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May 19, 1947

Mra. Elesnor Roosevelt
Hyde Park, Duchess County
Hew York

Subject: Mental Casuaslties in World 11
Dear Mra. Roosevelt:

Recently at a Town Hall lecture here s speaker made the state-
ment that 50% of the casualties in World War 11 we~re mental
casualtien.

This seems excessively high and so in order to verify the
atatement I wrote to the Surgeon General of the War Dept. in
Washington D.C. His repdy was quite lengthy end went into a
lot of detell but still left me in a guandary as to whethar
the spesker was justified in making the statement., He also
seld that Russia only had 5% mental casualties and England 3%.

The letter from the auggnm Genersl in part reads "sccoming to
statistics available, .2% of all discharges through medical
chennala from 1941 to 1945 were for neurcpsychlatric reasons.
This amounted to a little over 388,000 men. In addition, thers
were 163,000 men dlscharged through administrative chsmmels
because of habits and traits of character or inadaptebility to
the service. These two figures when sdded together amount to
49% of all diacharges for either physical or mental reasons,

If 49% 1a used as a figure for sll separations due to neuro-
psychlatric reasons it must not be interpreted as being for
purely "mental®™ . . . . . . , . Neurological diseases are in-
cluded, which are not mental. . . . . . If those discharged
through medical and administrative channels are thought of

8s & total percentage of 100, then 47% were separated for
psychoneurosis and 10% for phychosis. This amounts to sbout
one-helf of those discharged for neurcpsychiajrie reasoms,
broadly speaking, and which are in a sense "mental" ressons.

+« + =« » shope the foregoing hﬂp;o}u meke clear what is mesnt
by the atatement referred to as of cesualties of World Wer
11 were mental in origin."

In your opinion, would you say, broadly spesking, that the
Town Hall apeske"r was correct in his statement? This sub-
Ject has become very controversial various groups here
and 1s belng discussed g great deal. would indeed value
your opinion on the subject.

Very truly yours, . /
(]

o

Marine Blwd.
San Francisco 23, Calif.

P.3. I thoroughly enjoyed your speech which you made here in
March at the Scottish Aite Temple.
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