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WASHINGTON, B. C.

January 14, 1947'

Mrs. Franklin D. BRoosevelt
29 Washinton Square, West
Apartment 15-4

New York 11, New York

Dear Mrs. Rocsevelt:

Thank you for your letter of Jaruary
9 concerning our mutual friend, Louls Nizer.

Mr. Hizer has been in touch with me
concerning the appolntment. I am aware of his
high gqualifications and am glad to know of your

interest.

I read constantly in the press of the

wonderful work you are doing. My regret 1s that
we do not meet more often in these busy times,

I send you my warmest greetings and
best wilshes,

Ve ncerely yours,

Bobert F. Wa
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1 have answe:ed some of gBur questiong, put I am not an

axpert on housi

unanswered.
With every good wieh,
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=1, It certainly is not, largely because it would pot-

get enough return on its investuent to interest private capital '

2. & = yesg
b. yea : ;
c. sxaxmakxame No - my knowledge ie not suffiglent

3. &, Yo8
b. yes
¢s = gan not ansawer

4. & - nho
b, yes
¢. = ocan not ana,
d. I recommend a celling on the income of those using
cartain types of housing

5. When families are moved out 1 recompend that temporary
housing be found for them and that they be mssured
of raturning to the new housing. Otherwise they
are apt to love to even less desirable housing and
not to know when new housing 18 avallable or get
an o:.portunity to move into it,




T ——

Ootober 10, 1947

¥rs, Franklin D, Roossvelt
Tashington Square
Wew Tork Oity, ¥. T.

Dear s, Roosevelt;

Mmtwmmummtmpmmmmdnthmmmm
of Congress, there has been blished int ttee on Housing to
investigate the entire field of housing

ihmﬂiimuﬂmumﬂnlmhmm the House
of Representatives not later than 16, 1p48.

As a mesber of the Joint Ooomittes, I have been asked to give special
consideration to the broad question of slum clearance, EKnowlng your
interest in housing metters, I am taking the liberty of requesting your

views on this basic problem, which clearly represents one of the most
oritical phases of the sntire housing orisis.

It has been my privilege to play a leading role in the development
Foderal legislation on housing. In partieular, I sponsored the United
Housing Aot of 1937, which for the first time established a system of
assistance to communities for slum clearanse and low-rent for
families of low income, and as Chairman and now ranking minority member of
the Banking and Currency Committee of the Semate I have participated in the
development and sponsorship of 5. 886, the bi-partisan long-rangs housing
bill which i1s now pending in the Congress,

Your answers to the attached questions will be of great t 10 me,
tc the Joint Commities on Housing, and to the Oongress as a whole in arriving
at the proper decisions on this lmportant phase of housing, In view of the
Emrmumthummmu, your early reply will be most
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With appreciation for your cooperation in this matter, I remain
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Hons Robt. F. Wagner
United States Senate

¥l Washington, D.Cs
{Room 226)

SURVEY OF URBAN REDEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC HOUSING

L. (a)

(b)
2. (a)

(b)

(e}

(d)

5- {ﬂ}

(b)

(e)

Pl

In your opinion, is private enterprise in a Eﬂaitinn
now or in the foreseaable future to provide decent
housing, new or old, for all low-lncome familles at
rents or prices within thelr abllity to pay?

Please indioate briefly the basis for your oplnion.

If it 1s your opinion that private enterprise will
not be able to provide decent housing for all such
families, do you favor the provision of publicly~-

assisted low-rent housing for such famillest

If so0, do you favor continuation of a program of
Federal mssistance to local communities, along the
lines of the United States Housing Aot of 1937, as
a means of alding the communitfes to provide decent
housing for low=income famlliesf

Do you desire to recommend any modificatlons in
that program which, in your opinion, would make it
more affectivef

Flease outline briefly and desoribe the practical
effect of any alternative proposala which you desire
to recommend as a feasible means of meeting this
phase of the housing problem,

In your opinion, wholly aside from low-rent housing

© for low=inoome families, is an urban redevelopment

program needed In order to oclear slums and blightod
areas in American citles and to make the land therein
available for new private and publlio development?

If s0, in your opinion ia some form of public
finanecial assistance nocossary to write off the
excosslve costs of amcquiring and clearing the land
in slums and blighted areas if 1t 1s to be made
avallable at prices which will pormit its redevelop=
mont for the most appropriate usesft

Please indlcate brlefly the basls for your opinion.
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In your opinion, are clties and Btl._ﬂlg ganerally
in a posltion to filnance the full costs of urban
rodevelopment programa?

(b) 85866, now ponding in Congress, proposes that two=
thirds of the net cost of local urban redevelop-
ment programs be ocarrled by the Fedaral Govornment
and one=third by the localltys. In your opinien,
1s this an equitable and sdequate proposalf

- (o) Pleasc outline briefly, and describoe the practical
effoct of any altornative proposals which you dosire
to rocommend as a feasible means of mooting this
problom.

{(d) In ecarrylng out a program for the redovolopmont
of slums and blightod arcas in your Stato, what
means do you recommond to assurc that low=incomo
femllics now living in such arcas will bo provided
with docont housing? !

S5e Aro thoero any othor mattors in connootlion with loww=ront
housing for loweinoomo familics, or in connocetion with
tho clcarance and rodovolopmont of slums and blightod
arcas, as to which you dosiro to commont or make
rocommoendat lonaf

P.I,




AUlnited Dlafes Denafe

DO W ITTEE O# BANKING AMD CLRPEMCY

May 26, 1948

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Val-Eill Cottage

Hyde Park, Dutchess Co.
New York, N.¥.

Dear Mrs. HRoosevelt:

Thank you for your letter of
May 22nd.

I am heartily in accord with
the President's recommendation to extend
for three years the Reclprocal Trede
Agreements Act.

Very/sincerely yours,

Bobert F. Wagne
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Bob Wagner, Jr. wante to use the following statement in
a leaflet for Harlem and Negro section of Brookly.

His record proves that he 1s an ardent fighter against

poverty, againet ignorance, persecution, prejudice

and againset exploitation. s GEF.
if

Mfs. Alken -

Long. & - 726@ {_/ N
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