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~C M"'-Y TO 
, . elltOAO ST"C.(T 

Htw YOitK S. H Y. 

~If# !Jnns~illl OUu& 
I .nt .5 4llt 'ts-t 
~"" l!<od 111.1f.l!· 

Ky dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

I have Just received troa Mr. John A. Ryan, 
Assistant Manager of The University Club, your letter 
of Jovember 25, 1947, and accoapanying it the anonyaou1 
letter. 

Firat let .. say that I heartily Join with you 
in deploring anonyaous letters. I - shocked and 1urpriaed 
that one should have been written on the stationery or Tbe 
University Club, and especially one to you and of the 
character or the one enclo1ed. 

We have been very glad to coaply with your reque1t 
and we have made a seriou1 and extensive effort to identify 
the handwriting of this letter, which is returned herewith. 
I regret exceedingly that we have not been able to identify 
the handwriting, nor have we been able to trace the writer. 
I would have been particularly glad to have been able to 
do so because I deplore greatly tbe sending or tbi1 anonr-ou1 
letter. I do not understand it and i t i1 very regrettable 
that anyone should have written an anony110aa letter on 
University Club stationery, particularly one of the character 
of tb.e enclo1ed. I wi1h very IIUCh that we could be ot 
auistance in identifying the individual who wrote the 
letter. I cannot believe that 1uch a letter could have 
been written by a aember or our Club. We discourage the 
use or our stationery, but now and then it il iaproperly 
used. 

With 1incere regret that we have been unable to be 
helpful in the matter to date, believe •• 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roo1evelt 
ApartJMnt 1'-.A 
29 Washington Square, West 
Jew iork 11, I. !. 
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UN I VCU IT 'I' 9r COI..OfiiAOO 

April 7, 1947 

~r s . Franklin 0 . Roosevelt 
Apartment Six A 
29 Washington Square Wes t 
New Yor k ll, New York 

Deer Mrs . Roosevelt: 

I greo tly appr ecia t e your l etter of April 2, regarding Amer ican 
You t h for Oemocrocy . 

A cooy of our report to President S tearns is enclosed . The re­
por t " contained no r ecommendation as t o t he attitude wbicb the 
Oniversi t y should adopt with r espect to the organizat ion. Presi ­
dent S t earns dec ided , however , to bar AID f r om the campus not, I 
think, because it is communistic , but because it i s not in its 
underlying purpose the democra t i c and l iberal ins t itution which 
it purports to be . 

The ac t ion of Pr esident St earns i n banning AYD r eceived t he 
unanimous support of our Board of Regents . Whether or not it ~~s 
the right thing to do only t i me will tell . The ac t ion has caused 
e gr eat di stur bance here on the campus , the chief actors being t he 
member s of the local A~D . A meeting i s being held on the campus 
tomorrow af ternoon a t which Paul Robeson, President Stearns and 
Or . Walter Orr Rober t s (the astronomer ) v~l discuss t his and 
si:nil e r issues . 

As you have not asked tliat your l etter be kept confidential , we 
pr obably wi ll use it i n the discussions that ere almost daily tak­
i ng place . Your feeli.ng t hat the organization should no t be 
banned will gi ve so:lle comfort t o t he "dissident elements•, bu t 
your stete~ent that the ~D is the old •Young Communist League in 
new dr ess" is confirmatory of the f i ndings of the Com:nittee . Our 
local ~D• s will not admit that their organization is co=unis t 
l n sponsorship pr motivati on . 

I wns in Rome when the President di ed . I shall never forge t the 
dis~y which was evident in the face of every person I me t on t he 
morning when we r eceived the news. I t hi nk that Bri t ish, French, 
Bel giU111> Russians, Yugosl avs--all the many peoples that were 
represented in Rome a t that t ime- -felt that the tragic occurence 
placed the whol e future of the world et risk. I think that ever y­
one agreed w1 th DeGas peri when be said, "A great light has gone 
out on the borizen of humanity.• 

Sincerely yours , 

--.z~~~~ 
Edward C. King ~ eck: ahn 

enc . 
• 0 ~ •-'-----==~~ 

• 
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Un1vPrs1ty or c~lorado 
Pould~r, Col~r~do 

RPPORT OF ACTION TAKFN PP.OARDJNG TKP 

TC!' PATNP. CHAI'Tfll 

or the 
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President Robert L. Stearn• 
Univerl1ty ot Colorado 
Boulder, Colorado 

Dear President Stearnot 

' . 

In your letter of ~arch 3, 194?, you reque1ted the underi1(Did co.­
mittee , which you hed appointed to 1a9tlt1cate student orcaniaat1ono 
havinc a political aapect , to ctve 1-..dtate attention to tht orcan­
ization known as Aaerican Youth tor Deaocracy. rou a1kad ua to de· 
term1ne spec1t1eallyt 

1) Whether or not the AYD 11 a etudent orcan1aation con­
trolled by regularly enrolled student• 1n the Un1verl1ty, and, 

2) Whether or not 1t is in tact a liberal orcan1&at1on in· 
terestcd in the prosreaa1ve ideas expre11ed 1n ttl conltitution or il 
a front tor some other and undiaclosed 1deolOIY which 11 in tact 
illiberal and contrary to ou; system ot covernment. 

At its first meeting, held immediately after receipt of your letter , 
the Cocnittee decided that its tnvelticetion ahould include not only 
the activities and antecedents, but al10 the motivationl and parpoaa1 
ot ArD. It was also declded tnat the eo..Jttee would conduct the 1n­
vestication in the tollowtnc manner• 

1) By holding hearings a t which anyone intare1tad 1n AID 
misht appear !or the purpose of stvinc information or rak1nc •tata .. ntt 
r egarding AYD; 

2) By personal examination ot new1paper !ile11 report1, 
speeches, and articles perta1nins to ArD1 and, 

3) By sendinc letters ot inquiry to 1ntorr.d per1ono and 
institutions represontinc varied shade• ot political opinion. 

Pursuant to such a phn the tollowinc per1ona 1everally appeared bator• 
the Committee and save intorretion or .. de 1tatementa eoncarn1nc AYO, 
namely, Professor Walter 8. Ffanklin, Protaa1or Carl W. VoOuira, 
Prote1aor Carl w. Borcmann (taculty aponaor ot Aro)~ 1erry Oootlan 
(President or the Colorado Tom Paine Chapter of AYD , and Prien 
Wadsworth (President ot tha local Younc ftapublieana • At the ... tine 
with Jury Goodun, 1t wu auccuted that he 1.nrita Leo lalplan, Stata 
Jnter-collectate Director ot AYO, and Harold Zepelin, Colorado Stare• 
tary ot Aro, to appear before the C~ttaa1 but be waa ot the op1nir. 
thet they could add nothinc to the 1tata•nu "'bic!l G<'O<I!lllln 111-lt 
hed ude. 
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Preaident Robart L. Stearna 
Yarch 15', 1947 
Pace :> 

Your co..tttH alao exall1.,.. filal ot .,._ De117 .._.._. ... Ull 
1W! IgU tau troa thl data ot the -.utaaU• of .&D w Ull J"Hnt 
time, a.nd"""'iiia" n\IMroua repor'• of o-.•••11~ ~·-- ... ot 
othera ancecad in innatssaUIII •-Ued ua~t- an19U1H. In 
addition, your Co..tttaa aant lettera ot iaquir7 to tbl follawial 
persona and orcaniaatioaa• 

National Haedouartara, AID, Rational Aaaooiattan of ~aaataet.,.,., 
National ch .. ber or c-roe, llnal IntelUsenoe a.nt .. , ,..., Ia~l­
ligenee Servieet Paderal Bureau of Inwaat1sat1~ %bl ... 'f"'lts, 
The ~t1,, ibr!U~n Col ii'"lJafiira 1 

!!roo yn ol aae, .. na t;r ot Uta, 1'1eh1Cu Ita~ 
college, Unherdty or l'ieh1san, of Chteaco, UII1Yerait7 or 
ll1seons1n 1 New York vniverait)', 11aiftraH;r of waah1altaa at ... Ula, 
lc1H1 FJ.eanor Roo~evelt, and Uni.,.rait)' of CalUCJI'IIta, 

In each or thnae letters the addreaaea waa 1ntor.ad of the appoint• 
~~nt of the Con.1ttee and its purpoaaa1 and the deaire ot the 
Co~mittea to make a complete and impartial inveatication. The addreaa· 
ce in each caae woa invited to aend to the Coaatttea intor.-tiOD oon­
eern1fti tho ori&in, IIOtivationa, and purpoaea or AID. AI of the date 
of this report , tbe Coraittee haa reoe1Yed rapliea troa all ot tbl 
lett ers except tboao sent to tbe National Aaaosiation or l'uutaaturera 
Naval lrtellicenee , Army. lntelliaenoe, tbl ~ lfpyhl&g1 ~1111&D 
~1m ronpgp' University or ~11rornla 1 iruJ eanor llooaeffir. 
f5e letter o ra. Roosevelt waa aent onl)' a trw da;ra aao. Sha baa 
hardly had time to respond. In Ytew, ho-~Y~r, or your requeat tor a 
pr ompt r eport, we have decided not to wait for thJs and other poaaible 
replies. 

From the hearinge, our own i nveatlfattona , and the r epl i es to our 
l etters we havo aoeu~ated a cone derable a.ount of .. ~rial ra,ard­
ifti AYD. Some ot the information ia confidential, and aOM hea been 
r eturned to its source, but much or th~ ~tcrial will be kept 1n our 
tiles where it wil l be available it &Yidence eonfi~tor)' of OQr t1ad­
ings is needed. Certain other &Yidanca baa alao been .Sero•fll.ed 
and is available tn tbe tiles or the 0n1Yera1t;r Librar)'. 

TUrning now to )'OUJ' apoeitic queationa, our a....r to )'GUJ' rtra' 
question is that the Colorado TOM Pline Cheptar ot AID la a ••~' 
orcan1zat1on controlled b;r reaularl)' eiiJ'olled aWdeata la the 
Oniverlit)'. In liYins tb1a an-, we !Ml tblt a dhUMUOft _, 
be ude between tbe word •controlled" ucl tbl -d •Satl-cJ•. a, 
tbe teru of Article IV or the Cona&Uatlon ot the aU-1 -..at•· 
tion, each club aelecta ita oaa aa.a, eleeta ita GWD ottloera1 and la 
authori&ed to draw ita by-lawa in contorrit;r wtth tba Kational CGIIItl• 
t ution or AYD. There ia nothinc in tho Jattonal. CG111Ut11tton of .GD 
11111tatins 11ainat de110crat1a ope,.Uaa ot tbl 1o.1 11••• **­
autbori&ed to conduct aaab aot1Yltlea •• -.,. .. daatdad bJ tba .. lorl~ 
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Robert L. St~erna 
194? 

or the .. .,berahip in aeeorl!ance w1Cb tbe prtnchlea IIIICI CoiiiUtuUon 
ot the orcantzation. In a letter tr~ Lee larah1 lat10Dil lnter­
colleciate Director ot AYD1 written to thta Co.a~ttee tro. w .. fork 
on Narch 12, 194?1 it ia stated that AYD ia controlled b7 DO oae but 
its own 111el!lbera1 that AYD ae•bera decide uiE{ their 01111 procra• and 
activities in the moat de.ocratic .anner can dwotaa 1 and thlt 
AYD repudiate• aey atatei!Mint by &ftT orfaniaa ton1 JIU't:r, clab, or 
individual that intera or i•pliea outa de doainattan of AYD or the uaa 
ot AYD as the tool tor outside intereata. In thta letter rarab alao 
statess 

"AYD'a orcantzat1on 11 a .oclel o! de.OeJ'IC7• •ajortt)o 
decision clecta all ottieera. The only qualtticatton 
ia ~rit . The htcheat bodY ia the National Conwentton 
to whJch delccatea are eleet ed direetty trow all tbe 
clubs on a proport ionate repreaentatt on baata. !he 
National council, elec t ed by the national Conwentton~ 
carrioa out the policies or AYD between conventiona, 

rt i s our opinion that i nsofar as stn}~ot i s concerned, the above 
s ta te~nts arc probably correct!.• bua also our opinion t hat in 
one way or another t he AYD and ta member cluba are under the infl u­
ence or the COI!IEUDist Party. The r eaaon tor tbta eoncluaton will 
~ore tully appear 1n our answor to your aceond question. 

We think it will rake t or clarity if your second questi on ia d1•14ed 
into two partl Which might be reatatod as rollowao 

a) ll AYD o liberal orcani&a tion i nteres ted in the procrea• 
sive ideas expressed in ita Constitution, and, 

b) Ia AYD a front !or aomo other and undtacloaad i4eoloCY 
wh.lch ia i n fact 1ll1b<'ral and contrary t o our ayatem or cOYor~~~~ent? 

OUr r eason for this division ia tha t we are or the opinion that tha 
two parts ncod not be mut ually exclua1• •· 

OUr answer to pert a) is that AYD, inaotar • • 1ta ceneral we.barahtp 
is concerned, is probably sincerely l ntereated 1n tbe procreaat•a 
ideas expre aood 1n its Constitution. By th1a atatewent wa .aan that 
in our opinion the members 1n ceneral are interested tn tull e•plo,­
ment without d1acr im1nat1on, tree and equal educati onal oppor1un1ttea, 
a lasttnc peace, acadeatc and reltctoua treedow, raci al equal1t7l and 
tho destruct ion or taaei1m, t or instance, aubject to aueb qual1f ca­
tions as ere i•plicit in our anawer to part b) or :rour aecond 
question. 

Aa to such par t b), 1t 1a our opinion that tho orcaniaatton lln01111 •• 
American Youth tor De•oerary, which baa ita beadquartera at 



Robart J, . Stearna 
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150 Nassau Street, New York City, and which baa a cbapt er oa tha 
campus at the University ot Colorado, ia 1n ita undarly1ftl purpoae 
what is known as a Communiat front, and th•retore a • tront tor ao.a 
othor and und.1acloaed 1deol0117 which 11 1n tact illiberal and con­
trar y to our system ot covernaent.• 

This same general opinion is stated by John P. Lewis, the editor ot 
AV in a l etter to the Committee aa follows& 

"The conclusion is 1neacapable that ANrtcan Youth tor 
Democracy is, tn one t~ or another, uaed aa an inatru­
ment by the Cormuniat Party - - whether or not ita mem­
bership includes non•Co~ista." 

Professor Borg .. .ann, the faculty sponaor of the local chapter ot A!I), 
expressed the opinion that the circumstantial evidence or Co~iat 
party sponsorship ot AYD is very porsuasivo. Re ac~ed with your 
Co~mit teP. that as the Younc De~ocrats are related to the Democrati c 
Party, and the Young Republicans to the Republican Party, so it mtcht 
be said that AYD is related to the Communist Party. 

We understand that Professor Borgmann • s sponsorship of AYD did not 
r esult from a.ny sy,.,patby with CoJ!!I!IUIIlsm, as such, but rather from his 
bel1~f that problems of Co~munism and Fascism can best bP dealt with 
by permitting free organ1zation and discussion, rather than by driv­
ing such organizations underground. 

We have used th<> expression "Communist front" . 
mean that AYD was Communist in its origin, has 
and, we are convinced, is used for the purpose 
objectives of the Communist Party. 

By this ·expreaaion we 
Communist sponaorship, 
of turth~rinc certain 

The evidence that AYD i s such a Communist front , while circumstantial, 
is convincing beyond any reasonable doubt. One does not need to rely 
for his opinion upon the publ1sh@d statements of J. ?.dear Hoover, or 
upon ev1don.ce produced at congressional hea rings. In examination of 
th~ files of the ~ ~. tor a period bPginning s~ti.a prior 
to the middle of ~c~31 when plans t or the diaaolutton ot the 
Young Communist J>eague were betnc considered, up to the preaent ti,..., 
seem to us to show oonclusivelya 

1) That the Coiiii!Uilist Party, or Mlllb~ra ot the Younc 
Communis t League1 d~cided to diaaolv~ tha YCL and to re~ace it by 
another orcan1zat1on which would be 1••• vulnara~le to attack and more 
attractive to tho non~iat JOUth ot l~rica, with the idea that 
the Communist youth mD¥oaent would be carri ed f orward throuch the 
medium of the new orcan1zat1on1 
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~) That on October 16, 1943, the Younc C~1at Leaaue, an 
official orcanization of th~ Co~at Party, waa diaaolved, and that 
on t ho samr day or the following day in thP sa~ BPetinc place, the 
AYD was organized by substantially the aa.c poraona who had been the 
l enders i n YCL. F.videnee ot the truth or thea• atatements can be 
found in the til~s of the ~ ~. particularly 1n the iasues 
of October 15, 16 and 18, quotatrons-?rom which arr attached! 

3) That since its organization, AYD haa been under communist 
Party influence, and has commonly followed the C~iat Party line. 
There is much to substantiate thia vtow 1n tbo ~ which on 
numerous occasions has carrie~ advertisements o~ 
ot AYD conventions, and letters and articles discuas1ng the Ah.nPfo~ 
cooings, the progress, and thr future of AYD. A considerable dtrrer­
t nce of opinion apparently existed in the Com~1st Party as to tha 
adv1sab111 tY of tbe continued use of AYD for tho purpose or Influenc­
ing the youth of Jmer1ca rather than r eturninc to the YCL. The 
attitude or tho ~rty in this r c1srd Is Illustr Ated in a r epor t !rom 
t ho April 3, 1946, ~ Workr r , a copy of which article 1s attached 
hereto, and from w~be followiOI is quoted: 

"In the days of the YCL the Co..,un1sts 1n the youth 
~ovemcnt were confronted with the constant dilem~ or 
how to r econcile the fact that they wanted to build the 
YCL in such a way thet it would unit<> both the Communist 
and non- Communist youth and yet 1n Its name , in ita 
act1v1ty, in Its program, the YCL could not help but mske 
it a condition, 1n sctualtty, that Co....unlsm be accepted 
by the youth br fore join101· That dile~ which existed 
previously, grow out or sn incor rect conception or what 
kind of youth orgeni:tat1on the l'arx1sts ought to build 
In the UnltP.d St ot es. That 1s why we er e against a retur n 
to anything Which smacks or t hP rebu1ldinl o! another 
Communist ~rty or the youth, 

Al'l D' PROVF.D AYD 

"The t esk, as we see 1 t, 1s to help bulld the AYD alone 
the lines proposed, constantly i"'provinc, on the basta 
of tho expcr1onco and discussion, the content or ita 
work and educst1on. The tultill~ent of thta taak 1s in 
a direction which loads awPy from and ~kea a decisive 
break with any sectarian concept ot the reconstitution 
of the YCL, or the building of a youth •~ction ot the 
Co~mun1st Party or a C~ist Party or the youth in the 
UnitPd States, •••• ,, 

''Ther efore, our policy opens up two parapec!theu one, 
that the pbrty will b~coee a party with aaoa influence 
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•amona the youth, a party ot and t or the youth, •ltb 
~1101 of youth Jo1ninc the party, with the party 
r eal1y tichtlnc tor the youth! and, aecondty, the party 
will help dewelo~ the AID •• a mala, adwanced anti•taacilt 
youth oraanl uti on in which the Conuniata play a ll'adlna 
role . · 

"Tht'l l' P<'rspeetivoa arp to b~ rulhed only 1t we aucceed 
In brincin& into the rank• of th~ c~11t Party 
thous•nds ot younc prople who h&•e shown themaclwea to 
b• a~nc the best rtchtera in all the strutcles ot labor 
and th~ people ••••• • 

Cur conclusion, stoted t ore generally, 1a that thq intentions ot eany 
of the ~ember• ot t he AYD arP to turth~r and preserve llberal and 
democratic 1natitut1ons, but that In itl origin, tho ~tlvatlon or 
i t s orgenlzcrs, Ita spcnsorshlp9 and 1ta underlying purpoae, AYD ia 
en i nstrumentality or the Co~munist Pbrty. 

R~'lprcttully submitted, 

Ja!l>OI fl. Broxon 

P.arl C. Crockett 

~---~~~~------------------•Chairman 
Fdward C. King 
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• Fl-011 lll1lz lerl!er, Fl-idar,. Octebn 15, 194) 

"Rarl Browder, acneral •~eretar,r of the Co..uniat Partrt will be the 
pr incipal apeall:~r tonlaht at 7130 o 'eloell: tn hlllwttaD enter, 34th 
St. and 8th lYe., at a poblt e 1'1117!. -.t\Seh •rlat the opentna of the 
special national eRnYrntion ot tile raana Co.auntat t.arae •• ••••• • • 

• ••••••• It will cenaidor a proDOaal cal lina tor the d1aaolut10D ot tbe 
Young Co~munist Leaaue es t he httrat ata p" towar d the eatabltahaent 
of a nati on-wide, non-pertiaan, anti • f aaciat r outh oraaniaation • • • • • • • 

"Assertina1 howcvPr , that the fOUIII COII'IIIUD1at Leaaue alon. CIMOt 
bring about th~ torNtlon and arowth or thta newl7 propoaed oraantaa­
tlon, t•r. Wotu ennouncod thet tht' comrl'nt10D ta N r l'l7 1ntand~d to 
takP the "firs t atep• in this di rection • • ••••• • • 

hell l1l.lJ..I Worker. Saturday, October 16, 194) 

•Over 5,000 youna A~~er1cana, •nr eoa1na trero Yar1oua per ta ot tho 
na tion, peeked two halls at Yanhattan Center last nl&ht deap1te a 
driving rain as the Yeung C~iat LPaauP eponed ita hiatorical 
national convention to consider its own diaaolut1en and the buildina 
of a n•w national o.nti-tesel.et oraantzetton ot youth ........ 

"'You are undertaking in thil convention to r each out tor a broader 
unl ty 811\011& the youna pPoplea • eraanizat1ons, • Prowdrr told tha ral17, 
'to reach over and to dissolve old and outlived berrlPrl Which haYe 
hitherto kept apert too 1'All7 JOUth Ol'llnhatlonl which Whould haYe 
been workina in har nont ous eool'f'r lltion, to t1nd n"• road a toward the 
united ettorta ot 1!11 lliens ot our 70WII people who are tac1na the 
future with a t1rm deter~1nat1on to rold it into •~thin& better than 
thr past ....... 1 

PROPOS!': TO llJSSOLVPI 

"President Weiss informed t hr delecatea and visitor• that the conv~n­
tion tomorrow '•Ill consider • aprcitlo propoaal ot ita Ketional 
Council to d1saolvo the Youna C~tat L~acu~ in order that thoae 
youth at present associated with the Youna C~tat Leaaue .. , 
collaborate wlth youth and you th aroupa not associated with t ba JCL 
1n takinc th~ ti ra t st~p toward build1na an entirel7 new orfeniaatian, 
a new type of non- partiaan orcan1zet1on wh1eh will be eapsb I' ot unit• 
ing in its ranka .esses or potriota, ant1-teaeist routh, rP&erdleaa of 
party affi l iation ••••.• • 

•Weiss took to teak •two diatinau1abtd l iberala and procreaa1Yea,• 
Deans Oottaehall en~ Beraatraaaer of Cit7 Colleae , who rec~nt17 warned 
students t o stay away tree tha pro3ected anti•taae1a t JOUth Ol'&an1&a• 
t1on b~cauao 1t 11 a •red tront. • Their concept ot A~~er1 can r outh u 
'dupes' who con be foolnd into jo1ntna an oraeniaat1on 'like •~ 
Yokol • 11 tala ~, h~ aa1d .•. •• .. • 



Froto ~ !orl!cr, Yond117, Octob"r 18, 1 ~) 

"A new A~r1c11n ant1-taac1at :routh or1an1ut1oc waa bon at Jl'eoea 
Te•ple :reaterd~ u )):' dele1etoa, raproaentinl 190 e_,tt:r cluba, 
and 150 cueata ond obaervera ended an orlan1&1ftl con.en tlon Initiated 
by the Younc CoNIWl1at Leacue ud by uverol acore noa-c-lat :routh 
leadera . 

"The convention was celled into aeulon Soturdny oven1nc 1"""ed1ately 
following tho decision of a special national convention ot the YoUQI 
co~uniat L~ocu~ to dlaaolv• that body, 

"Y~st~rday tho now convention decld~d to na»e thP new orcanl&atlon 
•t~ricen Youth t or O.•ocrae:r,• and to place It •on tha aide of all 
that is de•ocra t1c1 Juat and procreaaiwe. • It alt o proroaed • to Join 
hands with all youth in oppot1nc ew•r:rthlnc that Ia r eactionary and 
oppressive •••• ' 

"Chos•n executlv• arcretary Will CPrl R<'u, who waa chairl'fln ot the 
NPw York Stcto Co~~ittee o! the Younc Cor~iat Leacue ••.•.••• 

"W•iss expldn~d th~t he !viii not aeeeptod thr noP'Inat1on tor ottice 
in the new oraanlzation because he plana to retire fro~ activity In 
the youth field ........ " 



r 
f ·· . ~ 

t ft• r studying tho r~port 1 PrPaident St~aPn. took •ct ton as indicate~ 
in thP. fol l owi ng statement• 

"I h~v e just r ecr ived the rPport of the special cormlttee wh•ch waa 
nproi.ntrd last "'onth to inveatigate and r&popt on student orcaniza tions 
having a pol itical aspec t and in pert ieulaP thA orcanization known as 
the Amrr 1can Youth for Democracy. 

"This r epor t is fair, thor ough and judicial and 1s available in lts 
rntir<>tr. rt conclud<>s, i n part, as follows: 'It is our opint on that 
•ho organization known as the tmerican Youth for Deaocracy, which 
~• s headquarters at 150 Nassau streot, New York City •nd which haa a 
ch• pt .. r on thP cempus of the Universlty of Colorado, is in its under ­
Jyjng purpose what is known as a c~un1st l~ont, and therefore a 
L·ont for so"'" oth~r and undisclosed ideolotp "hich 1s in fact 11-
} jb~ral And contr~ ry to our sys tPP of gOVPr~ent . 

'"l'h" communist p'ar ty has l•&al status in the United States and in 
C~lorado . /ny citjzPn, including coll og~ students, hns tho right to 
belong to it or to j oin an organization with simllnr n1Ms. This is 
prot ect•n by the Elll of Rights. But n Onivr.rsity MUSt guard unwary 
~nd iopressionablc young p~opl• by r equiring for thright and frank 
stPt eMPnts of purpose . 

"Eecnuse of th• t, I '"" direc ting the cr ncolle tion of the charter or 
t hP Tom Fnine chapter of the Amrricnn Youth for Oe~ocrncy on the 
Universi t y of col or ado ca~pus. In t aking this •ction I want to ~k• 
i t clPar thPt this institution does not int.,nd to in terfere with free 
discussion which is a vi t el pnrt of th<> educa t ional process nor is it 
opposed i n nny wr.y t o Ubeul or progressivP atudent organizations . 

"Ho,uev l"r, J aM convinced thr.t nn organization wh1ch is not what it 
pr ofosses to b• and wblch is a front for e f~reign dominated ideology 
should not - and will not - br snnetionPd on this cnMpUs ." 



Sectarf• ,_,., 
In Yod Mor•••t 
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X!ng 

Anerloan Youth ror Daaoorao:r h the old 

Young C6uun1et Leacue 1n new drue. 

1 d1el 1ke bann1.ng or&an1zat1ona be~• l* 

t he aembere so into other or&anhatlona and 

tr7 to &a1n reoo&nlt1 n under a new naae and 

lt g1ua 

have ror 

I eo not 

would toel. 

thing to do 

re .. on the:r 

t rour board 

I tl11nk the but 

an or&an1&at1on 

but to g 1ve compl etekJ 1nformnt1on to 

the students, both as to ita na ture nnd 

purpooe. 

. . .... ............................. ~ ............. . 



llonday -

0-.ttrt~~t. ER, 

Aawric&n Youth tor Oeaxrae1 11 indbputab}J the 
old YOW\,S Co.......uda·t. IAague •in a n .. dre~t.• 

I 
Th• nutation or llhat. a eolleco adalnJat.raUon • 

at..t.it.ude ahould be t..a-rd it. ia .ore d1tt1cW.t.. To fan 
1 t. rroa t.he ca.pua 1t a Yiol&t.loc\ or acad..SC ti"Mdoa, 
and an 1nettect.1ve preca.ut.lon, becauae it 1 r'11t·• 
••bera t.he:n go into ot.her orpn1uL1on.a or t.r7 t.o •t. 
neognlt.ion ta'\der a. nn na.M. Jt. 11 t iftictllt., howenr, 
t.o ad• U• a coll•&• acia1nlet.reLion t.o r.co&nl .. an 
AYll chop1.tlr "*>on ~ho~ al.&ht. JooponU" 1U CW1d1 and 
it.• good et andln& witb t.he cOMWlt\.1• 

Pf'rhapa Lhe aolut.lon .d.ght. t>. a l lowi.ns t.he &roup 
t.o ru.nct.ion with f ull 1nton-...at.1on beln.s given ti.«<ult.an­
oouel.y to t he at ude:nt body on t.he n~t.ure or t.ho or ga.n­
b.at1on . 



...,.,.,. ... ,. a~•. . 
I I Wo\.MUMI"fOM M\11\•1 Wilt? 

MI W YO•ft 11, M, 't 

llarch 27, 
l 9 4 7 

uea.r Joe , 

I have enclosed a 
letter fro~ the University of Color aao 
concerning an o.rganizbt1on lalown as 
American Youth for Democr acy . Is~hia 
the ola Young g~:!!*e*Af League 1n M 
new dress? t • 
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oo-~· 0# , ... ~ ..... 

U NIV£ftt1TY ~I' C:OLORAOO 

llarch 10, 1947 

Mrs . Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Hyde Perk 
Duchess County 
New ~ork 

Deer Madam: 

•• 

President Stearns of the Ohiversity o! Coloredo he.s appointed 
a committee consisting of t hree members o! the !aculty to make 
inquiry concerning the obJects and purposes, ot both l ocal end 
natio-nal levels , of an organization known as American Y:outb tor 
Democracy. I am c~~1roso of this co~ittee . 

It i s our desire to make our i nvestigation as complete, fair , 
a nd imparti al as possible . To this end we axe seeking to obtai n 
information from all sources suggested to us by anyone having an 
intere st in t he question. 

We have wri t ten l etters regarding t his problem to persons in i n­
stitutions i n the United States re flecting e very shade of politica l 
opinion, and al.ree.dy have received some very interesting replies . 
This morning it occured to me that your personal interest ~n 
American youth may have 1 e d you to form an opinion respecting 
American Youth for Democracy which might be very helpful to our 
committee . I wonder i f you would tell us wbat you think of the 
orgenizotion, and perheps suggest what attitude the administra­
tion of a liberal, tax- supported, educati onal i nstitution should 
take with respect to American Youth for Democracy . 

In your r esponse will you pl ease tell us what portion of your 
le t ter you wish us to trent as confidential , and what portion, 
if any, we may use in our public report. 

I would not bother you with this request if i t were not for the 
feet t hat the questi on with which we e.re confronted 1s one or 
deep concern to all of us who are interested in the preservation 
of democrati c ideals . 

Sincerely yours , 

----. ...... 4. 7'" ' 
Edward C, King 

eck: abn 
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u~ o1 M~ '.leo~wJe e~ 
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K.laa .. lYina C, Tboapaon 
.t.per\aen\ lliz .t. 
20 Waabincton Square Weat 
Iew York 11, Iew York 

J) .. r JU•• Tboapaoa: 

3211 ANGELL HALL • ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

~ Of' 1llli S&CII&TAII' 

hae 1, lN' 

I aa p-Uetul to :rena ror ;rour note or KA:r 10 rapl;riDC te 
_,. 1uqu1z:r eo \o Whether Kro. 8oo8eYol\ wo~t be OYoile~le ror 
lecture• aozt toll or winter. I haYe ainoe bet a letter troa 
tho Leigh Bureau atat iDC that \he;r are oo~e4ul1BC 4atea tor 
Mra. Booaenl t on the baalo or 1t eat Whoa abo oan rultill tho 
dates. 

I ahowet :rour note te Proaidoat ButhYen, and ho aucseatad 
t bet I write to :rou asain. Wo tint o.raelyaa ia a 4ittioult 
dilemma. We ir;r to aetioty t~e wioheo or our atudoat bod;r ia 
tbe ache4uliDC or our leot.re, oat our atudenta boYe Yoted 
oYarwbela.lncl:r tor Kra, BooaeYelt •• t heir top preteraaee. We 
are, therefore, aoat enzioue tor her to eoae. Qa the other bend, 
it we eunounoe her leoture ant later diaappoint th .. , we will 
t1ud oureelyea iD aa awkward poai tion. 

I r ealize that Kra . RooaeYelt oea aot ooaait beraelt 
datinital;r a t thia tiae; but, we would 10 eb .. d with errenae­
meuh t.bzough the Leigh Bureau end take • obaaoe oa her not 
baing able to ooae , it the epeouletioa were aoi teo creet. It 
tbore ia e reeeoaebl;r aood obenoe that Kra, RooaeYelt will tul­
tlll her leoturea 4etea, we ere perreotl;r williDC te aeke tho 
announcement at our own riok, I do not know wbetber :rou ooa 
o newer t hio queotion, but I ahould Yor;r auoh like t o know: 
Ia thoro • reaoouoblo probob1lit:r that Kra. BoooeYelt will be 
able to tult11l tho tontaUn arrenc-ata aow boilla •de b;r 
the Leisb Bureau' I ahould be crotetul tor ear tnroraatioa 
that )"OU COD SiYO ae, 
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