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Beb Hope's Opening Speech on The Pepsodent Show

April 17, 1945

Bob Hopus It was only last Tuesday that wo wura loughing and whooping it up
with en pudience of u thousond mafines...only soven doys ago tonight...but I
went to toll you it seems like o thousand years ogo. We foel eas though lost
Tucsdoy cnd this Tussday uro o couple of bock-onds, with o now sot of history
bocks in botWoohs « « « » » + = + » 6 fow soconds ago wo listenod to the volce
of Harry 8, Truman, 33rd Prosident of the United Statos of Americo, FProsidont
Truman was tolking to our fighting mon. . .thoso guys I"lunl', out across tho
onrth, « .sitting in o suddy foxholo in o stesming junglo. . .or in o frozonm
foxhele inm tho mountoins of Buropo, They wore weiting to hoor whot thoir now
commundor-in-chicf hod to say to thom....now thoy've hoard him,, . My guess is
thaot thoy liked whot they hoard, . « » .ond thoro are somo who soy, in tho
tomporary dospoir ond bitterness thot como with grief, thot o gop hos beon
torn in our ranks which cnn mover bo closcd. But whon a good soldior falls,
enother good soldior presses forward, and in o good army tho ronks oro alwoys
cloacd. Wo pooplo aru t.h.u. army, ond tho ronks, ond wo people are the voice of
the Prosidont, . .for tho Presidont is tho voleo of tho people. . .no man on
carth, tedsy or ell tho woy back through histery, has foced so great o rosponsi-
bility as Horry 5. Truman, You oon bo suro that he thonks God that he doos mot
faco his gigontic respensibility tlome, for he's got ell of us bosido him and
that's whoro all of us aro going to stay. . . . Ho's not going to havo cn oosy
time of it. . . .but nolthor had those mon whon they first hit tho bacches of
Frange. . .oF those guys who took tho first orack at tho Sclomons. . «But wo
hed confidones in our fighting mon end thoy camo through, . .Thot's the woy we
foel sbout our mow Prosidont, Prosidont Truman has servod notice that victory

cnd world poasc will bo tho monumont to FOR. And one hundrod and thifty milliem
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Amcricans ore sorving notleo on Prosidont Harry 8. Trumon thot thoy will stand

, bosido him to tho completion of tho tusk to whieh Frenklin Roosovelt gave his

lifo.
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Bcob Hope:

Concluding Speech on the Pupmduni‘. Show
April 17, 1546

Well, folks, next week we're going back full time to our
old juﬁ...l job that we consider quite a privilege, namely,
peddling & few laughs to the blue and the khaki, Events
of the past wesk have more than ever made this job a
ﬁrivilaga for all of us on the show. You know, we lost

B mnﬂ who didn't need jokes to make laughter a part of
Americen life., He had & little formula of humor all hia
own. You've heard of it - they call it the Four Freedoms.
One of these is Freedom from Fear. Yes sir, one of

FDOR's ideas must have been that people who have no fear,
are not afraid to laugh, Not much like Poland under
Germany, is it. Incidentally, our gang will never forget
the few times that we were doing our stuff in the Hation's
capital, and we'd hear Mr. Roosevelt laugh. It wos a
wonderful laugh, To me, it wus that famous smile of his,
smiling out loud. Liko as not, the gag was one sbout
Eleanor and her hebit of getting around the world as
though the world was the back yard at Hyde Park. And
we'd just like to soy this tonight...when you're reserving
s spuce in your heart for FOR, u grest man, leave a little
for a grent ledy, too, In Eleanor Roosovelt's hour of
griof the new prosident said to her, "What can we do to
help?". . «And she turned to him and said, "What can WE do

to help you.," . « « JMister, & great lady was tolking then,
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