


|_UNITED NATIONS
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON 28, D. C,

6 March 1947

Mrs, F.Ds Roosevelt

28 Washingbton Bquare West

New York 11, Wew York

Dear Mra, Egosevelt;

Please find attached our reply to a letter that Mrs, Bumt
sent to your office on the 24th of Jmmuary regarding the

distribution of U.8. surplus of white fresh potatoes.

Thmking you for your kindness in referring the above
mentioned commiontion to us, I remain,

Very sincerely yours,

Lol S Aare

Karl Borders, Chisf
Bureau of Bupply

Attaohment
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Sincarely yours,
arl Berders,
Bureau of Bupply

eo1 Nres. F.D. Rocsevelt

28 February 1547
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A. P. BUNT
Surnyside, Tashington

January 4, 1947

Dear Mre. Hoosevelt:

We live in & sasll town in the heart of ome of the
richest velleys in the United Btatess. A new issirasion project
hag just been commleted last year, and thousands of bushels of
potatoes were raised in this mew land. The price broke just
after harvesting time, and mamy farmers stored their petatces,
hoping to receive mors for them in the spring.

Now the Oovermment has advised these farmers to "dump"
gll that do net come wp to the finest grades. 'and even the top
grades are drugging the market, and the thought ccourse to the
ladies of the valley that incemuch as Turope is hungry, and pota-
toes are very good to eat, that scmething might be theught of
that will place these umwanted potatoes before those hungry poople,.
This would bte much better than to do with them as we saw done last
fall, They wers strewn over acres of ground,; and great bulldosers
run over them, mashing them to pulp. OCattle fed on them, apd the
romainder were used for fertiliser.

You are with the United Natioms group. and inssmuch
as we believe your heart is with the unfortunate of cther lands,
ge well as your own land, we think that owing to your wonderful
influsnce and close conmectiocns with the "Great” of thie cowmtry,
you could suggest & way to deal with this situation,

May we hear from you on this subjest. I might add
thet the eptire states of Washingtom, Jregenm, ldahe and California,
ard in fact, all the Pagific states, are overburdemed with &
gurplus of potatoes that might save many lives.

T rasnio---Thapking you, 1 am
m - __I_...I"E B () Yours most fﬁlﬂiﬁlnh
P B AL T
:' w = g ' Ida Egan Bunt (sigued)
L ) iR Box 598, Swnmyside,
o “ashington
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UNITED STATES DEPAMTUENT OF AGRICULTURE
Production and Marketing Administration

February 1947
Potato Export Situation

Every effort has been made to utilize the large 1946 potato surplus of
about 95 million bushels without waste, In pre-war years when farmers
mroduced a potato crop that exceeded the demand, there was a comparable
amount of waste. This waste, although accompanied by low farm prices,
was not widely publicized because the surplus potatces were disposed of
principally on the grower's farm by abandoning unharvested flelds,
dumping, and similar methods, Now that a price support program is in
effect, the major purpose of which was to prevent heavy economic losses
while 'farmers were readjusting war-time production to meet normal require-
ments, the Department is obligated to pay for and dispose of the surplus,
This cbligation was established in legislation enacted by Congresa to
support prices of certain agricultural commodities at not less than 90
percent of parity for the duration of the war and for a two=year period
following the end of hostilities. If it were not for the price support
program, the farm price of potatces this year in many of the major pro-
duction areas probably would have returned not more than one~third of

the production costs, Farm acreage goals have been established which
with normal ylelds should prevent similar overproduction from reoccuring
in 1947. :

Good quality potatoes for which a practical use can be found are not
being dumped or otherwise wasted. However, potatoes are a perishable
commodity and if no cutlet can be found, they must be disposed of prior
to rotting in storage. It is these deteriorating lots along with low
grade and small size potatoes that are being dumped first. The
abundant supply of good quality potatoes being held in storage is more
than sufficient to meet both domestic and export demand,

in an effert to encourage the consumption of the surplua as food, potatoes
purchased by the Department at the support price of about 32.20 par
hundredweight have been offered to the aArmy, forelgn governments, and
international organizations for relief feeding at the price of four cents
per hundredweight f.o.b. shipping point. Relatively little interest haa
heen evidenced in this offer because of the low food value per pound of
fresh potatoes compared with grain, perishability, and high shipping
costs, ZSngland and some other countries have restrictions prohibiting

the importing of fresh potatoes if certain insects or diseases, common to
the United States, are carried by the potatoes, So far, potatoes exported
or contracted for export amount to about 5 million bushels primarily te
Belgium, Italy, Spain, France, and Portugal.




offers of fresh potatces because n.‘.' the handling
Nor have they seen fit to pay the cost of 15 to 20
dehydrating the potatoes when they can pnrchul uhlg 4‘.).‘««:1'*r 510 6 S
cents par pound. A8 an {llustrati | the compara :I"'Ihﬂl,]fﬂlh o
donated free of charge at a port ,!;gn this country cost more thun flour pur-
chasad at & cents a pound on the basis of food value per I-I-Fﬂ‘ﬂilﬂ fll"d
to an 3uropean port. Additional factors which must alsc be :

the loss in transit on potatoes and the inadeguate handling'
facilities for a perishable commodity after delivery to many foreign amntriu-

From an objective viewpoint, the mos# satisfactory nnlﬁt-iun to the situation
yould be to eat more potatoes in this, country and less of the Toods that are
suitable for shipment abroad. If m.l:r one more ounce of atces a duy had
been eaten by everyone in the United States, the resulting increase in
consumption in terms of farm weight would haﬂ totaled over 70 million
bushels, If these potatoes had been substituted for grains,' sugar, and fats,
there would have been little waste of toes this year; and the supply
situstion with respect to these other comedities would have been’ gased.

é.

: ¥i
411 Tood procured in this country for relief feading jpurposes is paid for
by the- purchaser. However, the United States has helped to alleviate the
famine conditions by making available large quantities of the basic foods,
by appropriations to UNRHA or loans to individual countries, and by reliel
programs of philanthropic organizations. Since the Uepartment has no funds
to be used directly for forelgn relief feeding purposes, its maxisum ¢on-
trivution with respect to potatoes is .o continue the present oractice of
of fering them practically free of charge f.c.b. shipping peint to such
claimants.
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Q'ﬂﬁulﬁt
'
. A P. BUNT ¥(
INSURAMCE AMD REAL ESTATE
On Highway No. 410
o ooy o SUNNYSIDE, W TOM
NORWICH UNION Jamuary ﬂag

FIRE INSURAMNCE

SOCIETY, LTD, v
FACIHC DEFARTRAEMNT

SAN TRANCISCO
Mra. Franklin D. Rocssvelt, \’y'
Hew York,
| H.Y. ! N‘ é

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

We live in a small town in the heart of one of the
richest walleys in the United States. A new lmsiragiom pro-
ject has just been nompleted last year, and thousands of bushels

| of potatoes were raised in this pew land. The price broke just
I after harvesting time, and many farmers stored their potatoes,
| hoping to recelve more for them in the spring.

How the Government has advised these farmers to "dump”
all that do not come up to the finest grades, and even the top
grades are drugging the market, and the thought oocours to the
| ladies of the wvalley thet inasmuch as Eurcpe is hungry, and pota-
[ toos are very good to eat, that something might be thought of
that will place these umwanted potatoss before those hungry pec-
ple. This would be much better than to do with them as we saw
done last fall, They were strewn over acres of ground, and
great bulldosers run over them, mashing them to pulp. Cabtle
fod on them, and the remainder were used for fertiliser.

You mre with the United Natioms groupe, and inasmuch
a8 we belleve your heart is with the unfortunste of other lands,
as well as your own land, we think that owing to your wonderful
influence and close connections with the"great"of this country,
you oould suggest a way to deal with this situatiom.

Uay we hear frem you on this subject. I might mdd that
the emtire states of Washington, Oregon, Idaho and California, and
in fact, all the Paclifioc States, ars overburdened with a surplus
of potatoss that might save many lives,

Thanking you, I am

Box'598, Sunmyside,
M!ﬂﬁﬂ.-




ROLINANISTHA H04 CHEILIY TYNIDIHO

-

Hy doar Xp, Morses e it
(ol 1 am porry there has
btesn such & delay In answering your-

_lattor of Uarch but 1 was sway

sith ire, Hoopevelt co tha west
occast, :

Mo tramsporyasion
expenses amcuntod to £44,00,

Very sinocerely,




UNITED NATIONS SOCIETY IN CANADA

[ § K SANOWILL MATIONAL OFFICE Sl JAMEY 5 THOMEOR
F 4 et . BTTAWA Rare——" T—
& L BEAMENT TiL. 0807 IMC W, WOREL
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March 3, 1947.

Migs Malvina C, Thompson, J v oY
EL Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt, f
¥ m, fa, 29 Washington Square West, 7 ¥ ‘yy
!mi, U.S-l. rhy, %

'i"r My dear Miss Thompson:

Mrs. Roosevelt's visit was an unqualified success
and has had an excellent effect on "publie relations® for
U.N. in Canada - especially in Montreal. She gave 30
generously of her time and vitality, and the day turned out
to be fairly strenous, I am afraid, I do hope she has
guffered no ill effects.

I believe that Dr. Thomson has written personally
to Mrs, Roosevelt thanking her.

I hope that you will let me have the amount of the

travelling expenses involved so that we can forward & cheque

Yours very, cerely,
N3
Na eratary.

ti

without delay.

EWM:ks
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