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Mrs. Eleanor RooseYelt, 
HYde Park, Jew York 

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

AlYin D. sweene7, 
Mount Boll7, Jew Jerse7 
April 20o 194 7 

I am taking the li~erty of sending you a 

bit o:t verse , the inspiration :tor it came to me 

~hile viewing pictures of the Aaerioan o-etaries 

ot World War 11. I am not a pacifist, having ~een 

a mem~er o:t the lational and State 8uard :tor a~out 

seventeen years. Wevertheless, in view of events 

since Jovem~er 11, 1918, inolud~ the unt1me17 

passing of your beloved husband , which left us 

floundering again. in another sea o:t political 

hates and chicanery, I can not ~ut wonder, and 

doubt, the possibility c:t the wor ld ever liTing 

"i thin the concepts o:t the brotherhood of 111an. I , 

lieing the father o:t two ~oys of •1li tar,J> age. -
' 
hoping---and Pr&J'inS---that God, will irovide us 

with a leader, one who wil l carry on the tight 

started ~7 your hua~and. untortunatel;J, to date, I 

have heard o:t no one competent :tor suoh a task. 

With kind personal regards, I u , 

• 



• • 
• 
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last night 1 had a vivid dream! 
An Ansel did appear---

She placed a trumpet to h~r lips 
And blew it strong and clear. 

It was a call to battle , 
To those who died in vainJ 

"Arise, ye Dead, and take up azms, 
To free the world aga1nJ 

And as the trumpet sounded 
And echoed through the ni$Bt , 

They came from their Valhalla 
To carry on the fightl 

The men who died for Preedom 
Were on the • arch again; 

They had a score to settle, 
It would lie the last campaign! 

Again the trumpet sounded 
As I -tohed this "eird sightJ 

A crusade of Immortals- --
Armed wi tb righteous might I 

They stormed across the universe; 
Their wrath a searing flame-- ­

That purged the earth of t~, 
And cleansed it of ita• sh&mel 

By A. ~~~ ~ 4-28-47 Mt.~n;:J. 
ex- Ce,pt. Int .'IJSO. 
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THit WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

October 1, 1947 

Dear llalvina 1 

I caused inquiry to be ade through 
our peraormel office regard.ing tbe oaae ot 
IIU.s Etb.yl L. Sftet, who wrote to llfra. Roosevelt 
under date of Septeoober eighth, 

I enclose copy of MSOrandua frao our 
Personnel Officer, Whlle it probably will not 
satisfY ~a Sweet, it seems to be tbe ba" t tb&t 
can be done in ber beb&lf. 1~, abe Ul able 
to kl!lep her job and to eontillue to reside in 
Washington. Sbe seemed to beve strenuous 
objection to pulling up stakes and transferring 
to Chicago. 

I am also returning llus Sweet •a letter 
to Mrs, Roosevelt, 

Miss llalvina Thompson , 
Val-KUl Cottage, 
Blde Park, New York , 

Encloaure , 

Ever atfaetiooatel;r, 



SepWaber so' 1Q<I7 

lle&r Billr 

On receipt of Ya.JZ' Maoraoc:la ot the 26th reprd-
1ng V:l.o o 3tbyl L.Sweot , I _,_,to)J' callod the llo~&rt.Mot 
of the .l.nq and arrang~~~~«~ta J:w.•e been Mde t.o keep KJ..e 
s .. ot in •oh 1nston at her pruont endo"i C&F-6. Thill rill 
not ec:..plste)J' aatiofy her, bot it ,_, the beat that ean be 
done . 

l.a to her eld• that etw tranaterred within tb. 
War Oepe.rraent trc. one job to another with r..-.plOJMDt. 
rights in the old 3ob, I &a Worwtd that nch wu not. tl» 
caee , and I bard.l:T ••• bow it coa,ld be within a Dep&.rt...at 
u that ..ould allooot c .. plsto)J' t,_, tbo boodtt ot the _u ..... 
in abitting l'xl.a peraonnel. Soae on.t •7 han 1Dadftrt.entl.T 
t.old. her abe would en. ber old job baok, 

Tho war llopart.ont hao beln v.ndoraoinc Ntbor ,...,.. 
down-grading due to thHe taotore - ndu,otion 1D force, 
roorp.nioatLon, and tho ~ pLac tobicb h&o attoctod -r)J' 
...... ryone. 

Last hnuarr, 10 I ... told, the !Unction to wb1ob Mill 
Sweet na assigned ft8 •OY"ed trca tt. e1\)", but arrans...-ntl .. ftl 
made to keep her 1n W&abinct.Oil• low api.D tbe fact.i.Oil in Cioll 
she 1a .orldns 1a .oTed h'ca tbe oit7 aa1 arranc_,t. b&Y1I buD 
ado to koop bor 1n Walhinstoa. 

I tbl.nlc till t .,.orytbing hu beon dono at th,_, .-nt 
tbat C&l\ propor)J' be clona . , 

DOIIllD S. DlEOII 



I ~au· uu• .... -•u-t..a. .,., _ _. .. ..._.. .... _ 
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t»>IIF (/# .......... u . ...... 
. WAR DEPARTMINT ~ to 

·~o. t. 

_,. r~~o~•----

I . /J J.--1 / A ~. ~-~128 II Streot, 11.11. , \: ~,.. ':{; {,0 JJ(.>.J- ~ S.ptoaber IU7 

l!y d.oa.r l.!Ts. Roo.enlt • 

ID ..,._1t1ng this letter to yov., I \mow that 1 am b.t.n& nry 
prestnptuout, but I nl8ed auhtance 10 nry blldly 1a. t he •tt.r out­
lined that I h.ne taken the liberty to ooaamiot.te w-ith you. I &a 
~o•t humble. h~t~r. 

Brhny. I,..,, born ._nd re&red in Ful ton, N.Y. and. attend•d.. tho 
school where !laney Cook and llarion J)tok:tNan taught -.ny )"t't.rl ar;o. 
We h.aYo--m&ey, m.aey al.l:'tu.l trlendt but I doubt it Kill Cook and. Mi .. 
I)iokeman would rom.aber .me a l t.hou&Jt I re~ll them ft·ry "nll. W$ bad 
one r:rutual .triond. - Will Brt.nohe (nOll' decoasocl) tho rw.e ot whoa -.ould. 
bri.ng baok happy .-aries. Botore c.oming to Wuhington in 1918, I _... 
01 t y court ste.noSJ'pher UDder Bon. Viotor C. t..wie , then --.yor, a.nd. 
""'' auooiate.d w·ith Kr. IAA&doc C. Fottor , whom I toel sun Tid ted 
you and Hr. Roose·'f'dt •t the Whit. Hou••· Aa .. u &Oq\l&inted with. 
Ur. Willi-.m, Hartnett, who wa a appointed our pot'bnaeter by your be1o.,.d 
hu1bt.nd. llother (who bt nottly palled &warl and 1 were onl y two or 
the adlUont •h.o worehlpped you.r boloqd huabrlncl. 

I 
l(r probloe h acmnbl.t dap1e but it ... ., I oaMot t1nd t.D¥OD• 

euttio1tnt ly 1ntertlte4 to clarity tot. I-.e Q)pointed to W.thlD«ton 
S.tht •r pep~nt in Jlnuary, 1918 ,,a.ad ....... had olo11 !£0 28 ,.ua 
aer'l'io.-, ~ .a:;o:t; of It WIUI OPtloe Chiet ot bclMera. I & ncrw 
53 y.:t&TI ot age and. ha?e only a r., sore yaar• betore bei.ftl •UctblA tor 
re t iremctt. By reaaon ot rt:Y aervioo and experitn~ prior to World War II, 
I had &oquired a pot1tiOD ot Ada1niatrat1ve Atl latanet, CAF-7 {wbidb 11 
o.oneidered hadnr: done nry •11). 1J:nt41a tely alter h&rl Harbor dieaater, 
t he work whlc:Jh I ••• do inc th.n waa deolU'ed non-detenN. I wu requeated 
to ta.ke another politi<e, 1D the au. apnoy. where ay particular 1ld.ll and 
experieno.e could be utiliaed - wit the definite UDderet.adinc that t lhould 
be entitled to re .. ~1~t ri t 1 to t13 old poll 1• alter the ._rpnoy 
o• •••4• I n• P romoted to lupp).f Malye:t, CAP-t poriti<m, ha'finc to 4o 
with ••lu..tinf:i the IIUPP17 all4 4e8Dd ot ID&1DHr wppll• • tar o'ftl' .... l u•• 

.I 



2 - 9/8/47 

In Soptecbor, 1946 , t he work sroa.tly decroaaed and tor•••tnG reor£&ni&&tioo, 
I requested por~1aicn to rot~ t o ~ old poeiti cn. Thia ._, denied by 
tho For aonnol ottloo, under cor~ain rogulat iona, and a ?Dtor&n ~• l a ter 
pl•ood in my o l d poaiti on. In t he. roor&Miut.l~n which tcok pl e.eo l ater on, 
l m.s down- crndod t o & CA:f'- 6 nod tion which hu aet co back juct a.ttout ten 

Y oo.:r a . ( FOr :rour inl'onr.at.ion oortein et\larloe co with oorte. in p;.dee, CA.l"-8 
being l owor t han CJJ'•7, e t c .) t haw l oat practlef.lly all that which I 
acquired prior to World War II . To add to tho hardship of l osing practical ly 
t60 per month, I o.:. a.oaip!Od to a r;r oup which are •ohtduled to novo t.o Chieato 
a t tho on<l of this nooth. that h a. U t t lo more th-.n I a&."\ take. 

Att.or !0 yoar. in Wa1hin&ton, i t 1a very difficult for nrt to brea.k up t:IY 
homo tu:ld move there . I t h coototldod that lin~ I ha.d • pe~ent appoi.ntatnt 
in WashinGton and lef't tht.t poaition on requelt - t o &ltilt in t ho nr ettort -
1 should be $ntitled to another po1ition at ieast comparable to that hel d berore 
t rtfllfo r &nd sni&ned to & p(ltition in the Wuhington Off'ico Chiof o!' EnGineer • • 

Could you, possibly, in t he goodnaaa of your he•rt, contact someone 1n 
lfashin&ton ,.,.o could auiet me. 1 •c only requesting that to which I a:n • 
~ntitlo4 . I ~ not 1naittin£ that l return t o QY old petition pLrti~larly. 
I e not objecting to being downt;radod from. CAP-9 sinc.e that •• n.r til:ID 
~ proeotion lllld it as un<lort-tood t hat it waa only te~~:pon.ry but I do not 
f'ee l that I ahould be downc;raded to CJ.f- 6 , be penalised below that s;ro.de which 
I had prio r to the war and in lkdclition, be aent out or the city . 1 u not 
t oo well e.nd r eel t hat 1 could not endure asai~t in Chieaco for a ny len&th 
o f tir.o • 

Perb&pa you know General R.A . Wheeler , Chiet or ln&ineera, autrioientl y 
" ell to l'l'rit.e him. 1 am co ¢-Ontident that you_r aip ture on a letter woul d. 
helf' oo. A letter would hAve to bG to eomoono or tu!'fiolently hit.h .ohelon 
t o f"O~eat Gftneral Wheel er to place me 1n t. CAF- 7 podt.ion And por ttit oo to 
at&y in t ho lkthlneton ofrioe. lira. Perkins - Hr. Ro .. , Secretary to Proaidont 
r naan, J.[r . F~r rost.al.. new Chief or !ia.t1onal Detenae, under unH1cat1on of Arr:ly 
IUl.d N•:vy, Go::"~ or al Shonhower , General a::.ar Bradley - m:t o no would lend 
eonaidor~blo ~1&ht • 

0 
Uay I huribly ask, if you toel that you oan help oe . thet you do not •end 

thU l•tt.er throu~;h c.l'-.tt.nnd a . I o.m vory well lalo'llm in ttar l>ep• r tmoli't-.:M 
would not llko t o have th1a request circula.ted. 

Sinoo t he move t o Chicago 
may 1 ~:;k your prompt Attention 
Me) th~ t it nay be effect! .. . 

i a achodulod to tftko pl~oe about Septo~r 2~, 

t o ey reque et (if you feel th11t you oan he~ 
I • hal.) be eTer tn.tet"Ul &nd indeed nry hUJ!Ible. 
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Dear llr .... etlandt 

O~bello lelan4 . 
lfn Jbounewlok, Canada 
.Jul7 21' 114'1 

l enJoyed 70ur artlole T8r.f muOb and ~ 
prec1ate your wr1t1ng_1t. 

Laet month I was sent . a queet10ft br tbe 
La41ee ROlle J~urnalt. tor ..,- quae\lone 
and answer page on ~• quotation about 
•• ln the f firlt rarle7 artlole. l 
4eo1ded that aa rn7. anawer w111 not oo.e 
out tor tb.re.e months, I would an1111'81" 
1ti lio that 1e another answer 1iblob 
w1 1 be oomlng along. 

A po4 Cleal ot the material tbatl bae ' 
appeare4·1n these artlolea will aleo 
'be oovere4 ln 117 book and. 1IIJ' reooUe~ 
tlOnl 4o not alW&J'B &p'e8 with lire 
~uleJ'• an4. I thSnk I oan ~po~ 

· ' idJ atateMn~s 1n-~ oases bJ the 
reoolleoUona ot o'Oher :people ae wll. 

• 
VorJ a1noctrelJ yoUN, 

\ . . 

.. 

; 
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I 
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l 
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editor and othen, had o:rpn· 

"Draft, Roolevelt. Committee'. , 
\be dl.llrman.shtp or DavkS C.l 

8~:~\ Jtnee Flrky ..-u or Early tn 10f0 thia little oom-*l 
'b~ and tmmodeiU)'• ,~:~~~~=.,':Ptt'PI:rod pcUUoru~ to plaee 
ll.r'ICII hit O'fffl unlmPl!*ChJble IJl Roe»tvelt'l rwnc t>n tbe 
thJOUibOut the •rtldet. h«e ln DemocnUc Prtm· 
lilaC! an ~,.. lnckkot • bkh lf~JW~tura wl!f'e qukk· 
'llriCIC!I rour «tltor that Far1t"y Antl·Roote\'elt Dmlocr.tt 
btl pott·I'Ml"tem mud4llnJina rrom E:x..Oovemor Cb.N. A. Manln. 
very to..cu.re: ~ John N. Game:r Of Teua. One 
O.IIOCndo <=-Tn.doa ~l Just btfot<e Lbt e10111ng Of 

Your editor wu a member of \he ~lod yo.ur editor ftef.lved 
J9to 4elePUon troaa • pOO. ctll rrom. w .. ttlnf1on, o. c. 
OailocnUe Nlt tonal P1'MJd.ent'a doH frtmd a.nd 
lAtl on. nftlns•t UM Lowen Mellett.. at~tc!d 
U. nltn wu that It wq t.h• Prnlcknt~ wlah lhlt 
ton wl tb o .. id h11 name not be nled In lh• Or~n 
arat to Ha:rr)' Prtmary, and U..t the Orlft·Roo..-
8 . All~ then Y111t OOtnm!tlft....., c:~ to Rnd 
Pelnon ln a wa7 to w i thdraw the petltlon1. 
Round ... .U .,. c1lteulled lhe Yow editor ""* ldYlHd that the 
comtnf nomlf\lt.Joa. we IIW the Prealdent dJd not wtah to b.ave au~ 
tatn!llar flJv,re- Of Jtm F"'rley port orpnlt«< ~bind him. mel tM1 
our ...,.)', He ~ the olhtT he wu I'IOl a candldatt. 



Of J.-.. rl~:y'• IU•l ,.npt:r.!d ! W... ftOOMYO'It .. l).rtfted'" 
lhrusr. at hi$ mentor. I One mor~ fact wiUdn \he PC'niONI 

5a)"tt Jl"atlf>~ knowledse of your cdf\or stve further 
" What 1 dld'rf't ll.ke wu the lu'• eVIdenc:.e of J<'vlty'a ttu~oeunta and 

poertly of It an: the eflon pUt fonb unrelt.ble rtoporu. 
to make It .appcou 'hat the Prt!lldent F11rtt)"W 'h)"p()t!rlq' c.hllrgc wu 
wAa betna d.rartt'd ... ·' that lhe 3rd tffm d~nd wu Roolle-

Tho urlY word ' hypoc:rity' b ~~ ,Yelt'• own noUon. Farley calla It .. t he 
hurled UahUy b)' lhe rpleuletl<' edo.rt • , , to make ll appear t he 
nrtey. Ji• wriU1 It knowlflll wtJI Pta'dinl wu btJtll' dnted10, 

n an ln-volunta~ d"fl t. p:aot• 
rhdq'e1 your editor cannot con~ 1r WhAr h wu. 
dJc t F arlt)"'a al~tlont bUecl ol Your editor D.nd olhel'1 ~d onran· 
SW~nonal convcrNUon whkh he IQ'i lz.ecl a 'J)raf~ R~velt CommlltH', 
occur«~. betwtf'n hi.Jn&.u aM FOR. u:ndu lbe cllalrm•n~hlp or J);avld c, 

But 11nc:+ hrley •JM!IIul of FDR•t Epp~. i;arly tn liHO lhla lltUe com• 
'hypocrltly' and lmmodoaUy und~ r:idu.ee prepaJ'ed peUUona to pa..t. 
Untt hll own •.mloopellC:hJble Ulttll'ltY ~lderu Roo.eve.l.t's name on 01• 

1 uu·ouaboot the a"lcln,. btu 1.1 re- ballot tn ~on'• Otmocndc Prim· 
Ia ted an obleun: lnd~nt which coo, ary. Sulfk:ltnt stcnalure. were qulek· 
vlnotll your edit« \hil l F't.rky dOM ly MCUred. A,n\J.'ftooetnlt Dtmocl'lll3 
his J)Oitri'IW)rtf'l'rl tnud•llltljlna from 1 Jt<l by Ex-Governor (:h.as. ~ Mt.rUn. 
very lnaecure pcdf!ltal. · , IIIC!d Joh.n N. Camt'l" or Tens. One 
Pemocndc Col'lt'e:nlloa ~' evmtnr Ju.ct before the cb lns ot 

Your edltw waa: ;~. mf'm.ber of U.. lht filln1 period your tdJtor" reeetved 
llKO d.eteaauon rrom Ortgon to U.. a phone e.n rrom w .. hlnston. D. C. 
lknlocrslJ~ N11.Uoml Ooft~tJon. Tbe Prt«<dtt'l\"t dollt! friend and 
lAte one evm.l.n.8 I t the S~ven. BOWl mou.tbpleoe, J...oweU Mellen, •tilled 
lhe wr-Iter waa enpgtd bl eonveraa~ Ul.lt It wu l.h• PretJdent'11 wtlh tMt 
ton with David K. Niles,' then asalti- hh name not be fil~ In lM Ore;on 
ant to Jt:.rr,y Hopldna. and Ro~ PtiinlJ')', and that tht Orafl>ROOf~ 

S. AJI•n, t hen \)flttl'ler with ~ vt_lt Committee was expec\ed C.O nnd 
Peareort In ' 'Wnhtngton·liltn'Y-(;6. 1 way to w lt.hd.raw tho peUlJon .. 
Roun~"· As we dllallled lbe rorth. Your t'dltor wu adYIJed Uult the 
comtns: nomination, wt qw W h • • Pree!dent did not • iah to h"ve 1\IP. 
fam iliar ~gur~ or J tm n.rl~ tomtn.il port organl:ud bthlnd him, and lhiH 
our way. He gt'cet4!CI the other two he wu DOt a candidate. 
by namt". and t.he)' pr.entecJ tJio ~••'• 1\eq• e.t Altk<:tcd 
alt.cma.te-d~legal~ rrom Ortgon. , Tb~ ~ Commltttoe wcl,gh~ 

1 ll•rier Jhlnl,.. "'"-""'"_. ea.rne!lll)' the Pruldecll'a exp.,. d•r 
Now .. ln Mr. F:lrley'e artklf'S }WI l lrl>, bu~ It IJM't w~lghed ag:dnst lh• 

I makes out' that he wasn' t rt!Otll)' a d'-" Pret-ldent 'a prefertn~ the over. 
appointed oandldat~. but Wt !It wbelmlll# ~tlmcnt of ()regan•• 

1 nh'a:r w all tn the runnlf\1.. "'Some Dt!mocr>~t.., T he dtclJiM wt~.t that 
peOple", be quote. blmseu to tuve wlal'!e. or the ho&t or OresonJans who 
!Ilk! In 1940, "htlve the lal~~e idl!a that hold sfgne!l the petitions ~;auld not ~ 
t thin k I am run ning tor lbe PraJS. dltmprdf'Cl. and the fiUA.\t w .. eom. 
de-ncy. I am not runtll!'lg", . pleltd thu eVU~llU.I d~. 

Out that even ins In the Su~veM, 1 ~(dent RooMv~lt dtfeated GAr­
only a tew h!Nn be-tore the be.IJoc., I n('r 1-~J ln the Way Primary. and! 
ing. I witnessed qne of the moa. went on to l11rTY Orf.&on In Novem. 
brMthiS~l)'·runntn« mndl6at.ea tibeT tv~ wlth Ort30n'a much-lov~ 
ever saw for a.ny offiot. obeeur• or Stna.tor Charlet Mc:Nary on th~ 
exalted oppot1ng Uc:te'- • 

" Bob' How am 1 ronritp.g~'i ~ RooM•eJt Ptac. Jkall'e 
hla open.Lng ~mark~ ~~ AI~' • r ..,'rJ'be~otlment for Prealdent. ROOfe. 

''This mu.t be • F'a:rley .~ .. w it wU ,muiM~ deep and ln.tltte:nt.. 
the oate.eyed 6re:10ntan ~ l\' 11 fOUy ror a ~lt.ctul. diiiF\U)tlfd 
lllnoe FDR'• renomination, to ~:~mfmber ot UM pal~ gul.l'd tO· try' to1 one but F'a~JG')", wu a !or($(1ne coi)J d.~J.. the ht.tor1cal fttet Wt f'ronkllnl 
c:Juslon. But !rom tbt b>k O'!, t:bt 1n.~·tlt wu 'drt.f\td' In I tHO. At 
f~r N U- aod Allen It W21 ~pp&r· lec.ft 10 b'7 a• Orecon ll eonetmedj 
ent Farley wu not Jc.ldcl.l.nc. lh«t rfi!qrd la dt"ar lind lndllputabt..._, 
Parlf:T C.lau vot8 'l'hl'·hNN ot miUion• ot Ameli> I 

The ITUt poUUdan, reputect CAI\I ~ Frtnkltn D. Roollevtlt'l Hllll 
li,J know more pr~nc:ta b)- perotnt· o l Fame, No taUtn anrtl (an polton I 
aae of DtmOO'atJc: "ottt W:n any nor mere joumaU•Ue ,ere«~ t'Of'tam­
msn lll Amerl(la, 11.012 who kllew• t.o- ln.ate 01,1r fallh In lbe .rt'ftl man oi l 

I 
$1ons of Party worker~ b)' ,rtf.J¥1e. lood·wlll 11'1d lood -.mrb who wu 
dearly thou,:ht he wu "1n the rutin. fOU)' Umc. the. dedah•• rlr'lt~~ 
Jng": ... He totod up !or tht three lll:t- o/ t.ht Am«rlc.t~ ~le. ~ I 
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