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ROBINSON, R.

November 18, 1947

Dear Bob,

I am very happy to get your letter.
I know how difficult it is to make up your
mind on something new and I wish very much I
could loan you the money that you need.

uUnfortunately, at the moment I have
none at my disposal, for it is only by saving
on my monthly income that I can build up any
kind of principle as that is the way my
husband's will was made. All that I can
spare at the present is given to my son Elliott
who is trying to turn the farm into a commercial
farm and the start of that takes a good deal of
money. I am distressed at not being able to
help you out. I hope you can do it through
a bank or through a mutual low interest loan.
Isn't it possible to get an F.H.A. loan on your
house? What would be the cheapest thing you

could do.

1 have been working very hard on the
General Assembly and I am now going to Geneva
very shortly for the meetings of the Human
Rights Commission, but I hope to be back for

Christmas.
nffectionately,
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Box 320 Route 2 hi’(’l

Beaverton, Oregon

Dear Mra. Roosevelt,

I bave waited thia lomg to write in order to give you definite news of our
progress, Fenny and I bad am snjoyable trip from New York to Fortlanmd, It
was our first real vacation sinos we wers married.

After a month of preliminary imvestigations in Portland, I found that the
particular business opportunities in which I was interested required consid-
erably more capital than was available to md,

I went to ses Dr. Odegard and he suggested that I take a complete seriss of
tests fram the Veterans Vocational Guidance Center, at Reed College. I
followed his adviae and found that I was naturally adaptsd to the fields ofi
1-selling intangibles,B- creative writing, S-law, 4= personnel work. Creative
writing appealsd most to me, but I found that thers would be a long periocd
before I became skilled enmough to bring in any substantial amount of imcome.

I then investigated the field of life insurance, The idea of giving real
servise to people also appealed to me, The insurence salesman(engineer

is the better temm), dimgnoses a man's fdnancial objectives and them prescribes
a planned method of saving which provides protection and security for both
himself and his femily, I then investigated various insurance companies to
dstermine which would offer the beat tralming. I then associated with the
Equitable Life Assurance Soc¥ty of the U.B. , the third largest in the country.
For the first two years I recsive a sadary of §200.00 per month plus 50%

of the rogular commission on all my sales. [During the first two years I
attend varioms schools run by the company which provide the necessary tralning.
Eventually I intend to obtain my own insurance agency. Also in my spare time
I intend to go to night school and take some courses in writing, etm, and
follow writing as a hobby. If in time I prove mysslf to be acceptable to the
public as & writer, I could them devote my full time to such a caresr.

We are staying with my femily at the pressnt time and locking for ahome to
buy. We want %o build a home but find tiat building coats are almost pro-
nibitive snd pressst day building materisls are inferior. Housing is ati a
remium in Oregom since our state is mumber wwo in pojulatfon gain im the
ﬁ.ﬂ. ¥e have en opportunity to btuy a EO year old, three bedroom, large house
in good comditicn and inm a good distriect. The mam who owns the houss is &
friend of ocurs and is being sent to Salem, Oregom by his ocompany. Therefare,
he is foresd to sell his home and leave Jan. 1, 1948. The owner hss a 100%
GI loan at 4% interest with 1) years left to pay om his §7700 mortgage. The
oI apyraisal board values his home at $3500. He wants $1800 for his actual
equity in the home which is m very falr price., Our furnifure and household
goods are in storege in New York end will cost us about §700 to have
ashipped to Portland, If we buy the home it will be negessary for us to purchase
a siove, refrigerstor, and weshing machine, which would require & $400 to $500
down payment, We need ap,roximetely $3000 cash to buy this home, bave our
furnitmre shipped, and purchase our necessary applisnces. I have §1000
in cehh in the bapk plus $600 of war bonds. By cashing in the war bonds,
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which we hesitate to do, we need to borrow approximately $1500 to $2000.

As a business proposition would you be willing to docan me $2000 at a low rate
of interest on a 6-7 year term basis?

I bave hesitated to approach you concerning a personal loan, since our original
understanding specified that such a loan would be for business purposes only.
Flease fe.l that I would understand if circumstances prevented your extending
such a loan at this time.

I have an opportunity of going into business as & silent, non-participating
partner with my brother in the hrourr business scmetime mnext year. .I had
considered attempting to borrow $3000 to aid him in this project. It would be

a good business investment, since George has several years experience in the
grocery business and during the last 18 i.onths has menaged a store and increased
his gross sales in that period roughly 200%. George wantse t0 buy his own store
next year and go into business for himself.

Naturally at the present time my first consideration is for & home for my
family. This grocery business opportunity with my brother is notan immbdiate
problem; I have not committed myself to George as to my ability to invest

monéy in his business. I em working very hard and putting in some 12 to 14
hours a day selling insurance and study.ng. I enjoy my work very much and we
are all much happier here than we were in New York, except that we do want

our own place very much.

I hope you are in good health and spirits and our thoughte are with you often,
You have been and always will be the greatestfriend we have ever had,and please
believe me when I say that your friendship means more to us than any possible
financial aid which you could extend. FPerhaps it would be better for me to
borrow this money from a bank, Your advice in this affair would be greslly
appreciated. FPlease give our kindest regards to Tommy. We wish you all
possible success on your caming trip.

Very sincerely yours,

3% Pl
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