


T L e

TS i R ek




MEMORANDUMNM
oo the
INTERNATIONAL EESCUE COMMITTER



mwmn—mumuumm
mmuuuhﬂmd-um-u-u“-u
freedom of the humsn mind, In consonance with this belief, the IRG has
mﬂtiﬂ:dmlnudht“ﬂmm_iﬂrmh
sition to totaliterianiss md whose contributions to maniind's oultural heritage
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cending the immediste persomal.
The Statemsnt of Purpose of the Intermaticnal Rescus Commithes reads

as follows:
(1)

(2)

(3

nmm.u,mm-mu
rehabilitation for those who becsuse of their devetliom

to democretic principls and their oppesition to all forms
of totalitarianism are destitute, 111, or in danger,

To adwinister sush relisf snd sssistencs within the frame-
work of the very bread eriteriom of smii-totalitarisniss
(1,8., consistent epposition to Naxism, Faseism, Cemmuniss)
without regard to race, matiomality, religiom, and without
disorimination or preferemce betwsen the mmerous lagitimste
varietiss of democrefde views,

To direct public athembiom o the plight of all sush oppressed
mnd imperiled pecpls,

A1l of IRC's sotivitiss ultimiely derive frem and are guided by this
pentral Statement urm.ﬂhtﬂl-ﬁmﬂl“dlﬂh
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TRO's two most important activities st the present time are the Resstilessnd Campaign
for Exiled Profossiomals headed by Or. Reimhold Nisbuhr, and the Iren Corbain Refugee
Campaign whose chairman is Oemerel Carl Spastz. These bwo campaigne are the neburel
complements each of the other, The purpose of the Iron Curtain Refuges Campaign is
to give amergency aid in the form of food, clothing, cash granis, counsalling, place=
mant, snd evacustion to places of safety, to those who haye susocsedsd inm sscaping from
behind the Iren Curtain, The Resettlemsnt Campaign for Exiled Professiceals has as
its specific purposs the ressttlezemt in this country of some 2,000 of the most dis-
tinguished refugess whose caresrs have been disrupted as a result of World War IT and
its aftermath, The Ressttlemsnt Campaign, in short, is the logical termination of the
progran of assigtance imitiated through the Iron Curtain Refuges Campaign) whils the
Iron Curtain Refuges Campaign sutomatdcally effects the process of qualitative selso-
tion essential to the sucosss of the Ressttlemsnt Compaigm,

Because of its plomeer work in sid to those speoial categories mentiomed
in its Statement of Purposs, the Intermnationa) Rescws Oesmitbes has todsy beooms
the central coordimater of variouws related afferts, It bas incorporated the
imerican Committes for Esigre Scholars, Writers anmd Artists, which is now in charge
of professicnal placemsnis) it is the repressotatiwe in this counbry of the Fighting
Oroup Against Inhomenity (Ksspfgruppe gegen Ussenschlichimit); it is the chief agency
through which the Fund for Intellsotual Freedom cpermtes its pregram of aid to
refuges writars,



The Intermatiomal Resows Committes is the primcipal nes-seclarian agenay
that has besn active in the OP fisld frem the very inception of the IF immigretion
program,

Committed programatically to relisf to victims of oppression and, primarily,
to those who were active oproments of totalitarianiss, its schkivitiss have alwagys
been oriented towards the ranks of the labor opposition to NMaximm, Pagoism and
Commundism, 3

The reasons for this are manifold., The two most importanmt are: (1) that
the demooratic labor movemsnt has been most comspicuous in the underground movememts
from Spain to the Soviet Unicmy (2) that the political structure of mest of the
oountriss in central snd East Burope doss not permit the labor and liberel groups to
tarn for help to sectarian sgencies,

Under thess conditions, thoss of tha displaced persons and refugees, whether
Spanish, Oerman and Austrisn = or Felish, Baltic or Hungarism, who found themselves
faced with the need of effective help have turmed to owr Ocsmittes,

They were given a sympathetic hearing since our program is selsctive and
mot a mass operationm,

A1d %o Anti-Wusi Perseoutess
Those who for their sotive participation in the resistance movemsnt wers
imprisoned by the Nasi regime, were the firet to w bhelped, The veluntary Emergency
Rsscus Commitbes snd the Internstioms]l Rsfugss Assooistiom wndertook to marshal
support and mals arrangaments — in close coopersbiom with the Mew Scheol for Scolal
Research, the Mmsewm of Modern Ard, the Amerisan Federeiion of Labor, the American
Committes for Christisn Refugess snd others — for successful evacustion of 2,500
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lsading expomsnts of Western sulture %o Portugl, North Afries mad other embarkatiom
peinte for fresdom, Later the Emsrgency Rescus Comsities and the Internaticmal
Refuges Associstion combined to form the Intermationsl Rescus Committes,

Among the imitdators snd spensors of this movement were Charles A, Beard,
mm.mm.mm“m.h-u_,mu
Allan Neilson, John Dos Paseos, Dorothy Thompson, Oswald Oarrisen Villard and Willism
Allem Thites,

Tho beat known perscoapes among the rescusd included such famed writers
as Pranz Werfsl, Konrad Heidem, Nicola Chiaromomte, Hans Habe, Jean Malaquais and
Joseph Wittling artists on the order of Marc Chagall, Andre Masson md Jacques
Lipchitesy Wanda Landowsim, the great harpeichordist; Jacques Hadamard, the distin-
guished mathematician) Alfredo Memdisabel, the philosopher) Frits Kahn, physicisn
and anthropologlst) Ermestine Frewd, the spesch theraplist, to cite but & few of
thousands whose lives and carsers were sustained through timely intervention of private
imsrican assistmnoce,

Qver the first five post-war years, closs to thyes hundred former oomoen-
tration osmp inmates of Oeymen snd Ausbriss origls wers resstbled in the Fegters
Hemisphere, Several dosems of them whe, as pelitical refugees, survived the war
in hidimg in France, Belgium or othar coutriocs, were halped in establishing new
existences in thass countriss if thay chose mot %o reftwrn to their home countriass,

Approcimately 500 others finally, were taksn to Switserland for medical
rehabilitation, Those affected with tubsrculosis as & result of their stayw in priscns
and concemtraticn camps were ploced in Swiss ssmatoria, Those not affected with
contagious dissases wers taken to our rest hems in Adelboden for stays warying from
four weeks to four momths, Im the susmer of 1950, this home was comverted to & home
for children of vidims of Cosmmmist perescutiom,

Ilgn
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A siailar children's home ie being opereted in Twaly. Since 1950 1%

is undar the suspioes of the Ttalianeimerican Laber Coumedl,
The relisf and medical proprem to Usrman and Austrisn anbi-Masi per-
secutees was made possible by grants from the Reparations Fund of the Imter-

natiomal Hefuges Organisation. These funds, unfortunately, have besn ex~
hausted

Spanish Repyblican Relisf Progran
The International Aescus Committes has s consistant record of giving /,/

much needed aid to liberel elements among refugses. Included in this b
category are the tragleally ignored group of Spanish Republican deportess
in France, Of all those who, in cur gemsration, have taken up the struggls
against totalitarianism, these Spamish Republicans are the most neglected.
Today they are in a real semse the forgotten people of Durope. Yot these
Spaniards were emong the earliest to defend democracy in a wap against
Fasoist military imtervention. Buob sinee their flight from Spain, their
story has been one of sxtrems misery and bitter exile, /
Among those Spanmish Hepublisans who survived priscn camps as anti- i
fascists in a Nasl-dominated country during the war, mamy are tubsroular,
-mmm,cﬂlnhﬂﬂﬂ-w—lﬂﬂ-w;ﬁ-ﬁm
Civil War. Their plight has been made more pitiful by over-crowded living
conditions, undernourishment and the severs restrictions of French lews on
foreign labor, There are those who are umabls to work under any conditions,
such as the old, the mutilated and the chremieally 111,
Many of these deportess conbimmed to fight fascism with the Fremsh
resistance and are uncompromisingly ssti-Communist as well, The aspect of
thoir couragecus faith im heman liberties is mot gemerally kmown to the
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American publie, The Spanish Republican repressntatives with whem IRC
has always dealt are men like Pablo Oussls and Indalesic Priste, whose
opposition to all forms of totalitariamiss is & matter of record,

ile it is trus that there are Communist groups smong the Spanish
exiless, thousands of thesm have resisted this type in spite of
the promises of food, clothing and care which are offered as bait by the
Commnist Party, The great tragedy is that, although thess ambi-Oomsunist
Spanish Republicans hawve refused aid from Commmist souress, they de not
receive the same degree of orgenised ancouragement and support from the
Western world,

The chief group which has taken an active intersst in this situstion
fs the IAC. With ite special comcern for political refugees, IRC wes the
main American agency to recelve and disburse International Refugee Orgami-
zation (UN) funds for the Spanish deportess over a period of four years,

A none of these funds were used for owerhead or administration, the IRC
spent approximately $25,000,00 each year from its own funds to maintain this
relief project, and employed 10 case workers in France for this purpose, In
addition to this, IRC has raised cver §40,000,00 in funds and supplies for
m-nnp.-umuarmmmmmum
agricultural and industrial training or retraining, and was sbls to provide
numerous prosthetic appliances which enablad amputees to become self-support-

ing.

In July, 1950, the IR0 (UN) terminated its relief program and has mo
longer been a source of funds, The Fremch Covernment has comtimsed aid to
the Spanish Republicens on & basis which cammot compare with the yearly com-
tributions from the IRO (UN), which alloeated over $420,000,00 to IRC in 1949,
the last full year of their relisf program for Spamish Republicans,
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The IRC has tried to share fimameial respemsibility for st leash the
most needy cases. However, it is extressly difficult to arcuse pepular
interest in the Umited States for the all but forgotten Spamish Republiesis,
Their plight no longer carriss s drematic appeal. They have simply mainbaimed
their allegiance to freedom and democracy in the fact of conflisling pressures,
both im the active war years and in patient exils,

Traditionally, the American trads unicns are the only organised groups which
can be sxpscted to be imterssted in this probles,

P s d EREN .

Iron Curtain presembed different problems, Those who qualify for imeigretion

to the United States have teen covered by our assurances and sither arrived in

the United Statas or are dus tc arrive in the near future, Thelr total mmber
is well in exoesa of 1,000,
The IRC, as en authorised volumbtary agency for ressttlecent undar the U5,
D,P, Aot, handles all the immigration work for the Jewish Labor Committes, Of
ths men most prominent among them should be mentioned) Hemryk Blaler, Isresl
Libermarn, Arthur Numberg, and Natan Olerowlom,
Those of gther nationalijgdes sre fully depsndent om us. They are referred
to us by sccredited representatives of the differont political groups and trade
unions, Of the trade unionists who have recently besn aided by the International
Nasoue Commitbes the following namss are worth memtiomingy
of the Baltie group:
Yiprag OIELTNIS, member of the Cemtral Board of the Lithuanisn Trade Union
Council, Deputy of the lithuanian Parlisment.

Vincas OIRVICKAS, secretary of the Union Coumedl of Eaunas, imprisoned
efter the Faseirt coup d'etat for seven years. Imprisomed
for the sscomd time during the Nagl cecupatiomn,
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Eamys DAUOINIS, chairmen of the Cemtral Board of Lithwanism Worlsre
Union im exile

Of the Omech group:

i«ﬂﬂr.!ﬂ!lﬂ-rdl-lj@lrlllllu
tion in Kladnoy Znojwo and Jihlave, wembsr of the Cemtrel
Committes)

Joseph DVORAK, organiser of the Mhite Collar Union of Owechoslovakiay

gotise] KCHOUT, board member of the bookbinder's wmien;

Dedtrij KORIUTIAK, youth ssaretary of the Trede Umiom Center
Viadislay RO, officer of the Metal Worlers Union, formsr concens

tration camp immate)

Of the soores of trede wnlonists from whes sssurences hawe been gube

the work of the Fres Trade Umiom Intermatiomal, ®.g.t
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There is, howsver, She growp of new refesses whe did not soms o the
Uoited States or Canads, Many of them have reached countriss of Wesbern
Baropa, but fow of them are able to establish themselves there, Cven mare
m-ﬂumﬁ-.ﬁ-dﬁum“hmhlﬁhﬂ“

Jamuary 1, 1949, and especially those who cams after Ootober 1550, the IRO
registration datalins, n-mmu-wmnmmitm
ranging from immediate relief (parcels and funds), flight transportation from
Vienns and Berlin to the West of Germanmy and Austria, to at least provisiomal
settlement in Framce, ingland, Sweden or any other country which is willing to
accept tham, At the same time the emigration action from these coumtriss to
the United States contimues for those whose quota turns are reached under regular
imzigration or who arrived in these countries befors Jamuary 1, 1949, and are not
firmly ressttled,




the relisf arm of the Jerman trade union movement, IR0 played the leading
role o Lhe early accreditatiom by the U8, Military Uowermment of Arbeiter
Wohlfahrt as & recognised receiving ageney within CRALOG, The Council of
Relief Agencies Licensed for Operation in Oersamy, At the time of ORALOD's
formation, a member of the IRC, who is on our Board of Directors, acted as
special liaison officer im this effart. Through the offices of the IROYR
Frankfurt, Munich, Derlin, Ludwigederf, and Bremen, the total 1950 cash dis-
tursensnts were §31,555.49. Appraximately 6,000 persoms were provided with
relief and counselling, and the following relisf was disbribubed through Ar-
baiter Wohlfahréy

12 ﬁ-rplr.—l
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In sddition, bulk feod shipments wers sent to West Herlin, in close

cooperation with lsyor Ernst Rewter, Q&ul.rfl.lpllll...l-fl
spring and the anticipated mass imvesion of ccmmunist indoctrinated youths from
the Soviet section, These shipments consisted of the following:

2 1lba, s Oor't
sﬂ@uﬂ“ e powdered milk M“. I.-.E.I“
375,450 1ba, butter M-._-._ Jov't il.-n._lw
277,915 1ba, chesss U8, Oor's surplus
364,037 1bs, foods and cersals
307,931 1bs, oats
L0,B00 1be, meat and vegetables - carmed

The Elwlunﬁnltlﬂltiim.-wﬂ.‘- They were
distributed as follows

118,500 adulte
In addition a thirty day supply of thess various foods were given to
ﬂlggﬁn?lilqhi‘;‘!hlff

homes, youth hostels and camps under Arbeiber Wohlfahrt spossorehip.

|



The Intermationsl Resous Committes is the only orgsnisstiom
actively assisting Europesn Socis) fsmocrats and trade union leaders
mmmumﬂqummwh
Fasocists or Communiste, or Fasciste and Commemists acting in conmoerd,
The International Resoue Committes, in several cutstanding cases, has
extanded legal assistanss to trade mnlon end liberal politisal leaders
whose immipgration to the United States has been prevented by calummdous
information given by resctionary informers and former pelitical rivels
who had sold cut %o the Fesolsts, INO, and IRC glome, has defled moeer-
ous oheteclss and comtimued to hasmer sway &t notorious capss of mis-
reprassntation, falsification of political history and absurd defmmstion
whieh have militated sguinst Europsan trads union leaders at the very
time when outright Pescists were given clearance and relief, The follew-
ing exhibits indicate the meticulous care which is given over periods of
mapy momths im the handing of swsh cases,




saris, February Lotq, 1.4

i.isas sheba ostrunsky
secratary to the
international .escue committee

taris
vear Liss Jtrunsky,

ihe help siven to the wpanisn refuress
by ine orgunisation yvu re.ressnt has been

most meritorious. 1 have heen able to rollow

it step by step anu 1 rnow verr well ho! aeay

misaries and sufferi.i—s .aave been ralisveaw ovr
its senerous anc active soliuaritry.

8 a sranisn refuzees, 1 nua bHzen
srateful to ti2 intersationsl wazeys
lo=cay, &8 «rifne danister ol
9lie, 1 am verr ‘ica to reitsraie ;

1 Rope thut ti= Jommi® ".:2 will

tie ..ierican peeopl=s

wid and L1 O

‘remier
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