








OFFICE OF THE
FRENIDENT

WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE
INSTITUTE. W. VA

20 June 1947

Dear Mrs. Aoosevelt:

Following your letter of
4th, copy of which 1s enclosed, I beg to submit
herein & series of ‘dates on anyone of which a
special convocation might be ealled.

Possible convecation dates here
are as follows: October 5th; October 12, October
19, 1947. The following dates in November, 1947
would be acceptable as convocation dates: Bovember
5 and November 9, 1947. Please know that the dates
herein submitted are for your consideration. They

may be of value to you i eciding on a date to
visit this college.
Let ear from you. M
8ince TS,
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¥rs. Eleanor Roos t
Val-Kill Cottage

Hiyde Park, Dutchess County
Rew York
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Yal-Kill Cottage
Lyde Park, Dutchess Co.
Hew fork

Nay 4, 1947

Dear President Davis:

1 lo want to come to Institute some tlime
and 1 would much prefer that you hold the honorary
degree until 1 cen accept it personally.

It iz not possible for me to set & date
now until I know how much time 1 will have to give
to the work of the Human Aights Commission, but I
will set & definite time as soon as possible.

Very truly yours,

Eleanor Aoosevelt
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A E'l!ll]i";_i‘L' that 1= alert and alive to current and post-
war k.r-”'h'wr-.u-.. '.J] Students are trained to live vigor-

.m:c'n{ and serve 1"1:{'L|_"|1_’|11'Ix1. l: A member n{ the North

Central Association nli CUHL’?L’& ]|-n|' 19 years. q II"I.I_I;:"H.
scholarship and character receive 1m'|:1|m' {"'l'l'lpllh.'l.:'w.lﬁ.
'_ Practical and cultural courses meet the needs uf
enrolled World War 11 velerans.

{: A Co-educational Inshitubion.

lﬂ A Land - Grant I\-‘-l?lllli":j‘{'.

write Premdent John W, Dovis, Imstiduts Va
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WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE
INSTITUTE. W. VA.

orricx or Tux 29 April 1947 sovn w. avis

PRESIDENT

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

We have most carefully tucked
away here an honorary degree and a beautiful hood
which have been voted to you by the Executive Com-
mittee of this college and the West Virginia Board .
of Education. I am writing to ask if it will be M
8ll right to make awards in this connection™n 4
absentia" on May 25, 1947. q*w"’u

our regular convocation th

Mrs. Eleanor Aocosevel
29 Washington Square,
Apartment 15-A

New York City 11

fast
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A v.a'l'lmj__e that is alert and alive to current and post-

war problems. € Students are traned to live vigor-
ously and serve efficiently. € A member of the North
Central Association of Colleges for 19 years. € High
scholarship and character receive major emphasis.
] Practical and cultural courses meet the needs of
enrolled World War II veterans.

€ A Co-educational Institution.

A Land-Grant College.

For addittenal information, wrile Premdent John W. Davis, Institute, W Va
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Gicsmard Jirafenstous! Engluser Werm Mbie.s 715 Sevmund Souple
e Nettslal Wrtters @l
Lf Engturer und Journalist
{ February 21, 1947
I'Z
Miss Isabel Smith ' |
United Nations

250 West 57th Street ' |
New York City it
Dear Miss Smith: t
Perhaps you will recall that a few Saturdays ago, you received J
a telephone call from this writer just as you were about to '

leave your office for the day, and that I indicated a desire
to get some material before t Civil Rights Commission of
United Nations. I also recall that you indicated you had
been a secretary to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, who is chairman L

of this Commission.

In regards with our conversation, and in view of your kindness
in giving me the name of Dr. John Humphrey, secretary of the

Commission, I have sent him certain material bearing upon the
subject matter in mind, and he has been kind enough to acknow-

ledre same.

However, there are certain unusual circumstances which prompt
me to wish to bring to the direct attention of Mrs. Roosevelt-
certain facts in connection with this writer, and accordingly,
I am taking the liberty of asking you to kin&ly arrange for
the enclosed letter to be delivered teo Mrs. Roosevelt, as T
am sure you will have channels through which this may be ef-

fected.

Thanking you cordially for your kindness to me % ahn?um
-

and for whatever consideration you may be able to give this
request, I am

Sincerely yours,

W/D

PO Rex 323 fbacv,

i af et Fell ok




Prrm, Abbr, 715 Bormant Bempls
Boutes, Sase, K & A

. Benjamin Mest

rmbrr Wattomal Writers Qlab
Englnrer snd Josrualint

P.0.Box No.383,
Monmouth Beach,
Hew Jerasey

Feb.24,747

Mrs. Eleanor Hocsevelt,
% Migs Isabel Smith,
United Hationm,

New York,H.Y.

Dear Era.Roocsesvelt:

Through the courtesy of Miss Isabel Smith,I wish
to bri to your attentlon cePtailn data regerding this
writer for your consideretion,as Chairman of the Buman
lilghts Commiasion of the U.N.0O.,in connection with some
data which 1 have recently sent to the Secretary of the
Comm! ssion,Dr.John Humphrey.

I ghall not write at length in crder to describe
each of the inclosures as they will really explain them-
salves,but shall simply point cut that while most of the
activities referred to therein were belng engaged in,the
charges which 1 have reported to Dr.Humphrey were being
kept alive by those who ultimetely sought to further
injure me and -- a8 & result of these unfortunste and
demoralizing experiences -- 1 have sincerely endesvorasd
to promote the enactment of leglslatiocn which will here-
after protect others ( and AT LEAST seriously disabled

perscns) from having to undergo experiences without
FIRST having had an nppﬁrtnuiti 'AIR AND OPEN TRIAL
where they would have an oppor {

y ( in ng:n court) to
sat forth THEIR slde of whatever stolly may told by othera.

Also,1t may be observed that -- whereas,for MANY
years while these ohrg:: wore being held over my head,I
worked untirlngly in the interest of the Government's side
of the Muscle Shoals enterprises in N.E.Alebamaslt remained
for your late Husband to come forward and R MAEKE 3S0ME=
THING OUT OF THE FROJECT and expend it FAR beyond what elther
the late Senator Morrls of Nebrasks or this humble ﬂitwd
sver envisicned therefor, ( I was always on the side of .
Y¥orris in his battles for Government cperation of the project).

Thua, from a photoprint from a RECENT 1ssus of the C salonal

Hecord,you will see that interest in TVA continues to this
time and thus I sincerely that you and your asdociates on
the Hidmen Rights Commission of the U.N.O.may find some merrit
in my report and recommendaticns in this other ccntroversal
fleld to the end that something thereon may be lnoluded in
whatevar report and recommendations the Commission makes.

Very sincersly yours,

r
3
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BROOKLYN EDISON TOPICS

Elec. Constr. Bureau

By W. T. Hatter
Every man, from the division head

down, in the Consumer Apparatus Divi- |

sion is attending some night school this

year. All but one man are attending the .

Company School.

W. Benjamin West has just recently
returned from the American Legion Con-
vention in Paris. West is a member of
the World War Ampi He spent much
of his time abroad in visiting power
plants and electrical equipment mlnufu—‘
turing plants. The result of his visits

is a collection of

and machines. He
visited and ob-
tained a technical
description of the
New Barking
Station of the
County of Lon-
don Electric Sup-
ply Co., located
W. B. West just outside of
London. No tech-
nical information concerning this station
hluyethecn:smedlotheBritish
engineering world.
_ Hennel has HM_I_W acquiring




NAMEf Wost, W. Benjaain “ﬁ

HEIGHT 519" rumxnl PREFERRED
New York, N.Y. | .
WEIGET: 190 - WILL YOU LEAVE CITY? No. f W '
MARRIED: Yes CITIZEN? Yes
CHILDREN: One PHYSICAL DISABILITY:

Amputation (Disabled U.8.
|' , wears an artificial
.
%MAM MEMBERSHIP B.8.CoEe
: AuIoEdE.
EDUCATIONAL LECORD

Alabama Poly. Iﬂ]t‘i"-w&-fl'“uﬂl and Elec. Engrs.--B.8.
degree 1918.
Correspondence Course under a Mem.,A.8.C.E. and Eve.—-
Hydraulic and hydroelectric engrg.
Post graduate course at Bklyn. Poly.Inst.
Honorary Socleties: Acad. of Polit. Se.,Foreign Policy Assn.,ctc.

e : 201
Feb. 1944 Technical BEditor--Publications Agency
Dec. 19 D.8. Army Signal Corps

Duties: Writing,revising, rewriting and tech-
nical editing manuals for the for of the
U.8.Army Signal Corps and assoela egencies.,
This work includes gﬂli..l mdz:tmmi'u
'M manuscripts for er. ve
lt)c.u the selection nnugm drawing ),
captioning and arranging :ll.lust.ntiﬂ mater .1-
including drniul and photographs— to the end
thnt these i.rui 4}’ ced in the finished
‘.Ltﬂl 9 tor Final 'Iup-cm'
ur nJ.l manuseripts uu-d by the meul
Publications Agency. This work udes u-

pecially e all details for compliance
with standards in every respect.

1942-44 Naval Inspector,Florida. pector-in~charge
at one plant for 10 months).

1931 Editorial Representativ IIGIIMIE'MM,

e ﬁ&“ Loca and ob data nich
o a romwhie
tecimical arti were -Httn on various
Jeots and equi t in the United
States, 0—.2:. and Africa. This work involved
nmihr able travel and untnh with thousunds
’wal in various states of thnis and
other countries abroad. ing
tmm Ir mmm-mxum
Ilt:l. held at the Grand Central
,rrﬂ 192? to 1938 inclusive,on wany
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government projects and numerous large sriratnlr

constructed engineering works in the U.B.A.
Feb. 1929 Checker- New England Power Serv. & Engr. Corp.

Duties: This work involved checking drawings in
the drafting room, Mﬂl hydraulic computations
(in the office of hy ¢ engineers), looking
up and tabulating c tations, stream flow data,
checking the location of waterpower sites, writ-
ing technical articles for one of the company
publications, interviewing applicants for engin-
eering employment and kalginl a record thereof.

I also made studies of water power data at libra-
ries in Boston and New York and reported to super-
iors on same.

43 years Inspector-Estimator--Bklyn.Edison Co. Utility
Duties: (a) Cost estimating on industrial power
apparatus, e.g.substations, ctc.
(b) Bpauiricntiunl and magazine articles
writing on power plants visited
{ ) abroad. .
¢) Inspecting large consumer equipmen
prior to drawing plang and estimat-

ing.
(d) Investigating and comparing actual
costs with estimated costs of work.
(e) Keeping records and making reportd
on the amount of high temsion cable
pulled each year.

19138 Technical writer--free lance-- writing technical
1946 articles for various publications. ;
Duties: Throughout the entire iod (with some
exceptions) since the middle of my senlor year
at college, I have been writing amd contribut
technie articles to various engineering magazines
in the United States and England. Among the pub-
lications which have published one or more of my
articles may be mentioned: WPOWER"™, WENGIN-
EERING NEWS RECORDW, WSCIENTIFIC AMERICAN", (many)
"PR. PL. ENGR.", WENGINEERING" London, England—-
nundreds accepted; and "ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS",
(For 10 years, Editorial Representative, "Engineering",
London, Emgland. Now "Editor, Final In!p&ctor;
Publications Agency, Signal Corps., U.S.Army, Ft.
Monmouth, New Jersey).



PARTIAL LIST OF ARTICLES
By Benjamin West

1. "Warrier Steam Plant of the Alabama Power Couwpany', =
"Power,® New York, March 19, 1918.

II. "J, 5. Witrate Plant No. 2" .
Tachs H;].Mlnﬂ Jll'll-, I-I-T-, c“brid", H..Jﬂlr-hulgzﬂ'@

I11. "Power Plant at Bast Gadsen, Alabama, Being Hehabilitated"
Page 652, "Electrical Review) {chiul;o] April 17, 1920 @
{?nl. 76’ Hoe 1&)+

IV. "Technology Men Building America's Biggest Damn é/_’

Boston Herald, 4ay 3, 1920,
V. fHydro-electric Develo t at Muscle Shoals"® )
Electrical Review (Chicago) Vol.76,No.23,June 5,1920, (X /
V1. "Mat Hrush Scores & Success at Islapdn ég\
Boston Sunday Herald, Jume 20 (7) 1920. g

VII. "Revising digh Bridge® @
Sclentific American, October 20, 1920, (Bee cover picture)

VIII."S8ubstation at H:f Island®
Flectrical Review (Chicago), Vol.77, No. 18, Oet. 30, 1920(¢)

IX. "The World's Largest Shipping Torminal®
Scientific American, Snﬁluhn' 11 (?) 1920 (See cover picture.)

X, "Plans and Purposes of the er-power Survey"
Power Plant Engineering (Chicago Dscember 15, 1920.
(See also Industrial Lenagement, December 1520,

e A ieating Maastesn; Ny 7, 100
en e rican, day
Cover photo of wilson lh;.}- ]

XII. "Muscle Shoals Active at Last®
Sclentific American, October 1933.

XI1I."Pioneer in Africa®
"Power," August 1941,

XIV. "Livingstone's Last Tr Ground™
"Norld Quﬂwk, " March ? .

XV. P"Soll-Cement Base for Airport Runway
"Engineering News-Hecord

%

s"
" darch 12, 1942.
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" THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTON '

October 4, 1923,

Dear Mr, Test:
I received your letter of September twenty -
seventh and want to thank you for your kinoness

in sending me the/ i_uﬂ-tﬁeng.r-nighth lssue of

S e

!;E;irinurmg', the Dctober issue of "Selentific

— -

"-::T-:dl.meric:m' and the page fror the Sertemher eigp-th
iesue of "Engineering".
. I shall be glad to e¢211 the articles to which
you refer to the President's attentior at the firet
opportunity.

Verr sgincerely yours,

ﬁ«é fleo plpdons
LOUIE lieH. HOWE
Secretary to the Presicdent i

Willisr Benjemin Test, Fsc.,
?0 Eagt Avenue,

Valley Strear,

Ner York.

to the possibility that it would
neEveT more than 200 miles
ftrom , Ita salling point
without disasier. The ship had
been congdemned by the Britlah ad-
miralty as unfit for service and
had been pressed into duly because
of the wirtime shortage of vessels
The ship was still navigating the
Thames river when the first Ger-
man air raid on the coast of Eng-
I;I"u the pessimism of the
n 3

crew, the Gloucester Casile
reached Loblin, & Portuguess town
In Africa, aboul a month later,
He wenl on to Southern Rho-
desia by railway I&.d in  Umtali
spent several mon mupervising
the construction of a native Mreth-
odist church financed by Mctho-
dist misgions, The labor was ilone
¥/ natives who used primitive
methods of work, Stlone fur the
concrete foundations was

with hand hammers and water for
mixing mortar was pumped (rom

i
g

E
i
i

Later West wenl to the Mbereshl
missirn, 33 miles from the nearest
postoffice and 330 miles from the
nearest railway, Here he super-

o conatruct & waler wheel which '

s furnished power fur the lown. |

West is 8 member of the Boston '

of Civil Fngineers and has '
m.l several lochnical engi-
books as well as contribut-

.| neering
ing tn the Bcientific American, and

the Engineering News-Record. le
was al one Ume editorial repre-
sentative in the Unied Staten for
British engineering magazines, He
is a native of Alabama and a vel-
eran of World war 1,

West s & member of the Na-
thonal Writers club of Denver. He

souvenirs which he |

eracked | brought back from hi ravels.

They include a telegraphic drum, .
leopard skins, native tools made by |
hand, & hunting spear and bow and |
arrows,




14 CONGRESSIONAL RECOR

W e surplus splads weni into the ke claim of the TVA for ssempillon from Loe
—— = of aboclol. Bowe more of them  order of Reconversion Director John R Blesl-
ey W wp in U solhool-iunch program.  man curbing sll nonesssntisl eemirects nor
P o T for Lvestock feed—  do 1 wish to become involved in your gen-
b e Y B of Uhem Just spolled  eral references Lo dhe buresucratic miod at
The oo sl pear wha the largest on rer-  work,

L sasting o vand 475,000 000 Third, I do wiah, however, o slanchly
bam—— challenges your statement that, “The Authof-
I s mnfortunsie, o sy Uhe letst whal iy (TVA hes principsliy distinguished jeel
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large smounis of other
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——— poiais snemien witer sl
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A - o wveri the disesler
L. gt bring in the
way o priee wlmaneca of FuaT-

« More Favors™ ln your Movember 31
wat read with intersat, and wheress
the urpe 0 write you on his subject,
remaloed for & friend to also esilyour
rinl 1o my atenilon before 1 rescived o
Vol

o1, n8 & reader of the Regter, and ons
wi cualcmers, | cannot beliave thal, &t
+ you wolld willfully be unfalr Lo snyone
snvibime, &0 Uhess remarks are predi-

i o 1hal Lhesis
eond, 1 must confess camplets lack of
1 f ihe mierit [or inck of merit) of

s &0 insstiable spender of (ax funds ©  Be-

swtemaively about not only that project. but
wbsy wisourt, the TVA and (te mctivities for pub-
tewtions In the Tnited States and ¥
o that surely T should be in & poaition to
challenge such & slatement s thatl guated
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~This e ithoul doubl an sxseptlonal ox-
amphs of the meril of EItiple-pRirpom g8
valopmant, whars severs! banaflis sccTus
from e constrgciion of s siogle set of

pilahments.
Again, several governmmanis have
sanl agents Lo thess to study the of

APPENDIX

Finally, the TVA made valuabls and sig-
nifieent coptribullon to the recent war af-
fori. For esample, my (riend who prodded
me loto writing this ieiler has polnted out
ihe following feris which are known @0 Rim
as m Fesidenit of one of Lthe hundreds of oo -
mEuAilies served by the TVA: Large numbers
of naval landing eralt snd even
Tesktls wete onstructed on o large TVA lale
st Decatur, Ala, from which polnt they were
nble 10 pass cut to see—Lhanks to the TVA
(and Misstesippl river] navigsilon systema
He mlso says there was & great wreenal at
Redatone near Huntisville, Als, where mil-
lions of rounds of ammuniilion wers mads
during the recent war and that the sbund-
ance of TVA electric wWas B conbribu-
tory reasan for lecating this plant in thet
ares

This was, of course, In sddition o tons of
exploaives (urned out st the Muscls Shosls
nitrate plants, the power supplied to slus
minum factories for alrplans materinls many-
facture. and #ven the atomic-bomb plant at
Oak Ridge, Tenn.

With thess facts befors you, sursly you
will agree that when problems of natlonal
interest and cotcern are Being discusssd.
every posalble effort ahould be made o be
mocurate and truthiul and, sbove &ll, #p-
tirely frae from seeiinnal prejudice.

Concerning vour referenis 1o the TVA hav-
1ag destroyed the privately nwned power come
panies which had been operating in that ares
prior to the organlestion of the TVA, the
case was srttled by the Unlted States Bu-
preme Court (thanks to the lste Wendsl]
Willkie), so the power companies had their
day in couw. . In any event, whal is the aif-
feranice. In rightecusnes: bhetween drafiing
private property in the form of & human
Being for the defense of the Mation in war
{with frequent resuliant wrecking of his
lifej mnd taking over private property for
the good of an srfes of the Natlen in either
peace or war?' On ihe other hand, many of
tha private power companies which had been
operaiing In the Tennessee Valley and con-
tingent areas prior to 1933 are yei operst-
ing there, some in oompetition with TVA, o
“{hs Aghi goss on ™ P

Very trly yours,

W. B Woar,
Member Boslon Sociely of Civil Engineess,
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Trosas J. Kasoa

. ot Waids Mg Bisabled American Hrterans

NENOMAL IO ST NATIONAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT

" Jomm M. Estmm
e . Baitesy MUNIET  BALMEE, WALHINGION, B C.

Eam B, Hossaica
Wu. E Tam

Hay 1L, 19-3,

Mr, A, ‘est,
TERON el L kT ., |,
Lekelend, Fle, / o

lear Comrade Weetj .
%, i ¥

I hove just finished reading your #The Tyrsnay of Pevchiatry®,
end found it to be very interesting, end convinelng, Contect
with reyeral cther individusls who heve had eimiler experiances
convinces me that the sssertions in the first two peges of
vyour masnuscripzt, as well ae in the l~et fev pages, thereof,

are sbsolutely correct,put — whst is the remedy? I heve
discussed that gquestion with s couple of Senetors mnd Congress—
men, snd others, end heve had no sdecuste practicsble gucpest lona
to remedy conditions which you roint out, snd which heve Dbeen
duplicated many times over, throughout the country, I pm con-
vinced, not only as among veterans, but ae among clvillans, whose
relatives wanted to put them out of the way.””

I am returning your manuscript to you herewith, via regietered
mall, e per your previous regquest,

Why do you not put the whole thing in the form of an affidevit
in the first person, and then file it with the Veterans Adoin-
istretion ¥

With best wishes, I sm

v

mwr/he
enclosures,

CHARTERED BY CONGRESS TO REMDER SERVICE TO, FOR AND BY mEIiCA‘S DISABLED DEFEMDERS
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