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OFFICE OF THE %IMM

o | Heat 544 Street
's BAOAD STACET Netws Hork 19, N1,

NEWN YORK B, MY

December 3, 1947

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I have just received from Mr. John A. Ryan,
Assistant Manager of The Universlity Club, your letter
of November 25, 1947, and accompanying i% the anonymous
letter.

First let me say that I heartily join with you
in deploring anonymous letters. I am shocked and surprised
that one should have been written on the stationery of The
University Club, and especlally one to you and of the
character of the one enclosed.

We have been very glad to comply with your request
and we have made a serious and extensive effort to identify
the handwriting of this letter, which 1s returned herewith.

I regret exceedingly that we have not been able to identify
the handwriting, nor have we been able to trace the writer.

I would have been particularly glad to have been able to

do so because I deplore greatly the sending of this anonymous
letter. I do not understand it and it 1s very regrettable
that anyone should have written an anonymous letter on
University Club stationery, particularly one of the character
of the enclosed. I wish very much that we could be of
assistance in ldentifying the individual who wrote the
letter. I cannot believe that such a letter could have

been written by a member of our Club. We discourage the
unadof our stationery, but now and then it is improperly
used.

With sincere regret that we have been unable to be
helpful in the matter to date, believe me,

Respectfully yours, [

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Apartment 15-A

29 Washington Bquare, West
New York 11, N. ¥.
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Mrs., Franklin D, Roosevelt
Apartment Six A
29 Washington Square West

New York 11, New York H|
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: i
I greatly appreciate your letter of April 2, regarding American *
Youth for Democracy. é
A copy of our report to President Stearns is enclosed. The re- i
port contained no recommendation as to the attitude which the . ’
University should adopt with respeet to the orgenization. Presi- ]
dent Stearns decided, however, to bar AYD from the campus not, I i
think, beceuse it is communistic, but because it 1s not in its i
underiying purpose the democratic and liberal institution which 3

it purports to be. j

The action of President Stearns in banning AYD received the
unenimous support of our Board of Regents. Whether or not it was 3 |
the right thing to do only time will tell, The action hes caused &

s preet disturbence here on the campus, the chief actors bteing the '
members of the local AYD. A meeting 1s being held on the campus *
tomorrow afterncon at which Paul Robeson, President Stearns and
Dr. Walter Orr Roberts (the astronomer) will discuss this and
gimilar issues,

As you have not asked that your letter be kKept confidential, we
probably will use it in the discussions that are almost duiiy taik-
ing place. Your feeling that the organizaticn should not be
banned will give some comfort to the "dissldent elements®, but
your statement thet the AYD is the old "Young Communist League in
new dress" is confirmetory of the findings of the Committee. Our
local AYD's will not edmit that their organization is communist

in sponsorship pr motivetion.

I was in Rome when the President died. I shall never forget the
dismay which was evident in the face of every person I met on the
morning when we received the news. I think that British, French,
Belglum Russiens, Yugoslavs--all the many peoples that were
represented in Rome at that time--Telt that the tragliec occurence
pleced the whole future of the world at risk. I nk that every-
one agreed with DeGasperl when he said, "A great light has gone
out on the horizen of humanity,.n"

Sincerely yours,

2w &

Edward C. King
eckiahn ¢
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RFPORT OF ACTTON TAKFY PRGARDING THF
TOV PAINF CHAPIFR
of the
AFFRICAN YOUTH FOR DFFOCRACY
at the
UNIVFRSITY OF ‘COLOPADO
Varch 15, 1947

Prosident of the University: FRobert L. Stearns
Vermbers of the Special Investigation Committee:
Dean FEdwerd C. King, Schocl of Law, Chairman

Professor Earl C. Crockett, Depertrent of Econorles
Frofessor J. W. Broxon, Department of Physics
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¥arch .15, 1947

President Robert L. Stearns
University of Colorado
Boulder, Colorado

Dear President Stearns:

In your letter of March 3, 1947, you requested the undersigned com-
mittee, which you had appointed to mtuﬂrtn student organizations
having a political aspect, to give immediate attention to the nr,:n-
{zation known as American Youth for Democracy. You asked us to de-
termine specifically:

1) Whether or not the AYD 1is a student organization con-
trolled by regularly enrclled students in the University, and,

2) Whether or not 1t is in fact a liberal organization in-
terested in the progressive ideas expressed in its constitution or is
a front for some other and undisclosed ideclogy which is in fact
111iberal and contrary to our system of government.

At 1ts first meeting, held immediately after receipt of your letter,

the Committee decided that its investigation should include not only

the activities and antecedents, but also the motivations and purposes
of AYD. It was also decided that the Committee would conduct the in-
vestigation in the following manner:

1) By holding hearings at which anyone interested in AYD
might appear for the purpose of giving information or raking statement:
regarding AYD;

2) By personal examination of newspaper files, reports,
speeches, snd articles pertaining to AYD; and,

3) By sending letters of inquiry to informed sons and
institutions representing varied shades of political npgziun.

Pursuant to such a plan the following persons severally appeared befor:
the Committee and gave inforrmation or made statements concerning AYD,
namely, Professor Walter B. Franklin, Professor Carl W. VecGuire,
Frofessor Carl W. Borgmann (faculty sponsor of AYD), Jerry Goodman
(President of the Colorado Tom Paine Chapter of m;‘. and Prian
Wadsworth (President of the local !uugg‘ g:hl!ﬂlgi . At the meeting
with Jerry Goodman, it was gested t invite Leo Kaplan, State
Inter-Collegiate Director of , and Harold ml_l,n, Colorado Secre-
tary of AYD, to appear before the Committee he was of the opinier
mt tl;m:r could add nothing to the statements vhich Goodman himself
made .,

el
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President Robert L. Stearns
¥Yarch 15, 1947
Fage 2

Your Committee alsc examined files of the Daily Worker and the
Hlm from the date of the organization of AYD to the present

me, and read numerous reports of 1 of
others engaged in investigat ed un-American
addition, your Committee sent letters of inquiry to the foll
persons and organizations:

National Headouarters, AYD, National Association of Manufacturers
National Chamber of Commerce, Naval Intelligence Service, Army -In‘al-

ligence Service, Federal Pureau of Investigation "
The Nation, i)ﬂugn , B colunﬁmrwlhn .
Frooklyn College, Queens egey versity of Utah, Vichigan Btate
tollege, University of Michigan, University of Chicago, University of
Wisconsin, New York Uni‘verui%y, University of Washington at Seattle,
Life, Fleanor Roosevelt, and University of California.

In each of thnse letters the addressee was informed of the appoint-
ment of the Committee and its purposes, and the desire of the
Committee to make a complete and mpnr{‘inl investigation. The address-
ee in each case wes invited to send to the Committee information con-
cerning the origin, motivations, and purposes of AYD. As of the date
of this repert, the Cormittee has received replies from all of the
letters except these sent to the National Assocelation of Manufacturers.

Naval Irtelligence, Army Intelligence Hmﬁ ﬂhﬂ.li*lﬂ
LQE%_LE_?, U;:iversit]r of Celifn;'n?; Eﬁ eanor Roosevelt.

i e V
%g'e Eefter o ¥rs. Roosevelt was sent only a fow days ago. 5She has
hardly had time to respond. In view, however, of your request for a
prompt report, we heve decided not to walt for this and other possible
replies,

From the hearings, our own investigations, and the replies to our
letters we have mccurulated a considerable amount of material re -
ing AYD. BSome of the information is confidential, and some has
returned to its source, but much of the material will be kept in our
files where it will be available if evidence confirmatory our find-
ings 1s needed. Certain other evidence has also been micro=filmed
and 1s available in the files of the University Library.

Turning now to your specific gquestions, our answer to your first
question 4s that the Colorade Tom Paine Chapter of AYD is a student
nrgnniz.atiun controlled by regularly enrolled students in the
University. 1In giving this answer, we feel that a distinetion must
be made between the word "controlled" and the word "influenced". By
the terms of Article IV of the Constitution of the national

tion, each club selects its own name, elects its own off . and is
authorized to draw its by-laws in conforrity with the Nati Consti=-
tution of AYD. There 1s nothing in the National Constitution of AYD
militating against democratic operation of the local elubs, which are
authorized to conduct such activities as may be decided by the majorit




President Robert L. Stearns
Yarch 15, 1947
Fage 3 .

of the membership in accordance with the principles | Constitution
of the organization. In & letter from Lee National Inter-
collegiate Director of AYD, written to this Committee from New York
on ¥arch 12, 1947, it is stated that AYD is controlled by no one but
its own members; that AYD members decide v their own program and
activities in the most democratic manner can devise; and that
AYD repudiates any statement b{ any organization ﬂrt{, club, or
individual that infers or implies outside dﬂliﬂli!ﬂﬂ of AYD or the use
of AYD s the tool for outside interests. In this letter Marsh also
states: g

"AYD's organization is & model of democracy. Wajority
decision clects all officers. The only qualification
is merit. The highest body 1s the Natlonal Convention
to which delegates are elected directly from all the
clubs on a prugnrtionnta representation basis. The
National Council, elected by the National Cunventlnni
carries out the policles of AYD between conventions.

It 1s our opinion that insofar as ggnfzg% is concerned, the above
statements are probebly correct; but 1t is also our cpinion that in
one way or snother the AYD and i1ts member clubs are under the influ-
ence of the Communist Party. The reason for this conclusion will
more fully appear in our answer to your second question.

We think it will make for clarity if your second guestion 1s divided
into two perts which might be resteted as followa:

a) TIs AYD a liberal organization interested in the progres<
sive ideas expressed in 1ts Constitution, and,

b) Is AYD a front for some other and undisclosed ideclogy
which 15 in fact 11liberal and contrary to our system of government?

Our reason for this division is that we are of the opinion that the
two parts need not be mutually exclusive.

Pur answer to part a) is that AYD, insofar as its general membership
ia concerned, 1s probably nincereiy interested in the ogressive

ideas expressed in its Constitution. By this statement we mean that

in our opinion the members in general are interested in full nnﬂu{- [
ment without diserimination, free and equal educationsl opportunities,

a lasting peace, academic and religious freedom, racial eguali and
the destruction of faseism, for instance, luginnt to such qualifica-
tions as are implicit in our answer to part of your second
question.

As to such part b), 1t is our opinion that the organizatiocn known as
American Youth for Democrary, ch has 1ts headgquarters at
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President Robert 1. Stearns
Yarcéh 151 1947
Fage 4

150 Nassau Street, New York City, and which has a cha on the
campus of the University of Colorado, 1s in its under e
what is known as a Communist front, and therefore a "front for some
other and undisclosed ideclogy which i1s in fact 1lliberal and con=-
trary to our system of government."

This same general opinion 1s stated by John P. Lewis, the editor of
P in a letter to the Committee as follows:

"The conclusion is inescapable that American Youth for
Damoeraey 1s, in one form or another, used as an instru-
ment by the Coermunist Party - ~ whether or not 1ts mem-
bership inecludes non«Communists.”

Frofessor Borgmann, the faculty sponsor of the local chapter of AYD,
expressed the opinion that the eircumstantial evidence of Communist
party sponsorship of AYD is very persuasive. He agreed with your
Committes that as the Young Democrats are related to the Democratic
Farty, and the Young Republicans to the Republican Party, so it might
be sald that AYD is related to the Communist Party.

#e understand that Frofessor Borgmann's sponsorship of AYD did not
result from any sympathy with Communism, as such, t rather from his
belief that problems of Communism and Fascism can best be dealt with
by permitting free organization and discussion, rather than by driv-
ing such orgznizations underground.

We have used the expression "Communist front". By this expression we
mean that AYD wes Communist in its origin, has Communist sponsorship, -
and, we are convinced, is used for the purpose of furthering certain
objectives of the Communist Farty.

The evidence that AYD 1s such a Communist front, while circumstantial,
is convinecing beyond any ressonable doubt. One does not need to rely
for his cpinien upon the published statements of J. Fdgar Hoover, or
upon evidence produced at congressional hearings. #An examination of
the files of the er, for a periocd he:inning sometime prior
to the middle of October, 3y when plans for the dissolution of the
Young Communist League were being considered, up to the present time,
seem to us to show conclusively:

1) That the Communist Party, or members of the Immi
Communist League, declided to dissolve the YCL and to replace it by
another or:ani:a%ion which would be less vulneratle to attack and more

attractive to the non=Comrmunist {m of !:ﬁ:i;i,’ ﬂ:h t;r -‘1% ‘that
carried forwar oug

the Communist youth movement wou
medium of the new organizationg




President Robert L. Stearns
Yarch 15, 1947
Fage 5

?) That on October 16, 1943, the Young Cormunist League, an
official organization of the Communist Party, was dissolved, and that
on the same day or the following day in the same meeting place, the
AYD was organized by substantially the same persons who had been the
leaders in ¥YCL. Fvidence of the truth of these statements can be
found in the files of the i y particvlarly in the issues

of October 15, 16 and 18, quotations from which are attached;

3) That since its organization, AYD has been under Communist
Farty influenee, and has commonly followed the Communist Farty line.
There is much to substantiate this view in the s+ Which on
numcrous ocecasions has carried advertisements o meetings, reports
of AYD conventions, and letters and articles discussing the short-
comings, the progress, and the future of AYD. A considerable differ-
ence of opinion apparently existed in the Communist Party as to the
advisability of the continued use of AYD for the purpose of influenc-
ing the youth of #merica rather than returning to the ¥CL. The
attitude of the Party in this regard is illustrated in a report from
the April 3, 1946, , 8 copy of which article is attached
hereto, and from whie he following 1s guoted:

"In the days of the YCL the Communists in the youth
movement were confronted with the constant dilemma of
how to reconcile the faet that they wanted to bulld the
¥CL in such a way thet 1t would unite both the Communist
and non-Communist youth and yet in its name, in its
activity, in 1ts program, the YCL could not help but make
it a condition, in actuality, that Communism be accepted
by the youth before joining. That dilemma which existed
previously, grow out of an incorrect conception of what
kind of youth orgenization the Marxists ought to build
in the United States. That 1s why we are against a return
to anything which smacks of the rebuilding of another
Communist Party of the youth.

AN TMPFROVFD AYD

"The tesk, as we see it, i3 to help build the AYD along

the lines proposed, constantly improving, on the basis

of the experience and discussion, the content of its

work end edvcation. The fulfillrent of this task is in

a direction which leads awey from and makes a decisive |
break with eny sectnrian concept of the reconstitution

of the ¥CL, of the building of a youth section of the |
Communist %artr or a Communist Farty of the youth in the

United StatesSeccesss

"Therefore, our policy opens up two perspedtives: one, 1
that the party will_becone a party with mass influence i |




esident Robert L. Stearns
Varch 15, 1947
Page 6

"among the youth, a party of and for the youth, with
masses of iuuth Joining the party, with the party
really fighti for the yout and, secondly, the par

; ty
will help develor the AYD as a mass, advanced anti-fascist

youth organization in which the Cormunists play a leading
role.

"These perspectives are to be realized only i1f we succeed
in bringing into the ranks of the Communist Party
thousends of young people who have shown themselves to
be among the best fighters in all the struggles of labor
and the people.s.:."

Cur conclusion, stated more genereslly, 1s that the intentions of many

of the members of the AYD are to further and preserve liberal and
demoeratic institutions, but that in its origin, the motivation of
its organizers, its sponsorship; and 1ts underlying purpose, AYD is

an instrumentality of the Communist Party.

Respectfully submitted,

James W. Broxon

Farl C. Crockett

Fdward C. King

———— Rtk i

sChairman

Rl T T ——



From Deily Worker, Friday, October 15, 1943

"Farl Browder, general secretary of the Communist Party, will be the
principal speaker tonight at 7:30 o'clock in Vanhettan Center, 34th
5t. and Bth Mve., at a Enbne rally, which marke the cpening of the
ﬂpEﬂiﬂl national convention of the }m Cbﬂmﬂﬂ.lt tl-.mliitololo

" wesssedt will consider a grnzuul ealling for the dissclution of the
Young Cormunist League as the "first step” toward the establishment
of & nation-wide, non-partisan, anti-fascist youth organization.......

"psserting, however, that the Young Compunist League alone cannot
bring about the formetion and growth of this newly proposed organiza-
tion, ¥r. Weiss announced that the convention is merely intended to
take the "first step" in this direction.ssses.a™

From Daily Worker, Saturday, October 16, 1943

"Over 5,000 young Americans, many coming fror various parts of the
nation, packed two halls at Manhatten Center last night despite a
driving rain as the Young Communist Lesgus opened its historieal
naticnal cenvention to consider its own dissolution and the building
of a new nationel anti-faselst organization of youtheseesvss

"1¥ou are undertaking in this convention to reach out for a broader
unity among the young peoples' organizations,' Prowder told the rally,
"to reach over and to dissolve old and cutlived berriers which heve
hitherto kept apart too many youth organizations which whould have
been working in harmoniovs cooperation, to find new roads toward the
united efforts of mi 1lions of our young Eaupla who are fhcinf the
future with a firm determination to mold it into sormething better than
the pagt.cecans’

FROPOSF. TO DISSOLVE

"pPresident Weiss informed the delegates and visitors that the conven-
tion tomorrow 'will consider a specific proposal of 1ts National
Council to dissolve the Young Communist League in order that these
youth at prosent assoclated with the Young Communist League nngﬂ
collaborate with youth and youth groups not assoclated with the ¥YCL
in taking the first step toward building an entirely new organization,
n new type of non-partisan orgenizetion which will be capable of unit-
ing in 1ts ranks masses of patriots, anti-fascist youth, regardless of
party affitiation......"

"Weiss took to task "two distingulshed 1liberals and 'go:ﬂuhu.'
Deans Gottschall end Bergstrasser of City College, recently werned
students to stay away from the projected anti-faseist youth organiza-
tion because it is a 'red front,' Their concept of American youth as
'dupes' who can be fooled into joining an organization 'like some
Yokel! 1s false, he sald......."




From Daily Worker, Yonday, October 18, 1943

"A new American anti-faseist youth organization was born at Mecca
Temple yesterday as 3132 delegates, representing 190 community clubs,
and 150 guests and observers ended an organizing convention initiated
bty the Young Communist Lemgue and by several score non-Communist youth
leaders.

"The convention was called into session Saturday evening irmpediately
following the decision of a special national convention of the Young
Communist League to dissolve that body.

"Yesterday the new convention decided to name the new organization
timerican Youth for Demoecracy," and to place i1t 'on the side of all
that is democratie, Just and progressive.,' It also proposed 'to join
hands with all youth in opposing everything thet is reectionary and
oppressive....!

"Chosen executive seceretary was Cerl Foss, who was chairman of the
New York Stnte Cormittee of the Young Cormunist League........

"Weiss explain~d that he had not accepted the norination for office
in the new organization because he plans to retire from activity in
the youth fleld.eecsssss"



ifter stud{ini the report, President Stearns tcok rction as indicated
in the following statenentl

*T have just recrived the report of the speclal cormittee which was
aprointed last month to investigate and report on studeont organizations
having a political aspect and in particular the organization known as
the Amrriecan Youth for Democracy.

"This report is fair, thorough end judiciel and is available in its
rntirety. Tt concludes, in part, as follows: 'It is our opinion that
the organization known as the /merican Youth for Democracy, which

krs headguarters at 150 Nassau street, New York City snd wﬂich has a
chapter en the cempus of the University of Colorado, is in its under-
lying purpose what 1s known as a communist ont, and therefore a
feent for some other and undisclosed ideoclof® which is in fact 11-
liberal and contrary to our system of government.

"The communist party has legal status in the Unlited States and in
Crlorado. fIny citizen, including collegr students, has the right to
belong to 1t or te join an organization with similar aims. This is
protected by the Bi11 of Rights. Put a University must guard unwary

cnd impressionable young people by requiring forthright and frank
stotements of purpose,

"Pegnuse of thet, I am directing the cencellation of the charter of
the Tom Faine chapter of the American Youth for Democracy on the
University of Colorade ecampus. In taking this erction I want to make
1t elear thet this institution does not Intend to interfere with free
discussion which 1s a vitel pert of the educational process nor is it
opposed in any wey to liberel or progressive student orgenizations.

"However, T am convinced thnt nn organization which is not what 1t
professes to be and which is & front for a foreign dominated i1declogy
should not - and will not - br sancetioned on this campus.”
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Sectarian Danger Among Youth

(Coniinued from Page 11}

eur ackive youlh lorces Logeilser, In
mlving them guidance and Marxisi
educatlon. At Lhe sams Lhine we
strongly warn sgalnst  permitiing
such clubs lo hamper the devebop-
ment of olher new forms of sctivity
or organiailons; againal alloming
Lhese cluba lo become an excuse for
avulding Twll responsibliily for
roulh work by olher party argand-
Eatlons; and sgsinsd & tendency (o
remave young Commuenlils  from
mass work by Invelvement ln party
work related Lo these specific clubs
ROLE OF YOUTH CLUBRS

What were Lh: reasons for Lhe
formabion of thes youlh eluba?
They were formed la fulfll certaln
Epcifie needs: First, (he Inabllity
of Whe AYD &i Lhe present Llne Lo
satialy the desire of Lhe party mem-
bers working In the AYD for
Marxist  educallon. sn  Inability
which was & heritage In the AYD
of the raveges of revislonbsm In
tne pariy, secondly, the party, in
arder lo make sl least  beglnning
In overcoming Its complele neglect
of work among Lhe youth, peeded
special forma for work among the
youth and for bullding the pary
amang the youlh. In thess respects
the youlh clubs of Lhe pariy have
proven iheir valus b many plhases
of pur work, They have been real
spark plugs for party setlvity gen-
erally, and have specifically shown
thelr walue In stbmulaling recrult-
ment among young people Inlo ihe
ety

It 18 not Lhe purpose of Lhe party
ko ralablish youlln clubs Lo lay Ihe
basls for the reestabllshment of the
FOL Thess youlh clubs do not

= TV B g e S T

organizationnal forms In the parly
FERSPECTIVES

Therefore, our policy opens up
wo perapeciives; one, (hal the party |
will become & parly with mass In-
fuence mmong the youlh, a party |
of and for the youlh, with masses
of youth jolning Lhe party, with the




¥ing
anerican Youth for Demoeracy le the old

Young Cammunist League in new dress.

I dislike banning organilzations because X%
the members go in%o other organizatione and
try to gailn recognitiqn under a new name and
1t gives the unplunilt the reason thay

have for being de tful.

I 4o not know, however\ wHat your board
would feel. Personally\I|think the best
thing to do 1s not te b jnn organization
but te glve completekXx information to

the studénte, both as to its nature and

purpoge.
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Deareat ER,

American Youth for Democracy is indisputably the
old Young Communist League "in a new dress,”

L]

The nuestion of what a college administration s
attitude should be toward it is more difficult. To Ban
it from the campus is & violation of academic freedom,
and an ineffective precauticn, because Hoordmpiyits
members then go into other organizations or try to get
recognition under a new name. It is difficult, howsver,
tc advise a college administration to recognize an
AYD chaptar when that might jeopardise its funds and
its good standing with the commundty.

Perhaps the solution might be allowing the group
to function with full information being given simultan-
epusly to the student body on the nature of the organ-
ization.

Love,

——
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APANTHENT I8 & 4
20 WASHINGTON BQUARE WEST

HEW YORK 11, M, Y.

March 27,
1947

Uear Joe,

T have enclosed &
letter from the University of Colorade
concerning an organizatlion lnown 2:
American Youth for Democracy. Isskhis
the old Young w League in &
new dress? t

Binpenely, ‘Js‘“"

Kz
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UNIVERSITY Q_F COLORADD

BOULDER. COLORADD

March 10, 1947 y

BEHOOL BF LA
CECE OF Teill DElan

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt

Hyde Perk

Duchess County s . £
New York

Dear Madams:

President Stearns of the University of Colorade has appointed

a committee consisting of three members of the facult{ to make
inguiry concerning the objects and purposes, at both local and
national levels, of an organization lmown as Americen Youth for
Democracy. I am chairman of this committee.

It is our desire to meke our investigation as complete, fair,
ond impartisl ss possible. To this end we mare seeking to obtain
informetion from mll sources suggested to us by enyone heving en
interest in the gquestion.

We have written letters regarding this problem to persocns in in-
stitutions in the United States reflecting every shade of political
ﬂﬁiniﬂn’ and already have recelved some very interesting replies.
This morning it occured to me that your perscnal interest in
American youth may have 1 ed you to form an copinion respecting
Americen Youth for Democracy which might be very helpful to our
committee. I wonder if you would tell us what you think of the
organization, end perheps suggest what attitude the administra-
tion of = liberal, tax-supported, educational institution should
take with respect to Americen Youth for Democracy.

In your response will you please tell us what portion of your
letter you wish us to treat as confidentiel, and what portion,
if any, we mey use Iin our public repeort.

I would not bother you with this request if it were not for the
fact that the guestion with which we are confronted i1s one of
deep concern to all of us who are interested in the preservation
of democratic ideals.

S8incerely yours,

.
|

“‘“Eluw-rlh.ﬁi‘fiu
Edward C., King A
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University of Michigan Lecture Courde

June 3, 1947

Miss Malvina C, Thompson
Apartment Six 4

£9 Washington Square West
New York 11, New York

Dear Miss Thompson:

I am grateful %o you for your ncte of May 20 replying te
my inquiry as to whether Mrs. Roosevelt would be avallable for
lectures next fall or winter. I have sinee had a letter from
the Leigh Bureau stating that they are scheduling dates for
Mrs, Roosevelt on the basia of if and when she can fulfill the
datea.

I showed your note te President Ruthven, and he suggested
that I write to you again., We find ourselves in a diffieult
dilemme. We try to satisfy the wishes of our student body in
the scheduling of our lectures and our students have voted
overwhelmingly for Mrs. Hoocsevelt as their top g:nrir-nnt, We
are, therefore, most anxious for her to come. the cther hand,
if we anncunece her lecture and later disappoint them, we will
find curselves in an awkward peosition.

I realize that Mra., Rocsevelt cen not commit herself
definitely at this time; but, we would go ahead with arrange-
ments through the Leigh Bureau and teke & chance on her not
being eble to come, if the speculation were not teo great. If
there is & reasonably good chanee that Mrs. Roosevelt will ful-
£111 her lectures dates, we are perfectly willing %o meake the
anncouncement &t our own risk. I do not know whether you ocan
answer this question, but I should very much like to know:

Is there a reasonable probability that Mrs. Roosevelt will be
eble to fulfill the tentative arrangements now being made by
the Leigh Bureau? I should be grateful for anmy information

that you can give me.
5:41-11: yours,

Carl G, Brandt
Seoretary, Committee on
University Lectures .
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Dear Er, Brandt A

In soewer 40 your letier of June
3rd, I think it womld be unwise Lo aonoumpe
the probability of Mrs, Roosavelt's spmking
at Anp Arboy this fall or winter,

Lrs. Scoseveli's definite and
possibls commitments which are &8 followy Eake
it bzpoasible to premiem ,

In late ingust and sarly Septenmber,
thy Foran Rights Cosmission meets at laks Oncoess
for aboat thres weoks, Ais you knod, “me, :
Deasoyelt §s Chairoan of the Commispion, Bhe
has heard unoffiolally that she may be Foap—
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pcintsd as de)agate to the United Eatiens
sral Aspembly which mests immadiately after ;
Musen Rights Comnission meatings end, The last A
Jeperal depombly cet for two momthe and 4t is e L.
" hard work from 8 A.M, to 6 ar 7 P i, with !
gquant svening moetirga, L

fre-
. In February the Ruman Rights Com- ;i
edesicn will probably meet in Bwl :
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ARIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERWATION
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