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Introduction to Handbook 1 "‘

RAYMOND GRAM SWING M/ﬂ'

The danger to democracy is real in the world of today, end the
gentiments thet pour from elmost &ll Americens in loyalty to democracy
erc reel. DBut somewhere in the eguation, between danger and loyal
gentiments, ie something which confuscs the issue. Many of the loyal
sentiments, &8 they flood into expression, sre not guite golid and not
cuite persuasives There alweys iz & minority listening to the praise
of democrscy with suspleion and skepticism. Many Americens look at
their country snd find it full of defects. To many the door of opportunity
is closed. To not & few the civil equalities ere denled. They see that
n;'en some defenders of democracy sre silent about the inadequacies of phases
of fmericen life. They sey: "Democracy hes failed to bring a good life to
& subsotantiel section of society. It is time to try something else."

The sisunderstanding here is ss to the nature of democracy. Democracy
ig not the sum of socisl reletionshipe that heve been creested by the democratic
process., Democrecy ls not the end-product, but the mesns of providing the.
end-product. The end-product in the United States, which some call democracy,
iz indeed imperfect snd incomplete, though much in it is superb. But it is
not democracy itself. It is what the citizens in a democracy heve made out
of their freedom. One cen call the soclel order in the United States
democretic, in that it ceme into belng through democratic processges, but it is
not demoersey. This social order might pass awey through democratic aetion,
just es it came into being through it, yet the United States could still be
& democracy. What is good or whet is adequate in the United States is not
democracy, end democracy should not be judged by them. It is what imericens
have done with their politicel freedom.
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In the world orisis, the freedom itself is in danger. If the
freedom iz logt, the opportunity is lost to lmprove the socinl order.
If the freedom is lost, the nation of individusls will not be able
te try, end to succeed or fall according to their wisdom. A scclal
order wlll be imposed upon them which they cannot change. Thay will
have to accept what they get. It will alsc be imperfect, since it
will be man-mede., It will be for more unjust;,; esince the power to
impoge it will be in the hands of & few.

But if demoecrecy, the freedom to ereste & good socisl order, is
to have the defense of ell, the socinl order must be lmproved. That
is obvious. Une cennot expect individusls who are deprived of the
privileges bestowed upon others to defend freedom which they know to
have been poorly used. So the defense of democracy 1s not only ageinst
e danger which confronts it from without, btut glso from 1ts internal
wepkness.

Meny imericans have recognized thls dusl nature of the democratic
erisis. But it leaves them depressed end helpless. As individuals
they feel unsble to meet the world peril. As individusls they also
are all too aware that thelr strength is unsble to rehﬂl;l the sociel
structure, to cure unemployment, to raise the nt.and_-u_::_fnf living for
millions, to extend eivil liberties for those deprived of them, to
overcome raciel prejudice, and to silence intolerance. They would gladly
poy & high price to effect any of these changes. But they feel that their
own powers are not enough. Americs is too big for them.

This is an illusion, understandably one, but en illupion sll the same,
The possibility of setlion is present to every citizem. If one doubts it,
let him re-reed his life of Penjemin Franklin, who as a young printer,
organized a soclety of twelve men who met weekly, discussed the letest

news of politics and science, and alse the problems of the community.




g

Similer Societies were formed, snd Franklin even saw the vislon of
tringing into being & new world order, imspired by intelligémce and
ponsiderstion for the common good. The Junta, es Frenklin called his
orgenizetion, functioned for many years, snd most of Philadelphis's
municipel progress grew out of its activities. This is in the best
pmerican tredition, the impulse to meet, to discuss, to sct. It has
not become more difficult because the communify 1s larger, for with
its growth has come & corresponding improvement in the means of
communicstion. The notion is the sum of 1ts parts, end in each part
the individusl cen heve scope and influence. In every community each
individual has his range of power if he will only exerclse it. And
it is folly in e democrecy for individuale to wait for lecdership,
without supplying the personal initiative in their own renge. In
township, villege, town and city, problems are crying for attention -
end intelligence. These ere America. In epch unit ere Americens who
gre not cepalle defenders of democrecy because that unit has been less
intelligently governed than it could be. In eech unit is & problem
that requires study and the collective action of individusls. It i=
just &8 true today as that Ph.'-lldﬂ.phll kri;-qul;_‘lod_thﬂ ardent interest
of & single printer named PBenjemin ?rnnklin. i

This booklet is an attempt to catalogue some of the scticns open
to Americsns who care sbout the improvement of thelr soclety through
the democratic process. It is compiled in the sense that an American
who makes s contribution to his nelighborhood makes it to the natlon.
This is the only internsl defense which demccracy can be given. It is
stronger than sentiments, however loyal. It is stronger than weapons.
Participstion is the life of democrmey. Without it, 1t dies.
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Basle, December 18th, 1947

Mra. Eleonor Roosevelt
Apartment 15-A
29 Washington Sgquare, West

New York 11, N. Y.

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt,

By these lines I wish to extend to you in the name of our
Society our heartiest wishes for good health and your welfare at the
occasion of the coming year end.

With great regret we have taken note that owing to your
unusual occupution you were unable to address this Society and we
8till harbour the hope that in the course of 1948 on one of your
coming stays in Europe you will honour us by visiting Basle and
apeak to a public which is anxious to hear your views.

I hope that our efforts of the last weeks to make arrange-
ments of your visit to Basle have not been resented by you and con-
sidered as an imposition. ;

We were simply prompted to act, as we did, by the enthu-
siastic reception which the perspective of your address has aroused
among our members and many other inhabitants of this city who are
friends of the United States.

With best personal wiefies for 1948 and highest esteem,

I remain, dear Mra. Roosevelt {I A
~‘ l -;”' ﬂ}’fgura very sincerely
LNL g‘h\ SWISS-AMERICAN SOCIETY
( FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS

: r}ﬁ!‘(s d--ﬂﬁ. Presidepnt: R —
T [
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Mr's. gpleanor roosevelt,

% Hyde park,
New york.

pear wre. roosevelt;

shortly after your husband's death while 1 was 1liv-
ing in gurbank, california t composed & poem in honor of
him,for in my estimation, no greater man ever lived.r
wrote 1t and simply put it away among my papers ,forgett-
ing about it.r write poems and short stories and am now
writing a novel which y hope some day that a publisher
will accept.r have gr-li ambitions and do not give up too
easily.

T am sending you my poem,& "pribute to pranklin pelano
rRooseveli”" .t hope you will enjoy reading it for p felt
that you were the one person who would get the most sat-
isfaction out of reading it.

vours truly

hesics il

rrances gwiontek -



pribute to pranklin pelano roogevelt

The natlion bows 1ts head in sorrow;

we moun for 8o fine a man-

ge lives now with the angels around him,
tn"his beautiful home o'er head.

pear pranklin pelano roosevelt-

your name shall ever live.

you gave your life for your country;
co that millions of others might live.

we place your name before us; .
tt's written with yife's golden pen,
pea&r pranklin pelano roosevelt-

your name shall ever live with men.

"my friends", you used to call us;

wWe long to hear that familiar phrase,
vou live in heaven above us-’

while your memory with us forever stays.

written yrances gwiontek
in 1945 shortly after the
president's death.
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