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M. Y. CLARTMCE CAMNON, WO,

JUHN TABER i e
SOHEN M. HERR,

FICHART B. WISELEFWONTH, MALE. GEDMIE H, MAHOH, TEK.
CHARLES A, FLUMLEY, ¥T.
VIR s, DIRCH N~ Touse of Bepresentatives IARRY . SEPPARD, CALLP.
ALBENT J, ENGEL, BICH. JOE HERDRICHE,
o viations
T Committee on ﬂpprnp Micnat ) e, o0
FRANE B KELFE, Wil, ALBENT GORE, TEMM.
HOELE ), JOMMBOM, IMD, JAMIE L. WHITTEM, MISS,

ROBEAT F. SOMLE, OHIO GEORGE W. AMDRIWS, ALK

rr.“m W.lc, JOHM J, ROOHEY, M. Y.
CAML AMDERBEN, MIHN, o WALEEHAM QARY, WA,

WALTER €. PLOESER, W0, JOE B. BATES, KY.

HARVE TIBBOTT, FA. THOMAS J. O'BMEM, ILL.

WALT MORAM, WABH. JOHM £ FOGARTY, R L

GORDON CAMFIELD, M. L ey | p——

GEGRGE . BCHWABIE, OKLA. Sept. 24, 1947.

WVOR D, FENTOM, FA. SECROE Y. MARVEY,

MALFH K, CHURCH, ILLy

F. . GRIFFITHE, 0HIO

LOWELL STOCHMAN, ORDS.

Jo8iM FHILLIFE, CALIF.

ERRETT P, BORTVMER, IKANS,

CHARLES . RORENTS0M, M, DA

FRECERIC R, COUDENT, Ji., M. ¥ (

Mre. Eleanor Roosevelt
Apartment 15-A

29 Washington Square, West
New York 11, New York
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Your letter, with respect to appropriations of funds for the
improvement of the Navajo Indian Reservation, has been received in the
Chairman's absence, and is being referred to the Subcommittee having
jurisdiction over appropriations on the subject matter for their

consideration when appropriations for the Bureau of Indian Affairs

are befrore them.

Very truly

Clerk.
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The Havajos are notably intelligent, comparing favorably with other
racial groups of the Mation in ability to lsarn. Thay also display mariked
mechanical aptitude and artistie ability.

violation of the Federal Constitution and are supporting the Indians'
attempt to gain the vote.

Eduontion

Education is a very seriocus problem which must be solved befors the
Havajos can attain their proper social and sconomic standing in the Natiom,

m-mmm,omwmum:ﬂ,mmm
school facilities (incluoding Federal and Mission ), will accommo—
date but 6,000 children. Half of thess facilities, the boarding sehools,
are over 30 ysars old — obscletes and worm out. The other half, the day
schools, are critically under-financed and under-staffed for the task to
be aocomplished. Yet in 1868, the United States made & solemn treaty with
the Tribe, promising a school and a teacher for sach 30 childrem of school

age,

The health of the NMavejo populstion is extresely poor. Infant mor-
tality, and the incidence of tubsrculosis, dysentery, trachoss, pemeumcnis,

and vensrsal diseass is markedly high.
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nesds, of funds has made it impossible to replace certain

tal buildings, to increase hospital and other medical facilities,
provide an bospital and staff., Five small hospi-

tals, with a total of 145 additional beds, are pressntly clesed for lack
of funds, personnel, or adequate equipment,

At least 37 physiclans and 11 dentists are nseded to furnish ade~
quate fisld and hospital service for the Navajoe populstion, This would
ba at a rate of cne physician for each 1,500 of population, and ons den-
tist for each 5,000. At pressat, thers are 20 physicians, no residemt
dentists, and ons travelling field dentist.

Minisum rural standards would require ome field nurse to appresd-
mataly 2,000 persons, or a total of 25. On the Navajo Heservationm at
present, there is ome field nurss, Thers are no fleld physicisns., Ner
is there persomnal to direct adult education in health, sanitation, im—
proved housing and the like, which is an essential ocomponemt of the drive
to improve Navajo health standards.

Industrisl Fossibilities

Tha few major products of the ressrvation such as wool, timber, and
hides are now disposed of in the form of raw material to be processed out-
side the ressrvation. Raw materials of thie type bring the lowest price.
However, the greatest resource of the Navajos — thelr own manpowsr —
which is now little utilised, could be deveted to processing thess raw
materials. This would not only increase the income received for the pro-
ductes, but it would also provide wages for many Indisns.

The inadequasy of good roads, scarcity of water in sufficient quanti-
tiss, and lack of slsctrisity obviously prevent the sstablishment of large
mass production industriss on the reservation. Howewer, even though the
esstablishment of mass production industries were feasible, they would mot
ba desirahle or practicable for the Havaje ssuntry. The population is |
scattered over a large area, and it would be impossible to bring a large [
group of workers into ocentrally located plants.

The types of imdustry suitable for the reservation are such as in-
volve produsing consumer goods in msall establishments ssploying betwssn
15 to 50 workers, sxoept at Shiprosk om the San Juan River, where water
in sufficient quantitiss is available for developing larger produstien
uhite.
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Among the pessible industrial developments are wool scouring and
m,unu,m,ﬂmwm
working, and shos mamufacture; flour milling and canning; and
numerous others,




scale projects can be financed.

Increased income from both livestock and farming can be achieved
only through an adequately-financed and adequately-staffed adult educatiocn
pProgram,

Educational facilities, with a suitable plant and staff for all chil-
dren, are essential for efficient use of resources and for training for
smployment off the ressrvation.

A medical and health program, in keeping with minimm rural standards
for the Nation, is essential to maintain proper health standards.

An adequate program of welfare to assist needy families, as well as
facilities for the physically handicapped and the socially delinquent,

are sssantial.

The construction of the necessary schools, hoepitals, and irrigation
works would employ most of the excess Navajo manpowsr for years, at the
same time giving them training in productive skills,

The Navajos must have a more diversified and better balanced economy.
Small industrial plants should be established to utilime Navajo manpower
and increase cash income. Such manpower, properly trained, could make a
major contribution to the economic expansion of the Southwest and to the
strength of the Mation in peace and war,

Ihe Navajo Viewpoint

Leaders among the Navajos have indicated to the administration, the
general public, and members of Congress that they subsoribe to and des-
perately desire the soclutions indicated above.
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NAvY WivEs CLUBE OF AMERICA

hdngton
Lozl So'l:lﬂl. ¥ Street
September 2L, I9LT

¥rs. Eleanor Roocsevelt
c/o United Feature Syndicate
220 East li2nd, Street
New York 17, Hew Tork

Dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

Since you entertained the Navy Wives at the White House, some years
back, and so generously gave of your time and efforts, to glve us a helping
hand, we have come a long way, Since we were not satisfied to stop there we
once more come to you for assistance,

The Navy Wives Clubs of America Inc; are endeavoring to make app-
lication at the next session of Congress for a Congressional Charter, The

Homorable Bammfpor Harry P. Cain, has promised that he will sponsor our
application, however, we have been informed that unléss we obtain a great ,,(‘:
deal of ential backing we camnot hope to succedd, ,(‘L

In view of this information, I am comtacting all those who I m\ﬁ‘a-‘
are aware of the efforts of the Navy Wives, and as that they please
contact Senator Cain, and make lmown to h:‘l.-, that we are worthy.

I sincerely hope that I am not imposing too much on your precious
spare time to asked that you once again give us, that so very apprec—
iated helping hand, once again,

2 hrﬂ'ﬂt‘ﬂ:

Helen ‘Fl.dmrth ( Mrs, Harvey ]
National President
Ravy Wives Clubs of America Ine,



WVlnited Diates Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C,

Oct. 9, 1947

Mra, Eleanor Roosevelt
Apt 15-A

29 Washington Square, W.
New YTork 11, New York

My dear Mrs., Roosevelt:

I have your very welcome note of October fth which con-
cerned itself with a prevailing ambition of Navy Wives
to secure a Congressional Charter during the coming
session of Congress.

I only know that such a proposal 1s being studied by the
Senate Judiclary Committee, Senator Donnell is tne sub=-
chairman having jurisdiction and he told me before the last
sesslon recessed that the over-all charter problem was by
no means a simple one, A number of requests are before the
committee and the latter is endeavoring to adopt a policy
which will be fair and reasonable for all. I shall, how-
ever, make it my personal business to study the charter
request in question,

T enjoyed your note for personal reasons and I do trust
that you are both well and happy.

Most cordially yours,

-

P. CAIN

HFC :mg
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