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J. WALTER THOMPSON COMPANY

420 LEXINGTON AVENUE
Kiw Yoax

April 9, 1947,

gerard W. van Loon
L09 Bast S52nd St.
New York, M.Y.
Vrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt

29 Washington Square, West
New York 11, New York.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt;

Binos UMr. Gerard W. van Loon
has given your name B8 a personal refersnoe,
we are writing to ask your opinion of this
applicant's sultability to the advertlsing
field,

Wo would appreoiate any additional
infermation whioh you feel would tend to as-
gist us in adjusting this potential employee
to assignments in this agenoy.

Thanking you in advance for your
courtsous attentlion to our request, I am,

Very truly yours,

Bl &@fﬁ%

4

FERSONNEL MANAGER

Carel Pield Derby:MF Ln(_
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, '
(GRRMANS, GLOOMY, frnSoaii By"surty '
SINK INTO APATHY

In Western Zones, ths Senze
of Hope Has Died—In East,
Fear of Russia Pravails

By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT
Spacial b Tae Kiw Tous Tides,

FRANKFORT ON THE MAIN,

| Germany, April 14—In searching
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by implication ressrving the welo
power,

Although Mr. Molotov did go so
far ax to talk in great detall about
the proposed pact and although he
submitted & careful study in Lhe
form of revisions and suggestions,
United Btates diplomatists were
not wery cptimistic tonight.

Another lo

cusalon seemed to be in the offing

ited|—a discussion that would lnvalve

its
T
pla-
ita
en-

lish
ihr,
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sal-

all the basle issues on which thare
already has been d.l.ll.l‘.l“llllﬂl-nl..
However, the Council la gradually
earing tha end of Ita & and
t is in this od that Boviet bar-
Eeining me mocelerate, It la)
po.lﬂzfl that there may be a sud-
den decision more favorable than
the implications of this afternoon.

a sucoesaful future, Learn & lrade
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and complex dis-|Alam Pasha,

A trpde ls the siralghl road to)'

WAFDISTS AT FUNERAL
20,000 Pay Tribute to Sabry Ab
Alam Pasha in Cairo
[ ———
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Dear REanen:

Herman Corwin,
America's outstanding radio  writer,
gave the Unitarian Serviee Commitles
a splendid tribute on ita medical mis-
sion in Czechoslovakia on his coast-to-
“One World Flight,”

coasl Program,
over C.B.S,, February 18. He quoted a
Crech newspaper as saying: “This kind

of work is what inlernational relations
ought to be.” The broadcast was the
sixth in & series prepared as a part of
Mr. Corwin's trip around the world on
the Wendell Willkie Award.

Charles Francis Adomas,
former Secretary of the Navy; Arthur
Coolidge, Lieutenant Governor of Mas-
snchusetts; Bancroft Beatley, President
of Simmons College; and 200 other
Unitarian lavmen red March 2 in
Arlington Street urch, Boston, for a
dinner and achievement award ocere
mony (see page 174). Our notes of
the occasion include [, Samnoel A
Elict's salty peroration: “I like a mili-
tant type of churchmanship! We must
be nggressive, not defensive,”

"Seventeen,”
the magazine for teen-agers, with a cir-
culation of 1,000,000, published an
article in its March fssue, “Careers with
Tomorrow's Teens,” by Martha H.
Fletcher, Associate Director of Ameri-
can Unitarian Youth, 194345,

Louis Adamic's
words on the American tradition are
taken from a sermon preached January
26 in the Unitarian Church of Essex
County, Orange, N, J.:

Whether or not we can avoid World
War II1, 1 don't know: but | do know
that if we don't try to avoid it, nothing
else is worth trying or doing. If we
don't st least try to avoid it, everything
else is [utile and Judicrous, and worse

devastating.

It is futile to bear and rear children,
It is vain to wonder about-the kmd ni
curtaing you'll hang up in the
It i= futile 1o write lnjl read boo l|:|

o to lectures or to church or school,
t is silly to worry about being called
a Red or o Communist, or whalever; or
about being hauled up before the Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities. It
is futile to work at your job, whatever
it may be., It Is worse than futile to
worry about keeping on the good side
of whoever can take that job away
from you.

Destruction or upbuilding? 1 don't
know, I can merely suggest a line of
thinking that is necessary if it is to lead

—_ON THE NETWORKS—

March 30—11:30 a. m, EST.
MUTUAL network (117
stotions) . Rev. John Micholls
Booth on ""Have We Out-
grown Our Superstitions?”

April 11—10:15 a. m. EST,
ABC network. Rev.

Mcl. Greeley on nriu
“Faith in Qur TIm..”

April 13—4:30 m. EST.
MBC network (80 stations) .
Dr. Frederick M. Eliot on
“#bove All Other Liberties,”

April 6, 13, 20, 27—3:30p. m.

EST. WRUL (short wove,
15.29 ., 25 maters) . Dr.
Herbert Hitchen on a Pro-

gram for Free Religion,

to any sort of sound action, any sort of
futare. | can do no better than to stress
the American tradition. “All men are
created equal.” That may be pmph
ey,

!:i'.lr or peace? | don't kmow. It

" largely on us
ﬁmﬂ or rgm}“ can extricate our-
selves from the com crisis of our
inner national life, T don't know. In
this uncertainty, only one thing scems
worth while, of what we are
in for, 1 am for being an American in
the best tradition, which is to say, be-
ing n man or woman o posed
tns'h'hlt he or she rega I.l,I:E]'IE or
unsound; being o Ir for what s
sound and true. re s po thrill in
being 8 worm, in -llnwin onesalf to be
llrppnd on, to be intimidated by prop-
nganda

w:nmdtn brlpelcl:ndltr A few
nights ago 1 picked up Herman Mel-
ville's Moby Dick, and | came on these
words: “Nothing can lift the heart of a
man like manhood in another man,™

Those desiring the entire sermon
should write the editor.

Thomas Jefferson
prizes for sdvancement of democracy
were recently awarded to Dr. Harlow
Shapley and Dr. Homer T. Rainey, two
former contributors ta the Register, by
the Couneil ainst  Intolerance in
America which its awards on a
poll of 500 city sditors and 1,500 civie
Eroups.

‘Wendell Berge,
o Unitarian who served as Assistant

Attorney General in ehnrlnflhhhh
trust [ivision of the

The Christian
REGISTER

UNITARIAN
Founded 18621

The oldest religious journel of
continuows publication in America.

Enrron: Stephen H. Fritchman
Asmrant Eorrom: Charlotte 1.
West

News Evrrom: Edward Darling
Cimcvtarion Maiwsoes: Elizabeth
Brainerd

c!mn- Law- ‘
mﬁm Med-
nn.mnw ]

M. Eliot, Cam
Goodell, Jr.,
Alfred R, Hl‘-‘lﬂl"
Palfrey Perkina, Boston

Way yrd, Mam;
!I"I;mmlh:

Published by the Division of
Publications, American
Unitarian Association
Avvisony Couwcn: Everelt Moore
Haker, Wellealey Hilla, Chair-
man; Edwin B. Goodell, Ir., Way-
Innd, Mass; Dunean Howlett,
Boston; Mrs. Danforth B. Lin-
coln, Milton, Mnss; Eduand C.
Lindeman, New York; Hamilton
M. Warren, New York.
Dimecron: Melvin Armold

ment, (see his article in the Register,
November, 1946) has recently resigned.
The Register salutes & valiant warrior
against mom&lr prm:lmu and u

Ef.‘lnmd:
Challenge 1o a Free WH
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COVER PICTURE
Arthur Poinier, cartoonist for
the Detroit Free Press, contributed {
the Channing drawing for this
g e g o L
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IT IS NOT FOR SALE AT ANY PRICE

Our free faith can be spread by new and consecrated
purpose, to make it a powerful influence in the world.
YOUR DENOMINATIONAL URGMHGNS NEED
$376,000 BEFORE MAY 1ST
to finance their current operating budgets
GIVE GENEROUSLY NOW
Send your chiook 40 yone dinrdly Troswutee cete Bha.
Umumnmkﬁmmwﬁw

O ; UNITARIAN 3 A '.:._‘..n-l_'ﬁ-:'-.
AMERICAN UNTTARIAN YOUTH UNITARIAN :
MEADVILLE CONFERENCE

’ E COMMITTEE
; - - WMON FRARIY
EOUTHWESTERN % ] A -
Cm
. ' ."i‘. ey
N
4TFS
el 5 A ST




IT SEEMS TO0 US TABLE O#F CONTE

It has coma  Crow law, and with widespread VORERN - AN, 190
anoe

o knowl that some of our :
._-a..E 13:9 sending in an in-  wonder what we have Registered Mail
bia It Seems to Us

finitesimal sum in token payment or are  Niemoller's or
refusing entirely to support the United :ﬂ:ﬁm _t:ﬂ s
A 4 dane wo Germany Editorials -
Pmlmﬁuechu.ﬂuhhh!t Hanmy E, Witiiams, .
ﬁemmulnl I'fl‘l“";‘:“ sl our l.l'nh.-ﬁi:; " & Unitarian Horizons
u@fﬁ“mm ﬁau& i our America Must AoverTise
By Gerard Willem van Loon

Unitarian Advance into a Retreat |
Hici asp IsMrrecyanLe 142 ; |

In the past two years great strides
have been made. Now they are in ou
By Frederick May Eliot
Emrromtan 143 3

midst tearing down Il:h ll:l.uc;luﬁ- We are
trying to build ever higher, to be warthy
ol the glorious heritage of this faith for
the living, that has been handed to ns. By Lawrence G. Brooks |
Now we “beavers” must work des- !
I Mer Evmore’s Yourn 144
By . Richard Kuch
A tribule to the excellent wark done
by Mr. Noyes Collinson and to The 1945, “Tue Mmastay?  Nurs!® 145
Christian Register for giving us the answer By Duncan Howlett
finest and most talked of religious jour-  Luther: Hider's Spiritual Ancestor,
ed Appeal Chairman, from the “Luther caricature” of Peter Graham and John Ha
Unii i rom A, a
Third Unitarian Charch, Chicago  Wiener, on Lather’s alloged advice 1 Holen i
The letter enclosed a check for $600— the
Ed e . ants. Again, in the interest of Acmion—Nor BLUEPRINTS 149
L your
| am afrald that before they accept the Meyer-
as
The Christian Register on Capads, The Dachan Sermons by Martin Niemoeller,
oaly feature we did not like was the Just FH‘NH by and God i Awemica Must Croose 451
ludicrously silly cover, my Fuehrer, % last 28 ser- By Piorre van Passsen
Romert Leccer, Toronte, Connda mil H! ore he was confined to the !
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perately to repair the damasge done to

the fine dam we have been building,

nal of taday, I note, for example, that your es- Symposm on DisanuaMENT 146
Beatmice C. Anc, teemed contributor has quoted verbatim By Alfred Stiernotte,

1 am late in writing you thet my wile Kl

and | appreciated the special fsue of might well read also such works

ulmwnutldﬂnﬂrmm The Church of the Larger |
Please put me %lhnd?:.i.tha Philosophical Y, Fellowship 150
on the m:i};rﬁf list of the Register and ™°% Exwix H. B Baltimors 3
ssnd ma s Kl N H. w. Service at Home and Abroad b
Lowvms Apasie, Milford, N. J. May | congratulate ited Unitarian Appeal 162 |
2 you on the general contents of The = % |
et e Iﬁ?m': ﬁﬁmxmh.mhw Books in Review 163
AL when Yoo wrote Orwa i & -
Bible™ you had your beck b your gail 1o p-iu-rﬂ-r on Mu;n_:;,b; News of the Unisarian W orid 166
The Bible encourages dependence on an is true to fact. In my new haok, Newes from Headquarters 172
h}'_pﬂﬂ'jﬂ.lr.‘ﬂ ﬂl#l'l’!.lj power Lo t!'} the The ﬂw“mlhmm,
things that are our job amd for which we P that confirm his view of the de- Laymen's Lesgue Bulletin 174 3
have the potentinl capability, In so ﬂ'ﬂg of German Christianity, espe-
doing it is a sprag in the wheels of cislly in the Preface, Chapters 1 and —
Enpm. Shame on us that we should [ On 160-1, you will find an NI S
ve 1o go back 1o the childhood of the an Niemoller, viz., how We are indebled to the following
race for inspiration for today's living! |is references in a sermon | for res in this issue: to Bayer- {
What have we been doing all this time? veore deleted in the translation, Huhnﬂihh-nm
Artnun B Hewson, Chicage  In this duy of reaction it is very gratify- | 139 and 140 and to Hildegard Stein-
ing to read The Christian Reglater, -l_llﬁrﬂﬂ-m“l:n
! The February issue Cosman H. MoEHLMAN, Mﬂr‘:‘w that on
cantained n rather convincing exposé Projessor Emeritus, i to the Unitarian EI"I:I
mllﬂl Rosenblum  Photo  for

on Pastor Niemoller. While there is Colgate-Rochester Divinity Sehool
not much point i:'hﬂlﬁhg him as
some super-Christien, neither is there I had
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Twis macazing has reported for the past 12 on
many astonishing evidences of Unitarian energy for the
betterment of n troubled world, A medical mission to
Czeshoslovakin; mass pamphleteering for bald religious
freedom in n period of reaction; the establishment of new
churches in Phoenix, West Shore Cleveland and Arlington,
Va.; the conducting of Unitarian seminars for college undes-
graduates in Maine, Missouri, [llinois and New York; the
initiation of & new program of aid for migrant workers and
their children in the Southwest; the proclamation of re-
ligious freedom of speech and worship from cur pulpits
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, in semson and out — these
are portions of a story of which we can be very proud.
Never were Unilarians so busy at so many necessary tasks,

But the money for this work comes slowly. Giving to
their church is il an unlearned habit with many Uni-
tarlans. Never was oir gospel more necessary. This is a
time when every Unitarian should double his gift to the
Unitarian Appeal which is CI]H'J‘IE for $376,824. The work
of n free, liberal church muost not fail, We dare not with.
draw from any front where Unitarians are st work for
liberty — not in Europe or Americs, not in preaching or
publications or humanitarian relief, In the month of April
the balance of §261 898,04 must be mobilized. Checks and
money orders, II.I'EE and amall, should be forwarded before
April 30 to the United Appeal chairman of your local Uni-
tatian church or sent directly to the United Unitarian
Appeal at 25 Beacon Street, Boston.

5t Paul, a very practical churchman, never ohscured
the importance of money in the prosecution of religious
work., Unitarians can learn fnance il not w fram
the man of Tarsus.

NOW IS THE TIME - MAY 22

Tue Usitamians, like many other religions peopls in
Americn today, are having to search their hearts deeply
and ask: “Do we really mean to stand for our fandamental
religious principles-in o peried of Increasing tensfon and
reaction?"

It is the sober conviction of the editor of this magazine
that May 22 will be a very significant date in Unitarian
histary. The reasom can be stated clearly. May 22 is the
date of the Annual Meeting of the American Unitarian
Associntion. If on that day every church from San Diego
to Esstpert, from Winnipeg to Mismi, sends delegates to -
represent the will of our rank and file membership, a liberal
church will be assured. 1f the delegates do not come, a
small but active minority of Unitarians could possibly
reverse the direction of our demomination and make our
principles of freedom null and veid. The churches eould
by default permit o reversal of the last ten years of Uni-
tarian progress.  This small minority could, H-wuccessful,

4l

mm"ju.wmdﬁcm !Hq
their cynicism regarding the rank and n of our
land be thoroughly rebuked by the largest annual meeting
in 122 years! trlge
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CNITARIAN HORIZONSE

SAS T

UNITARIANS ARE APT Lo be moderate men and women, They
seldom go to extremes.  Indeed, they have a sart af instine.
tive distrust of all extremists — intellectually, emationally,
nnd in the realm of sction. Not Luther bot Erssmus is
their patron saint. Even when they admit to admiration
fur men of violent temperament, there is o grodging quality
to the admission, They pl.-su high value on the virtues of
sell-control, reasonableness and  coolheaded  judgment
They are not averse to & reputation for commaon sense, good
taste, and something that may be called at least the begin-
ning of wisdom. They are moderste people.

But there are two kinds of moderation. One is neutral,
colorless, canticus, Inint-hearted. The other s positive,
vigorous, powerful. When the moderation of Unitarians
is of the former kind, it makes them negligible, When it
is of the latter kind, it inspires them 1o herolc and effective
setion that the world cannot neglect or ignore.

In itself a fire

John Buchan, in an essay on Montrose, tells us that
“there is o moderation which is in itself a fire, where en-
thusinsm burns ne fiercely for the whole truth as it com-
monly does for half-truths, where toleration becomess not
a policy but an act of religion.” Then he goes on to say,
“Such inspired moderstion is usually found in an age of
violent contraries,” and as examples of what he means he
cites Henry 1V of France, William the Silent, and Montrose.
He might well have pdded the names of William Elery
Channing and Abraham Lincoln, of Williom Penn and
Thomas G. Masaryk. Of them all it may be said that “it
needs a fiery soul to enforce moderation,” and that to “enter
into the kingdom of the spirit 4 man must take his life in
his hands.” The moderation of these men had no tainl of

timidity.

Under attack from both sides

In an age of viclent contraries, like our own, the posi-
tion of the moderate man is dificult and dangerous, Ex-
tremists love halftruths, and they are apt to atteck with
special energy the man who insists upon peinting oot the
fractionsl quality of the trith they advocate. To the ex-
tremist, the moderate man is & more dangerous
the extremist at the other end of the scale, If a8
been told, a brillinnt champion of the Roman
Church recently said over the radio that libernlism

:
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by GERARD WILLEM VAN LOON

America Must Advertise !

A former army officer reports our failure to teach
democracy in Germany through cultural channels

A LARCE, FLORID-FACED MAN stood in the doorway of my office in Munich, “Herr
Hauptmann van Loon,™ he said, “1 have 19 elephants on Highway Number 12,

What am | to do with them?"

I was Theater Control Officer for Bavaria and,

as such, o part of the Information Control Division of the Military Government.

The man with the elephants was a well-known circus proprietor.
With winter coming on it was up to me to

to the right place with his problem.

He had come

do something, if not for him, then for his animals which, it turned out, included
lions, tigers, bears that rode bicycles and horses that rumba-ed. But my first
move was lo say, "Please sit down,” and motion to a chair recently liberated

from one of Hitler's offices.,

Even if | had not been ahble, which |
was, Lo wangle enough wood and nails
from requisitioned sources and build a
rooled arena with 2,500 seats, thus mak.
ing it possible for the circos to reopen
according to traditional schedule on
Christmas Eve, my politeness  would
have impressed a German sccustomed
to barking, overbearing officialdom. Tt
was good husiness, good advertising,
good propaganda for the American way
of doing things.

ur Lorelel seoon

When William Jovee, alias Lord
Haw-Haw, was hanged in a London
prisan yard, Propaganda Warfare, as a
method of carrying on  international
conflict, came of age. What had Joyce
done?  Had he committed treason by
betraying British secrets to the enemy?
Hardly, But he had betrayed the idea
of England. He had worked as the tool
of the Nazi Reichs Propaganda Minis-
try. Propaganda, the dissemination of
ideas and first comsin to everyday com-
mercial  advertising, had joined the
ranks of swords, spearms, gunpowder,
dynamite, gas, germs and stom bombs
as a legitimate weapon of modern war-
fare,

It is & matter of historical record how
successful wan this attempt by the late
Dr. Goebbels and his Ministry to beat
down Germany's European neighbors

Gamane Wiaes vaw  Loow  served  as
Theater Comtrol Officer for Bavaria from June.
;:1-4.-:. to July, 1048, with the U, & Avmsd

weven. A distimgwished plagarright, wrider
and dancer. ke received A qimul:*mu
wom i IWLY, wos aemgned fo wilitory ndalli-
pemce and worked with the British War Office
wnid VE- Day, His jather war the late Hom-
drik Willew wan Loon; his mother, the former
Elisa Iagersoll Bowditeh, of Baston.

before they had a chance to resort to
armed resistance. Not so well docu-
menled was his success in [ostering a
spirit of sclf-rightecus isolationism in
the hearts of many !.I'.rl.ll.‘l.lp-ﬁ:ﬂnﬁ andd
not a few openly [ascistaninded citizens
of our own United States. Luckily for
us, before our softening up became
complete, a restless Japan struck. The
bombe crashing on Pear]l Harbar roused
us from our Lorelei swoon,  We stag-
gered to our feet and began to fight. At
the same time, albeit reluctantly, we
embarked vpon & coumter-propaganda
struggle through the medium of the
much maligned Office of War Informa-
tion,

But what of the |'Jm?ui5n that the
Reichs Propaganda Ministry launched
within Germany itsell in order te build

up the morale of the German puﬁ,
sell them on the rightness of Nazi doc-
trines and prolong the war till the ke
suicidal end? kind of an organ-
ization would we have to set up within
the scope of our Army of Occupation in
order to track down and eradicate the
Nazi influence that hed flowed steadily
from Berlin into the minds of the Ger-
man men, women and children? The
source, the poisoned wellspring of the
organized Nazi siate, hod boen de-
siroyed. But the polson virus stll
abounded and the outlets through which
Nazi ideology had reached the Pu:bl:'c
were still there, the press, the radio, the
publishing business, the film industry,
the theater and the realm of music, All
these are information media and could
be used to our advantage, The answer
was Information Control.

Broken down territarinlly into sepa-
rate District Information Services Con-
trol Commands (and later assimilated
inte Military Government), this organ-
ization, if properly set up and headed
by skilled and determined men, if ac-
corded the full backing of our govern-
ment at home and the co-operation of
our occupational armies, would be able
to play a leading role in establishing an
“outpost of democratic thought” in Cen-
tral Europe and thershy perhaps plant
the seed from which a United States of
Europe might eventually grow.

However, from the outset, in June,
1945, when | went to Munich 1o take
over my assignment there, it becams
apparent that none of the above-men-
tioned conditions had heen, or wers

likely to be, fulfilled. The basic strud-

ture of the Information Contral organ-
ization and its program were appalling
in their naiveté,

The chiefs of the or-

Captgin Gerard Willem van Loow (right] and his assistant, Mr. Waller Beke, in their
T el fu ok

S



ganization, who were responsible for its
program and its policy, had been picked
neither for their background, know

of languages, nor the job ot hand,
organization had to permit itself to be
cut to ribbons by the redeployment pro
gram nnad to have its budget o by
Congress, As for the Army of Oceupa-
tion or the Military Government (which
most people don’t know are two sepa-
rate organizations that rarely see eye-
to-eye), their members hadn’t the
vaguest notion what Information Con-
trol was or why, and nothing was done
to enlighten them. - No one seems to
have had the necessary conviction or
sincerity 1o go 1o bat for an organization
upom whise effarts the entire future of
American prestige in Central Europe
may ﬂepﬂh?.

The dmerican illasdon

Why was the program of Information
Control not as carcfully planned and as
thoughtfully carried owt as that of any
hig business that wishes to put over a
new idea? Why did our government
delay so long before creating the Civil
Affairs Division of the War Department
which would Fruvi-:[r. the Information
Control officers and civilians with the
necessary American plays, books, films
and other raw material of propaganda?
Above all, why did the Information Con-
trol organization constantly have to at-
tempt to counteract the baleful anti-
American propaganda created by the
corruption and indifference of our own
occupation forces when it already had
its hands full enough trying to create a
little order in the unbelievable idea.
logical chaos of postwar Germany?

The answers that | receive to these
questions reflect two present-day Ameri-
can trends of thought, neither of them
very encouraging. One answer is, “we
won the war. That is the only type of
propagands that those Germans ever
will understand!™

“Madame,” 1 sav, it being usually a
woman who comes forward with this
type of thing, * ‘Might i= right’ was a
Nazi slogan, It would be playing
directly into the hands of the National
Socialists, who may be dormant but by
no means inactive, to accept this atti.
tude. Also, a coantry called Soviet
Russia also ‘won the war." Russin can-
not by any stretch of the imagination be
considered a Democracy as we ander-
stand the term.”

Answer number two is even more
basic in its lack of perception and
[rightening in its implication. “Well, if
we have Fli]l'-l‘l to back a propaganda
organization in Germany teday, it is
because we, as a nation, just don’t he-
lieve in propagandal™

How can we Americans who, accaord.
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The Munich |'|:-thﬁﬂufrr damaged beyond
repair

ing to proven statistics, will pay good
maney o see a third-rate motion picture
becanse its publicity build-up has been
coleulatingly  planned and  executed,
whose eoldiers, now in former enemy
tereitory, will accept as gospel that a
woman “never was o Nazi” because she
“looks just like the girls at home"
how can we say we don't believe in
propaganda? God knows we fall for it
ensily enough.

Dar country commands sach o wealth
of natural resources and Lebensroum
that we have never felt called upon to
reach a coveting hand beyond our own
territorial borders, Unlike Nazism, or
Communism for that matter, sur form
of government is essentinlly a home-
consumgption product which has never,
of necessity, been “packaged for ex-
port.”  One paragraph of our Declara-
tion of Independence which reflects our
sublimely self-sufficient attitude begins
with the sentence, “We hold these truths
to be sell-evident, that all men are
created  equal.”  Self-evident? To
whom? To ourselves, of course, In
other words, we seem to feel that, be-
cause our form of government suits us,
the truths upon which its fundamental
concepls of human freedom are hased
will be selievident to everyhody. We
have been basing our foreign policy
upon  the totally unrealistic ise
that, if everyone else in the warld wonld
only “da what comes natur’lly™ they
would come around to ngs our
way, We never felt the for adwver.
tising the idea of Democracy because
we, ourselves, were already sold on it

In Germany today this perhaps land-
ahle but no longer feasible way of
thinking has led us to sssume that the

ful thinkers. [t would be more exact to
lock for an “imitial on of the

has no fundamental premise on which
to base his knowl of, or his desire
for, o government “hy the people, for
the people.”” Our form of government
musi become a part of one's living ex-
perience in order to be apprecisted or
anderstood. “Government by amateurs,”
as my father used to call it, is in itself
an idea so alien to the German mind as
to be completely baffling. Indeed, one
man's truth may be another man's im-
lapsibility. He has never known true
f}emocru:y.
Nou-convertible Germane

A theatrical trade paper recently pub-
lished an article stating that American
plavs were now being put on in Ger-
many in order to convert the Germans
to Democracy. As one of the chief in-
stigators behind the effort 1o oltain the
ri for our plays for German pro-
duction, | can only laugh at the naiveté
of such a statement. We will never
manage to convert the Germans. But
what we can mnd must do is to show
them what a Democracy can produce
along cultural lines and gain their re-
spect for our way of life. These people
have been brought up to believe lﬂnt
Kultur was a distinetly ‘Teutonic inven-
tion and that Americans wers oll illit-
erate millionaires whose sole ambition
wan (o live in o skyscraper on a diet of
gin and jazz,

The United States has only one city
of thestrical importance, New ' York,
Germany had at least five major theatri-
cal centers and many smaller ones, In
each of these cities there was at least

11000 Year Reich lnsied, these theaters




U ¥ granted enormous subsidies and
Mﬂﬂjﬁt as never before playing, al-
ternately, propagands plays (or the
German classics given o Nazi twist) and
eacapist comedies which are, in their
own way, also propaganda. Finally,
in September, 1944 when it became
evident that Nazi Germany was doomed,
Hitler in n lnst, frenzied defense effort
closed the few remaining unbombed
theaters and ordered his pampered thes-
pians into the army or the armament
fartories,

Dperation: lnformation Control

Into this havoo of wrecked theaters
and dismembered theatrical companies
we, of Information Control, were sent
to clean house and get things going
again, Our |rr|l|'i=li|'j|F|1l.' inadequate di-
rectives slated limp]:r that we were o
weed out would-be producers who, after
being investigated amd found free of
Nazi affilistions, would then be per-
mitted o resume  their  professions.
But with what® Our directives said
nothing about how theaters were to he
rebuilt, how, in the existing chaos, the
necessary actors were o he found, how,
in fact, the entire 1:u|1|p]f.!t ECOmOmic
structure  of the German  repertory
theater was= to be once more set in mo-
tion.

Sticking our necks out, struggling
with yards of red tape that threatened
to strangle us, inventing our own rules
and regulations to meet contingencies
as they arose, we managed, in Bavaria
alone, to open almost 400 places of en-
tertainment, from fAea circuses to opera
houses, In less than & year the city of
Munich, where only two theaters had
been left standing, could boast of 24
places of entertainment. Standing room
only was the order of the day for con-
certs by Munich's two .-l!un:lphq:-rw 0r-
--hnt:as. the opera, the ircus, thc YT
legitimate playhouses where American
plays are now being enthusiastically re-
l:f'i\'td. numerons  marioneie l]'.u-u.trrl.
cabarets and vaudeville houses. The
reawakening of the Bavarian theater
which took place under my aegis has
been paralleled by the resurrection of
other information mredia throughout the
American Zone, the press, book produc-
tion—idespite an almost desperate paper
shortage—the radio, the flm mdustry
which, owing to a lack of raw stock, has
thus far only tnlhuﬁlbcl to turn out a
weekly newsreel but distributes Ameri-
can films with German subtitles, and the
musical life for which Germany has al-
waye been justly famous,

I think it is safe to say that, with the
complete economic bm{dm suffered
by Germany as a result of its present
partition, the comparative tranguillity
that exists on 1|I:e surface in the

Amerigan, Zone is almost entirely due
to the efforts®of Information Control.
It alleviated the immediste economic
distress of many thousands of Germans
by cresting employment lor them in the
various industries which the information
media make use of. It has introduced
8 free press and has shown American
interest in the stimulation and promo-
tion of the country's cultural life and
has succeeded in counteracting one dis-
astrous aspect of our occupation which
almost elevated Dr. Goebbels to the
role of prophet. [ refer to the black
marketeers and carpetbaggers now in
American uniform, the American off-
vers whose taste in feminine company
is astonishingly similar to that of the
“Aryan supermen’ whom we fought to
eliminate, and to our troops who dis-
play a type of “hrove new world van.
dalizm and Vulglrih_. " which our ene-
mies had been told to expect in the
vase of a German defeat,

Lieutenant General Lucius DD, Clay,
Deputy Military Governor of Germany,
recently came out with the surprising
statemsent that a Military Government
attempting to teach Democracy was, in
itself, something of a parndnx. He sug-
gested, na an afl:ﬂn.lli.vr. that a civilian
he made responsible as head of the
oreupation and, while retaining & con-
stabulary force, the State D_epuﬂrnrnl
rather than the War Department should
formulate our occupational policy.

Azel vom Ambesser, German octor and

playwright, as the Stape Maonager in

Thornton Wilder's “Our Town* as pro-

duced at the Kammerapiele im Schowrpiel-
hous in Munich

]

I would like to second that motion but
go the general one better. 1 would
suggest that the United States send to
Germany one of its foremost advertising
men, lrwuuld suggest that this man
be empowered to run the occupation
as he would a publicity campaign.
course he would have to be well
grounded in German economy and know
the German language and German
people, their history, literature, ar,
music and their theater, He would also
have to know his America. Above all
he would have to be hardheaded and
brook no positive or negalive interfer-
ence in the Mrumplhh.rrmﬂ of his mis-
sion of lril.inE America.

MNever before in our hiitur:f and very
likely never again will the United States
be granted this gulden opportunity to
inject a respect for the democratic way
of life inth the very heart of Europe.
If we fail now we will have failed for-
ever, (her ideclogies will not be long
in filling the vacuum left in the German
mind by the passing of Nazism.

Ta date -:ml].' our military strategists
seem o have been farsighted enough to
read the handwriting upon the wall.
They know that with the nf:vr]npmml of
air power and rocket weapons the
United States can never again afford to
sand aloof, run its own lg:.i:ll and dis-
FFEH.H‘[ the rest of the world,

We don't buy friendship

By that same token we also meed
friends in foreign countries. The day
has come when we must learn to get
along with others, We will soon find
out that we cannot buy friendships
simply by handing out money as one
throws a bone to a dog. This type of
careless generosity which in the past we
have indulged in may invoke a pre-
liminary wave of gratitude bat it is
bound to be followed by an undertow
of resentment. On the other hand, our
cultural herftage, our art, our literature
and our music are invaluable advertise-
ments of the American spirit. They
breed respect rather than envy, and re-
spect is one thing that this nation of
ours needs throughout the world today.
Nowhere do we need it more than in
conquered Germany whose importance
to us as “an outpost of Democracy™ will
be demonstrated in the forthcoming
struggle “over the peace treaties.
“America s rich,” a very learned Ger-
man professor recently said to me, "1
never doubted that you would win the
war because, with your money, you
could out-produce us. But what really
has impressed me have been your won-
derful plays. Money alone cannol pro-
duce a culture such as you have. There
must be more to your America than we
have realized.”

141



hav
L

“I cannot believe that
thor of those words, or
made them law, could
this decision, Neither
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