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STANDING POSTURE PREFERRED

A LETTER TO LORD DERBY
72

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES
Y

Sir,—1 have received the following letter from Mrs. Roosevell in reply to my
invilation to come 1o London and unveil the memorial tt_lfhﬂ‘ husband (—

Mew York,
Junuary 7, 1947,
Dear Lord Derby,
I thank you for your kind invitation to unvell the monument Lo my husband in

Grosvenor Square on April 12, 1948, Unless something very unforeseen should
occur | am indeed happy to acoepl your requesl.

Sir Campbell Stuart has shown me & plan of the prejected layout of the square, and
1l selting of the monument. | can quile nppreciate the sculplor’s desire for o
standing statue having regard to the high buildings and the tall trees.

This guestion as to whether he should stand or sit is one for you (o decide, but |
realized from the outset that whatever you do will not please everybody, as
there are people just as anxious to remember him standing as those who desine
1o recall him sitting. 1, of course, have not seen the present model in Sir William
Heid Dick’s studio, but | appreciate it is impossible 10 judge the statue by the
small print which was put out by your commities 1o indcate fo the pubilsc that
it would be & standing statse. Mr, Winant, however, has scen the model in

question, and tells me it is & striking likeness of my husband in a characteristic
pose and portrayed with great dignity. 1t has satisfied him as a suitable and
worthy memorial. | understand six months” work has already been done upon
it, and the whobe project has been approved by your Royal Fine Art Commis-
sson. For my part | am content with the present standing statue, and I canniot
but think it would be wise to let the matier go forward without further
CONErOversy.

Wery cordially yours,

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT.

| hope that Mrs. Roosevelt's letter will end once and for all the discussion as to
whether the statue should be standing of sitting, for no one is in & better position lo
say the final word on this subject than Mr. Roosevell's widow. | am also anxious lo

avoid a controversy which brings into the foreground the President’s infirmity, and
thereby give pain to those who were closest 1o him,

¥ ours sincerely,
DERBY,
President, Franklin Roosevelt Memorial Commitiee
The Pilgrims, Savoy Hotel, W.C.2, January 27.
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¥rs.Franklin D.Roosevelt
Compobello Island

New Brunswick

Cqnada

Dear Elsanort

I have just had a letter from Cardner Jackson uwl.u
me to sponsor a Manifesto re Ssocco and Vansettl, Hs cated
you and Semator Moree have already done wse, but I wanted %o be
certain that this 1s the case before making up my mind.

Prarkly I am pursled about this matter. The Menifesto sur-
prised and almost shooked me--prinec 1y because of its use
of the occasion of the anniversary the death of these men
to make what seems to me to be an irrelewvant attack Com=
munism. The Communist technique at no time was a
l1ssue in the case, While the facts, as Jackson brings them out,
ma 'b-; true, I don't remember hearing that angle so much as
ralaed,

More than thils, the Manifesto seems, in my opinion, te fall
far short of the occasion. Jnokson says: "We recognise the pre-
sent verslon of it 1s too long and ] over to remow
obscurities. We weloome sugpgestions to that s partioularly
m:::tllhd:wﬂ-“l_ru » %0 long as
meanings are not changed.” But » t s meaning tl‘ﬂ
I object and ites fallure to state fundame lasues re
1s 11ttle use in my fussing with 1t. I did not know whether you
aver actually had seen 1t or not.

The 1dea of the presentation of the plaque at first struck
me ns favoratlle, especially Schlesinger's remark that it will be
“the historical process in sotion.” On second thought, however
it seems somewhat adolescent, not to say "smarty.” ﬂu!ﬁlﬁﬂq
are there any bronze rellefs permanently on the Boston Common
'a: -ﬂ\lh this ocould logically be added as a historical representa=-
tion

To sum 1t up, it seems to me that, on an anniversary like
this, something deeply serious on a very elevated plane 1s nec-
essary--a reaffirmation of fundamental principles rather than
an at t to make headlines.




Orange an
agrioultural leaders, n‘h-:%.uhﬁhn. women's and
youth groups, etec.-—and direct letters of lntroduction from the

If you felt thlt%ﬂumld;l‘--_ihl I should
desply appreciste 1t--I am quite certain it r —1
doors ltﬁtzt:nspunill letter saylng s ome thing the liberal
causes I have hr—wv:rnn_lmhmm
and individuals you think =1 be helpful.

My plans, after I get into a country and have met the top
offlolals, are to get out of the capitels and the bif eltles
and into country where 1t may be posalbls to get some

1ight on what pecple are thinking, feeling, and endu t
any rete some understanding of how they are dealing with thelr
problems.

Don't hesitate to refuse If for any reason you prefer not
to do 1t. I shall understand, of course.

Affectionately yours,

F.3, Colliers, the XY Herald Tribuns and one or two others will
publish any materlal I bring them.



 p.8. The countries I am going te outside of Oresce are:

France ,England, Ozschoslovakia, probably Italy and Turkey,
and one or more of the following: Poland, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia,

or Hungary.
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ULith o cheeny amile,and o wave of the hand,
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e Jmmhmﬁ“&f;ﬂm
. M‘i"“"o‘lﬂ“-uh#hudiuim
Tor the old-time. atep and the glad rcturn,--
hhhﬁnf%uthlpu Hene s
He ia not dead--he ia juat away!
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