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1'1 111'a 1D a ~l tDII"'D tn tb.t hNrt of oce cf tt. 
~1cbelt Y&lltyl tn the Untt-' 8tate1. ~ uew taa lr~to~ proJtot 
baa jae t been CCIII!'Jleted. la t t , .. ,.. and thcu e&Dila ot 'boJhtll ot 
potatoe a "er-e r aised i n thle 1lfW l&D4. "rbt po tee bftlllt Joat 
atte:r l\ar'ftaU na tllae. an4 mey t&J"'Itl"t etore4 tbUr po:tat:ce a, 
boping to recoi,.e more fer t bem in tbt ~ring. 

lw the GO'ftr m:aent hat a41'1H4 tbe l t tarurt t o "41ZDP" 
all t..bat 4o not come up to the nneat gr&411. ·and enn tbt top 
gr&d.at are 4rucgi.J2t the car"ket . IID4 t he thought ooour• to tbt 
l&Utt or the 'ftllt7 tb&t lnaiBlcb • • .. vope 1:; htttcJ7. a t\d. pota­
to.• u. ••r:; t i!Od t o .. t, that tc:mtthtw at(ht be thol~E:ht of 
that wtll p lace tbt .. umranta4 rotatOH be'fon thcae hw::igi'J pecpla .. 
'lhh wcul4 'be n:uch be tter t.ba.rl to do ,rrlth thea. •• w •• done l&llt 
tall. they nre nrft'Zl O'lt r ao.r.t of sroUZid.1 u d c:na t boll4ou:ra 
ru.a 01'11' thee, .... h1Dg ,..._ to pel p . O&t tle fed. on thfiD. aJJl the 
t'~lndt.r n rt aNt tor terUl t aer .. 

Jou u o wlth tho 11Ditt4 lat1ou gi"O"J> . and 1n...,ch 
aa we bellt'fl your blu t 1a wi t h t h e =tCJ'tUD&te of other l&Dde , 
aa n U • • 70\U' ow-n lt.Dd, • • think that CM' 1J:I8' to ;your woa4er tal 
1nfl otnc t an4 oloee co~otlaDa wltb the "Great• ot ~11 ooaat r 7, 
;ycu ocul4 auge et a. ...._,. to lit&l wltb thh a Uua.tt on. 

1:&7 we h- troa 70• on U>lt nl>J oct. I q bt AM 
that tU tDtln a t.a t.e a ot .. ah.1twt012 • .,.,.tJCCII. UUo &DI Caltf oi"Dla, 
and Sa taot, au t.b.t Pao1f1c a \at.e, art ~.n.-4De4 WS tb a 
aOl"plue of potato• • tkt a!cbt • • • •a:~ 11'rt t . 

I • 
Tovt a oot talthl'lll17, 

• Ida tea• lhult ( olpH) 
. .. t¥1 , ....,.14t, 
" • lhlllllte• 



UIIITED srA r::.s D:iP • ..mDT or .aKICUL1118 
Pro<llet.l.on on<l llarketinc Adlainiotra ti.., 

Fobnu~ey 1947 

Potato Export Sit uation 

!Ve17 effort hu boon ade to utili .. - larco 1946 potato ourplu• ot 
&beNt 95 ..UUon buahela without . .. to. In pro_.,ar ,..are when r.,.,..ro 

J¥'Odt.lct4 a potato crop that exceeded the deund, there • a• 1 comparable 
amount. of waste . Thi• waste, althou.sh accompanied by l ow farm pricea, 

••• not. widely publicized becauat the .surpluo potatoea were ct1aposed ot 
prinoipU].y on the vo...,r '• tara by abandoning unharVeat.o<l tiolds, 
<ll::lping, and ol..U..r .. thods, How th&t a price wpport. provoa 1o in 

e!tect., the major pa.rpoee ot which was t o pr-event. heavy econoaic loaMI 

while 't'ar:r.ere wer-e readjustina war•t..ime pro<hlct.ion to ••t. noraal. require­

"""'" • the Depertloclnt is obligatod to pay tor 101\d dispose or the surplue . 
Thia obligation wao oa tabl iohed in legislation enac~ed by Congreso to 
support. prices or cortain agricuUural comodit.iea ot not. leao than 90 

~rcent. of parity t or the duration or the war ~d tor a two-year period 
tollowins the end or hostllit.he. It it. wen not to-r the price .upport. 

proar u , the r an:s price o! potat-o.• this yeu in ~ ot the •Jor pl'O­

duet.lon areas probably would have returned not. mre th&n OM•thlr<1 o! 

t he production coeta. Fares aoreago goale have been establiehed which 

with normal yiol da ehould prevent. aimllar overp.roduction !ror.. reoccurin,g 

in 19~7 . 

Good quolUy potatoes ror which a practical u .. can be !OW>d ore not. 

bei.ns du&ped or otherd.11e wut..cl. However, pot.•toes are • J)lrishable 

com~ectU.y and if no outlet can be round, t.hoy a.ast. be diapoaed ot prior 

t..o r ot ting i n s t.or aae . It ia theoe deterior&tins l ots it.l.OI'\I • ith low 

grade and omall aita pot atoes .that aro being dumpod first . The 
abundant ouppl.y ot good qualit y pot.r.t.oea boin& held in otorago is mora 

than ouftident t.o QOet bot h d.-oati!' am! export del:and, 

Itt an effort. to encourage the <:Ont\UilPt.ion o! t he surplus a.e food, potaW.a 

purchaaed by the Depar....,nt at t he oupport. price ot about. J2.20 per 

hundr·edweight. havo beon o!ferecl t o the An!IO', toreign goverr'll:lonta, and 

internati onal organizations f or rel ief !eedina at the price or tour centa 

per hundrechreight r . o . b . shipJ>in8 point, Ralotivel.y little interest. hao 

been evidenced i n thi• otter becauM or t.he low tooct value per pound ot 
troah potatoes cocpared with groin, perioh&bllity, and hi&)l ohippins 
coste . i!:hala.nd and eoce other COW'\tries have reatrietiol\1 prohibit.inc 

t he importing or r reeh pot-a t oea 1! cer-t.&in in•ect.a or dieeaeet, coCIIIOn to 

th~ Unit.ed Statea, are carried by t.he potatoes. So tar, potatoes exporte~ 

or contr aet.ed for expor~ amount t o about S million bushel• primarily ~ 

S.41WD, It.s.l.y, Spain, Franca, ond Portugal . 



Other !oroi&n govormon~• and tlli.U!A have not. been •1l.lin& 1.o accept LboM 
o((oro o! !rooh po1.o1.oOI bo-.uM Of 1.bo b&ndlinl dif(icultioo and COOLe. 
Nor hove they nen tiL to POT tho cool. or lS to 20 .., .. a ;>oomd tor 
dobydratiz>s tho potatoea Vhen Lh.o7 con puchao• ""-t Oour at S 1.o 6 
cont.• per pound. .\s an 1Uu1tr11..1~ ot the Coapaz"&t.iYe coat.. INah pot.atoel 
clonatocl t r ee o! char&• at a port in tbb COUDlry eon ""'"" th..n Clour pwo­
cboood ot 6 cent.o a pound on tha b&al.o or too<! Yalue por ...Ut "'- <iollYorod 
to an SUropean port. Additional !oc1.ora which aUt alao &o COMidorocl .,... 
tho lou in tranoiL on potato .. ..nd tho lDodequat.e .... ,.... and ~ 
taellit.ies !or a p61'1shabl4 eCCIIIOClit.¥ .Jter ~llv•I'J' to ~ torei(:n count.rie•. 

fro~~ an objective vie'Wpoint-1 t.he co .. •atietact.or; aolutiotl t.o the .ait.u.tion 
voulu bo to oat. coro potatou in Lhh country and lou o! t!>e toodo tlat aro 
suitable for •!U-nL abro3d . It only one t>Oro OWICo or pot.at-ooa a <IJ.Y hod 
boon eaten ~ everyone in the Unito4 Statoa, tho re-.ltins inoroaso in 
conauoption i n torr.tJ or tar11 \lei.;ht. would have totaled. over 10 ::d.lllon 
buehels . If these poto.toet h.Jd been aubatituted tor u4ina,' wc~~tr, "'"" lJ.h, 
there wou.ld have beon llt.t.lo waot.e of pot:,.toel this yeui ..nd the aupply 
situdt.ion with respect to thoee other comgoditie' ~uld have been oa.od. 

All food !"'O<urod in thio cour.try !or roUe£ !oodin;;")W"poaos is p&id !or 
by t.h&- pureha.ser . HoMrver, the Uni t.ed St2tes b3a helped to al.leviate the 
!amino conditions by aak1n& available larb• quantities or t.he bao!c !ooda, 
by appropr 1atiott..s to lJrJ\&A or loana t.o i:l<.tlriclual count-ries, and bJ rolie! 
progr&IIO or pbil!lnthro;d.c or.ariiaa•ions . Sin•• t ho ile;>or""""' hu no !\Indo 
Lo be used d1rectJ..y tor tore~ relief fceai.nt purpose.s1 its a ... n,,, con­
tribut-ion \i'lth rupect. t.o po't.&toca 1a ... o contilr.a.e the P"L3•nt. ;xr&ctice o! 
offering the~ practic3llf free Of e~Le f .o . b . ahi~ poiftt. t o SUCh 
claiunta . 
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A P. BUNT 
INSURANCE AND !tEAL ESTATI: 

0. Hlghwoy No. 410 

SUNNYSIDf. WASHI~TON 
J..... l 91t1 

Olllco ,._ )¥1 
Jhl'~1 a 4101 

NOII'CIICH UNION 
fiRE INSUIANCE 

SOCIETY, LTO. 

llrl. Fl"aDJrlb. D. 
Kn York, 

- ~~v/ . ~:J ~ 1 lf.Y. 

We lin 111. a • -..11 to• 1D the be&J"t of ODe or the \J 
rioheat Tall~• 1n the United Stat••• A a.w ile1ra&10D pro-
.J'oot hao juat bMo ccapl.tecl laat ,...,. , aDd til..,...,... ot buoho'LI 
ot potato .. were rahed 1D thi1 a.w laa4. The 'Pf'loe broke juat 
a fter h&rnetiD& tiM>, aD4 aJQ" f&raW'I etored. their pota.toM, 
hopin& to reoel"H 1101"1 tor th• 1D the •P~"iac • 

tfcnr the GOTerDJIIIII:It bu ad...-h.t tbete tarMn to "duap" 
a ll that d.o not 00- up to the tiJle.t sncl••· and lft!Jl the top 
&J"&dll are dru&p;,inc the II&J'kft, &Del the tbo\llbt OGOUI"I to tbe 
ladie1 ot the n.ll.,. that ilt.a._ol:! •• lurope h hUJlCl7, and. pota­
toeo oro Tl'r/ cood to .. t , t hat o...thillc llicht bo thoulh11 ot 
th.t.t will place tbeee \ar.llted potato. l>etare t.boee hUJICn' ~o­
ple. Tb.b would be .u• better thaD to clo with tb .. a l w ••• 
done 1a et tall. Tb..,. 111U'I l tz"ewll OTer &01'11 ot CJ'OIUicl, UlCl 
sr ... t bGlldoiiJ"' nm O'f'er tb•, ••be tb .. to pulp. C..iltle 
t ed ou t.b•, a.od. the r-.lndw were ued tor tertililer. 

You ue with the U:a.itecl Watica. cro.tpe, ucl lu..aoh 
a • •• be l ien 7our h-.rt 11 With the untorttmate ot otber la:a41 , 
a• well aa rour on lud, .. tJ:alU that CIW1.ac t o Tf1GI' woaUrtul 
intluezaoe ud oloae oonneoti011.1 wUh the",reat•ot tbh ooalltr'J', 
7ou oould •us,eet a ft1' to 4• 1 with tbi• a ituatt.ca... 

W., ,w II_,. h• :rou OD thil INbjoot. I llicht 144 tho11 
the eDtir• etatea ot WaahlDctoa, Orecaa, Idaho u4 Ca litoraia, u 4 
1a h.ot, all the Paoit1o St&tM, are OftT'burdeaM with a avpl• 
or potato .. that •1tht .... -.a.,. 11-n. . 

Tbanii:U.C ;rou, I oa 
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JUaa ll&lrlAa c. Tla011paon, 
Se cretary w lire. llooaeYelt, 
Apt. 6al. 29 Waobincwn Square W .. t, 
111W Yat~>, U.S . A. 

My dear lti .. Tla011paon: 

--
ll&rela J, 19.,7. 

Mra . Rooee• alt 'a Y111t wae an unqua.l1t1ed IUCCala 

and bl1 bad 1n excellent ettect on "public relatione• tor 

U.J. in Canada - eapeclally 1D Montreal . Sbe ca•• eo 

cenerouely ot bar ti• and dtallt y , and tba day turnad out 

to hi fairly 1trenou1 , I .. ah-aid . I do laope abe ha1 

1uttered no 111 eftecta. 

I be line tblt Dr. Tb-on baa writ tea per1onally 

to Mra, Rooaa•elt thankinc her . 

I hope tha t you will l et • laa•e the 180UDt. ot tba 

t.ravelltnc expenaaa 10YolYad eo t bat we can forward a cheque 

without delay. 

1Wlt:k1 
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