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BUMNER WELLES

Personal

260 Via Bellaria
Palm deach, rlorida

January 17, 1947

Daar Eleanor:

Thank you very much for your helpful telegram sent
in reply to my enquiry about Aunt Susie. I know you have
had several letters from her since she arrived, but I thought
jou would like to know that I really believe the change has
done her good. She likeam the rooms I found for her, which
are up high and have a nice view and are about as quiet as
those aveilable in any large hotel. 8She goea out for an
hour's drive every morning and has seen one or twe people.
she seems contented and quite cheerful and is looking
forward to moving into her house at Urange naxt apring.
She peemsa to mé better both mentally and physically than
I have seen her in some yeara, but then of course, as you
know, 1 have only been able to see her at intervalas of a
good many monthe during that period. She says she has had
no neuritie pain since her arrival and says she will come
up and have lunch with Mathilde and myself alone some time
next week. -

1 wae particularly sorry not to be able to be present
at the meeting in New York today to which you and Edgar Mowrer
invited me, but L have telegraphed to say I will, of course,
be glad to Join the sponsoring committee for the larger meeting.
Balleve ma,

Yourgh\very aincerely

Mrs. Franklin D. Roopevelt,
Apartment 15-4,

29 washington Square, West, '
Hew York 11, New York. _,

Yithe



BUMNER WELLES

260 via pellaria
Palm peach, rlorida

February 17, 1947

Dear Eleanor:

four letter of rebruary 12 is exceedingly interesting.
I would 1ike to touch upon two or three of the points made
in your letter.

You are everlastingly right when you say "I wish we
had a clearer voice in leadership so that we ocould to
these countries - 'follow our lins to real dsmooracy,® and
not be fighting continuously against Fascism and Communism
without clearly sounding the bugle ocall for something which
we believe and know is better." That in reality ie the
fundamental issue. WHhat the President represented to the
masses of the people in the other American Hepublicas was the

personiffication of that "something better™ represented by "real
democcracy."” At the present time there is nothing here in the
United Statea which to them represents such leadership. When

you add to that the faet that Latin American publie opinien
will not tolerate any renewed attempt on the part of this

Government to interfere in their internmal concerns and bitterly
resents insults to their sovereignty and that kind of heotoring

and bulldozing approach to the solutien of inter-American
problems which our own Gevernment has recently undertaken,
you can more readily understand why anti-American feeling
has been mo rapidly growing and why Communism has been able
80 quiockly to grow in many countries where, until recently,
"real democracy" was truly the ideal. “

I fully agree with what you write me with regard to the

San Francisco conference. HNothing could have been more stupid
than for us to be mansuvered inte fighting for the admission -
of Argentina into the United Nations until the Argentine Uov-
ernment had carried out the obligations inourred at Mexico vity.

Had we taken that position at the Chapultepec Conference and
had we made it clear that we wanted the cooperation of all

of the other American Hepublies in urging Argentina to comply

with the commitments whioh she had made to of the other

twenty one smerican statea, Argentina would have taken effective

aotion before the end of the sSan Franoisco Uonferense.

Mra. Franklin D. Roomevelt,
Apartment 16-4,
29 washington 3quare, Weat,
Hew York, New York.
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I think you strees the importance of the German in-
fluenae in Latin asmerica too much. There are powerful
serman colonies in southerm Brazil, in Argentina, in
southern uhile, in northern Peru and in vuatemala whose l
members have for the most part been established there for
geveral gensrations and the moet of whom have married mationals
of those oountries. Hecauss of their manner of being, they
have alwaye a potential influsnce and their attachment to
yermany remains strong. <Their local political influence is
conegiderable. I have known of no Latin Ameriocan country,
howaver, where they proved to have any real determining aeffeot
during the second world War and I am confident that their sub-
servienocs to the uvermany of Hitler was much less than the
subservience cof these sams werman colonies to the uermany of
william II. Hor do [ think that Mesia's activities in
jouth america at the present time are in any mense under-
taken primarily to counteract what you cail the "rise of
German influence” in that reglon. I am convinced that
rugsisn activities have been undertaken primarily as & means of
pecuring some leverage upon the united States and in order to
bring pressure to bear with the idea of influsnoing our own
poliey should any international emergency arise. It is pre- |
¢ipely for that reason that 1L sc thoroughly deplore our failure
to perfeet our own regional syatem under thes united Natlions.
rhe standardization of military equipment in the wWestern
Hemigphere cannot be construed ae an act of aggression against
the sSoviet union or any other powar. It would be fantastie
to supposé that any Latin American kepublic womld ever lend
iteelf to any acte of aggresslon outaside of the Neatern
Hemisphere. <The proposed Inter-imerican yefense Treaty could
never envieage anything other than that which its name implies.
And | should add that, without exception, every other Ameriocan
wovernment favors both the conmclusion of tha Inter-imerican
pefenas Treaty and the standardization of military equipment.
rhey are deeply congerned because of the world pituation and
they sincerely desire full inter-Amerioan ccoperation and’the
protection by this means of the United states, just as they
wanted american protection during the Seeond world war.

Finally, L have a confession to make which | have never
made to anyone elge and which, needless to say, L will naver
publish. 1 urged the President in 1937 to appoint Spruille
draden as Ambassador to Colombia. I did so because I realized
that he had qualitiea of energy and initiative which had been
demonstrated when he was acting as our representative in the |
vhaoo vonference and which I thought would be of value in
eradionting the yerman interests then controlling aviation in ‘
volombia and the Japanese interegts which were uqmlring lar |
properties dangercusly close to the Panama vanal. The Fresident
wag very reluctant. He did not like him and he referred to him
onoe as a "bull in a ohina shop." In theses more recent yearam
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| have often thought how right the President's estimate

of Braden was. <the President finally agreed to send him
ag Ambassador to colombis where on the whole he did an ex-
gesdingly good job. He did it, however, in euch a way &8
to offend the susceptibilities of even such a wise and de-
voted friend of the united States &8 the then President,
ur. gEduarde Santos, whom you undoubtedly remember. when
sraden later went to Uuba he began to run amok and hise
activities during the mhort time he wWags in Argentina were
disagtrous. +The President was wholly right in his estimate
and L was altogether wrong.

i ghall send you & few lines iater on to let you know
now Aunt susie is getiing along and, if I am still hers, When
ghe returns to New rork, 1 will, of course, send you word of
the time of her arrival in Hew fork as you have asked.

selieve me,

AffMqctionately yours,

£
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February 23, 1047

fatsuol ot evel w eviy saesel¥
ofdltaw [Ltw I «aad T[a3 Sna ateul
Dear Bumneri .oc 7o ¥ob 2 nb wed of

I was veny muehciitetfdted in owr
letter and rather relieved that you
do not think we need fes® the
@German menace as much as I have
been led to believe.

uige you are probably ht
bgrutﬂr. Brgduﬂll'rnﬁql
who on the whole had a pretty
pccurate knowledge of people, was
right in think him a bull in

‘@ china shop. think his inten-

one are good and his funiamental
liefe, but he just does mot
to hanile people and attain
ends without too much frietion.
1 never have known Mr, Hgssersmith
an? the few times I have met him,
he hasn't ceemed very attractive
but you seem to truet him so I

g

‘hope he will be able to handle
“the Argentine situation.

Ag I wrote you I shall be away from
the 256th of this month to the 23rd
of March, but if you should need %o

g2t in touch with "{ my of fioe

staff will on hand at the above

" addrees and will know where I am -

88233
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evary day.
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(J? BEUMNER WELLES

, Oxon Hill Maner
Oxon Hill, Maryland

May 10, 1947

Dear Eleancr:
Thank you for your letter of May 6.

I have talked with the Brasilian Ambaseador. He is
moset happy to learn of your deoleion. He feels that the
best deolsion wounld be for you to deposit the etonme im the
Pranklin D. Roosevelt Library labelled as a gift to you
from President and Senhora Vargae. He is confident that if
this aotion is taken it would be deeply appreciated by all
seotione of Braslilian publio epinion and cannet poseibly
offend any perscnal susceptibilities.

He hae told me that he will deatroy the letter whioh
you Bent to him but that he wishes to send you a few per-
Bonal lines to express hies appreciation of the aotion whiach
you are willing tec take, and to tell you of his belief that
this will be gratifying to all of the Brasilians, without
exoeptien.

I am, of course, equally certain that ench moticn on
your part will permanently quiet the whelly unjustifiable
and unfounded comment® whioh have been published in thie
gountry. I oannmet tell you how lur:g I am that you should
have tc oontend with anneyanoces of this charaoter.

AT tionately your
J Pui “

Mre. Franklin D. Reosevelt
Val-Eill Cottage #
Hyde Park, Dutohess County -

Hew York

Believe me,

e e b,
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Oxon Hill Manor
Oxon Hill, Maryland

June 21, 1947

Dear Elsanor:

Thank you for giving me the chance of reading the
poem sent to you by Mr. Waldo Frank, It is well written
and very deeply moving., It unquestionably represents a
feeling which is held by many millions of people in our
sister republics,

I am returning Mr. Frank's letter to you together
with the poem as you asked,

I am a 1little bit in doubt as to what you mean by
the reference in your letter to "police state", If I
understand Mr. Frank's letter correctly, it was not ; 1 z;
Argentine officials but officials in our own Embassy I 4% )
who gquesticned the author of the poem when he asked for I/
your address, Our people at the Embassy certainly be- Lrﬁ(I
heved in a singularly tactless and stupid way and the
results obviously were deplorable, But, I suppose thei
motive was to make sure that you would not be molested L
by some possibly undesirable character. " Jéiﬁ

T have never known anything more ridiculous than
Senora de Peron's wvisit to Spain. It has generally been
regarded throughout the rest of Latin America as a
deliberate affront to the other American Republics in
view of the position they have offielally taken with
regard to the Franco Government, Her trip to Europe
will do Peron himself far more harm than anything that

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevalt
Apartment 3ix A
20 Washington Square West
Hew York 11, New York

ORIGINAL AND ATTACHMENTS FILED: FRANK, W.
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has previocusly hltplhld; The one thing the Argentine .

people will not gtand is being made o sppear ridioulous

end the Argentine Republioc has now pecome the butt of

every cartoonist gnd editorial writer in the rest of the . dq
Latin American world, ; ; _(.‘,v-

When you havg & moment I ghould be grateful if you
will let me know Aunt Busie is, I wrote her but I
have had no reply and I copnsequently fear that she is
not improving as rapidly as I had hoped, . V‘D“

Bellieve me,

Affectionately, ; ¥,1 M

¥ oo,

Enclosurs
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BUMNER WELLES
Bar Harbor, Maine

Septembar 28, 1947

Fersonal

Dear Eleanor:

I was sorry that I had not reached home when you tried to
reach me on the telephone the other evening at Oxon Hill., Ow-
ing to Mathilde's illness I was delayed heres in Bar Harbor
until the last moment, and I was obliged to limit my stay in
Washington to thas shortest time possible that would enable me
to attend the Committee hearings and then return here at once
to Bar Harbor.

As 1 explained to Miss Thompson, there was absolutely
nothing in the Department of State file that concerned you ax-
cept the two notes you had sent me with regard tc the Eisler
case in the winter of 1939, The Committes had subpoenaed all
of this correspondence some months ago and had even made avail-
able the text of your two lettera to certain favored newspaper
corraspondents before the hearings. I was given no opportunity
to make any statement bayond identifying the notes you had sent
ma and the repliea to them which I had ssant to you.

It has, of course, besen obvious that the Committee wishead
to make i1t appear that the White House was intervening dirsctly
in order to facilitate the entrance into this country of
notorious communiata,

Since the proven facts in the case sstablish beyond the
shadow of a doubt that the entrance of Eisler into this coun-
try as a non-quota immigrant had not the slightest connection
with the nctes you had sent me, nor with the letters which
Measeramith end I had subsequently written, but waa solely dues
to the disregard of his standing instructions by the Vice
Consul at Mexieall many months later and by the Board of Review
of the Immigration Service in Washingten subsequent to that,
i1t was arrangsd that Norman Littell, whom I had retained as
counsel, should 1ssue a statement to the press elarifying thess
facts after the testimony of both Messersmith and myself had
been concluded. I am enclosing a copy of this statemsnt for

Mra. Franklin D, Roocsevelt
29 Washington Square North
New York, New York




your own files since you may wish to retain it as a matter
of record, Exocept in the Hearst Press and in the MoCormiock-
Fatterson Preas, this statement seems to have enlightened
public opinion as to what the truth really was,

I am, of course, deeply sorry that you should have had |
this annoyance at a moment when you are confronted with your
present problems and burdens in the United Nations,

;r:u tionately your ﬂ

Enclosuras [

Beliave ma,




The Committee's use of the correspondence between Sumner Welles, as

Under Secretary of State, Oeorge 8. Messersmith, as Assistant Secreotary of
State, and Mra. Roosevelt, constitutes a misleading sccount of the admission
of Honna Eisler for permanent residence in the United States.

The net result of all the correspondence referred to was precisely nil
for Hanne Eisler. He was still refused admission at Mexico City. The Consul
General there on September T, 1939, refused to give permissicn for permanent
entry into the United States and granted Eisler only & temporary visitor's
visa fer twe menths on the showing that Eisler needed to attend to "personal
and financial matters” in the United States, subject to his being admissible
a8 & visitor by the Immigration Service.

Nelither Sumner Welles, nor Oeorge Messeramith, nor anyone else in the
State Department at Washington, D. C., was even cware, at the time, of Hanns
Eisler's sdmittance to the United States at Mexicsli on the California-Mexican
borderline on September 20, 1939. The truth 1s that Hanns Elsler, having
falled to get through the center of the line, first through the American Consul
Qeneral of Havana and then in Mexlco City, made a surprise run around left end
and caught a sleepy consular officer in the small town of Mexicali off guard.
This officer granted Elsler a visa,

Clearly this was an administrative feilure and oversight in that the
consular office at Mexicall 414 not check Eisler's name against the notice
sent from the State Department on April 13, 1936, to all consular offices
throughout the world instructing them to "refer any visa application to the
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State Department” under the name of Hanns Eisler.
The Consul General in Haveana had flagged the Hanns Eisler firet appli- |

cation on May 16, 1938, reporting it to the Secretary of State and referring |

to this "look-out notice” ef April 13, 1936. The Consular Officer in Mexi- |

cali in September 1940 was not sc alert. He overlooked this notice. He did

not comsunicate with the State Department., In complete ignorance of the fact

that Under Secretary of State Wellee, Assistant Seoretary of State Messersmith,

Judge Walton More, the State Department legal adviser, and the Consul General

in Mexice City, had ruled that Eisler was not a "professer” entitled to per-

manent admission (as & nonguota immigrant) the Consular Offlcer at Mexicall

granted a visa.

However, even though Eisler did for the moment make a successful left-
end run through the State Department line at Mexicall, he was immediately
tackled at Calexico, California, by the Immigration Service. A Board of
Special Inquiry of the United States Immigration Service re-examined the
case, reviewed Elsler's personal history, and heard his testimony that he was
a refugee from Hitler's Germany, that he hated Hitler and "hated Stalin in
the same way." The Hoard obviously believed Eisler, for on September 26,
1540, it denled him a visa only on the ground that he was not a "erofesscr”
entitled to a nonguota status.

Eisler appealed to the Beard of Immigration Appeals in Washington, D. C.,
which again examined the Eisler case, and on October 16, 1940, reversed the
Board of Special Inquiry, and held that Eisler's teaching experience qualified
him as a "professor” within the meaning of the law, entitling him to admission
a8 a nonguota immigrant.

Throughout all of the discussiens of the Hanns Eisler case, from 1938
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down to the decision of the Board of Immigration Appeals in October 1940, it
was tacitly recognized that there was insufficient proof of membership in the
Communist party to serve as grounds for exclusion under the Strecker case
decided by the Circuit Court of Appeals for the Fifth Cireult on April 3,
1938, and by the United States Supreme Court on April 17, 1939, If Strecker
could not be excluded after admitting his one-time membership in the Communist
party, there wasn't a chance to exclude Hanns Eisler on the evidence at hand
in the State Department or in the Immigration Service.

If the empleyees of both of these departments were fooled, so were a
lot of other good pecple who went on record for Eisler's admission: Russell
Davenport, Editer of Fortune Magazine, Allen Eaton of the Russell Sage Pounda- |
tion, Dr. Alvin Johnson, President Emeritus for the New Scheol for Scelal
Research and member of Oovernor Dewey's State Commission regarding the estab-
lighment of a state university, Senator Robert La Follette, Raymond Oram
Swing and Dorothy Thempson, and other distinguished citizens.

If all of these people were mistaken, 1f the Board of Immigration Appeals
wag mistaken, there is still nothing irrevocable asbout such o mistake, The |
law clearly anticipates mistakes. It provides for preliminary screening of
immigrants by consular officers throughout the world and for mere=—hessse /A—-‘M i
checking on admission by the Immigration Service, but it still provides for
depertation in cases where evidence is subsequently discovered showing that
the immigrant wes really not entitled to enter in the first place, or that if
he was, his subsequently acquired subveraive opindions or membership in organiza-
tions advocating everthrow of the goverrment, would require him to be deported.

If the Committee has the proof that Hanns Eisler 4s now a communist, |
then that preof need only be presented to the Department of Justice and
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deportation proceedings will follow.

What happened here was precisely what was pointed out to Congress before
it passed the Act of October 16, 1918, as emended on June 5, 1920. It was
unid_that the law gave too much discretion to too many widely scattered
consular officers throughout the world to bar or admit immigrants on poli-
tical grounds, Congress passed the law anyway, electing to give that discre-
tion to consular officers -- about 800 throughout the world. They have done
a splendid job on the whole, but Congress risked a variety of conclusions,
well illustrated in this case where the Consul General at Mexico City refused
a visa on September 8, 1940, and the Consular office at Mexicall granted one
on September 20, 1940,

Certainly the remedy does not lie in summoning and castigating high
public officials and faithful public servants such as Sumner Welles and George
Messersmith in a burst of hind-sight seven years after the immigrant has been
admitted, just because he slipped through a loophole which Congress itself

left wide open.
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. fb BUMNER WELLES

Oxon Hill Manor
\EJL Oxon Hill, Maryland

November 11, 1947

Daar Elsanor:

Will you forgive me if I take up a few moments of your
time when I know how pressed you are to ask your advice?

I recelved a couple of days age a letter from Wilson
Wyatt asking me to become a member of the National Board of
Amerlicans for Democratic Action. So far as I am familiar
with the objectives of the organization I am wholeheartedly
in favor of them, I believe that a progressive political
organlzation capable of affording liberal leadership and of
enlightening public opinion as to the truly liberal solutions
in the field of foreign polley, as well as in the field of
domestic policy, is desperately needed today. I should like
to contribute what I ean to any organigation that ean
effectively further those objectives,

In the present case, however, I do not know whether
Americans for Democratlic Action 1s so organized and so led
as to be capable of achieving practical results, WNor do I
know whether the responsible heads of the organization are
golng to be competent to keep out that communist or fellew
traveler infiltration which seems so frequently tb have
crept into other liberal organizations posseasing the sams
objectives. Finally, it has always been my very strong be-
lief, and I think it has been yours and that of Franklin,
that in the long run one could accomplish more in behalf of
liberal policies by working within the Democratic Party than
by working within some other type of politieal organization,

Mr., Wyatt has written me that you, together with some
other friends whose names he has given me, are taking an
"aotive leadership" in Americans for Democratic Action
although your name i1s not included in the liat of officersa,

Mra. Franklin D, Roosevelt
Apartment 15-A
29 Washington Square West
New York, New York



I should be most grateful when you have the time if

you will lat me have your opinion., TUnder existing conditions

I have, unfortunately, very little time to give becauss of

my present continuing obligations. But, 1f you feel that my
partieipation in this organization could be of any real value
in furthering the objeetives in which we both belisvs, T should
wish to do so.

Baliave me,

sctionately yours,

F\aky




BUMNER WELLES

Oxon Hill Manor
Oxon Hill, Maryland

November 22, 194

Dear Elsanor:

I am grateful to you for vour letter of
Novembar 18, It has been exceedingly useful
to me in helping me to make up my mind what I
should do with regard to the invitation of the
ADA .,

I cannot tell you how sorry I am to have
the news you send me about Aunt Susie., I have
written to her twice this autumn but since I had
not heard from her I had taken it for granted
that she was not as well as she was last spring.
If you can send me word from time to time what
her condit ion may be I shall appreciate it.

Believe me,

ctionately 8,

Mrs,. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Apartment 15-A
29 Washington Square West
New York 11, New York

=
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BUMNER WELLES h}j

Oxon Hill Manor
Oxon Hill, Maryland

December 5, 1947

Dear Mies Thompson:
Thank you very much indeed for your letter of Decem-
ber 2. I am happy t0o have the report that you send me
which seems to indicate that Mre. Parleh is a little better.
She had seemed eo definitely improved last apring that I wae |
extremely hopeful she might be spared another one of the
relapases t0 which she has been subjeet during recent years.
With my renewed thanke and with my kind personal re-
gards, believe me,

Yo very sincerely,

Mige Malvina C. Thompsen’,
Hyde Park, Dutocheas County,
Hew York. s o)
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