, illustravox,
book=mobile; cte.

fo mnke a book drive by sending lettern to institutions and individunls
nsking for unused books on all subjects with some of the famous
foosevelt friends as signatorics

To form a FRIE.DS OF THE NATIMRAL ROOSEVELT LIBRARY INM AVERICA

An Executive Cormittes, with a chairmang’a secretnry , is to be formed
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