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The Ot ot the Sl

Two years ago, April 25, 1045 — the day of the opening of the first
session of the United Natlons Conference in Ban Franclsco—six
American soldiers crossed the Elbe River in a snall boat, signalizing
the military junction of two great Allies of the Second World War:
the United States and the Soviet Unlon. The six Amerlcan soldlers,
members of & twenty-sight man Infantry patrol under the leader-
ahip of Lieutenant Albert Kotzebue of Houston, Texas, having left
the forward American lines west of the Elbe the previous afterncon
with the mission of finding n common meeting ground with the Rus-
slan Army, throst through the thirty mile no-man's land between the
Russian and American lines. At eleven-thirty In the morning, April
25, Lisutenant Kotzebue's patrol—followed later in the day by two
other American patrols—successfully contacted the forward Russlan
lines on the east bank of the Elbe. A half hour later, st noom, the
river crossing by the six American soldiers heralded the link-up of
General Courtney H. Hodges' United States First Army and Marshall
Ivan 5. Konlev's First Ukranlan Army, successfully consummating &
great common American and Russlan endeavor and unity of purposs
and Interest.

April 25, 1945, the historle day of the military junction of the two
great Allles in Evrope, the day of the opening of the first session of
the United Nations in Ban Franclsco, marked a high point In Amesi-
can-Russinn relations. The two years which have elapsed have seen
a precipitous deterioration of relations between the two great war-
tima Alle, The disappointments and misunderstandlngs of the past -
two years have charged the atmosphere with distrust and recrimina-
tlon. The remembrance of a happler day when, as trusting war-time
Allles, they met on a common field of battle, met with hope and en-
thusiasm at a common conference to help set up the post-war strue-
ture, has been almost forgotten. B

Unless some great positive and whole-hearted demonstration of
conciliation, trust and confidence takes place in the near future, the
lssues which separate the nations will become irreconcilable. A great
primary act of enthuslasm and confidence which can ease the pre-
senl lension and reverse the present rulnous trend must come from
the remembrance, celebration and regenerstion of the spirlt of &
Spring day In 1845 when they met, with high expectation, as brothers
at the Elbe and in San Francisco.

We must, all of us—Americans, Russians, and all other peace-
loving peoples of the world—ardently hope that April 25 will be
set up as & day of friendship and conclllation among nations, and that
it be celebrated by all men and women of good will in all countries
and areas.

Om April 28, 1945, addressing the delegates meeting In sesslon st
the first United Natlons Conference in San Francisco, President
Harry 5. Truman of the United States sald:

Approaching thelr task humbly, but with united resclution, the
and Russlan soldiers grouped st the Elbe on April 28, 1845
were also attempting to fulfil the purpose for which they had come

Om the evening of April 22, 1545, a last German Enginser platoon,
retrenting in panlc westward, had blown the span over the Elbe at
Sirela. A half hour later, a elvilisn wagon traln of some two hundred
old men, women and children, streaming westward, and stopped by
the blown bridge had encamped for the night, huddled in a two
Mﬂmmmmmm At one in
hmmmmmm-wmm
8t the bridgehead from a two mile range. Balieving German mill-
tary unlts were engaged for a last stand, they heavily bombarded
the bridgehead with artillery and mortars. At dawn, the Russians
tanned out north and south of Strela to mop up German remnants.

At eleven-thirty in the morning, April 35—two days later—Lieu-
tenant Kotzebue's patrol reached the west bank of the Elbe at Stre-
la. Upon being recognized by the Husslans on the east bank sf the
Elve, they prepared for a crosmsing. The span over the Elbe was of
course blown. The only means avallable for the crossing was an
old wooden boat moored to the shore, The Elbe, flooded by Spring
rains, was s swift running river. In order to avold being swept
downstream when making thelr crossing, the Americans moved the
boat some hundred yards up the stream in crder to be swept by the
river into a fifty-yard remnant of the bridge jutting out from the east
bank of the Elbe. Achleving thelr objective, the six American In-
fantrymen raced over the remains of the span jutting cut from the
east bank, crossed the river af noon and were greeted by the Rus-
slans,

The greetings took place in the midst of some two hundred corpses
of old men, women, and children. After the prellminary greetings
they, all of them—Americans and Husslans—Ilooked down at the
bodies and fragments of bodles—especially the body of a child with
blue eyes and long brown hair clutching play crayons in one hand
and a dall in the other.

At this historic moment of the meeting of nations, all of the sal-
diers present—Americans and Russlans—solemnly swore that they
would do everything In thelr power to prevent such things from ever
happening in the world again, and that the natlons of the world
would and must live at peace.

The time has come for the nations of the world to reaffirm that
solemn Oath at the Elbe.

Az one of the six American Infanirymen to make the boat cross-
ing over the Elbe two years ago, as one of the American and Rus-
slan soldiers to take the Oath at the Elbe, I belleve I volce some-
thing of the thoughts and feelings of all of us In this critical hour,

I therefore call upon the nations of the world for a new birth of
concilation and friendship, that the Oath sworn on that hallowsd
blood-soaked historle ground shall not have been taken in vain,

Joseph P. Polowsky
April 15, 1847
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