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S119rrmr lqcmrt of l~r )lnittll •tat•• 
:JI••Ifbllllrn,;ll.u;. 

.JU STIC E f'€LI X ,.AAHMf"U .. TE:A 

Dear ll.rs. Roosevelt : 

This i8 opportunitiel open 

to Negroes for legal education in the District of Col 
' 

The La• School of Howard University il 1 admirable institu-

tion. It has high standards and an able faculty and student body . 

But, u.o!ortunataly, it baa only day sessions. The only law school in the 

Washington area open to Negro•• at night is the Robert H. Terrell Law School 

to •hich you made reference in your letter last AIJiuat. 

Only graduates of schools accredited by the Aaerican Bar Asaocia-

tion are eligible for admission to the bar in the District. A rule ll.ke that 

is rather co .. on thr01Jibout the country, Untortullatel.y, the Terrell School is 

not yet eo accredited, because it doee not fit the ainiaua requir•antl f or 

uuch a lew school, The difficulty ill that an accredited law school calli for 

a library of at leaut ten thousand volume, a full-tiae librarian, and three 

full-tilDe instructors. While Terrell baa the necessary books and at.&tf, it 

does not have the fecilltiee in which to bouse the books. 

It is not aueaeatad that the ruling of the Bar Association i1 dia

cr1ainatory. It aera ]J enforcea • hat aaea to be the racornhed standards for 

the adequate training of lawyers. The ruling a ffects on]J future graduat .. , 

because those who were graduated in June ot tbh year will be able to take the 

.., bar exaaination in Deceaber. Those who finiab in June, 1948, will be the tirat 
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to be affected by thh rulin& and I aa infol'lled that the Dean ot the.'l'errell 

school hopes that by then the requir•enta will have been aet and the School 

accredited. I f the Dean's hope 11 fulfilled, the Terrell School will afford 

facilities for night study by colored law students . 

With cordial regards, 

Mrs . Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Very sincerely yours, 

-;?/~ l-?J----~ .. -
/:7. ~.y/~~4'-

;~~/rh ~1f 

$/~~7 
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117 d .. r llre . Rooeavelt.a 

- PrM1dent haDded M TOW' lottor ot A-t 29tb ol>out tllo 
Ferrel l L&w Scbool ao• tilM &co, &od I ban bad tl» taot.e looked illto 
u ca Htull,y u I could. in t.b4 aeantiae. 

1bo reru .. l ot t.bo DUtriot ot Ool-l.o C-ttoe on 
1(aiatioD8 to perait &r&duat.M ot t.biJI aobool to take baa- uaa:lllat1008 
1o ooo or t.booo elilticult and llnottT prob~ wb1ob cont1nuollT plOJIIo 
ua 1n t.ryina to briJlC about batter ,... relatione . 

tllo .farrell l.ow School bu - on notice for oonral TO"" 
t.bat ito curricul~a aDd ota!! do not MOt t.bo otendard.o ot t.bo D. C • 
.l.doioaioDO c-utoo. Doopito t.bl.o toot, tbo l.ow Scbool boo nnor 
.ada a aerioua effort to aNt. t.he at&Dd.&rda of t.be C~ttee. 
Nenrtbalou, bae£uoo 1t wae tho .,.,q nicht low oobool opa to •
in t.bo Diotric t, t.bo C-ttoe continued to aocopt tbo IP'cluoatoo tor 
ouaination. Woo it toolo t.bat t.bo .,.,qAT to o-1 tb1o ochool to 
raiae 1te ata.nd&rda 11 to retu.e to axaa1De ita ,raduatea. 

11'I.U , o.t coune, worka • areat bardabip on tbe pr•eot 
snduatin& ola .. , aDd it •7 be that aae ..... cao be fouad to oornot 
thia 1njUit1ce . However, I • atr&14 that t.b. acbool bh beea neclJ.aent 
and t.a bad aapl.a w&rn!Dc, &ud auat ab&re NlpaMibUit7 tar wb&W..r 
iDJwotleo 1o baiJ>c d- t.bo prooant poe-too . 

lin. llNAor looenelt, 
.l.portoont lS...t., 
29 JaoblJlCtoo Squaro, loot, 
Jaw York 11, lfew fork. 

Cordiall7, 

~Jik~ 
DAVID I. HILlS 

.l.doiniotratbo uoiotent 
to tba l'rMl.dant 



llnptm, 11;.-1 of t~,llowl lllalt• • • ~ 
.... lfln .. ···~·~ J 

CltAM•I"M (II' 

J UGTIC:C W ll.&. lloM 0 00\JOL,At 

1tr1. &JA&nor Roo••••lt, 
·~..-·~ JS.J,, 
29 WUIU~t.oD SquaN liost, 
New York 11, Hew York. 

Oear ~ •• RooltTeltt 

OOt®or 11 19~1. !J~ 

~,It 

SoM w aka ago you wrote all'. Ju.1Uc1 Doua~• concaroint 
the Robort H. Torrell I.Aw School or Wuh1nst.on, D. C. The JI.LOtloo 
Coa-dl inquiry or • olon personal tritnd who ia a •Jaber ot the 
Dlotrlct or Col.WIIbia Bar. Hio rep]¥ to tho 1nqu1ry bu arrind 
in the oboenoo or JU.Uco Doualu . I bon tokon tbo lihtrt:r ot 
soUin& forth below tho list of hit report on tho School. 

1'ha Terrell School baa been 1 t.nl.U:liD& for eoM t.iM, 
bee&ul& of lack of tuod.:a, to Mat. the requi.reMilts of tbl Aaar1c&D 
Bar Altoc.1&Uon tor •.approv-ed• 1&. echoola. tbeM requireMnta 
wore adopted by tho Dbtrlct Bar .luooiOUon at tbo cl1reotion ot 
tho Diotrlct Court. The eo-ittoo on Adlliooiou am Grl.......,.ao 
oC tho D1otr1ct Bar loot ;roor appointed o opociol tNbc.-J.tt ... on 
the Torrell School. Ao a r oOillt, tho School wao opprond to..,.,roril:r 
wh1le it lllldo !'urthor otforto t.o con!ol'll wHh tho requ1r.-nto ot 
three t ulJ.,.tiJDe inatructora &twi & l.&W!d,b&ry Of 10,000 YOlu.Mit 

However, tbie te.mporary approval will l&p1e be tore the Deoallbar 
oxamination tor the Diatriot Bar. 

!l>o School reoponad on Sop~r 2nd. It DOW bu 
wder • r a ce•1>tJp to r&iaa f"Gnda to •int.&iD a atatt and a 
llhrtr;r. So tor on4 about 111,000 bu betn,roioad. !l>o:r bon, 
-ovor, -lo7td tbr .. hll-tioo inotruot.oro, a llbn.rl&A, ODd 
baYe oo hand or on order tbe requJracl 10,000 law boob. 

The Doan at tho I.Aw School 1o aclrle~ tho Bar 
hooci&Uon ot thoir compliance with tbo req..u-to. I! tbo 
Bar Auocl.aUon dooo not appron tho School oo thot tbo atudonto 
o<ln toke tho Docoobor OJOUiination, tho Doan will co-otto with 
tho Justice ' 1 triend at. once . 

/ Tho Justice will, I - , Wiob to 11Z'ito :rou hiaoolt 
when he return a to We.abJ..nct.oo and ca.n 1•t fw'1;,ber i.Dtama tion aa 
t.o tbo ouccooo ot tho School•• twld....Ua1Jic -i«D ODd tboir 
ottorte to-~ tho Bar ~to. 

Vor:r t~ G) t • • • 1 

Soorotorv t.o llr • .1\aatioo Dou1loo, 
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NATIONAL WOMAN'8 PAitTY 

.OUTHe•H .IIIIAMCH 

1028 So . Wilton Place 
Los Angel es 6 , Calit. 

Mr s . ~leanor Roosevel t 
Hyde P8 rk , New York 

My Dear Mrs . Roosevelt : 

Sept 10, 1947 

• 

I heve just read the August Bulletin ot t be NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION FOR TR~ AOVANCEKE~T OF COLORED PEOPLE, in which 
the 38th Annual Conference was reported. I was happy to know 
that "ou, President Tr umsn , and :.enator korse were s peakers 
for this occasion . I am glad you auprort the cause of equal 
ri~~ts for Negroes . I have been a member of the NAACP for 
veara . 

• Way I call your attention , ~rs . Roosevelt , to the fact 
that twice in Senator Worse ' s talk, be said that there should 
be no discrimination in our democracy because of race, col:or 1 

sax or creed. Senator Morse , a men, does not believe in dia
erlm1netions of any kind. Yet you, a woman; uphol d d1scrim1-
not1ons against your own sex . You tipht the adoption of a 
clause into the Amerlean Constitution ~iving women equal rights 

1 th mon . You are helpinR tn draft the Bill of Human Ri ghts 
for the entire world, yet you deny thos9 rigbts to your own 
sex . '!'his is the most r• rodoxioal thin~ in politics todsy . 

Did you also notice, ln the nesolution dr~wn ur by the 
NAACP Conference , under the section or civil rio:-hts , the words : 

">le call upon Convress end the r'.ajori t~ party 
to pass le~1slet1on ade uate t o r rotect the 
civil ri~hts or N11Pr1can •·&!!roes throughout 
t,. cwntr:y. " 

This resolution does no c~ll "or th r rotection of .• egrocs 
b••t rn,. t'le rro tection of t heir RIGHTS. You, in su. porting 
th" so- c lled frotec t ive Laws tor oman, era d a:end1ng the 
1 rotec~lon or ··omen rather then tne protection or the RIGHTS 
or womPn. Tbe NAhC P sees the difference involved. 

l!o" c~n you conscientiously ~ccept the titl e bestowed b~ 
ola l ter '1/hi te , "the First Lad, or the IIOI'l d 11 while r t.nc log be
tween your t lsters rnd the escsbll al m"nt of their rights under 
law? 

Why c u no t you see , thut the way to r.rov·de equol!t)' for 
bo>> '"n and woa:en , • ithout destroyiny noceasary 1ro tection 
tor .. o:non , is to l. r.erooso t . • a ;.rotecLi<-11 or •• en to i;lle level 
of t!1wt f or 1 Ol.enf Do you .. ot .,nt yo~;r c ~no r.rotected, .a 
• wll o8 your dnugllter? 
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POMONA MINING CO., Inc. 

M~e . Eleanor Rooeevel t. 

Hvde Park • 

New York. 

Dear l!adam , 

HtRtFORD · ARIZONA 

~eb : 24 th. 1947 , 

HINU IJil NUACNUCA .utO 
IAJftA l trA ...OUNtAU'd 

Herewit~ i t affords me a pleasure in een1tn~ vou a hrief 

eul ocry of a moet worthy frat ernal br c tl-er, I hllve nothincr j'urt ter to 

add tha n what I have writ t en. 

I pray God that your life will be s~are~ to ad~ fur ther 

lustre to h i s memory. 

Believe me to be , 
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'- 11.-,. ••alai .. I . ...... 11 
..-..a.. a. no. fWI ~OMI" '"',.,.. - ... -. ,. MAJOA A , J, TI.III;IIIJII. .. ......... ~ ........... , , .. ~au • .._.,........__,, 

.. r ... '* ...,, wt~ 'M , ,,...., 
••n••"''· Soble, OIOt'IOU. ~··-
lfl• • •• ~~. ........... . . ., \~1 •H6. 
Th 14to.:b •lll ltlinl IOtfttr, 
I.:Oh ltab .. ' l .0.. •II l~ot,UOUI IOD-IItD, 
Ito lOlled flO\ .. 11111 fl ... llllll •• Mol: 
A •1.1•(1 "" he • .... ... 
... • - ... ll.t. Ufl ,,,......._.._ __ ... ....... _._ .... ...... 
......... ... .... .., ............. U.W11 
,.._.,. . ....... . ...u,. 
IH 1-.:.:ll a -w. ... 01 lit, 
Hf , ..... rra-; .,.. , ,.,.,. 
We bow ev .....,, I• ,. .. ,.., _.. tF\'P, 

\\'o qUI'JUoo flOC IIIII rt'll.tO• w bf, 
h i Qod ' 1 1n0t mUikle Ill DOw IIYH 
Ito '-' not dMf-llo 011'100\ d.Jt. 
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