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Waslington, D. ¢, ’{'A
AR

October| 29, 19

CHAMBDERS OF

JUSTICE FELIX FRANKFURTER

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

\

This ie the result of my inquiry into\thgq opportunities open
L

to Negroes for legal education in the Distriect of CE; bia.

i

The Law School of Howard University is admirable institu-

tion. It has high standards and an able faculty and .gnod student body.
But, unfortunately, it has only day sessions. The only law school in the
Washington area open to Negroes at night is the Robert H. Terrell Law School
to which you made reference in your letter last August.

Only graduates of schools accredited by the American Bar Associa-
tion are eligible for admission to the bar in the District. A rule like that
1s rather common throughout the country. Unfortunately, the Terrell School is
not yet so accredited, because it does not fit the minimum requirements for
such a law school. The difficulty is that an accredited law school calls for
a library of at least ten thousand volume, & full-time librarian, and three
full-time instructors. While Terrell has the necessary books and staff, it
does not have the facilities in which to house the books.

It is not suggested that the ruling of the Bar Association is dis-
criminatory. It merely enforces what seem to be the recognized standards for
the adequate training of lawyers. The ruling -ff;nts only future graduates,
because those who were graduated in June of this year will be able to take the
bar examination in December. Those who finish in June, 1948, will be the first
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to be affected by this ruling and I am informed that the Dean of the Terrell
School hopes that by then the requirements will have been met and the School
accredited. If the Dean's hope is fulfilled, the Terrell School will afford

facilities for night study by colored law students.

With cordial regards,

Very sincerely yours,

7?/ﬁ-:f 7?.»?"“(" A
ST Sl w’é‘af;’{_ &~
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 7M {/4"’4 @17____.
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My dear Mra. Rocsevelt:

The President handed me your letter of August 29th about the
Ferrall Law School some time ago, and I have had the facts looked into
as carefully as I could in the meantime.

Tha refusal of the District of Columbia Committes on
Admissions to permit graduates of this school to take bar sxaminations
is one of those difficult and kmotty problems which continually plagus
us in trylng to bring about better rece relatlions.

The Ferrell Law Schocl has been on notice for several years
that its curriculum and staff do not meet the standards of the D. C,
Admissions Committes, Deapite this faot, the Law School has never
made & seriocus effort to meet the standards of the Committes.
Hovertheless, because it was the only night law school opan to Negroes
in the District, the Committee continued to accept the greduatss for
sxamination. Now it feels that the only way to ccmpel this school to
raise its standards is to refuse to examine its graduates.

This, of course, works a great hardship on the presant
graduating class; and it may be that scme means can be found to correct
this injustice. However, I sm afraild that the school has been negligent
and has had ampls warning, and must share responaibility for whatever
injustice is belng done the present graduates.

Cordially,

Rani v £ lules

DAVID K. NILES
Administrative Assistant
to the President

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt,
Apartsent 15-d,

29 Washington Square, West,
Hew York 11, New York.
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¥rs. Elsanor Hoosevelt,
Apartment 15-4,

29 Washington Square West,
New York 11, MNew York.

Dear Mrs. Hoosavelti

Some weaks ago you wrote Mr. Justice Douglas concerning
the Hobert H. Terrell Law School of Weshington, D. C. The Justice
made inquiry of & close personal friend who is & member of the
District of Columbia Bar, His reply to the inguiry has arrived
in the absence of Justice Douglas. I have taken the liberty of
getting forth below the gist of his report on the School.

The Terrell School has been struggling for soma tima,
because of lack of funds, to meet the requirements of the American
Bar Association for "approved" law schools. Thess requirements
were adopted by the District Bar Association at the direction of
the District Court. The Committee on Admissions and Grilevances
of the District Bar last year appointed & special subccmmittee on
the Terrell School. As & result, the School was approved temporarily
whils it made further efforts to conform with the requirements of
three full-time instructors and & lawHbary of 10,000 volumes.
However, this temporary approval will lapse before the December
examination for the District Bar.

The School recpened on September 2nd. It mow has
under way a campaign to railse funds to maintain a staff and &
library. So far only about §4,000 has been raised. They have,
however, employed three full-time instructors, a librarian, and
have on hand or on order the required 10,000 law books.

The Dean of the Law School is advising the Bar
Association of their compliance with the requirements. If the
Bar Assoclation does not approve the School so that the students
can take the December examination, the Dean will communicate with
the Justice's friend at once.

g The Justice will, I know, wish to write you himself
when he returns to Washington and can get further information as
to the success of the School's fund-ralsing campaign and their
efforts to meet the Bar requirements.

Very tmg yours,

Sacratary to Mr. Justioce Douglas,.
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MNATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY

BOUTHERN BRANCH

1028 Bo. Wilton Place
Los Angeles &, Calif.
Sept 10, 1947

Mrs. Bleanor Hoosevelt
Hyde Fark, New York

My Dear Mrs. Roosevelt!

I have just read the August Bulletin of the NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED FEOPLE, in which
the %8th Annual Conference was reported. I was happy to know
that vou, President Trumen, end Senator Morse were speskers
for this occasion., I am glad you support the csuse of equal
rights for Negroes. I have been a member of the NAACF for
vears.

* May I esll your attention, lirs. Roosevelt, to the fact
thet twiece in Senastor Morse's talk, he said that there should
be no diseriminetion in our democracy because of race, color,
sex or creed. Sensator Morse, a men, does not belleve 1n dis-
eriminetions of any kind. Yet you, & womanj uphold discrimi-
nations agsinst your own sex. <Jou fight the sdoption of a
clsuse into the Ameriecsn Constitution giving women egual rights

fth men. You sre helping to dreft the Bill of Human Rights
for the entire world, yet wyou deny those rights to your own
gex. This 1s the most paradeoxical thing in politics today.

Did vou also notice, in the Resolution drawn ur by the

NAACP Conference, under the section of civil rights, the words:

"We call upon Congress and the majority party

to pass leplislation adequate to protect the

eivil rights of American llegroes throughout

the coantry."
Thls resolution does not c¢sll for the protection of Negroes
but for the protection of their RIGHTS. You, in supporting
the so-cslled Frotective Laws for women, sre d-mandlng the
rrotection of women rather than the protection of the RIGHTS
of women. The NAACP sees tht difference involved.

How c¢sn you consclentiously sccept the title bestowed by
Walter White, "the Fipst Ledy of the World" while etending be=
tween your slsters snd the esteblighment of their rights under
law?

Why e¢s not you see; that the way to provide equslity for
both men and women, wilthout destroying necessary pretection
for women, ls to lncrease the protectlon of men Lo the level
of thet for women? Do you not want ycur scnas protected, as
w8ll B8 your deughter?

kogt sincerely yours,

PURPOSE: To assist in bringing about the adoption of the proposed DSqual Rights 1o the Constitution of the States; and to eppost
diseriminatory legislation, rules and regulations based sex and/or marital stabus. ' i
. o ¥
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VICE PEERICENT
GVERETT W, JONES { /18 PRshieenT SANTA RITA HOUNTAINS

POMONA MINING CO., Inc.

HEREFORD . ARIZOMA
Fab: 24th. 1947,

HAJOR A J, ﬂl‘llL! FRARDERT HMINES 1M HUACHUCA AND

¥te. Eleanor Rooeevelt.
Hvde Park.

New York.

Dear ¥adam,

Herewith it affords me a pleasure in sendine wou a hrief
euloey of B moat worthy fraternai trotrer, I have nothine furthrer to
add than what I have written.

I pray God that your 1life will be svared to add further

lustre to his memory.

Baliave me to be,

Reppectfully yours,




A Tribute 10 Franklin D. Booarerlt

REFROCUCLD FROM THE TOMBSTORME BFTAFH
B, 1RAS

MAJOR A. 4, TERRILL
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