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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt,

Last summer, after nearly 30 years of
absence, I visited my own old country, the
Netherlands. While there, I zot acquainted
with "Tyd en Taak" (Time and Task), a Weekly
for "Gospel and 3oclalism". I have been recei-!
vinz thls ever since and in one of last numb-
ers I found an article, written in mid-April,
as a memorial, two years after the death
of our beloved President. he writer is a
Uoctor of Economy, otherwise unknown to me.

Of course, 1t was written in Dutch and
therefor I took the liberty to translate it.
“ou nor I, lrs, Roosevelt, may agree with every
word of the article. But the whole speaks of
80 much adoration and love for Our President,
that I thought you might like to read it.

If I presume too much, please, blame it on
my so lively admiration and love for President
Roosevelt, whose great leadership we miss
every day more and more, as history develops.

My hope 1s, that you will accept this small
labor of mine in this spirit.

{ours, respect
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(Thoughts of a Prisoner of War and one of Circumstances)

Throughout the endless hours of th:i.:,_our Gethsemsne,
we scan the skies for Wings from HOME. |

What 13 our HOME? l land conceived in the lpiﬂ..t of
Righteousness,where Independance and Freedom rule and Honor is a
nation's fare; a land of lofty ideals attained,of dreams sublime
realized; ever deserving legatee of God, heir to His worthiest gifts,
prndesi;mtﬁ to climb to the heights of the fittest,there to shed
upon the world,the light of Love and Trust.

A land where Brotherhood is not a vain word nor
Solidarity, a myth, A4 land of open doors thru which men of all creeds,
all races, all ranks,enter,smiling,head high. & land of inexhsustible
Hospitality.

An enchanted land of Mobleness so high that we,who were
born of its heart and fed at its breast and tco"long tread foreign
soll,can do naught but slowly die.

Can this be Fate? A gloating Destiny?

And should we scan the horizon for liberating Wings ;
which, at HOME, know brighter stars,more radiant rninhu_ls,lhitur elnudl;
in an szured baldachin proudly unfurling its et®nal magnificence "o'er
the Land of the Free and the HOME of the Brave"?

Can they deliver us,that once more,in common bliss, we
may feesl the warmth of thy maternal ceress,beloved Homeland, and
the touch of our 1'111‘ which on our knees we shall kiss as though it

were a sacred garment of the Nazarene?
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0, Flag, consecrated by the breath of Immortal-
ity, we mlss thy nearness as we recite our daily Hagniﬂcat.:' Qur
souls megnify the Lord Who appointed us to guard the honor of our
Flag as it guards our loyalty." Stars and Stripes! 0ld Gloryl ALL
Gloryl We venerate thee,0 inexpugnable vanguard of our patriotism,0
thrice blessidd banner of I-;!I.ght‘u Crusadera, and we long to bury our
tear-stained faces in thy folds and there to read ,once more, our
nmas;rifa names of all true Americans are interwoven, blended
with esach red,white or blue thread of thy loveliness.

Shall we ever return to thee, 0 indestructible em-
blem of American Unlty?

If we should not, let it be known that long after
the lest notes of our Requiem have faded into nothingness,there shall
still be heard in our undying hearts, & Hymn as immortal as Spirit;
an Oath,alive and pulsating in Death as in Life; an Orison as
sincere &s The Lord's Prayer:" I Pledge Allegiance To The Flag Of The
United States,And To The Republic For Which It Stands,One Nation
Indivisible, With i.ihurt}r And Justice for All."

If we should die in the service of our Fbag, we shall
have lived for it,and fought for it, in willing bondage to its grand-
eur,and in Gloriocus Viectory, we shall stand at attentmion,more
proudly than ever, and,gratefully,hail the Dawn of Eternal Day....

1840 -Heva B.-S8ancomb
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