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Mrs. Franklin D. Roomevelt
White House
.aamanouist  Washingtonm, D.C.
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: tﬂ‘\'

To present a side of the picture you necessarily did not know
trade matters ara sc complicated, I write you as a great admirer,
imowing this country never had a finer, in every way, Firat Ladyl
However, it was a great shock to us American mink breeders to see

the publicity given the promotion of the Canadian mink breeders F’
when you became the inmocent recipient of thelr mink coat.

quhnlutdwhlmwﬂ:hmmmimﬂnkhﬂﬂnlwhn
they created a great nusber of mutations. Last year, we promoted
the Silverblu Platinum mink, much the same way as did the Canadians
this year. We gave the $25,000 Silverblu Platinum coat to the US0.
This year we promoted two new types, one of which was called the

Koh-i-noor (because to the imaginative fur breeder who named 1%,

the brilliance of the fur suggested that of the diamond.) Someone
suggesated that we make a present of a coat made from the pelts of
this new mutation to the Queen as a Victory gift. This was ruled
out, as we thought if anything werse to be presented, it would be

to our own First Lady. However, some of us thought, as did I, that
you could not accept such a gift., We had just had an

with Mrs. Robert laFollette, whom we had presented with a searf of

five Wisconsin mink skins, the finest raised. Mrs. LaFollette I
raturned the scarf, saylng it wes against her husband's rulss to

accept a present from an association. Of course, your positiom is /1".1
unique, and I do not mean to make a compariscn. I mention this b,ﬁ
only as ome of the deciding factors in mot attempting to present

you with an American mink coat at that time; and do realize your
acceptance of the Canadians' coat was prompted cnly by your wish s h.
to do the gracious thing. ¥

When we promoted two of our mew type mink January 24 and £5, this
year, in New York City, we spent many thousands of dellars in
advertising. That is why we wers so shocked at the publieity
guined by the Canadians in this manner, who really vioclate all @),.
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March 11, 1845

We are not blaming you, Mrs. Roosevelt, but are sorry this had

happen and that you did not kmow the reputation of the New York fur
trade (which consiste of the gkin dealers and manufacturers and not
to be confused with the American breeders of mink), Wr. Chester Bowles
of the OPA can inferm you about thea.

T am sending you this letter to prepare you in case there are political

repercussions, and trust you will understand the spirit in which it is
written.

Fespectfully yours,

The Mink Breeders' Associmtlion of the
United Stateas
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