


Campobello Island
New Brunewie«, Canada
August 3, 1047
Dear Mrs. Sandersi
After our oconversation in Los
Angeles, I communicated your interest
in the refugees %o people in New York
who are working on that problem,
I am enclosing a copy of
a letter which has just come to me.
The fact that the Stratton Bill diad
not pass, means the e will not be many
refugees for a while at least.

Very cordially yours,




Mus. Davin M.LeEvVyY
A00 Parpk AvENIE
Nmw Yo 22, N.T.

July 21, 1947,

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

¥rs. Levy thought you
might be interested in the enclosed copy of a
letter from Mr. Reuben Hesnik of the United
Service for New Americans regarding the proposal
made by Mrs. Edwin Sanders,

A copy of this letter
has also been sent te Mr. Lessing Hosenwald,

Sincerely yours,

Qo Rt

Secretary.

Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Hyde Park,
New York, i
X
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. Very Mincerely yours, =

My, Avtmy Altmeyey
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Jane
LEBSING J. ROBENWALD
HJENKINTOWSN, PA,

Juna 21, 1947

My dear Mrs. Roosewalt,

Yeaterday Adele handed me the
communication which you sent to her, and
I have written Mrs, Sanders in accordance
with the enclosed carbon copy. I shall
kesp you posted as matters progress.

Many thanks for your contimed
interest in this work, and with kindest re-
gards, I am

Sincersly yours,

ey

eng.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Apartment 15-4,

29 Washington Square, West,
New York City, 11.




June 21, 1947
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LEBSING J. ROBENWALD
HJENKINTOWN, A,

September 3, 1947

My dear Mrs. Hoosewelt:

While on a recent trip to California, I went to
Claremont where I spent a most enjoyable day with
Mrs. Edward Sanders and Mra. Carter, discussing with them
the project about which Mrs. Sanders wrote to you.

I think that Mrs. Sanders has an idea which
might well prove to be sxtremaly useful, if the project which
she has recommended can be integrated with the warlous church
agenclea. I proposed the following to Mra. Sanders and
Mrs. Carter, and they were in agreement that they would under-
take, through the Co-ordinating Council of Claremont, without
comnitment, to furnish me with a theoretical, detailed pro-
posal as to how a town like theirs might "adopt® an individual,
a couple, or a family, as the cass might be. (Inasmuch as
Claremont is a college town, and they were eager for the
college to take an motive part in the proposed program, they
may devise two plans: one for a community in which there is
a college, and another for one in which there is nons.)

Upon receipt of such a plan, it is my intention
to ask Dr. Chamberlain to call a meeting of the various re-
liglous groups who undertake the settlement of immigrants be-
longing to their own religious faiths. At this meeting the
theoretical plan proposed by the Claremont Co-ordinating Couneil
would be submitted to the group. After giving the matter con-
sideration, it is hoped that these various church groups will
accept, modify, or implement the Claremont Plan insofar as it
might supplement the work of their organisstions. It is not
expocted that this can be done at the first meeting.

When the church groups hawve met and made their
recommendations, it is then proposed to send the revised plan
back to the Claremont Co-ordinating Council to try to get them
to mocept such recommendations as the churech groups may have
made. If we can hit upon a plan which would be mutually agree-
able, the cpportunities for publicity would be so great that
I have no doubt but that countless commmities throughout the

—




nation would be anxious and willing to take similar steps.
I will kesp you posted as to developmants.

I have sent a copy of this letter to Mrs. Sanders
and to Dr. Chamberlain,

Enclosed also is a letter recently received
from Mra. Sandars.

With very kindest regards, and hoping to see
you soon,; I am, as ever,

Sincersly yours,

1 :
Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosevelt,

Hyde Park,
New York.
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Flsass give xy kindest regards to Dr, Sanders.
Yory sinecerely
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Mmus. Davin M. Levy
A0 Pank AvENTE
Nuw TYTour 28, N,T.

July 9, 19L7.

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I thought the enclosed corres-
pondence would be of interest to you in wview of the fact
that youlbrought the matter to my brother's attention via
me, Please don't bother acknowledging 1t,

I am so glad that you are going to
write David Dubinsky. I hope that with this added impetus
he and Harry Brandt will really go places and that Wiltwyck
will weather this ecrisis, which seems to be a very real one,

We had such a happy few hours with
you at Hyde Park. Both Dr. and Mrs. Sulsberger were touched
beyond words by the usual Roosevelt atmosphere, and by the
sight of the Wiltwyck boys on their very best behavior and
having withal such a wonderful timel

Uy warm greetings to Tommy and oy
devoted love to you,

Affectionately,
Cawne
¥rs. Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Hyde Park,
Hew York,




MRS. DAVID M. LEVY
300 PARK AVEMUE
HEW YORK 23, M. Y.

July 9, 1947

h‘-r Mr. Basak:

¥hen Mrs. Ecosevelt was onm the
Coast & month or so age, she met Mrs, Edward
of Claremomt, Califormia. MNrs. Banders was
interested im the problem of brimging
Btates some proportion of the displa
Europs, snd their mssimilation inte
ion, A% ¥rs. Hoosewelt's request
up with my brother, Mr, Less |

Mr,
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Lesvining, Mono County,
Calif.,
June 27, 1547

Mr. Lessing J, Hosermald,
Jenkintown, Pa.

Dear Mr., Rosenwald:

T apologice for inflisting this paper om you; we are on wmoation in
the Sierras and it is the only typewriter material availabls. Thanks for
your prompt reply to Mrs. Hoosewvelt's communication of our interest in
refugees. As you are doubtless aware, the League of Women Voters of the
United States is interested in the passage of the Stratten Bill; and after
our Calif. Convention of the League several weeks ago, where the issues
behind this bill were discussed, soms of us began wondering what plane
the Preparatory Commission for the I,R.0. had developed for the smssimilatiem
of the refugees to be admithbed by it.

It ocourred te us that if towns, as such, throughout this country could
be persuaded to "adopt” ome or more of these refuges families, the job of
sssimilation could be done scomomically, and with wider public interest,
than if left to separate organizations such as the Catholio Church, the
Hotary Club, Jewish organizations, the Red Cross, or what-have-you. The
town could underwrite transportation within this country, securs housing,
make the first job contmcts, aid in the integratien of tha children in the
looal school system, and in general mssist such a family to become & pro-
ductive and soclially adjusted unit in its loeality.

%o set about inquiring as to how communitiss, as such, sould do thia.
Our own small town has & "Coordinating Council®, with repressntatives from
moat of the civic organizations in 1%, whose duty it is te instigate motion
oo just such commumity endeavers mnd to turn over aspacts of the job to the
me=bar organizations. Such councils are common in this area, there being
70 or more in Los Angeles County mlome. MAlthough many commmities do not
have such souncils, we believe that they could still be stimulated to such
& projeot in other ways. There are over 9,000 members in the American
Municipal League, not te mentlon the International City Managors' Assosciation
and the United States Confersnce of Mayors. All thess organizations have
periodicals throurh which oity councils, eity managers and mayors could be
advised of such a movement if it onoe started rolling. Although they might
not legally carry out such a project themselves, they oould appoint ol tizens
or groups to do so.

After talking to a mumber of oivic leaders im our town, who would be
responsible for such an undertaking, we were surprised at the unanimous
interest and enthusiasm which they registered, and were led to belisve that
it would be a relatively simple matter to "sell® our town and neighb
sommunities on the idea, We mlso tried to comsider carefully the difficulties
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. o mst (which would be present mo matter by what process these displaced
o o
ral

sons are settled), e.g. language hurdles, relipiom, emotional disturbances.
5 we presumed that the I.R.0. would provide a central personnal office
which could help to educate those who would deal with the problems, and
which could also do the sifting process to place refugess in a sultable
soonomic and oultural setting. There is a amall town near us where a number
of Folish families ere living successfully, and where lanpuape and cultural

barriers would be lowered for an immigrant Polish family. If a central person=-
oel office had this and similar information from many towne "applying” for a
family te adept, it should facilitate the mssimilation process.

Qur own League of Women Voters' "Memo on Displaced Persons” has piven
us geod answers to the commonest arguments of business and labor against ad-
mitting these people. And this process of adoption by towns furnishes more
ammunition:

business men would have mers falth in expenditures supervised
loeally to make a family produstive than in large suma spent to maintain

them as paupers abroad. Labor would have difficulty pointing to any per=-
eeptible disruption of the labor market with such a wide dispersal of
families whose working members would presumably 411 local needs.

You indieate that there are a number of organizations already dedicated
to this work, and I wonder if there might not be mutusl stimulation; if a
town takes it up, some organication might be moved to go further, and vioce
versa. A California town, Santa Barbara, has "adopted” a Freneh village,
and has found that town pride has boomed the projeet. Should cur own
community take in a family, there are four colleges in Claremont whose of-
fioinls would be interested in doing likewise to fill ataff needs (maintenance
and caretakers, ote.) and whose student bodies would prefer to contribute
to & more pereonalized kind of welfare work than much of the haphazard clothes
drives, etoc. in which they have mrticipated in the last few years. Probably
you have plans for a central persconnel offioce which would provide regulations

to indioate to what extent patermalism should extend, what is the responsi=-

bility if a family wishes to move o ancther commmnity, or simply sould not
adjust, eta.

At the suggestion of our state International Relations Chairman of the
Leagus T have written to Miss Anna Lord Strauss, sur National President, to
Eet her comments on whether the League might aid in the public edusation

process and the promotlon of the idea in towns among those who would be
qualified to carry on such a project.

Of course, in the meantime wa write
our Congressmen in support of the Stratton Bill. Thank you for your patiemoe
in reading thias extended letter. Any information you can send us on the
plans of the I,H,0,, and any comments of yours on the usefulness or wealnesses
of this program will be wvalued.

Sincerely,

{Jane G. Sanders)

(Mrs, Edward Sanders
T3 Harvard Ave.
Claremcnt, Callf.)

o
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LESRING J ROBENWALD

SJENKINTOWN, FA,

July 3, 1947

F
|
|

My dear Mra. Roosevelt:

T sm snclosing a copy of Mrs. Sandera'’ reply
te my reagent lettar to her, together with a copy of the
latter T hawve just written, T will 1=t you have a further
raport after T have had a talk with Mrs. S=nders.

With varv kindeat regarda, I am

Sincersly yours,

il

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
29 Washington Square,
New York, W. T.

Ene.
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Leavining, Mono County,
Calif,,
June 27, 1947.

Mr. Leassing J. Rosenwald,
Jenkintown, Pa.

Dear Mr. Rosemwmld:

I apologise for inflieting this paper on you; wea are on wvasatiom in
the Sierras and it im the only typewriter material awailable. Thanks for
your prompt reply to Mra. Roosswvelt's communigation of our intersat in
refugess. As you are doubtless avare, the Leagus of Women Votars of the
United States 1s interested in the passage of the Stratton Bill; and after
our Calif. Convention of ths League meveral weeks ago, where the lssues
behind this bill wvers discussed, scme of us bagan wondering what plans
the Preparatory Commission for the I.R.0. had developsd for the assimilation
of the refugess to be admitted by it.

It oecurred to us that if towns, as such, throughout this eountry eould
be persuaded to"adopt” cne or mors of these refuges famlliss, tha job of
aasimilation could be done ssonomically, and with wider publiec intersst,
than if left %o separate organizatlons such as the Catholie Church, the
Rotary Club, Jewish organizations, the Red Cross, or what-have-you. The
town could underwrite transportation within this eountry, sseure housing,
make the first job contasts, ald in the integration of the children in the
local mchool system, and in gensral assist such a family to become a productive
and sooially adiusted unit in its loeality.

" We set about inguiring ms to how communitiss, ms such, could do this,
Our own small town has a "Coordinating Council®, with repressntatives from
most of the oivie organiszations in it, whoss duty it is to instigats astlon
on just such community endsavors and to turn over aspsets of the job to the
mombar organisations, Such ecounsils are common in this area, there being
70 or more in Los Angales County alone. Although many communities do not
have such councils, we beliewe that they could still be stimulated to sush
a project in othar ways. There ars over 9,000 members in the Amarican
Municipal Leagus, not to mentlon the Internatlional City Managers' Asssolation
and the Unitad States Confersnce of Mayors. All thess organizations have
pariodieals through whieh eity couneils, eoity managers and mayors eould be
advised of such a movement if it once started rolling. Although they might
not legally carry out such a profeet themsalves, thay could appoint eitisens
or groupas to do so.

Aftear talking to a mmber of oivie leaders in our town, who would be
responsible for such an undertaking, we were surprised at the unanimous
interest and snthusiasm which they registared, and were led to baliswe that
it would be a relatively simple mattsr to "sell" our town and nedghboring
commmities on the idea. We alse tried to consider carefully the diffieulties




to ba mat (which would be present no matter by what process these displaced
parsons are settlsd), e.g. langusge hurdles, religion, smotional disturbances.
But we presumed that the I.R.0. would provide a central personnel office

which eould help to sducate those who would deal with the problems, and

which gould also do the sifting process to place refugess in a suitable
sgonomie and oultural sstting., There is a small town near us whers a mmbar
of Polish familiss are living successfully, and whars language and cultural
barriers would be lowered for an immigrant Polish family. If a eentral person-
nal offias had this and simllar information from many towns "applying" for a
family to adopt, it should facilitate the assimilation process.

Our own League of Women Votars' "Memo on Displaged Persons®™ has given
us good answers to the gommonsst arguments of business and labor amgainst
admitting these people. And this process of adoption by towns furnishes more
ammunition: business men would have more falth in sxpenditures suparvised
1ooally to make a family productive than in large sums spent to maintain
them as paupsrs abroad. Labor would have difficulty pointing to any per-
eaptibls disruption of the labor market with such a wide dispersal of
familiss vhose working membars would presumsbly f111 loos] neada.

You indicata thet there are a nmber of organizations already dedicatad
to this work, end I wonder if there might mot be mutual stimulation; if a
town takes it up, some organization might be moved to go furthar, and vice
versa. A California town, Sants Barbara, has "adopted" a French village,
and has found that town pride has boomed the projest. Should our own
community take in a family, thers are four collsges in Claremont whoss of-
figials would ba intarestad in doing likewiss to £111 staff neada (maintenance
and caretakers, ete.) and vhose student bodies would prefer to contribute
to a more parsonaliszed kind of welfare work than much of the haphasard clothes
drives, ste, in which they hawye participated in the last few years. Probably
you have plana for a central psrscnnel office which would provide regulationa
to indioats to what extent paternalism should extend, what is the responsi-
bility 4f a family wishes to mowe to another commmity, or simply could not
adfust, ete,

Lt the suggestion of our state International Aelations Chairman of the
Langus T have written to Misa Anna Lord Strauss, our National President, to
get her commants on whethsr the Lesagus might aid in the publis sdusation
progesas and tha promotion of the idea in towns among thoss who would be
qualifisd to garry on such a projest. Of course, in the meantime we write
our Congrassmen in support of the Stratton Bill., Thenk you for your patisnce
in reading this axtendsd lettsr. Any information you can send us on the
plans of tha I.R.0., and any comments of yours on the ussafulnasas or weaknesses
of this program will ba valuad,

Sineceraly,
{Jana G. Sandars)
{Mra. Edvard Sandars

739 Harvard Awve,
Claremont, Calif.)
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