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Hranklin Belans Roosevelt

1882 — 1945
By Nellie C. Stabbert

He was to the manor born, and yet
Within him burned & keen desire
To set the world aright for common man
And raise the lowest from degrading mire.

In youth he saw injustice in the fact

That through his wealth he could demand so much
While his companions from the poorer homes

Could never know the domfort or the joy of such,

Yet, did he learn, at that young hour,
The hopelessncas of free-lance giving,
Sustenance without effort was not sound
A man must work to earn his living.

Thus did he grow to manhood, stalwart, strong,
And donned the Nary Blue, keen to serve

A natlon. Purpose for the common man still In his heart
Nor from that dedieation did he swerve:

Still in young manhood sickness cut him down,
Destroyed his strength and left him prone.

But in him beat & heart with will to do !
And so, began one of the greatest battles ever known.

Hours, days, weeks, months and years,

Moved on apses. And still went on the fight
Until st last, strapped in a torturing brace

The brave young man, once more, could stand upright!

His home state called on him to serve.
They saw great promise in this man

Who would not bow to sickness bat fought on.
And thus the road to Washington began.

Within the capital turmoil knew its day.

He saw the need. He answered the appeal.
He turned the Ship of State sbout

And kept his steady hand wpon the wheel.

New laws flowed {from his sturdy pen

“0ld age,” he said, “from care must know rellef.”
Seourity for the common working man

Became In him s flrm belief.

.Thu werful beeame his enemies
E:énm he would not bow their ways to please

But, Oh, the anes who loved this man of men
By far out-numbered all of these,

He saw the war clouds gathering from afar,
Ha tried .to tell the statesmen to prepare.
They scoffed st soggestions such as thess
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