


Lay 26, 1907

Jear Lady Reading:

1 gquite understand your feeling sbaut tacing the
chalrzansalp of the lnternational Council of

i Qmen. I think you are dolng the right talng
to stiek to tne very importent Job shich you sre
ioing witaln your oan countrys. Your problems
peem Lo me tremendously diffieult to face nud I
thing 1t will regulre every bit of bralne that
ean be broursht to bear on them for salutlon.
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The great trouble about the project whicu you
and I talked sbout, 1o the fect thet the State
Depariment 1. notreally intereeted in i1oing much
about women. It Lo sy upset aboul ite own
progrea and contacte with the US.I, 4 think it
can give very little thought to smythdng elee.

If I got an opportunity to tslk to anyone again,
1l shall do so, but my last conversstions with
the State Department gentlexen were 82 dle-
couraging that L decided LL was best not to

tf’-
I thdnk of you often wita grest affectlon and

concern, and sdalration for the gellentry wnich
you and the British wocen are showlng.

Affectionstely,
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something like & possible way of working.

One of the most pathetic things of the moment is
the excitement with which one glimmer of sun is being
welcomed. The flooding situation is etill so grievous
that we are, of course, working all out on it, but it
ie going to take months and monthe and months to get
anything done. Yesterday, one of my colleagues came
into me looking very, very serious, I asked her what
was the matter, she said she had just come from viewing
11 sgquare miles under water, and this sort of thing in
a country as small as ours, means a very, very great
deal as you can imagine, but when you realise that most
of the land which has been flooded is our mest arable
land, you realise our extra pre-occupation with the
situation,

We are about to launch a coloseal campaign for the
saving of fuel and that is going to be a very difficult
thing to get across to people who have already saved so
much and are very near rock-bottom. Voluntary
organisaticns are co-cperating to a tremendous extent
on this and on cher schemes, and we are hoping that we
gehall be able to play no less a part in the fight for
Peace than we did during the war.

Vra gl innTA, 2

kv qm
Mre, F. D. Roosevelt,
Apartment 15-A, 29 Washington Square West,
New York 11’ HoY--

U.5.A.
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woman has to remain. In all these ways we are hoping
to do a great deal of work, and I shall write to you

a little later, to show you exactly how the programme
is working out,

I had always thought that the balloon would go up
about October or November and so from the 1st to
the 1st August, I did an intensive tour of QOreat
Britain, I Eravullad Just under 9,000 and made over .
90 speeches, and in conseguence, I am, 6 glad to say that
our machinery is all set and ready and we can take the
burden that is coming to us. SN

Last night the full volume of our new austerities
was broken to us, no more basic¢c petrol, which means no more
cars for anything except business and work, necessary
work, only 1/- worth of meat a week, and of that, _
24, worth will be canned or corned beef or something
of the sort, and it looks very much as if we will go
down to 1 pint of milk per week, which when you think
it has to do for cooking and cnétna and tea and
everything else, is not very much. I recently had
two people staying with me who had ¢ over from
Holland and they were complaining bi y eabout their
milk - they were quite shocked to realise that under
our ration at that day, which was double what it is
going to be, they had exactly twice as much milk a
!qujnqzrq_QIﬂ,;q:aith-I one of them added naively,
"and, of course, Black Market is there so we can
always get as much more as we want, and we do".

8o far, thank God, the Black Market has been kept
well strangled in this country, and I hope it always
will be, but people are getting very, very tired of
everlasting restrictions, and I must say my heart gquailed
last night when I listened to the things to be done
and thought that my task for the next so many months .
is going to be those across, and trying to);:%iii



people cheerful when they are feeling very, very far
from cheery.

We are all looking forward so much to your coming
over to the unveiling'and I do hope that you are
looking forward to the visit. 2

Mrs., F. D. Roosevelt,
Apartment 15-A,
29 Washington Square, West,
gp: York City 11, N.Y.
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