


630 Vanderbilt Avenue
Brooklyn, 17, New York Sanwy€

April 13, 1947

Dear Mrs, Roosevelt,

I read in a recent magazine article that you receive many
letters each day asking for favors 5171§§ you edviece, or request-
ing information. I hastem to say that ¢ 8 is none of these, My
only wish is that its message may get to you personally. That
would give me the greatest pleasure but since the same article also
mentioned that you could no longer keep up with your mail as you
used to, I'll just hope that my feelings get to you, somehow, In
eany cese, I muat express them. :

1 was able to attend college from 1933 to 1937 by working wlth
the NYA and elsewhere at night and on Saturdays, I don't have to
tell you what those years were like, During that time, the onl
bright hope and faith in the future which is so closely associated
with college days that I was able to feel, stemmed from the great
man who wes at the head of our govermment. After I was graduated,
this seame thought was the only ray of light im the gloom of the

hopeless employment situation. My first job was with a small business
that got 1ts start only because of the protection of the NRA. It them

took me almost ten years to achieve a permanent status as a teacher
at a deoent salary., I feel that my youth is gome but I am satisfied
with what 1 have accomplished. I want to say thet I can never dis-
assoclate my youth and hopes from thoughts of you and your husband,
I feel as many other people do that Mr, Roosevelt's death is a great
personel loss no less than that of the parents whom I have already
lost, As a tescher of social studies and & grade adviser I always
try to fight for the thinﬁa that you stand for and to encourage my ch
charges to do the same, We are now following and saving the record
of everything you ere doing on the Humam Rights Committee of the UN.
You were once kind enmough to send me your pieture and I keep it on
my desk for the students to see and to remind me of my purpose,

I am not very skillful at expressing myself but I can't let
another April go by without writing these things to you that I have
wanted to write since April 12, 1945, It seems to me that it is im-
portant for every fighter for progress and demooracy to be reminded
that there are people behind them baoking them up as well as those
who snipe and criticise and undermine them.

Sometimes I cannot help feeling that we are part of the last
generation and that we aren't going to go forward into the sge of
atomic energy. Thought of atomic bembs that raze the population
centers of the world have left me without much hepe for the future
and without a desire for = family. I kmow this should not be end I
am fighting ageinst it., I want you to know that you are the symbol
to me of the future I am trying to see.

I have often beeh inspired to wish I oould have taken a part
in the issues rn?fft by Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, Andrew Jack-
son, and Abrahem Lineoln., Whatever else I think of the age in whioh
I 1ive I have oomsduded that I am thenktul I have 1icog in the days
of Franklin end’ \ Roosevelt. God bdess you.

Sinocerely ’
Thilolesd W,

Mrs, Mildred W, Sablove
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Malvina C. Thomnson
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