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Introciuct.1on to II&Jldbook 
Council For De1>0cracy 

RAThOrD G!W.I snr:c 

The dAnger to demoorncy io r eal in tbe YiOrld of today; and the 

sentiments that pour troM almost nll Americans in loyolty to domoorncy 

arc r eal . But so:ocr:here in the oqUiltion, beueen dAnger and loyo.l 

•ent iJ:Icnts, is socet hin1 Yfhicb confusos t he issue. llhJlY of t he loyal 

sentiocnts, as t hey flood into exprPesion, are not quite eolld ClOd not 

<,uite pu l uasive . Thora al.•ye io a lilinority list.enill6 t.o t he praise 

of d...ocn cy nth suspicion Md skepticism. !.!any Alle rict na look ot 
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t !lei r country ond f ind it full of defects . To liMY tho door of opportunity 

i s clooed. To not o f ct tho civil equaliti~s er e denied. They a<o thet 

even some de!"ondcro of OcOlocrucy or o e ilcmt obout ~ho 1M~tqw ,oiea of phaoea 

of ~.mericen lifo . Thoy LC.:f : "0euocrrcy hnz foil!eci to brint, u t:ood l:l.fo t o 

" su bd antirJ. sec tion of aoci oty. It is time to try soDct hiiiG else." 

The .U:;undc.·owndi ne here i s a a to the ooturc of dUIOcrocy . Da:ocracy 

is not the SWI of t ocinl r clrtionahips that r.evc been creet.ed b¥ t he dLOOcr et.1c 

pr ocess. De:oocrecy ia not the end-produc t , but the aeana of prov161ng the 

end- product. The end- product 1n t he UnitEd States , • hic h so:>e ct.ll cieJOOcrac-.r, 

is i ndeed imperfect ~ incor.~pleto , thoutb :rucb 1n it ie auperb. But it is 

not democrocy i t self. It ia what th<> citizens in n domocrr.cy oove lll4de out 

or t hei r freedom. Ono con cc.ll tho ooc1a1 order in tho Unitod Stntec 

democratic, in thot it como into being through dccocr~tio proceacee, but it is 

not democracy. Thia social order mieht pass •~~y throuch do=ocrnt i c action, 

Just ae it cue into being thrOUib it, yet tl:e United States could atill be 

a d8l:l0crncy . l'ihat 1a good or whet 1e adequate in the United Stetae ie not 

deooocr8cy, ClOd deaocracy should not be Judged lr; thea . It h •hat Alleric• na 

heve dono rl tb their poli Ucal treedOGI, 
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In the world orlois, the f'reedoa it.DeH' ls in danger . If tbe 

freedo11. is loat, the oppor-tunity ie loct to improve the soc1n1 orde:r . 

If the l'roodom ie loat, thtt natlon or indivic!Ul).la will not be able 

to t.ry, e nd. to succvtd or !All accordina to thoir -.1.edom . J. social 

order •uill be impo&ecl upon the» which U'loy cannot chango . They will 

have to accept. what. they got. I t w1U eleo be imperfect., l!inco it. 

\,111 be m.cn--ewde . It w111 be t tJ.r mer • unjust, eince the po'lier to 

iopose it w111 be in tl10 Mnds of 6 few. 

&ut if de:mocr~cy 1 tho fr~odom t.o creat.e G. good &ocinl ordt~r, la 

to bave the defense of e.ll , tbe socinl order mut.Tt be l.mprov«i. Thttt 

is obviouD . Unc ce_nnot o~ct ind.ividu.ale who are doprivcd of the: 

privileeca bestowed upon others to defend freedo• which they know to 

have been poorly used. So the defentie or dcmocruc,Y is not only ogainat 

e. dunecr wh!.ch confronts it fro• without, tut also l'ro1111 its irtternal 

'fienkness . 

Many Americans hove recognized tb1& dual nnture of the democrntie 

crisis . But it leavos theiD deprcsoed eod helpless . As indlviduala 

they tee.l uno.bl e to meet the ...orld peril. Ae 1nd.irldu6ls tl~ey also 

aro all too aware that their stJ.·enc:tb is une.ble to rebuild Ute aoc1a1 

&tructure, to cure unemployment, to ral.u the stnnda.r.d or living for 

allllons, to extend civil Ubert.lea for those. deprived of thua, to 

overcome ra.ci&.l prejudice , and to aUcr.ce 1ntoleranc:.e . they would gladly 

pcy a high price to effect a.nr of tbaee changes. Sut they feel t hat their 

own pcnrera are not. enoUgh. Acerice i s too big for tboa. 

Tbie ia an illusion, underat&odably onet but an illusion ell the same. 

Tho poseibility or action ia prcaent to every oitb.en. If one doubts i t , 

let him r o- r ead biB 1ite of Benjamin Franklin, who aa a young printer, 

org&Di~ed a society or twelve aen who aet weekly, discussed the latest 

ncwa or politics and acieace , end aleo the proble.~e of the coCIIIIWlit:y. 
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Sl:Ulu Societit c were formed , and l"rnnltli n even oaw the vi don ot 

hrlnal.ne into 11.1ne a D.., world order, iDapired by iDtel.Uamca &Dd 

consid~r~~ttion tor the co:li!H)n cood. The Junta, ea l'retnldin cc.lled hie 

organitation , f\mcUonod for aatO' yeara, and oost. ot Phlladelphi.a' a 

o:unic1po.l prosre"" grow out of ito octivitiea. Tl\ia ia 1n tho boot 

Americnn tradition, the iapulae to aeet, to diseuse, to act . It baa 

Mt beco;e liOrO difri~lt ll.e&uoe t.he e<=>unitv' 1o larter, (or wi\h 

1 ts growlb hfte come a corresponding illprovement in lhc menna or 

cocunlc•t.ion. The ,..uon ie t.he au. or ita parta, aDd in e:ach part 

tho l ndividun.l cen havo scope and l nfiuenoe. In ovary coiiCiu.nity each 

individual hao l\ia ranee o! power it be rlll onlY exercise it . &Dd 

it is folly in a democrecy tor individuals to wait for l eLdershlp, 

rlthout ouppl.fine the persolUil Wtiatin in t.heir om rt.J180 . In 

township, villaao, to,.., nnd city, probleme arc c:eyina, for o.ttention 

&lld intelligence . Those f.re £eerie• . In .ccb un1 t. are J.aericana •bo 

are not. cepeblo defender s of dnaoertcy bec.auee that. unit. "-• been leae 

1ntellilltntly govarnod than it coulcl 11. . In eoch WU.t 1a a problea 

that r equires atud:y &Dd t.he colleoUvo action or iDdividuals. It 1a 

Jua t •• true todo.Y aa that Phllodelpl\io r equ!r,od t.he ardent intu .. t 

or .. •iD&l• printer - S.njul.n l'rAnlclln. 

Tbio booklet ia a.n attcnapt to catalogue 8o•e of t ho aetiono open 

to Acer1cons who cere about t.ho lapronaent or their .aciety throucb 

t.ba de.ocra.tic proeeaa. It. i e co•pUed 1n tbo eenee that an Aaeric11n 

who ll&l<oa a contribution to hio neighborboocl ll&l<es it to the aation. 

Thi• 1a t bo •IllY iDt• rnal def ense •hicb 0.0110oracy cLO h. gina. I t 1a 

etrocaor t.ban aantiaente, hbwwu lo)'al . It 11 s-troncer U.an wupona. 

Participation 1a tbe lifo or d..acrae.r. Without it, it di ... 
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Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
Apartment 15-A 
29 Waehineton Square , West 

New York 11, N. Y. 

Dear Mrs. lloosevel t , 

Baele , December 18th , 1947 

By these l in.es I wish to extend to you i n the na.me of our 

Society our heartiest wi shes for good health and your welfare at the 

occasion of the coming year end . 

With grea t regret we have taken note that owing to your 

unusual occupution you were unable to address this Society and we 

still barbour the hope that in the course of 1948 on one of your 

co1ning s tays in Europe you will honour us by visi ting Beale and 

speak to a public which is anxious to hear your v iews . 

I hope the t our efforts of the last weeks to make arrange

ments of your visit to Beale ha ve not been resented by you and con

sidered as o.n imposition . 

We were simply prompted to oct, as we did , by the enthu

siastic reception which the perspective of your address has aroused 

among our mernbet•s and many other inhabitants of this oi ty who are 

friends o f the United States . 

Wi th best persont<let:es for 1948 and highest esteem, 

I remain , dear Mrs. Roosevelt ~---
' ( ,...?(J'~~ra very sincerely 

• 
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l / Al1qu1ppa,pa. 
ij' R 11'1)1(11 lJO x 38 5 

sept.. 22,1947 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
% Jl7de park, 

wew york. 
' 

near Mra. ROosevelt; 
. shortlJ a~er JOur huab&nd•a death While I was liv

ins in Burbank, cal1torn1a I oollpOsed a po• in honor ot 
h1m,tor illi rq eatiaation, no greater aan ner lived.I 
wrote 1 t and simplJ put it awa7 amona ay papers , torset.t
ing about it •I wr1 te po811S and short a tortes and .. now 
writing a novel Wh1oh I hope so•• d&J that a publisher 
Will aocept.I have sreat .. b1t1oll8 and do not gtve up too 
eaa11J. 

I am send1q JOU 111 po-,a "Tribute to tpr&nkl1n oela.no 
Roosevelt"•! hope JOU Will enJOJ reading it tor I felt 
that JOU were the one person who would set the aoat aat
iataction out ot reading it. 

t 
l 
I 



The nation bows Lt• head in sorrow; 
we aoun for so fine a aan-
He liTes now With the angel• aroUDd hia, 
rn:-:h1a beautiful h0111e o• er head. 

eear Franklin nel&DO ftOOSeYelt
your n&me shall ever live. 
you gave JOur life for Jour oountr,r; 
so tha t a1111on• of others ailbt Uve. 

we place Jour naae bet on us; 
rt•B Written With I).feta plden pen, 
near pranklin oel&DO~ROOBeTelt.-
your name shall ner 11 ve with aen. 

"M1 friends", JOU used to: o&ll us; 
we lons to hear that f&ailiar phrase, 
you 11 ve in heaven &boTe us- · 
while Jour aemor,r W1 th u• torner at&J•. 
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