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O.ar Mre, Rooee•eltl 

'+.Ia. J le'('\~e_oe-o, ~u\ 
._ .. , • . t:::-· ~ Q I - .... - ~ 

' ' 'II ' I y , 

·~AllYl Of THI 
UNION Of IOVJIT IOCIAUn' uruiUCI 

TO Till UNnJ0 NA110N8 

100 'IVUT - eraaT 
.... Yoalt H. H. Y. 

In reply to your note ot P•bru&rr 10~ tnolo•lna 

Mre. Rlrebtlel4'• letter I wleb to 1Qtora rou that OD _, 

part I ba•e a l ready ralte4 the quet~lOD ot ,rantlDI •l•a 

to Mre, S&yina betore the appropriate loflt~ aqtborltlee, 

!be oopy ot vajor 'rOD Dar4el't letter, wbloh 7011 

eent .. wltb J OUP note ot PebPU&PT 28tb, ba• bt~ already 

tonwaP4e4 t o our Ooneulata General tor taklDI a,p~rlate 

.. aeuree, 
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DO ROTHY T HO MPSON 
U7 1UT I"OnT•.&I•""' lntJnn' 

l'iKW TO.• C:rt1' 

l.!ey 26 , 1947 

Deer Urs . Roosevelt, / 
Thank you tor your kind note, 

I missed seeing what you wrote about 
Wallenberg and would love to have. II 
1t possible to cet ltt 

I only meant in regar d to your 
poe1tlon , that you ere lmown t o be a eJ.n.. 
cere friend or cooperation and one who 
hos never done anything to exacer bate re
lations wi th the Soviet Union , but rather 
seek always to improve them. 

I s t ill have the reeling that 
it someone whom no one would even suspect 
or being enimeted by malice would t ake 
up llr . Wallenbers ' • cue w1th someone 
high i n the Soviet Union it could con
ceivably be solved,- becauae I cannot 
but tnin!< that the whole tning was ini
tially an error. I know you have a very 
warm heart and a strons sense or justice 
as wel l as much tact . 

Cordi ally yours, 

l 
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It doe• not Jppear tbJt &nJ orr1o1a! ao\1on o~ 
be taken until aome olue •• to b1a Wbereabou~a '' 
reooived. 

Enoloeura: 

S1noerelJ JOur a, 

Por tbe aeoret&rJ ot Btatll 

!z.L~~ 
Ad.taer on Retus••• an4 

Diaplaoed reraona 

Letter rrom M&J von Dardel, 
November 30, 1848 with 
enolo•ur••• 



I ~ 
I ~ 

ltookllola OQ t~ }Ct._ot ao~et~~n 191!6. 

, , ·, c/!f ··~ 
J '~ \. ~ ' -'· 

of I y - ~ ., . , , .... 

10 ,.s-f~ · l' .. n·ff 
\ Dear llrt Roouvelt , ~ '':(" • ~--

''',S''It. .,.,,'J .. ;,. . .,.,~-
l now1ng your W&rmha~dnae n4 k1ndnaea to a~ \hoe~wbdluttar I 

havo gathered oouraaa to wrl\1 o you, I aa \ bl Mothll of tba 8we41eb 
Secretary ot Lesat1on Raoul lallenbara ot wbo. you .. Y~YI bear4. In 
tbe IWilller of 19114 when tba J .. ~1 . of RUQ&ary tba ~aei reet of tb1e 
unbeppy people 1n l uropa, ware threatened wllh tot1I aqa1h1llt1oo by 
tho Baa1e. I know that youz late buaban4 \be Praet4ant of t hl u.s,•, 
oboe we all raapaot and ada1re, f ollowed tbatr fate wttb tbe areetaat 
ay~otby and tbat be OYer t he ra41o tr1a4 to 1nfl~noe tbt Hunaar1ane 
tO help tbl Jewa 1n tbo1r danger, ROWIYif \hll W&l not rnoutll for \be 
Proa1dent who in the a1ddle of tbe terrible bur4en of II 1 york had \1ae 
to 1n1tlate a more etfot1ve aotlon than a ra41o epeeoh tor the raeoue 
of what could at1ll be aa~4 Of tba H~sar1an J .. ,, HOWIYir 1n anaay 
country tho United Statoa had qo power to 1nteryont ~4 tbe wllole aot1on 
bad to be· d1agu1aed under the oolorl of a neutral nai1on, It wat at 
th1o oocaoa1on tha~ t be lzaout1ya Otf1oa of tba Prae1dan}

1 
war R~fugee 

· Board, tbrougb 1te l uropean reproaenta\1Ya Mr lyar Oleen now ---\be 
Treasury Departaen\

1 
1aeb1ngton and tbl Aaar1oan 111n1tt,! .n lloo~ola, 

llr Hereobel Johneon
1 

now a r apreeentat1YI of tba On1~14 etatel 1n \be 
Soour1ty Oouneel of t be Unltad l&t1one, t oot OOQtaot t ltb twf411~ •~tha
r1t1oo and pr1Yate peroone and tbrousb t ba1r ae4t&t1on wttb ay eon who 
bad independently and on h1o own 1n1t1at1Ye, planD14 to go \p Hungary 
1n an attempt to reoouo frlon4e and ralat1YII of hlt tr1tn4t1_a• ~Y 
people aa be ooul4, then threatened by 4eportot 1on and otrtl~ death 
ln tbe gaaobambera. IIY oon wa• ontruota4 w1tb the ,urno~Jl a11e1 d&ngaro ... 1 
t aak ot leading and organ1a1og tbl planne~ aot1on and f l~lnk \bat I 
they could never baye ma4e a bet~er .obo,oe, ror elJ JOQ ~ ~~ to~bt for 
tbe l1vea ot ble protegees, otfto1~ •• a teorttary ot ~bl 8wecsieb lega
tion at Budap,et, I know •pat ae 1 aotber l .. 110 upo_,l~tlll~ble 
wltneoo but l know that b11 oow~rJirl and tbo people ba taYa4 oo~4 all 
toll you about b1o ro-.rkable o~urat• an4 ab1~1tr, , •~lo~ la&~\•~· b1a to I 
r1ok b1a ~lfa day after day 1n tb11 ,...._ a1t~ arat4 or1a1nalt w1tb tba 
l1 vee of t bouaande of innocent people at etaka and to w111 \"- 11._ clay 
after day. Tho taot tbet a great pe.rt of tba b,...ai'1~J"' --.., tuzY1Ye4 · 
can be attr1buto4 llllnt1ally tq ona .. n, wort1Dg Ia t f'P•teanta\1Ye I 
ot tbo owe411b una and the aaa111oan pre ldan\ - jiiJ eoq, 'b• Bunaarlan ( 
Government and pooplo aotnowla4Ca th1e faot anA al • t okeq ~f tba1r gra\1- 1 

dude tor Raoul Wall enberg a etrll\ 1n Budapeet hal beaD 4t~~oa1nated 1 
a1 ter ~1m anel a monument 11 baing araote4, ~ 1 

However and \be' 1a lPI ,J,.,IIy ot 1111 ~\ tyo yean " ay ' 011 414 ·, 
not come bao~ w1tb the rllt of ~bl ,.,41th ~lla\1~ 1n.B~''' attar l 
tho Ruoe1ane ~&4 conquered tbe ~OWII; pq January i~t l7•h ~~5 tbl 80Y10\ 1 
comm1eear tor roretau •rta1re ba4 ~no~o•r.:bat t~t a4wapo1nc ara1at had 
takon Raoul 1alltnblrg in tbalr pi!Ottotlon etAOI ~~lA DQ\~1111 --.. bien . 

(

board ott1o1ally ot ~1• fatt, ~ twiAleb ..-il~ of IOtOOW bat OA , j n=oroua ooca,10118 aekod tba r~a1an.,. autborlUal to 111Y1f•11a\l bll 1 
fate but DO rlt~lt hal IYir be., aiiDOUDOtd Of \llllt li!Yif ii&HO!IIo tlll 

•~" Pr1YaUly • • l>t•• botn able to anabl1eb t'ba1t -~ -~~~~ZJ.J:1:., 
• al1n we han pe.eu4 tb11 pr1'flttl 1ntoraa\ oq tO llf ...... " ..- £ 

and tho Bwod1eb Prlal IJ1n1otar 'i' a neworta, a. \ " ln:/!1 '~'' 
• • ' .I_ ;.. ·· ~ . Jill"~ '--,.·"' , , • - --, •"* • .. "fj t 



e4 but will oont1.nuo to try to fin4 out the tau of -.ol!l lallonbors 
elieving that be io ot i ll alive, Tbo Priao Miniw,er brousbt on beb&lt l 
t the owe4iab Oovorn.ent boner t o Raoul tallonbors &P4 tb&Qke4 bia tor • 
io outatanding work under ozoeptioDJlly 4i!tioul' oirk~otanooo, tor I 

'f\ tbe oako ot Oommon Humanity, I~ onolooioa a tranolat1oo ot tbo ••••n- i 
tial parta ot tho reply ot tbo quootiooor to the fPIIO~ ot tbe Priae j 

.,f'" llininer u 1t ""'Y olarify tho pruont o1tuaUon, ao4 &I 1t obowo tbat • 
' in Sweden tbe liberation ot Raoul l&llenbers il not the Wilh Of a t 

certain political party,but of Qovernaent and Oppoo1t ion in common. 

Dr Rudolph Philipp rotorre4 to in the &newer i o tbe aut hor of I 
a book • aaoul Wallenberg•, an outotan4ing work tb• raoult ot a unique 1 aearcb tor tbe real trutb of t bo dioappearanoo 1ot Raoul Wallenberg. 
Tbia aearcb baa lead to a re.arkablo ouoc••• a04 we Ire not in tbe I 
l)OIOUOiCn of a rich dOOWfllntary l'fi4enoo tbat hi i l 1\ili alive, where , 1 
be il etc. Tbia evidence boo been handed oyer to tbt lhre41ob Govern- J 
ment !or atudy , I 

Unfortunately tbo book ie written in 8we4iob an4 bal net yet been 
tranolatod to Znslioh, but ao you will certainly know eoaeone who could 
make a oummary ot the book ~ am ot1ll "o4ing yqu a O!li>T. . 

I bave written to you in lieu to uoure JO~ auil\aJlce in creat1oa \ 
a public opinion in favor ot Raoul l&l1onbors &o4 of bil liberation, an 
opinion *blob in duo tlao may 1upport ~n action by OUf Qovarnaont and . 
it 11 my fir~ b~llot that tbo !~ott et~te4 in thlf litter aay be of · 
great help it they are bronght tO pub11c not1o' 1n Sbl U~1to4 ltatea i,e,JI 
by publ 1aoh1ng th .. in your proea and broa4aaot1P&o 

.t.nother ouitable procedure ~o tbio ~fee~ wpul4 'P• to ,.,a..,. 
i pt eraoted an4 re~ble people in a co~tt; wbcte f.i• it r l bOuld boa 
ao work tor the liberation of Raoul lalle!lblfllo l 'be lien that 1! '::/.a. 
tbll oomlttee oou14 a11ocoi11te with ~t~olf wo.llknO'tlll "'d !1hUnsu1abed 
!merioano tbio would make a~ very doap lapreaoion bctb bore in 8we4en 
ln otber aountr1ea and 1n tho &ovio t UQion, Tb10 • ou*4 alto very 
otronsly aupport tbe owadiob aovernaant 1n 1tl tawk t Q 11'berate ay eon. 
It you woul4 accept to head tb• Ooaittoo I wou+4 f•tl v•rr •r•tefql ,' 
and bont!red, 

.t. third meano would be to ~ubliob an .t.aerioan o41tion of the book 
' Raoul lallenbers•, Itt tlrot part oonoernioa tb' oo1>'1U1ono 1n Hunsa
r y and tho marve1lcue work of Raoul Wallonbers 1e •orl tbril11ng than 
any !lotion, and ohou.ld provo of oonoi4erabl' intorolt to \be .t.aerioan 
public, Tho latter part 4eoo r ibins tho oearoh' tor R&Qul l&llonbers 
oontaino cbaptero of apeoifioally ewodiob 1ntereet wbiob ot courae would 
have t o be altered 1n an lnsliab a4it1on, 

tnowing your 1ntoreat in every rishtoouo oauao an4 your sreat 
i n tluonoe in the United &tatoo I hope tb&t I ••Y Oo~t upon your 
aaeiotanae 1n tb1a sood eubjeat an4 I woul4 be very b&PP{ to raooiv: 
your 1 uggeat1ono to any prcao4ura wb1ob mi ght help to br OS about t • 
releaoe ct my eon 

Tb&Dking you i n advanoa tor your kin4oat help I ~ 

very tru+y your• 

"'«t',.. ~ --· "''/ .. -· _./ 

' 
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comment• to the oaee ot R&oul Wal lenberg , 

Laat Wodneaday in the abeence of the Swodieb 'oreign ijinieter the 
Prime Winiatar Erlauder auawerad t he queetiou put lor-ward by wr 
Hlatad regarding the tate of Raoul W&llenbers. The enawer wee & det&1-
led account wbiob hae already beau publiebed 1u the daily papere. The 
commonte of wr Hlltad atter the enawer of the Priae Win1etor wee in 
ita manly, poaltive and warmhearted fora ot & etroug affeot, 

In bia answer H&otad wanted to hold to the etateaent ot the Prime 
Win1ater that tbe Government ehall not look upon the oaoe of Raoul 
Wallenberg aa a completed obaptor but on tbe contrary promieee all 
efforta in the future to fin&ll y aolve the problem ot the fate ot 
the swedish diplomat • 

• 0. 0 ••• •• ••• 

Adding up what baa been expreaeod in the &newer ot the Interpellation 
what I bavo beard during thoao daye from the rolativee - the moat ' 
l egitimate part in tbia caae - and tb·.~··•ntial ot what may be 
read in tho book of Rudolph Philipp by"l~tentive pereon, one cannot 
avoid to oetabliah tho surprising degree of aocordanco of a lot ot 
statements, wh ich may bo l ooked upon aa the moat verified, indiclng 
o:r nutbors.~ive. 

Tho idealistic contribution• ot Dr Philipp. 

By tho way I , auld like to state it tb ie abould really be neccee-
eary that I have in tbie queation bad no collaboration with doctor 
Rudolph Philipp. But I do not coneider myaelt hindered !rom doole
ring from tbia leptur;ug platform that dootor Philipp, whom I have 
known and learned to estimate in other oonneotione ainoe aany~ 

' ' 

bao by bia book deserved all rooognit1on, He bae :troa purely id,al._. 
tio reaaona used his unusual, tbougb eomatimee too abundant intelli
gence, his unique knowledge o:t Central-Europe , and bia untlez ible 
passion for humanity to clear up thio mystery. Like~y it ia npt by 
chance that a fugitive , who himself hae been unrooted and eu:tfered loaa 
of freedom baa ;aken Up tbia oaae ot Raoul Wallenberg . Doctor Pbillpir. · ' 
intentione are more than mer1tating. Even tbougb bie eatimatiODI o:t •· 
tbs work ot tbe Swedish 'oreign o:t:t1oe '• <lltforent depo.rtme11ta muat • ·' 
for hie own account, tho value ot the pr~q~ioal euggeetioue wbiob the 
book contains can hardly be ~<liminiebed b~'~eport now given by tbe 
Cabinet. I 

! 
I 
I Wby no newe from Moaoowt 

Regarding the negatiationa with other oountriee I woul<l like to point 
out the astonishing :toot that the authoritiel ot tbe Bovlet Union 
cannot be persuaded to give any information< either in one W&y or tho 
other all during the time wbiob hae elapeen einol Dlk&Doeof &nd 
wms tollontay nearly two yeare ago gave their aeeuranoee. fbie deley 
contrasts againat tbo aeal tor tlie ewlttoet poeeible lattlement, wbith 
which the higbeet authoritioe ot Woeoow dem&nded - &nd won - tbe in
tervention of the Bwedieb Cabinet 0egar<ling a Ruaol&n eubjeot held in 
custody bore during tbe war. Should Raoul Wallenberg be auapeote<l by 
the Ruasiano tor aoaetbing wbiob could b&vl oeuaed hlei lnternment it 
should not to-day oauee tbe Governaent &ny lneuraoun\&ble obetaolee 
to releaae bim trom tbeee eueploione or etra18bten out tbe queetian, 

.__ ·---- ~ -
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ann all \ba\ naa baon UaHt114 n sar41D& bit n.-..uai'J wo~lr. 1n 
Bud&p .. $, ............ ' 

t ha IUbJao\ aboul4 be f1ar1t1a4 

1 h•~•w1th azpza1a 87 a1noaraat ·~•o .. t1ca that $he a\aoatarl ot 
aot.&ta4 t.ocl tdaoclly 1ota~OCKQ-II l>IUIIO IWicl• t.acl \be 10w1at IID1oo, 
whloh 11 \ba objao\ of the oawly al(oa4 e.e41an.au-a1t.D frl4a-
\raa$f1 eapaol allJ ~ea•rcll•tba &Tilt tawo~• that \b1a trlltJ &1••• 
\ o Ilona\ Ruula ahoulcl Mkl U poallbla to~ thl ..,..lab Oon..-t 
\o aa\tla 4at1nl laly \h11 IUbJto'• ~ •hlob hal W.. the oauaa of 87 1 
lohrplllaUon, aacl \ bl llqu14aU"" of wb1ob 11 loolr.lcl up• b7 MOJ I 
1711 l n otba~ oouotrlaa, 

rb1 uzgao~ oaUII of rapat~laU• Raoul lall .. bars to lwa4• 1houlcl l 
oot be 1~jtot1 to locllw1clual p.-t{ lotarl•t•, onlJ thl b~ 1at1~•••~ 
\hat uol$11 all{ \ he wo~~lacl ~•lat ••• ao4 thoae, wn••• 11••• •~• 
aubjao\ lO grat clucla to~ 1111 outltao41DC oouraca, 

• • 
. . . 
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tih f , 1o0M btfva•g toll p.& l ta.,.rcu P • 

•\,., UYk.Udl, u:nac n .ll . .t l llll.u, sotn f.Jr· 
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f,Jt, t:IYWilpjOr l ••¥f<:IJt"r, ll.ad~ ""'" 
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.f•lu• oth demtnlttr. 
Dt• I M An f6r\lu11dt de-n ry.klroo

troUtnd• Kon ... th·t •diun I Bud.pac, 1111 

W.~-Ut: n llorll lu de •Urdah ' " Cc-.sUpo· 
.-.nuu odt troliltlll k.t.W.tb I Ooa.av. 
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av RUDOLPH PHILIPP 
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lcvt dc:t t-:rv:n..~ N~rilt M rln .an U 'ftUo a.a.t.clt fck ..... 
OIA wu'-tifUI .aUt .o. 11lr l •l..Jdlt n....uiiClc: fltttr och .ati.bcktooiiU W'Pf'" 
••lu sl<»u fat 111 rid4.l hooolt, toM byf~Md. 
•J.&Jv rJ6cl.t1 •u II\ hu!ldt.tt-i.wft •l•IIJ:. llaov.l bdevdc bA,ppu:l kiau, nd ckl 
1kol1• cUtr - om h.an Mht Ut.a ..CII 11• Ylll ..,...., .ttl van b<Mr,lb.. Nir baa 'f'U 
,.. U ld.att och r ntyd.lat fu•rilh dr, .,.., n• t r, fkk hu i sJ11 sryv(..-, 6nrdl.rckt6r 
n':h u~:~dcr vlllc.a. om.uiftdl,hctcr h•11 ,OU. vo,a D•rdct c• rod via oda v•Jici:Urt.. 
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W.. J von Dard"l 
Sv~uvugcn 88 

uauo Mrs . Roos avol t, 

Stockholaa on ti.o JOth of Nov, 1946 

' ,. 
Kno\.1Hd y..:ur wurlli tear·t~<.lnoss and kindness to all those 

\1ho !lufrur, I have guthoroo cvuruge to wrlte to you . I ua t be 
llothut- of t !.o> Suo.u~t. S"cr.:: tar~ vf LJ uation llaoul Wallonbut-g of 
.. hom ~·ou amy h~ve i u~urd. I n t ),e ~u.DLJ.er of 1944 JdJ•a t he Je\'ls of 
Hungary , tha lr.st l'd>t of thls w~.u~py people in Europ~ , were 
t .. r a a t<mou witq to tal a •• nlhil••tion by t he N•ds , I know t hut yoUJ" 
la t e ltusuan.J t i.> P-.·usi dent o f t ho U. S.A. \ihoa w& all respect u.nd 
admir u , f ollowa:. tr.o l. •· fulr: .Jlth t .. u ~ra"t~• t ~yapttthy an.; thttt he 
ov ur t hd r at.l io tr h>t.l t • Ltflue ude t lhl tiUtlg•u·hns to he1p t h.:. J uws in 
tl.<~ ir Jang<>r . llo •. ever thiS was r;ot .;n ou,;h fot· thu Presiden t .. ho 
i u t il.; mJ.d .lle of t •. d tonlble bur:.l..:n of Ids wo r k hau tillle t o inlti;. ta 
" 111.;.r <l -.N<>c t l vo 11.c tiou th~n 11. rt.Jlo s vcech f or t ile rescue of wl•<>t 
could "till oo s :.v.:J oi.' tl.o 11\Ul~ &t·ian J""". llowevor , in eno~ 
..:-J\.Ultl'J' LJ.u Un1 t>Jtl S L4l tt.!::l li&ll za.) pO'WOt' t:O 1ntQl'VCall.) waa u ie Y.hole 
h C tion hbd to bo J1S!~Uhuu unucr the " olors of a n&utral nation, It 
was <it Llois C·OO!I SlOl• to o&t tl.<; El<uCL.tiVu Ot r ice of tu~ i'reSiueut , War 
fca fugae Boord, throuuh l to Europ"an ro.tpru;entuuv .. , Jll', Ivur Olsen, 
now at t he Tr CJasury Dup_rtmun t , Wushi ngton bnd til~ American lli nistc r 
ln Stockholm! lit·. Hor schel J ohnson1 now u repre•entat~ve of the u.s. j 
1n u,., Saour t y Cvunsel o f tha United tlationa, took contaot •·.1th 
S·:1cd1 s1. Auj horitla:J o1nJ pdvate parsons and through their aedilltion 
wilh 111:1 son 11ho toa d i .,,dependuntly and e n his o•n iuitilltivo, plaunud 
Lo so t o Hungat·y in uu ut to10p t t o r Gscua f riuuds tt11d rdativos o f 
ills fr lund~ , ... s mo..ny peop l e l.I. S l,e could• t hun thra~teraod by Oepot-to l.1G 
b.11d cur tu .:.rJ Uea tb in tho u~sch.:.t.mbers . My s..>n \ • .hS a nt.rus tod Hi t H t •. a 
dlff icul L ..:.t H.: UGtt~uroua t ask uf l e wJins t.uJ orgW11-'Wla tlte pl ""ruu:u 
'"'ction 1 aud I t hink thut thay could nav.ar huvc m<.~.de 1.1 bettt)l" choice . 
For SiX IOolnLil $ ],,, fou,;ht for tltd llVuS o f uls pro'taj~ Ous 1 officibll ¥ 
u:; a :H.lcr .. : tol·, ,,r tne ~wed.ls 11 l ag~ t.i •. m uL lhtu~po, t. I kuo·N t lu.1 l. us 
o Jllo thor t am nv ur\Ci i ... ll.,jug~.:.~C~ble \,1 Lness but. L l:nOiV t h ti t hi~ co-.·ort l)_r s 
o••J t ho pao pla h e sbvo<l could nll t ell ycu ~bout Ilia romur kul>le 
~out'ug ~ alto! .bllity , whlch onableu l•laa Lo rbk hi" life ully Lf tor 
o:> ••Y l n this !Jullbld .. 1 t1 . "r"'ed cr lll.l.nals l.ith th~ livus of t•.ou~ •.• ,us 
of .lnnocant pe v ple • t stuke and to ,,iu t he ~wao d~>:l uftn d .. y . t,e 
fmct that " gr.:n t pa rt .,r the ilun&bril<n J v\IS h~v" surviv~d C<m 1>~ 
&Lt.rluut..;:!a Q :l !:i~l&tJ.u lly t o ouc mu.u1 \o'orkl:,g u!J th~;t r opros ontnt.lve llf 
th·.: s~.\ad lsl. ki'ug anJ. t.l1a Jtal\lric Wl prcsi..Jo . ~t , - -.y son. 'Ir:e fJWl6Lir1un 
ll >VUl'r..,au t ' ""' people acknowleusa tbh fuct auu liS a tokoa or tilo)lr · 
grutttu.lo f or Ruoul WullenlJ"ri, u . tr~ at L1 tl udupest ila a ba&n t.la 
nollli tw t ed aft~r 11l1A and. && a ow.UAeut is l.J01111 or e...: ted , 

Howova r , ""d t i.L t U th~ tragady ot a;- lasL t11o yours , 



! 
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JLaj von llar ' fl l c u P X Pugs 2 

- my a on did not coa e buck with the rest of tho Swedi sh l caa tion 
i n t!udapost pfter tho Russi<onS hiid oon~uerud the to1·.n. On .Tanuary 
t he 17t h , 1945, the Sovie t C0mw!asar f or For eign Affair s had · 
wmounoad th ut the advancJ.na ~oraJ.es had tlikdn Rlioul Wulldllber i 
i n thei r protection. Since then notl•ing ltlll b ean heard off1c1 .. lly 
of his fato. 

I ha ve written to you to s ecure your ussistunca in creuting II. 
public opinion i n f uvob of Raoul llall~nbera 1<0d of hi s liberlltion, 
un opinion which ln uu·, time muy suppor t "" ~ction by our gove rn
"'"nt and i t is lilY fir m bd!ef t h"t the facts stoteu 1n t his le~tar 
m•y be of gr<>nt !.ol p if t bey ur~ brought to public notice 1ll the 
Uni t ed Sta t dS ! . e . by publishing thum in your pres s anu broadcast1n&. 

Kno.1ing your intcNst i n ev~ry rJ.ihtcous cause and your gra"t 
ir.fluonce 1u the Uniteo O:.tutvs , I hope tlu•t I may count upon your 
us s ls tance i ll tt.is goud s uo jcct t.nd I woult.. be very I •• ppy to ra
cdve your "uggostions to any procodure ~J ,J.ch might hel p t o br1n& 
uLout t i ,e re l 'laso v f m)· sou. 

t'~.a.nking you i n ativ unce f or your kindes t help, I t~ua, 

V3 r y t.ruly yO lll'S1 

ILaJ von llurdel 

I 
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) 
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ILIANOR lOOSIVILT rAPERS, Cl.llAL COalliPO.DI.CI, 1945-1948 
WALLINIEtC, RAOUL 

i 
---

~ 
I w., 26, 1?'7 

:JI'!tlr U1u Th~eon• 

1 tl 4'ft ycur le\t. r oC . •Y 20\n 

Ual.QD. 

ln ftild1\1on, 1 n.t•• dr..., 

• 

• 

• 



I L!AMOR lOOS!V!LT PAP! lS , C!NilAL COlliSPOMD ! IC!, 194S-1 941 
VALLIMIIlC , lAOUL 

. ~. ~ 

DOROTHY THOWP~N~~,tl-
111 .IA6T PQwn • ....,. .,..~ ~ 'f 

Ur~ . Ele~tnor Roosevelt . ~.\ ~ / (!/ 
29 'Auhtnston Square West J 1 .,V 
l'ew York U, N, Y, {!) o A.f' y 
~y dear l'ro. Roosevel t, <!" " rr (I' 

~Y I crave your indulsence tor whet I "" afr aid will 
~•vo to be a rather long letter obotot o case which cannot tail 
t o ir t er cet you , s i nce the Protident , l!r . Roosevel t, wo e di
r ectly involved, And may I · say no~ , ot the outset, t hat tt 1s 
my hope thnt your rosit i on •nd your long friendship t or t he 
Soviet Union , ~•Y make i t poss ible tor you , al one, to per torrn 
an •et of t i!n&l justice? The c•a~ tor ~hich I am pl eodtns it 
th•t ot R•oul Woo,llenberg. 

Dur i ng the war PrP!ident Ro9tevel t set up t he We r 
Ret\tgPe l!cerd, under l.:r. J . W. Pehle tas I r ecall it) tor the 
P\•r oose ot r~~cu1n~ fler~on.s, eareetcll.y Jew~, ,.tJose i1veP r ere 
endnnsered by advancing ~An<An armi es . In thi s connection he 
addres•ed • specid Appenl to the people or Eunsary , 1n which 
country many Oermen J""s h11d •ousht •nd been gr""nted haven. 
To 1~pl~ment this rescue plan, t:r . Ivor Olsen , presently with 
the Treli'l!ury Dttportrtent , was ~ont ebrnttd to try t o f i nd some 
person or por!Ons V"'hO coul d ope rote rescue work' under t he pro
tection ot ~ ncutrel embessy in Budopoat. A S'edish buei neaa 
n•n, Reoul 'li•ll~nberg , volunteered , end with t he support or t he 
Swedish eovernment ~ent t~ Budepeot ns en atteche or t he Swed
i sh le~etion there. He did ~ rentest1c Job or r escue work. He 
got fake c1t1~enship poper• tor tfrootened J ews winni ng t or 
thi• the co! loboration of ell the neutral leget!ons, •~tchins 
so~e person• out fron the hands or the Gestapo ritht in the 
roil road str. tions rroc •hence they "ere betns deported to deeth 
caMps. ~~en the N~71 coll~pse in Run&ory came, c1t1tens naaed 
R street rnr h1~ end ~tarted ereettn~ A mo~ent to hi~ . He 
welcooed th• Soviet ar mi es . Since that t tce he hea absolutely 
d1ser.opettrcd . 

The Swodisb Legot1on !n Woocow, upon enquiry recei v
ed word from tho Sovi et Oovernm~nt i n J•nua ry 1945 thot Wa llen
berg h~d boon tnken under t he 11 prot ec tton" or the Red Armt ea . 
ThAt i s the only offici nl i nfor mati on ever received. Repea t ed 
enouiriel rrom the legBtion • e re never unsweredj enquiries b7 
h1s family •ddr e•sed to ~e. ~ollont&1, who had many trienda 
in S~eden . ~ere ~nswered by o nonco~n1tsl note thet the wet not 
in o position to do .nytbint. 

Raoul W•ll~berg hoa • 
United Stotes i n J~mwry or th1a 
1n Cornl!ll Un iveroity. li1t noMe 

hol t-brother who orr1ved in t he 
yeor en4 1s ~ ohYs1ca atudent 
l1 Quy von Dtrael. llr. von 



ELEANOR ROOSEVELT PAPiaS, CENIRAL COR&ISPOMDIMCI , 1945-1948 

VALLINIIRC, RAOUL 

DOROTH Y THOioCPSON 
JJf LUT POuT .......... ..-..r 

N I'W TeaK CnY 

Mrs. Eleonor Roosevelt -2- llay 20, 1947 

D~rdel has ep 'roa~hed our State Oep8rtment ¥'!11ch has, according 
to h1!t ~ory to ne, o~rored active lnterve·nt!on 1f the Swed1ab 
OovernMent actively requests it, But the Swo<lhh governoent 1$ 

obviously not snxious to exDeerbote international relotiOBS by 
asking the intervention of another country in its behalf, even 
though Wallenberg WO$. in teet. representi ng the President or 
tho United States . 

Wallenberg ~•• not onti-9ov1et; he w~o exelua1voly 
ent1-No~1. All the c1reu11etances lend t:1e to think th8t the 
affPir Mny hove been pure error , uncterst•ndble in the chaos or 
tho time. UhfortunRtPly the Soviet Government, even perhaps 
more tl:en other governments, dislikes to admit error, and 1t 
""" be th1o and this olono thot 1s responsible for Wallenberg '• 
continued dl$PD·•ear~mce. Ono!"ficially. the ram1ly has rcce1v-
~d • o rd from three sepflrr te $Ourccs all or ther.\ ror a time 
Rus•i•n or honers , th~t Wollenber( {$ elive onct in • Ru•sian 
penAl camp. The witnea~os ore not~ however , completely trust
wor thy . But \"Then hken under the prntection" or the Soviet 
a rmies, r hieb is officiAll y acknowledged by the Soviets, he was 
a man of 43 yenrs, in perfec t health . It is not likel y there
fore tl:at he has died, or 1! he hes, that his was a naturel deeth. 

It my hazarded guess io correct th•t b~s k1dnappine 
was en error, then little con be served by too much publicity. 
I t is conaeivoble t hAt he might be Y.illed, to r~move e corpus 
d~licti end pnts1ble witness ~rotnst Soviet pennl camps. It is 
my our;>o•e to contribute to •eve tho life of Voallenberg ond the 
honor of the United States, not to put the Soviet Union on a 
spot. His family appealed to me because they knor ey vory 
atrong reellhgo, often expresred, on the subJect or slave labor, 
ond I •~ compelled by my conscience to take that appenl seriously. 

But thinking of a poss ible wt y out, I Am eonv1naod that 
only someone like you, ~hose syn~othies with t ho Soviet Union arc 
o ootter or record, could, conceivbbly~ save Raoul ~ellenber& 's 
life, ond •~t At rest the terrible Anxieties of his family . I ~m 
~r1tin& therefore to osk you whether you ~ill write o per1onol 
letter to Stalin, settin& forth this cese and asking for hi$ per
eoMl intervention. I Oo not esk you to t&ke my word tor it, !lr. 
Olsen kno"s tho detr Us or Ur . Wallenberg • s aorv1oes . 

The State Dopartcent must ~lso have the fact!. And 

Cr. Wollenberg's br other, •hose oddre1s 1so Ouy von Dordel, 
Physics Depcrtment, Cornell University, is my informant and is 
ovn1lable for que•tioning , 



ELEANOR ROOSEVELT PAPERS, GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1945-1948 
WALLENBERG, RAOUL 

. . 
DOROTHY THOMPSON 

Zl7 BAsT I'OitTT-IIIOliTH 1h111111T 

NIIW YOIUC CJrT 

Mrs . Eleanor Roosevelt -3- May 20, 1947 

I shall give no more publicity to t his matter until 
I hear of your decisi on. I f the whole affair proves to be an 
error, and you are able to st·raighten it out, I shall keep 
s ilent thereafter, for my purpose , I repeat, is to help save 
Raoul Wallenberg . Further, I shall use what influence I have 
to keep the stor y suppressed, provided that persons like your
self will take up his cAse through your own channels. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

DT 1W 

,, 
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