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April 12, 1947
Dear Eleanor Roosevelt:

His memory is becoming more
and more sacred; Tenight we shall
attend the meeting at Hotel Commodere.

Sunday we look ferward te the grand
memorial services at the Judson Audito-
rium.

My gift from my children to commemorate

the day is a complete set of recordings,
“Rendezvous with Destiny" F.D.R.

I have invited a number of f riends

and we shall spend Sunday afterneon
listening to the glorious veice, which
will live in our memeries forever.

We bless you.
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A PLEA FOR A JUST SOLUTION
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ITunHﬂanBrmlmmllemhmd‘thM-
mittee of the United Nationa for the purpose of summarizing
the views and sentiments of the Jewnh people at this turning
peint of I forrunes. My mind goes back & quarter of & century |
ta the previous ssembly of nations which solemnly indarsed
our program for the reconstruction in Palestine of our national
home. I came from the councl room in which the mandate was |
ratified with the feeling thar the mose cherished ideals of our
own history had been sancioned by the conscience of all man-
| idnd. Ohur ancient civilization which had enriched the thought

| and spirit of the world was to be given & free ahode in the very
| eradle of its hirth. Our people were 1o find a home—nota |
refuge, not an asylum, not a mere shelter, but 2 home with
which their past memory and fisture hope were inssparably
bound wp. The Jewish people was to fashson its own palitical |
and social institutions in the image of its own charscter and
tradithon, on & level of equality with all other sations in the l
buman family.

I ean eestify here that the establishment of the Jews as a
mation amangs: the nations of the world was the real purpose
FRINTER 1N THA TRITEE FTATER OF ASERAS | and motive of that internstional covenaar indorsed by the
| | League of Nations, [n the light of this knowledge, [ cannct
| fail eo be amused by such frivelous assertions as that made by
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sn Arsh delegute here to the effect that the motive of the man-
dare was to reward me for alleged discoveries of paison gas. |
cannat avoid the conclusion that those who made these asser-
tions must have been equally unversed in the political and
chemizal liverature of the nme,

The mancare was inspired by high purposes, worthy of all
the exertion and sarmifice which we could bring, Ouar schieve-
msenes in Palesting where our people have crested npew socal
and cultural values and opened new economic oppartunsiies
for themselves and their neighbors were carried cut wnder the
sanction of this interrational treaty, Times have changed: new
sinzations, sew conflicts have arisen | and new conditicns must
naw be sought to enable us to Rulfill our unique destiny as 2
ration in Palestine. But 1 cannot turn to the consideration of
these new conditions without payiag tribute to the vision, the
tourage and the universsl equity which wnimated the fifty-two
signatories of the Palestine mandate in enabling our people to
approach the threshold of independence, where | believe and

kegpe it now stands. It is no coinddence that the statesmen whe |
developed the idea of organized international co-operation |
were prominently identified with the struggle for Jewish na- |

tional eqaality. Wilson, Balfour, Lloyd George, Clemenceau,
Churciill, Senuts, Masaryvk and Cecil, a5 well as the leadersin
the creation of the United Mations, found time smid their usi-
versal precccupatioas to plan for the Jewish state,

A few months ago in Jerusalem I kad the opportunity of
meeting your special committee and submitting my views on
the Palestine question. For several years | have consistently
belseved and advocated that the idex of partition, first sdum-
brated by the most distinguished snd authoritative Brinsh

Commission on Palestine, represents the anly practical com-
promise which faces the hard fac and offers an escape from

deadlock and frustration. It is not an casy compromise to en-
vizage—Ileast of all to one like myself who knows that the
crigiral purpose of the mandate invalved no such limitstion
23 is now proposed. Nobody dreamed in those days that the
processes of Jewish immigration and development would have
to be confined in one-cighth of the ares in which the ratonal
home wai to be established by isternational consent. All who |
were identified with the inception of this palicy have testified |
that the vision was wider than that. Before your special cam-
mittee, | brought first-hand evidence to thin effest fram sources
in full acquainsance with what the inteations of the mandate
were—notably that of Balfour, Llayd George, General Smuts
and of President Wilson who declared that o Jewish state was
intended.

You are now familiar with the considerations which led your
wpecial commiteee to recommiend, and our own representatives
to accept, the princple of & sertlement by partition and immi-
gration. 1 doubt if any political problem has ever been studied
by & more judicial end distinguished tribunal. For the most
part, the members of the special commistee and the govern-
ments which they represented had no interest or prejadice
which could interfere with an objective and dispassionaze view,
It is mat surprising, therefore, that the majority recommenda-
thans are canceived on the most scricely realistic principles. Nor
i it surpeising thas these principles have evoiced such wide-
spresd and powerful suppart amongst the delegations repre-
senved in this Commattee whose sole interest is in 2 just solution
of the problem.

The principle of partition has been the subject of such vehe-
ment controversy in this Committee that it may be useful w0
comment on it briefly at this concluding stage. There is nothing
new in the ides of 2 Jewish stare. It is no departure from che
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mandaze. It is the inevitable and Forescen comummation of
the mandste. | was surprised to observe the opinion of a di-
tinguished Arsb delegate to the effect that Jewish statehood is
a wudden and unauthorized extension of the rights conferred
wpan the Jews by the mandate. It must have slipped his mem-
ory or knowledge that full sovereign independence for the
Jewish national hame was dearly envisaged by the suthen of
the mandare, and there are pumErDUs proAoUNcEMEnts to thas
cffect an record.

Nat ome of these characteriseics which marks this commal-
piry is shared by i Arab neighbors. The questicn before the
Assembly is haw and by whom shall this Jewish community be
governed? By whom shall its development and growth be de-
termined?

Shall it be governed by a trustesf By the Arshal By imself}
These three alternarives cover all the variations of Palestinian
solistions and the simplest analysis of them must lead this com-
mittee inevitably to the conclusions of the majority repert.

The coatinuasce of 8 regime of tarelage has been wniver- .

sally discarded by all parties including the mandatary power
imself, The first recommendation of the report—the termina-
tion of the mandate—met with universal approval. And in-
deed the continusnce of this mandate or of any mandate i
hardly a fessible prespect after the declerasion by the United
Kingdam representative of his government’s intention to plan
for an early withdrawal, My own sensiments about the Brizish
mandate sre probably o secret to any student of the Palestine

question. 1 hope that when the Jewish peaple is secure in its |

independence the traditional British-Jewish friendship will
once again berome evident and the present tension will vanish
s 3 passing nightmare. The great servioes which Britain ren-
dered in helping to lay the foandations of Jewish independ-

ence will be remembered with spprecasion while the sordid
consequences of the White Paper pass into forgoaten history.

Yet 1 was impeessed by the view of the distinguished Soviet
represensazive thar che formal conssderations of law and his-
tary sre secondary at this mament to the considerarions of life
|ﬂmmwhmmmmhihﬂlﬁ
state arises from the facts und urgences of life itselE Conmder
the position. Here i & community of 700,000 with ity lan-
guage, its religion, its caltural traditions and movement, its
eety, it scientific spirit, its art and ity music, its universities and
schoals, Here, likewise, b & community with a great demo-
cratic spirit and a thercugh-going democratic structuse, con-
fronting another group which i in a different stage of devel-
opment, but is numerically superior. The inssicutions of the
Jewish Homeland are ia some way distinctive 1o iteelf and to
the Jewnh people of which it is the core. The srongest soli-
darity of this community is with ity kindred in Europe, the
battered remnanss of amciest communities, survivors wha
limger amiclss the memories of the past and the graveyards of
the present.

If we put aside the continuation of any mandate or trustee-
lﬁy,mmiﬁ&lﬁhbﬂlmmimﬁrlh‘w:w-
ernment of the Jewish Mational Home. Either it must be
independent, forming u free national unit or it must become
and remain & minorty under Arab rule, subject in the last
resart, to the will of the Arsb majority, It is ngnificant that
those delegaves who have speloen in this debate against the ma-
jaricy repart have advacared this salution—a Jewnsh minarity
in an Arab state. IF vou deny Jewish sarchood, there i no
oeher,

Now subjection of the Jews as & minority wnder Arab rule
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is 3 salutson which all impartial commassicas and tribunaly
have rejected and must reject. On moral grounds it is impos-
sible to take the only community in the world which expressed
the national identity of the Jewish people and to place it under
the domiration of the Arab Higher Commuttee. It is not anly
that the chairman and member of the Arab Higher Commit-
tee cannat be regarded as having anything but a hostile sttstude
to [ewish national ideals. The subjection of the Jews as & mi-
rarity to them is unaccepeable in all conditions. Those of
Jews who on the strength of international promise and under
the impulse of our own kistory made our hames in Pelestine
did not doso with the object of becaming Arab citizens of Jew-
ish periuasian

I will mot discuss whether it s a good or bad fortune tobe s
mincrity in an Arsb state, | would leave the Jews of Irag, of
Yemen and Tripoli—and the Chratizn Assyrians of Irag to
promounce upon that. Here I would only say that it is not the
purpome for which under internativnal suspices we were en-
cournged to come to Palestine. The idea that & naricnal home
an ever be equated with & minority position in 2n Arab smce
deservies no consideratian at all. It would burst out of such an
unnatural framewark,

It skoubd be chviows by now thar 3 distinet national wnit can-
not be sebjected by force to another nation in the name of
majarity rule, The distinguished delegace of Canada urtered
a prafound truth when be said chat *unity cannot be imposed
without consent.” It 1 in the name of this very principle that
my good (rend, the distinguished delegace of Pakistan, is here
with us today,

IF we discard the mandate and emphazically rejec minority
atatus in an Arab state, we are left with parfition and Jewish
statehoad 25 the anly possible condition for the fsture govern-

ment of Palestine, It is the anly solution which pramises final-
ity=a clear definstion of the limits within which Jews and
Arabs are free ta develop their nasional wills, Above all it
offers equality which is the emsentinl precondition of Arab-
Jewnsh co-operation. When the Jews face the Araba, a5 equals,
members of this Assembly, and of the family of nations, only
thea will the prospect of & real partnership open out. A Jewish
seate in Palestine will in izs own interests, as well 23 by it own
ideals, seek close co-operation with the Arab states oa ity bor-
ders. The majority repart in a maving passage refers to the
resalts which can emsue from such equal co-operation berween
the two Semitic

1n the thoughsfil and statesmanlike decluration which the
United States delegare made before this Commattee, attemtion
is drawn to the achievemeat by many Arab peoples of their in-
dependence in wide aress. It is appropriaze that the question
should be viewed in this context of relative equity. The Jews
are oaly claiming in small measure what has been confierred
upen the Arabs in abundant degree. There was a tzme when
Arab statesmanship was able to see this equity in its true pro-
portions. That was when the eminent leader and liberator of
the Arabs, the Emir Feial, later King of Irag, made a treary
with me declaring that if the rest of Arab Asia were free, the
Arabs would concede the Jewish night freely 1o sertle and de-
velop in Palestine, which would exise side by side with the
Areh stares.

My first thought ca coming to Palestine in 1918 was to see
the Arab leader and to reach such an agreement with him. (1
shall always be grateful to the British Military Authorities
who have enabled me o curry out this somewhar difficulr
journey into the desert.) This agreement wassubsequently em-
bedied in a Treaty. The conditson which he then stipalated, the
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[ independence of all Arab territories ourside Palestine has mow

| been fulfilled. The sres of Arab independence strecches far
aad wide. Independence is not the exclusive right of the Arabs.

| We Jews have an equal clsim to ir, This Amembly canno
possibly decree that the desire of the Araba to pessess an eighth
stare must obliterate the right of the Jews to possess a single
centre of independent national [ife.

Despite same of the harsh things that have been said in this
debate, [ retain my belief in the prospect of Arad- Jewnnh co-
eperation onde & solution based on finality and equality hm
received the maction of internstional consent. The Jewish
state in Palestine may become 8 pilot plant for processes and
emamples which may have a comstructive message for its neigh-
bors as well. The smallness of the ssate will be no bar to it fall
intellecrual schievemens. Athens was caly one small cry and
the whale warld is still ies debor.

In providing far Jewish seatehood the majarity report, in
my view, correctly defines the objective eonditions of Arab-
Jewish co-operation; canditions of finality snd equaliry, Buz
this salution sccomplishes something further an well, Tt hay
profound relevance to the Jewish problem which weighs s
heavily upon the conscence of mankind, We were deeply
mioved to hear the Sovier delegate refer in such eloquent termy
to the great tragedy which has befallen our people and which
bas demanstrated with such rightful emphasis the conse.
quences of its national komelessness. 1n describing the right of
the Jewish people “as of other peoples as well . , . that jey se-
carity and welfare would not be dependent upan the mercy
and good will of this or another stase," the Savier declaration
reveals s elear understanding of our deepest historic emotians,
This analysis disgnoses our disease as natignal homelsssness

and the cure as a home,

Nﬂlhi:n-ub]lmnfdhpludjm:n Europe and of Jews
'homrh'mp-ﬂdtuuﬂmhuntknhErmh
nlwdwinhinﬁ:hmmtnﬂhumjmrmmjm
hhpmhlqi-iumphum;rhﬁepwmduhnum
million and & half Jews in Europe sad the Orient who have na
w#;m%ﬁtmpﬂjtﬂmhﬁ
hlmmnﬂiﬂipﬁmuﬂh}'mdﬂﬂw—
mmwﬁmhmﬂmiwm
ment which | have in mind is thar which depends not 3o much
mbuvymmhnnnlpﬁzﬁudmhnmlﬂﬁ-
entific research can do much to expedite the progress of many
inclustries. A well erained skilled populaticn can do the ress.
1 hawe soms encouraging personal experience of these posshil-
ities. Switzerland b an instructive examiple of 8 Aourishing in-
Mmmyﬁmwn-mtmmﬁmm
resaurtes of skilled man power,

This sart of development, together with large schemes of
ﬁ'ﬁmmdhud.mld.tm,ﬁitmlrnhtjmmhm
in the healthiest way, Life in Palestine offers ous people not
only a refige among their kiraman but alio 5 chance of con.
tributing to the rebirth of 5 nation and the development of i
inssituticas. In this way the immigrant achieves 5 unity be-
tween himself and the soclety in which he ives. Our remmants
in Eurcpe who have btfurr&:irtyuihtirﬁlnu]lhlwa
tered kinsmien cannes wand the thought of anather Eispersion,
They do net throw themselves on the mercy of the world.
They are not suppliant, they are not beggars. They wish to be
citizens of a Jewish socety in which their capacities and idealy
will be fully az home. Your special committee had & good op-
portunity of testing these asserrions in European DP amps.

I have nothing o sy to those who represent the matural
desire of up-rooted Jews ro seek their homeland as 2 sart of

[w]
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dark tonsperacy fomented from outside, as a kind of exploita-
ticn of misery. The only hand of welcome extended to those
Jewsih survivors is the one which reaches out from our people
im Palestine, The only credi in the episode of displaced Jewn
belongy to those who have msisted our Jewish survivom o
|eave the furies of hidecas memories behind them and became
the honored atizens of thetr natiopal home. To delude them
with exhortabons to reconstrisct their own gravevards, or to
fall a3 unwanted burdens on the mercy of reluctant powers—
this i bo meck thesr tragedy and to insult their very mfferings.
Therefore, in establishing Jewish equality end nationhood the
LM nsred Massons can boch sclve the prohlnm of Palesrins's po-
litscal fusare and relieve the darkest haman tragedy of our
ume. In bringeng so many countries together on a basis of
agreement, the majority report has already done some service
to the camse of international harmaony.

Whils suppartiag the principles of the majority report [
weuld zak the Committes 1o give mew cansderation 1o certain
medifications which we kave proposed, expecially in respect of
western Galilee and the Jewish distric of Jerusalem. The
proposed economic union is 3 progressive ides which [ believe
is bownd to trumph over any temporary resistance which it
may mcet,

In reviewing its plams for the implementation of these pro-
posals T would wsk this Committee to make full use of the as-
sistance wiich our own penp]e can gn.-: En .rrul:ing the "Irpnh
State capable of its own defense. Undoubeedly, & delegares
have said, the Charter itself b the best mfeguard of small
states sgainst any aggression from its neighbors. We do soc an-
ticipare, nor da we fear any such aggression. We find it hard o
belseve that apv srates represented here take their international
nbfig:l.l'::m.l 0 lighl]y & 10 f.']i;.:tl'lgf the .Juumb,lrh roocam-

mendstioen by the threat or use of force. The Jewnh State,
when established, will scrupulously chserve the Charter's pro-

W feel, however, that the prospects of peace will be bright-
et if the Jewish forves maintaining security within our cwn
wtate are sccompanied ar the outser by an international foree to
symbolize the consent and decision of the United Nutioms.
Bust in all dreumstances our people are prepared to snake full

When this Committee comes to plan the creation of a Jewish
state, it will be fulfilling a proud hiseoric mision. Despize in
small scope, this enterprise stands kigh in the esteem of liberal
thaught, 5o many conssderations of justce and humanity are
imvalved. There i redrem for a persecated people; equality for
the Jewish people amongat the nations; the redemption of
diesert seal by cultivation; the ereation of a new economy and
soaety) the embodiment of progressive social ideas in &n area
thae has fallen behind the best standards of medern life, the
revival of one of the oldest culteres of mankind.

Ihuhmhmmm:ﬁmmuqdmhmm

greas enterprise described by the representatives of Irsqg and
Syrinas Nazisn. Making due allowance for the legitimate joys
of debate, I consider that this curries distortion and libel very

far indeed. Of course, 1 do noe dispute the right of those two |

gentlemen to speak with authority and intimacy on the natare
of Nazism. | .cannot rival thesr contacts in thar feld. But on the
asture of Zionism | hold myself a better exponent than they,
The chassrer of our movement a & genuine efort st nasianal
liberation and society building cannot be checured by vuck
tlunders, Some of them, including sbeurd allegations about
children being snatched fram their homes, are worthy succes-
sars of the most atrocicas libels in the sordid history of anti-

(2]
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Jewish incitement. [No cne who invents or gives cusreacy fo
such watements can Bave any reason for pride. On the other
hand, | must confess the deep mrisfaction thas [ felt after 5o
mry years spent in expounding the ideshs of our movemens to
hear so many impartisl and disinteresed nations from the Old
Waeld gnd the New from the East and the West, expressing
the spirirual and liberal motives of Zionism with ssch sympa-
thy and understanding.

1 cannot allow this srarement of the Jewish cuse to conclude
without 3 ward of appeal at this great bar of the world's con-
science, & world which does nat hear s in this moment of our

ageany would be deaf to the voice of justice and human feeling
which must be raised loud and clear if the mesal foundations
of our secicty are to sarvive, If you follow the impartial judg-
ment of your own quulifed Committes and admat us to your
honored table, we shall enter your company with a sense of
the sperirual and intellectaal challenge which the idea of the
Ulnived Mations makes to the conscience of man. [a giving us
this cpportunity vou will be faithful to the nobless ideals
which have been conceived by cur ancestors and tramsmitted by
them to the comman heritage of the world.

“The Leord shall set His hand agsin the second time to re-
caver the remnants of his people. And He shall sct ap an en-
sign for the aations, and shall sssemble the owtcast of Tarsel
snd guther together the dispersed of Judsh from the four
corner af the earth,™




In recognition of the nobilicy of spirit it reveals,
this address by Dr. Chaim Weizmann, delivered on Oxctober 18, 1947
before the United Nations Assembly Special Commirtee for Palestine
has been printed in an edition of 1000 copies.
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