


0 • ;; 
;; 
• r 

5 

--

(7 ""' •. ;. ....... 
• 
')~ · 

• .. . ' .. ' 0 

j ··- /1'<:} c.. , 

'• ... ~·. 

/..t-. ..N .. ~ A1 ~ a= 
k·~ /)u,~ ¢,..v..A...t.....,.-

-.... 



I -

Krt. Tra.nklin o. 
1!1<1• Park 
Xew York 

li,y dt.t.r Wra . Rootnelt 

A tw month• a.tter the Pruident 41~ lllhtn I • • thinldnc, or e.ll 
that be had done tor r ecree.tion, -. wrote out tho tnoloted briet t t e.t.oent. 
frothing hu been done with i t . From time to t1ae I he.• e wondered how thh iclta 
a ight be uaecl to further rec r eation, wbioh ~ one ot hi e many many 1nterettl. 
1 have had no 1nt p1ratioa about 1t, but I tend it on to you t or two ret.~on. . 

Fin t , I wculd want to be w re that it i t e.ocur&te. Secondly, du.r in& theu aont.hl 
you t:!.&Y h,.vt had 1\.lUtltion• ot 1ndivi&aah to whoa th 11 1dt• !!debt _,peal . 

You or ocur .. know about the work or the Nat.lonal Recreation 
A.uociation. You h••• beu to national c ee·tlac•· You will ree.all that t.he Prell· 
deErt hi:uelt ••r •ed •• t ponaor or tbt J. .. oola t!on a.a.d hel~d to rai,. aoney tor 
lt eve.o. betort he wu co• eraor ot New York. Tw llmow how .u.c.h Dr· John PWt y 
dld tor it throu&h the yeara. S'f'~ now 1 recall with ,reat pleuure the aeetl~ 
we had. 1,n 11'ash1ncton ,.,..n Dr . P'inley donned the Sootthh ldlte b.oauae h• wa.Att4 
to do ao=etht.ns extra in preuntins; you to the Rtoret.tion Congr eu. 

Well 1 with .. aitht ht.ve io the At., oiatlon • m•orlal l\iod • the 
income ot ~ich would pr o'Yide tervicea to l ocal oo..unit1e• .nich would i o a ~ 
carry out in the Preeident '• naae the kind or thioc• he believed in and stood tor 
l n the reerot.tion t1eld. 

You aq Dow ot lot!le 1.ndi•icbal or eoae croup to m ea thh 14•• 
WDUld appeal. It you thlAk Ue ide• hal a.rlt, 1 ehall ot ccurae be luappy to 
t • l lc with you or an,yon.e ehe abou.t it t\ln.her . 

1 

TflVlh 

T. E. 'a1;era, Wa.oa&er 
Pereoonel Bureau 
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Franklin D. Rooee.elt Kaaorial Rtoreation Serrioe 

Franklin D. Rooee.elt belie.ed in recreation u one of the tl.mdaaental 
of a high etand&r.d of l h1.nc. Be aho belie..ed that recreati on -.. one of 

the means of brincing people together and of gh1 ng expre .. ion to the d•ooratio 
way of lite. 

He be lieved n r y greatly aho in the power of indiTicllale to bring 
about a better -y of lite. Be pllt aore -.phuh upon leaderehip thua upon 
buildings. All of hia lite pe wor ked tor parka and playp-oWlda end nt.atnc 
poole . Be put the night of hie personality uad the night of qia pllblio ottioe 
behind the development of the recreation aoTament. 

Those mo are oo11.1idering & liTing 11aaorial to Franklin o. Rooee.elt 
should giTe oaref\11 oo11.1ideration to the i dea of endowaent that would tree pereon­
ali tie a to work in thil field mioh 11eant eo 1111oh to hill and in 11h1oh be b elie.ed 
ao strongly. 
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THE PLANNING COIIIIITTIE 

THE NATIONAL ROOSEVELT LIBRARY 
Apo.rtmeni" 8- D 

. . 

CHU C t414•H UA. C "AloUtajlll 

Y• N WIK-YU, • • ceunva ••c""-"-"T 542 West 112th Street 
New York 25, 1947 

C .MUMeiCIM• 0~•• 
•• ,.II H .... IIO&O 

llre . Eleanor Roosevel t 
Apartment 15-A 
29 Washington Square , I. est 
New York 11, N.Y. 

Dear Mrs . Roos evelt: 

October 16, 1947 

It ~a• a great hnor and pleo.eure as well meeting you 
at Hyde l'ark llJld my only r egret i3 tl•at the interview .... 80 
short that I coul d not talk much about our libr ary pl nns . I can 
oaoily 'realir e hov busy you hue been at the uti meeting• and I 
shoul d not disturb you at this time, that is why I have not 
r:r i t ten you oince l'ilY visit to your hor.~e. 

I 'Wish to thank you for the beautif\11 por t r ait o f the 
late Pres ident t:hieh ~ sent to me by the No" Yor k Gr aphi c Society. 
It v.ill b e hanged in our libr ary for our people to pay respect 
and to got insfi ration. 

Encloocd pl ease find a copy of our plans for the 
development of t he l i br ary which I humbly hope tha t you ~11 
gi ve us your cooper ation . ~ould you be kind enough as to sugg 
some friends of your a to whom I ean approach for hel p? 

I lalotl you are inter eotsd in many thing• for •hicb 1 · 
p eopl o ask for your holp . I hope thet you ~ll give us your 
opscial attention to this institution l'lhi ch is founded to abov ~ 
Chineoe peopl e ' s love and rover enoe tor the lata Presi dent and 
v;hi ch mll ser ve o.e a msdiuc t.ilereby mutual under standing, I_ 
appr eciation and cooperntion betvmen oUr tti'o nati ons will be ~ 
greatly enhanced. 

Your a very ~in er oly, 

££~~r. 
· Executi o Secretary 

Enc . l 
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1 . To get from tl'lt Root&evolt fi\."":ily ,ur"!e noascosioniS and couvenir o 

of tho l a t e Frcoidcnt to bo take~ to c~~na ror the exhibit in tho 

P.ooe:evolt l!cnoria.l n.o~ (I:r3. Roootsvolt .and her children -r.ill be 

looked for hdp} 

~. ~ get by girt booko ey o.ne on th,. l.n.tf" f'l"oaidcn-t in nll lan,gu'\8eo 

including oat.orialo about the ~le'Ci' Deal e."'d 'NA 

3 . To o o.ko rhotosts.t and nicrotil!:l o:.opic.o o f docw:1entu end. p.apor :s of 

th~ late Preoich~~1t .. hicl" are f\lloY.ed to ~"\i:e public 

4 . l'o ge-t the r ocor cl:£d voioe3 of Prooident .?oooovelt auoh e..a RD~VOJS 

.. ITt' ~TJJ:, , 'l11d A copy of tl-.t ROOS£'/EL'r STOf\Y tilm 

S . 1'o got the import...nt doOWllc.nh of :;e-r: York State t or tho period 

\'.htn rr . Roooovelt v.;nc governor, and u.s. tedora.l dOC\Illlt'ntG or 

tho Rooaovolt. ~dminiotration 

6. To Cuild up n. r.pcciP,l collection on iJttern~tiontU r elations , t.orld 

- o.r II, :tnited. 1:o.t1cn.t , 3.Yid booto interpreting tho United Statee 

( ·~c mi t.~P..o included the libr fU')' o.o one of the dopoei tory 

libr aries to r oceivc its publicationo} 

7 . 'l'o inot '\ll all oquip!lO:ltc rltich t.-ill bel!' the library 1 a oaatl and 

adult edu<:ation ~rogM, GU<:t: e.o tiln book, ~~ticrotilm rocordU, 

('OW'Id _lotion pic-tur D projC'ctor1 t'\l.Ung book nn.chino , 1ll.uatro.vo7.1 

book~obilc, qtc . 

8 . ro ~kc ~ book drive by sonOing letter~ to institutions and individunle 

u Jdng for unused bookl on all eubjoch "t.'it h somo of tht f'V":oua 

Roosevelt trio:nda ao eitn,tor ioe 

~. 'l'o form o mn; .D6 Oli' 'llJl >IA1'lo:>AI. ROO:a:v;'L,' LilllVRY Tl AI:ERlCA 

An Executive Co'T.&ittco, \:ith a choirrn(Ul .... t'l eecretvy , io to bo tonnod 
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