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Junuary 6, 1947

1Dnnr Sanator Vandenbergl

I hove been thinking over your proposal th:t
there should not be on the United Stotes dele-
gatdon in the future, bi-partisan represento-
tion from Congress.

I can quite wall seo vhy you =nd Senator Connolly

fecl 1t 18 not oniy ® burden, but an inpossibility

to ecurry out the tasks you h.ve at howe ae well
as vbroud. However the only reuson wo have
onrrind ue much weight as we hove in the United
M.tlons ‘s hecause poople feel that aince we
had bi-partis:n representation, wn really wer
gren e with somn authérity. Othorwise Lhn
United St.tes delapgation would always labor
under the difficultiy of having other nationa
fe-1 1t mi-ht cgree to somebhing whish would
never get through Congress, and the influsnca
arnd phility to accomplish Ehman would ba wary
sunli. I % not want to sme the United Btates
nluea? in this nosition. MWow that we have o
Heputlican controlled Congress, I feel 1t move
turortant then ever thnt there be bi-partisan
recrepentation on the delegationa an at the
wretines with the Seoratary of Stata or whoover
joes to represent him.

The for thoosdnr me.ting in Hoscow in March will
ba tnportant. Wonld 1% not be poasible fur you
and Senstor Connolly to designate somo ong on
the Foraim Affalra Comaittee, and the same in
the House? These ps ple could keep in olose
touch with you so that the natlons Jdanling with
us 1111 feel thut ouwr representstives really
rpezt foarr the whole gowmeont end not for Just
onn bronch of the government.

I h.te to see you snd Senator Oonnolly not con=-
tinue your srrvices bacausze I ferl wery strungly
that part of the walue of continucus aervios
lies in the fact that personal relaticnochipu

gan he bullt up betwssn individuals and even 1f
orintons heve to Jif for, they oan oreate &
Letter ferline wiony the natlons sspeelally in
thrae early at.0nB.
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I wanted to drop in to ser you vhile I wae in
Wasliln-ton but fult you wore ton busy Lo be
bothrad ub the present tlme. I i doeply
prataful to ile “ennte fn® its acqulsscrce in
1y nomination as a delegate to the Goneral
Apseubly baopuse I ponalder it & preut privil-
ore to nllowed to work with all ol you.
cant o thank you peraonally f'er vour Kindnees
anl considoration mnd I hope Ghat you w111
allow ne % come to sea you from tloe to time
slnce your adviece on many thinge will be amuch
nendod.

ty congratulstions and heat wishes on vour naw
resronolbilitica vhich you are now unuerboking.

Vary cordislly yours,
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Mrs. Eleanor Roomevelt,
#9 Weshington Square, West,
Hew York 11, New York.

iy dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:
Thanks for your fine letter of Jamary 6th.

I deeply appreciate the spirit in which you have written; and I readily
confess thut the yuestions you pose give me much the pame concern es thay
do you. It i8 possible to cenvass the matter adequately within the
Limite of & letter. But I want to be gure that you have =y gegersl point
of view on the subject insefar as it can be portrayed in & few brilefl

paragraphs.

Your letter deals with two phases of our representation in the General
Assembly wnd in the Council of Foreign Ministers. One is that the repre-
gentation should be "bi-pertisen™. The other is that it should be
"Congressicnal®. We cen alsmigs the former in complete sgreement.
Nhoatever our representation fs 1o these internationsl contects, I
cordlally end emphatically egree with you thet it should be "pi-pertisan”.
I think this theory has pald infinite dividends in the lapttwo years.

I think it is one of the major reasone why your distinguished hupband
pugceeded in his peace prospectus where the late President Wilson feiled.
So long a8 we can keep partigen politica out of foreign affairs, it is
entirely obvious that we shall spesk with infinitely greater suthority
sbrouwd, I sm emphssiziog this fact in the speech which I am making

with Becretary Bymes at Cleveland next Saturdasy te (fou may be
interested in the enclosed press copy of the speech). Of course"bl-
purtissnism® is not automaticelly wccomplighed by the appointment of
bi-partipan spokesmanship. It invelves an equal degree of rank and file
dedication bhere at howe. Some of our sore volatile wnd viclent ormcles
here at howe can jeopardize tuls result regardless of what our bi-partisan
repredentatives abroad may do. (We have had cne or two typical and
sinister examples). But I repeal that there is no need to labor this
purticular point. We are in total agressent.

It is the guestion of "Congressional" representation which presenta the
difficulties. I dare to belleve that "Congressional® representation
io tbe General Assesbly and in the Council of Forelgn Ministers hag
been distinotly useful to the public welfare - &8 you yourself are
good enough to sey. I confess that I em very proud of the privilege
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Mrs, E.R, Cont'd .

I have had to participate in these enterprises, I think perhape it was
indispensable in the ipitisl stages of this great wdventurs, am not so
sure thet it ip ampthing like "indispensgable” when the new system of inter-
peticnel peace and security starts to mature. On the other hand, I am
increasingly impressed with the difficulties confronted by “Congressional®
representatives beceuse of their dusl capescity., Of course it will always
be true that & =an cannot serve two masters, Yet that is precisely what

I undertake to do - for example - when I, ap & Senator, sit in the Gesersl
Apseably as a delegate. I em helping to make decisions for the United
Hetions which must pass in review before the American Congress. Having
perticipated in the United Hations in helping to make the decisions, I

su not & "free agent" when I return to the Senete to function in my
"Congreasional” capacity. Indepd, it be & most embarrassing and
diffieult situstion in the event that I did not approve of some decislon
mede by the United Hations, I should dislike to gppopg in Congress
anything to which I had given my consent (if only by reluctant mcguiescence)
in the Onited Hations.

This immediately raises the collateral guestion that we delegates - for
exanple - in the General Assesbly are not "free sgents", Indeed, our
recent commissions explicitly instructed us that we were to vote as
directed by the President., I do not couplain of this arrangement. It

is contemplated by the basic law under which we are appointed. Heverthe-
less, it adds to the complicatlons which have me pussled, I may act under
instructions (with which I do not-agree) in the General Assesbly; and

then I return to Congress under what seems to we to be a moral obligation
to support, ae & Senator, something which I did not and do mot approve.

In other words, I think thers is & question involved here that goes to

the typleal "checks and balances™ which wre the real genlus of our American
institutiona, :

Ordinarily the General Assembly of the United Nations will be meeting at
a tiwe when Congress will be in recess, Ordinarily, therefore, there will
be no conflict, But this has not been true of the Gouncil of Foreign
Minigters. Therefore, another guestion eripes as to thp extent to which
an elected Senstor (who has taken an oath of fidelity to his Senatorial
functicn) is entitled to absent himself from the Senate to perform other
duties. During the last fifteen months I think I have missed at least
slx monthe of Senste sesslons. Under the British Parlissent mystem this
would be perfectly appropriate, But I think ite propriety cen be fairly
questioned under the American systea which deliberately separates und
divides the functions of government.

A11 of these considerations would of course apply not cnly to Senator
Connally end to me, but elso to any other members of the Senate whom we
might designate to share this "itinerancy", Furthermors, I think

of service all important. Indeed, I am not sure but what
I shall be ultimately driven to the idea that cur delegates to the
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Mre. E.R, Cont'd b

General Assembly ghould hold full-time jobs the yeer round so that we can
adequately prepars for the participation of the United States in the work
of the General Asseasbly, I was deeply impressed - particularly at the
refent session in Mew Iork - with the fact that the United States was not
contributing an adequate meapure of morsl leadership because our program
was essentlally one of nmegatlon (except in one or two important instances
with which you were particularly sssoclated).

I suppose my feeling ebout the matter is mccentuated by the fact that I
was abbeapting the lmpogsible et the recent New fork meetings. I was
trying to sit both in the Genersl Appembly end in the Council of Forelgno
Ministers and meanwhile I wes pursued by =y long distence Senatorial
responsibilitien. Of course that is an socumulaticn of responsibilities
which is more than any man can adeguately carry or to which any man

would long be physically equal,

How sgeinst wll of this argument I wgree you can powerfully contend for
the viewpoint which you have expressed in your good letter, ALl I can
sy 18 that [ am irrevocably committed to the schievement of peace and
pecurity end justice. It is wy peramount end finel interest im life.

At best L have only & few more years of service (or of life) and I have
no wish other than to dedicate them to this objective., 8o I em prepered
to do whatever clrcumstances mey seem to require; and if they seesm to
require gy continued intimate partlcipation in the work of either the
United Motlous or the Council of Forelgn Ministers, I am quite ready

and willing to subordinate all other consicerations, But I do not want
to take these pecessitles for granted. I think they must be

to outwalgh the other considerations to which I have heretofore adverted.
Meanwhile, of course, we may be discuseing a purely acedemic problem

because any such continuing pl.rtinip-lt.i.un on my part is pr.‘..l.l.ru;r dependent
upon Presidential invitatlions.

Whenever you ere in Washington I shall be delighted to see you, I phall

elways have the most pleasant recollections of our contacts in this

great work, I congratulate you aguin upon the thoroughly fine and

constructive end courageous contributions which you beve muade in con-

nection with these lsbors.

Happy Hew Year and good luckl

Hith warm personal regards und best wishes, !

Cordially snd faithfully,

mm@;
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