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I can aot rM&U. Wll&t « Qllls' ... teo d' , .. t a F -.&tJII•u 

col-' eatraaoe portS... ~ Rl?llftl.t' 1 .,._hill ort ••• ..... 

I be .sr-ttalatl the nwat,_ to ..... ea.t 1 MW... J, • " • • 

1na tor tbat epllo 11ral ,., et.-1 cauaU*r tiiWib • -l~ •..,. 

ot u the .pll-1t or a -·• II'Millln.t. ~ .o. let • .S..llt • I 

t hink t bat I toun4 1t, 

11J m14-Aupat jOIU'ft.,. up the lllldaoa to tbh •'- ID4 atuooo 

mansion bad oert&1nlJ' beea ua11art.-n •• a queat. -.4 ,.... llolr -

• ...,. are the aearelbS.a& Inn -iDa .,.. ot a JOIIII8. p~ %a 

"'J' oupertioi&l pur• u1t ot "alF'&IioUlt0 o~• 1114 4 'xho 1. ~t 

t•1le4 to re&li ae• ~1iatl the .p1rlt or 1 - ·• ,..., ... ~flo M 

be t ound in t.be diiPla pl- ._t be bra la>oMa ID4 1 IS.. 

Pel'l>apa 1t -• the unoouoioue HoofptitioD ot tl)ia.J'ut....,. 

oauaed rq etl'ldl .. 41aMtUtaoUon witb tbe ellbibltllt ill tbe II • 

velt .....,rial Libral'J'• !be 111oiiNIJNP .. tiM MPC\ff"PJ' ~ -~ 

ba ... toua4 much ot iate"'*' u Ule ..... ,.... •• wt •" J!S -.-., 

and pPu1deet1al -••• ~ wre nt"•lW ~..Uie U' IN'• 

41.phJ' cuu. But rq IISII4 WOII14 aot ~-- t111a11 r ....,~ u.to 

could be d1 .......... d &114 plaee4 - u..- .ia • ..... ..... .....~ 

Dtla , I tboupt, oould aot be U"'M"• 

I tolh'H4 aut t.be prYol prtla parrUo1 .. a .,_.., ¥Zl 

- re4-J'-ol4 b-lock be ... *Mil to••• ·ttl ~P w• *l ., 
..,. he~pt apiaat tile tatn""' ..t. !IF._._. •w•nlll• n .,1 
wltb abal'p• "pd .-a MIM z..-.-... .... ,,., 'tl P11 ... 
80ftM1•s fJ~ JDI CIIIJ .. tllkl Jlk&bll ....... , t;IIJ4Jt('l . .. . 



w1 th.l.n. In the cen,ero ot \be ...,._, Mt Ulle a 11•roteet 4h$ ctl" Sa 

a elaple 110\lDtl.ng, e\oo4 tiM -4o....a, reetaap!U ft!tMtlaa et a 

monument. 1 eupect that ~ ot!lftoe baft fO\IIWI tiM 81111'111 ot ~ 

Park and or Pranlrll.n JlooH\'elt ln tbe dlnt Mjuty of that *'""" 
aent, yet to rq mind thaN 1a e-th.l.ng 1'1kl &114 etai'Dal a11out U.. 

op1rit or place and or lll&ll t.hat NfuiU to 1te e:lpN .. ed l.n \be 

finality or the sr•••• 
Somewhat c<>nrueed aDd angry at rq oWD ap11areat: laole ct peroq­

tion, I turned my laet hopea towarcl the ra.blln«, B·abapacl colonial 

houoe oet a ohort d1etanoe baet 1n a groya of .. plea and e1'erogreen. 

I at1ll remember thinldng thiiD with einlr1ng dl .. ppol.ntaent tbat 

Hyde Parle could not o1'en -.ke UIJ elolaa to pb7aloal 8Jilelldor. On 

the contrary, the hot1ee ,.. a hed&epodge or arehltect,.... and f'urld· 

ture which had aohioYad un1ty only tbro&dgb the lnduls-nt lo•e of 

tho people wbo had onoe lhed ther-e. Bat d'ter all , 1a U..roe not a 

quiet nnctlty about c01111on th1nge wtlich ha,.. been l.,...dt 

I euppooe that oanotltloation through lDYe la aepeclelly 

n1dent in tha room• - ha't'e lm...., l.n eh1lclboo4 . At leaet that ... 

true or Prantl1n Roole1'elt'l bOJbood 1'0011. It WI a eillple little 

roooo--11mple to the point or aenrlt,.. I oea eetaly MD'IIiM -.t 

brae• bedateade exactly lllee the one ln that rooe art now oallaae. 

1llg the duet of u ..... 1n ~· ot .a.&rloan aH1ae, .... •• 

lllat -• alr ot outdatac! -... abel'at tba ..-•a n-nd -..Jl..O 

paper- and ite plain wooden '1111(~, And cih yu, aba'tl "t ..,... 

;tYf'get. u.. ,........ _ ... iiDd ~· - .... ..nt"'"'•f ' I""* fill 

• heart anwill~ to ... ~~· ... ~ 'Of.,. ... 
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Walking down the oorrtc!or, put tJ. 1'0 .. WileN ROOHYelt •• 

born and aoroaa to tba otbar end or tba ball, I •- to tM -

rooc '11!11ch ll L'J'do Puk to •· IIYft')"thlns in "--lt'a bedJ'o•, 

the sign on tho door tnt.,....d .. , bad boen npt ·,tuat a a 1t waa 

when be lett it. ~~ybo th&t io why tho opirit or place aooaed to 

linger in tho air like tho laat note or • aympbOQr • 

. I was struck at that -ant with t.M onoaru>y r eeling that tha 

rooc was wo.it1ng--wo.1t1ng with certainty t:qr ~ 0yerm.l a a or 

1t4 occupant. Tho tiroplaco wao atill piled wltb wood, 4P4 Pala'a 

basket i n the corner still quietly proclai~ed t~ little 4og'a 

triumphant Poaae1aion or a man•e heart and home. Roosevelt ' s 4r•••-
1ng gown was thrown ca•ually acroaa the high earud bed, and hh 

Jaunty navy cape atill hung in ita accuato.ed place 1n the cloaet , 

Tho little table lattp beside the bod was at111 lighted, and acroaa 

tho room on o ehelr beneath the window lay newe ~gaainos and mystery 

books wai tlnf! to be read. And through the bodro~ window abou , l 

caught a glimpeo or the rolling green billa or a Hudaon rhor land­

acape which eeeaod painted on tho sla•• itaelt. 

The final realisation or 111 queat cu:o to me with an all:loat 

phyiloal impact U 1 caught eight or Pranklin ROOIO'OOlt ' s wbeel• 

chair in tho corner. lt wao true that I bad eeen the rouropoatered 

bod where Rooee'Oelt fts born and tho ao:rene roae garden -re be h 

burled , but I waa certain at that IIOMilt that it waa aotllallJ' Ia Me 

Wheel- chair that the thirty• oeoOD4 Preaideat or tba VD1te4 ltatea 

.... born, and that the aplrlt or bb ........... will MYer lie dead 

i n that roae 1\U'den ao l ona •• l t Una in tbe I'OOAa ot a,«o Pa 1'11:. 



I onme then ae a pilgrln t o the Whito-columne~ entrance portico 

ot Byde Park; 1 cAoe 1M eeAroh or the epirit ot Frankli n Rooae• alt . 

I lett the rollinS green eotate doubly rer.arded, having round not 

on1y the oplrit ot the man, but aleo the epirlt or the place--having 

round that they are one. 
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