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April 7, 1947 J}

Mra. Franklin Delano Roosewelt,
United Nations Refuges Committes,

e X@ ﬁ& Q)J

Dear Mrs. Roosewvelt:

My only introduction is that I wvas one of the several liesutenant-
colonels who escorted you whem you visited the 18th General Heospital
in the P1]4 Islands where I was the Chief Surgeon during the early
part of the war. Your visit was better than s transfusion for the

pu*nt:.

The purpose of this lstter is to polint out some facts about European
rafugess unpublicized in this country. My authority for the follow-
ing statements 1s that at the conclusion of the Eurcpean War I served
one and a half years as surgeon for the Allied Control Commission in
Hungary and Rumania, and Medieal Adviser to UNRRA-Hungary, which took
me to Triests, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Poland, Austria and Cermany om
wvaricus brief missiona, and have just returnmed te this eountry, having
bean releassd from the Army in January of this year. Traveling com-
plately alone in a jeep it threw me into closer contact with all
clasnses of people than is the privilege of most visitors, henmce the
following remarks of which you may alrsady be aware. If so, dis-
regard the letter ms I only want these facts given fair comsiderationm.
Incidentally, I am not an anti-Semits nor antl amything alse, but
buhﬁ:;: in everyons having an squal chance regardless of race, creed
or r.

To return to the point, I hopes in future discussion of refugee pro-
blems it will be taken into consideration that Jews are only a small
minority of the ra s from political parsscution in Eastern Europs,
The great majority evish people of the middle and upper classes
who have refused tc become Communist or orient themselves exclusively
to the East., In mo country that I visited was there governmental
persecution of the Jews. In Southern Poland and Eastern Hungary there
is a rising tide of anti-Semitism which has been dus to the fact that
(in Hungary) 858 of the political police are Jewish and their arrest
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Mra. Franklin Delanoc Roocsewvelt

without justifiecation of local citisens, most of whom are gentils,

bas caused and 1a causing resentment against them, This is recog-

nized and deplored by the Jewish leaders in thess countries. Also

a8 & result of the pouring in of money to them by the Jewlsh Joinmt

Helisf (during the inflation five imerican dollars was a fortuns

in Hungary) and their are many foreign comnections they have become
the prosperous peopls and are the only ones who can afford to wisit
the ahops and restaurants. These distinotions have been ressnted.

The Jews have been and are exploiting their favored positiom at
presant, making as much money as possible and then escaping to
the West, usually the Americen sons of Austria or Germanywhence

thay go to Palsstine (#1,000) or Mexico ($4,000) or register by
falss document in refuges camps ($100 to $200) in both of the latter
instances with the ultimate aim of arriving in the U, 5. Three of
my former employess in Bucharest and two in Budapsst have taken
that route. At least two of thoss five are fine people and deserve
n chance to live in freedom, and since the underground takes out

the deserving ms well as the undeserving, though in unfortunate
proportions, I should hate to see it destroyed.

My point is that I hops in future deliberations equal (neithar mare
nor leas) consideration will ba given non~Jews in relatiom to their
repatriation, emigration, and cbtaining freedom from political
persssution, particularly ms regards nationals of Bulgaria, Rumania,
Hungary, Poland and Tugoslavia, and in addition that recognition
will be glven to the fact that the finest characters smong them are
too self-respesoting to live on the charity of refugee camps,
are paddling their own cencss with great difficulty by their
antarprise in Germany, Austria and France, They deserve as much if
not more consideration than many of

by virtue of false documents hoping for special consideration and
advantages.

£

It is a pathetiec sight to see so many fine peoples homeless,
and unhappy, and I am convinced that the solution
ie a fundamental cms to prevent this war

I apologize for writing at this length, but I fesl so
no one should be shown diserimination, either Jew or Gentils,

Very truly yours,

Vastinaf ,?“-'ﬂ-m?c.r

Richard T, Shackelford . !
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1615 Warr Cowraar Avonn
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
—— June 30, 1947

Mre, Franklin D, Roosavelt
Hyde Park, New York

Dear Mre. Rooesevalt:

A Reecent trip into the mountaine
af New Mexieo took me to the little tomm
of Mountainair, There I met an unusual
character who followe a moet unusual hobby.

You will, no doubt, remember "Pop"™
Shafrer who oame to Washington in 1941
with his exhibit of odd-shaped animale
made from roate, or limbs of trees,

I was touched deeply by thie 214
man who 1=z 111 and dizeduraged. He rems
inisped =adly of other days., Hie warm
and affeetionate reference ts your int-
erest in hies eolleation waes most touching
of all, FHe showed me, with & gregd deal
of pride, a letter from your husband
whioh he had mounted on a speelial freame,

ne #til]l har the two litele flage
whizh you gave him to adorn on® of his
lampe whieh wes on exhiblt in mashincton,

“4pop" wowete that he has maver
e2la one »f hie oreatures and has only
glven away tWe; one to you, and one %o
your husband, Ha wondered if the ash tray
may be in the 2olleoction 2t Hyde Park.

CABINS



M ROOMS 50 CABINS

IN LODGE

Casa Crande Lobge—

1625 West CenTRAL AVENUE
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Mr. Shaffer =till dreome of a vizit
from vou some day, I know you would find
both the man and hisz work most interesting.

At thie time, if you could send some
emall messaze indiecating that you remembered
nim, it would 1ift hie morale greatly.

Juet addrege your letter:

Mr, Clem Shaffer, Mountainair,
lNew wexieoo,

Very sgincerely,

Sk 1

Charles C. J
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DR. ALEXANDER SHAFRAN DY TROOTR M

Chief Rabbl of Romania ' W™ nIvEY Ynan o

HOTEL BRETTON HALL
BROADWAY 85th TO B6th STREETS
NEW YORK 24, N. Y,

Tel. ENdicott 2-8000
February 13, 1947

Mra. Elsanor Roosavelt
29 Washington Square West
¥ew York, N, Y.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I herewith respeoctfully submit to you the Engliash rendition
of the 3ermon I held on the day of the funeral of the late
President of the ted States of America, h'lnklin lhhnn
Roosevelt, at the Great Temple of Bucharest, ia

the presence of the representatives of the l.lﬂ-iun iiniﬁn

in Buchareast.
Respectfully yours,
DOvl/é/ /M 2@5\_(
Dr. Alexander S
Chief Rabbi of Rumania
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"Koshe Haiom 1'Isrssl Keiom Be Hashemesh Batschoreiimi®

"Nournful is this day for Israsl, it is as if the Sun
had darkened at full moomi"

With this ory of pain Rabbi Itzhac ben Elsazar began
his lamentation for Rabbil Ychanan.

This ory of pain burats unif from our hearts today in
tumalt. We direct it over mountains and valleys, we send
it over seas and oceans, to mcoompany the entry into Eternity
of the deceased PFresident of the United States of Amerioca.

Yes, mournful, very mournful is this day for Israsl, but
it 1s not, my pious listeners, as if the sum had darkensd at
full noon, for the comforting dawn of better days has hardly
begun to appear for us, the sons of the oppressed Peopls.
Year after year we have suffered, plunged into the orushing
darkness of a profound night. This darkness has only besn
plerced by columns of fire and bloed, that have consumed, with
bitter cruslty a good part of cur People. The sun has hardly
begun to riss for us and has not yet had time to dry the streams
of blood and tears, has not yet been capable to heal the wounds,
oould not yst revive the broken hearts = the sun has only begun
to appear, and, lo, it has darkened...



"Yotomim Haiinu V'ein Avi®" “We are orphans, for we
have lost s fatheri" lamented the Prophet Jeremish. In-
deed, when moans arose from the heart of Israel, they sur-
rounded, like waves, the paternsl soul of Franklin Delane
Hoosevelt. When the torments of the old people did net
sufficiently satisfy the insatiable oruslty of those who
unjustly have the shape of Man, and when the voice of
Humanity seemed to be lost in the whirlwind of steel and
flames, & chalenge let itself be heard, an echo from far,
which revived the feeble belief in the existence of Humanity
- the chalenge that came from the mouth of Franklin Delanoc
Roossveltl He represented the Conmsclence of Mankind.

And when else must this Conscience be more powerfully
expressed if not when Mankind changes its duties of gratitude
into hard and mercilesa blows against those who, by their
teachings, are the heralds of understanding among men, and
who, by their existence, are the symbol of unity among
nations; against those who have revealed God and have written
the Bible with the power of their genius and the flame of
their martyrdom?l

Of course, it is understood: the urge to set omeself
free from this Constitution of Humanity, to tread on the
elementary moral laws, motivates the need to destroy the
bold promoter and the living witness of the Fundamental
Pact that is the basis of human culture.

It is inconmtestable thl;t every time that the world wants
to return to paganism, the enemy's bullets sift through the
body of Isrsel - their target. And it is indubitable that,




every time that the Consgience of Humanity startles, it
proves this awskening in trying te draw the p‘_c_-p:l.! away
from their hatred for Israsel.

A Conscience died with the death of Frankiia Delano
Roosevelt. A Conscience, fed with the words that are
indestructibly impressed on the Charter of Mount Sinai,
nourished continually with the life-giving sap of the
Bible, cultivated with the Philosophy that begins with
the Deistic idealism of the first American philosopher
Barkelsy, and that completes itself with the synthesis
between Metaphysics and Positivism established by the
American philosopher James through his Pragmatism which
is optimistic, civilising and humanitarian.

The work of Franklin Delanc Roosevelt 1s of such
greatness because it sets its foundations on the Bible.

In 1932 he reached his elevation on which he stood firmly
t11l the moment he passed into the Kingdom thet knows no
boundaries. He was so mighty, direoting so great s country,
yet there was so much faith in his good heart, so mich warmth
in his kindness, so much firmmess in his justice. The Bible
had taught him to become a symbel of Humenity, of Simplicity,
and not one of Dominatienm.

It was this simplicity that let the divine be seen in
him. Did not the great American thinker Emerson teach him
that Divinity envelopes the Cosmos just as it governs the
human soul, and, especially, the soul of the ereative mantl
Pivinity has lived in Prankliam Delanc Roosevelt. What more,

Franoklin Delanc Roosevelt has had a divine mission on earth



to enliven the sparkle of Divinity im Nations and Man-
¥ind. Indeed, Pranklin Delanc Rocsevelt was & "Tsalik",
s righteous man, He has shared the fate of a "Psadik".
Many of us are tormented by the question: WhAy was he,
just he, besieged by the Angel of Death at the time when
his troops - animated by his ideals - are besieging the
Metropolis of Hatred? Whyt Yes, we have the right to
ask this question. But, here, pious listeners, iz the
example of the first fighter for ILiberty, the example
of Moses, who heard the incomprehensible Divine volce:
"ki mineghed tire at haarets veshama lo tavo" - "Thou
shalt see the Land before Thee, but Thou shalt not enter
1%1" When the great hour approached and the spectacls of
the Promised Land revealsd itself before his eyes, Noses
hed to die. Thus, he is a rightecus man., He shares the
fate of the martyrs for Liberty. Yesl It is the enigma
of the inexplicable destiny, the enigma that has lighted
the marvellous images depicted in "The Destinies" by the
great French poest Alfred de ﬂ.m.‘

How meny signs of a "Tsadik" manifest themselves in
" this great citisen of Mt}r, Franklin Delsno Roosevelsti
pefore him there is the dawn of vietory, of peace that he
had forged, that he had prepared - but he dies!

In his speech that he prepared before his death, and

which seems to crown his selection of speeches, he measures

up with his cutleock to the Nessianic era that he knew from

the
in the era of his dreams and of his efforta.

Bible. He doss not, however, enter the Iand of Promise



NMoses dled and Israsl entered the Land of Promise;
Roosevelt died and Israel will recover the lLand of Israel.
More than onoe has the President bent his heed piocusly before
the sacrifices of our People, which surpass, not only by their
greatness but 8lso by their preportiom, the sacrifises of any
other nation on earth, Mere than once has the President
scknowledged that great 1s the mission which Isarael would
accomplish from the Holy Land, from the Land of the Prophets,
where the ideas of Liberty and of Social Justice resounded
for the first time.

The Fresident has respected Humanity, has appreciated
the rights and sspirations of 111. Peoples, for he wvenerated
the Bible, whiech connects the coming of the Messiasnic ers
with the returnimg of the dispersed children of Isrsel to the
Iand of Isrmel. It was oaly a few weeks ago that the President
reminded the world the importance of the duty it has regarding
Isresl, promising my illustrieus American colleague, Rabbi Dr.
Stephen S. Wise, that he would assist in the building of the
Holy Land, in the bullding of the Land of Isrsel,

The mew President of the United States of Amerieca,

Mr. Truman, assumes the heritage of the great President
Roosevelt. With hprnuﬂ HI-I]I'I-‘E for the memory of his
predecessor, with moving plety for the ideals of his prede-
cessor, the new PFresident takes over the responsibility by
asking those who surrcund hims "When you pray, peay for me,
too." And we, though separated by the immensity of the ocean,
but identified with the American people in the sorrow that
overvhelms them, imclude im our prayers to God the mew President




of the United States of America.

The Rumsanian Jewry expresses through me its grief and
its respect for the immortsl President, Franklin Delanc Roosevelt.
The Jews of Rumania, faithful eitisens of their ocountry, bend
their heads with devotion before the memory of the Defender
of Humanity, who was fighting for the cause of Liberty, anmd
the Protector of the Jewish People, who suffered the most
for this cause of Liberty.

Israel, in all parts of the world, is trusting that the
voice of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the voice of Conscience,
will guide his followers on the same path of his ideals. And,
to quote the American poet Piatt, "The scents of love and of
satisfaction will thus surround the grave® of the great

President.
FPranklin Delano Roosevelt will not hear the sound of

the trumpet of Peace; but it is to him that the "Halleluia",
bursting out from the hearts of Humanity, will be econsecrated.
The Heavens will rejolce with the glory he will receive in
hommage. "Praised will he be in the Firmament, for he will be
praised by the song of the “"Shofar", for we hope that the old
chanter of the "Shofar" will, at last, intone the Hymm of
Salvation.

Our prayers embrace with piety the Infinite into which
Franklin Delano Roosevelt enters at this hour.

You are walking, Pranklin Delano Roosevelt, on the path
that leads to Immortality. A symphony of mourning, which
surrounds the world, and of gratitude, which moves its heart,
is accompanying you on your last path.



For You, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, will be like the
poet of Your Country, Stoddard, had sung about You a cemtury
agos "You will be like 2 star announcing victory; You will
shine forever through the spirit of Man; You see how, at
this hour, the chains are bresaking, how ready men are to leap
gaily over mountains, over valleys, in a world as young as
Yours; a world of ILiberty, of Freedom, that announces itself;
and You, immortal star, You are announcing iti"

With this song, which seems to have been composed for
You, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, we include our blessing;

& blessing that will be passed on from generation to gene -
ration; a blessing forever - the blessing of the People
that lives eternally.
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