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Mre, Eleanor Roosevalt

Hyde Park, New York &E

Dear Mra. Roomevelt:

ead| your solumn in the evening FPost,

I have Just
e of a wider provision on the

in which you emphasized the impo
part of each community of oppert es of iddividual self-expression
for children. I had an hour bef been ocon dating writing you
about a children's theater whioh I am trying to inaugerate as a part
of our publieo reecreation program in Cinoinnati, You spoke of the
community center in relation to the problem of juvenile delinguenoy.
That 18 the point of view on which I have taken my stand on the matter
of the children's theater. 1l

so0 :

Looal professional/welfare workérs have ressed
confidence in the effectiveness of such a program and a genuine
interest in its establishment. However, such has been the development
of esiroumstances involved in the execution of my plan that I now find
myself in the middle of a somewhat vieious oirele whioh there seems
to be no way of breaking except through the enlistment &f outside
interests in the "ocause.”

Exoept for a rough outline of the theory on which
the proposal is based, recently published in the snquirer as a
"postseript” to my series of articles on the history of the theater
in Cineinnati, I have not been able to get the plam before the publie.
I feel that publie enlightenment on the importance of the issue
is a major faotor in the promotion of the idea., I have been assured
of the co-operation of the loeal press in that respect when the
idea has.reached the "news" stage of development.

However, for reasons whieh in my present position
it would not be good psyechology to discuss, I have not been able to
get the proposal before the Reoreation Commission, although Mr. Herb
Davis, Superintendent of Publie Reoreation, in whose hands it hes
been fof several months, admits the "desirability" of sueh a program
and the "possibilities" of the exeoution of the plan which he
encouraged me to develope.

I would appreciate it very deeply if you would read
the abridged copy of the proposal whioh I am send herewlth, and ;
tell me what you think of it., I have just sent Miss Lorothy Thompson
a copy, with the same request, and shall send out others tomorrow.

The opinions of people like you would do mueh to ltrl:fthil my ition.
It would establish an opening for loecal athizers with my e ]

to come forward publiely with an opinion wi t oreating the impression
of attempting to bring pressure to bear upon Mr. Davis. Although my
object in writing you is to gain support in the promotion of the
children's theater idea, you may trust me not to quote you in the press
without your permission or in any other way which may seem to you

unethiecal. _ i



not violate any trust
friend 1 oan Summon.

k

T belisve in this idea as I believe in God, and I would

laoed in me in relation to it. I need avery
here is & long road ahead, but I am making

progress. 1 am going lock for a word from you.

Yours most sinoerely,

ey



Theory

b dr That in a children's theater devoted to free self-expression
n th ;
many arts Ilnvolved we have the basie prineiple for the prevention and
treatment of those juvenile behavior problems which through the force
of their effect upon scolety are causing sc mmeh concern.

We know that most deviations from norpal behavior among
children are due to a feeling of inferiority or inadequacy for whish

the child is tring to compensate. In other words, they represent

the child's attempt to create for himself a place upon the world stage

where he instinotively feele there is a role for him.




The reason that sooidlly maladjusted children constitute
the greater number of delinquency dases is that such children have
found it necessary to foroe thei® way to the center of the stage in
order to gain the resognition they have been denied in the play as
sopolety has writtem it.

As an i{llustration of this point let me guote something
Judge Hoffman once said in a speech before the Woman's City Club.
It was in I938, Uommenting upon the polioy of police at that time
"to round up children im mueh the same manner as hardened oriminals,”
he stated that sinoce its sdoption there had been "an ineoreasing tendency
on the part of suggestabld childrem with deviations from normal mental
and physieal health to commit anti-sceial aots whioh they thought
would attraet the attention of the publie which they 20 greatly desired

as a means of satiefying their feel ing of inferiority.



"Ohildren who have committed serious offenses," he said,

"ghould not be taken around the oity in soout ocars, aococompanied by
police and permitted exultantly to peint out the loealities in which
they have ocommitted offenses, Hather, a ohild should be impressed with
the faot that delinquency does not pay, affords no notice, geté:one
no plaoce.”

Judge Hoffman spoke of the influence of erime and gangster
riotures as cne of the ohief causes of juvenile delinquency. However,
when we consider the final defeat to whioh the movie oriminal invari-
ably comes, the idea of eorrecting the ohild to whom such pietures are
suggestive by an explanation of the futility of his behavior falls
flat. If he ecould be thus impressed the movie in which he saw the
thing happen, as 1t were, before his eyes, would accomplish more

than any process of reasoning the psycholegist could employ.
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To explain to such a ohild that his anti-sooial behavier
won't get him l.ir place in 1ife is like telling the motor who pertrays
the willian on the stage that his role wori't get him any place in the
play. Yo the ohild the play is the thing and it doesn't matter mueh
to him which role he takes as long as i1t is a good one from the
dramatio point of view. \lll
There 18 no difference in the little boy of todey who holds
up & bank, a restaurant or a movle box-office and the little boy of
a hundred years ago who shouldered his father's musket and set off to
hunt Indians, It ;uu:- no more difference to him that he accomplished
nothing thean it did to the little old timer that he same or was brought
beack with no deed Indians. He knows, a® his young ancestor knew, that
the odds are against him. If there were no odds there would be neo

play. The greater the odds the more dramatie his part. It is his

defiance of the odds on whiech he bases his olaim to resognitiom.




To the éinderpriveleged ohild defiance is a necessary quality

in overcoming his handicaps. <the reason he so often finds his example
in the gangster or gunman 18 that he so easily identifies hie sense

of not "belonging” with the gangster's obvious position with scolety.
In the gangeter's defiance of ocertain rules of conduct which he, the
gangster, regards as arbitrarily established by a set-up called sooiety,
the boy sees the heroism of his own defiance of the conditions of

life which he feels have been wished upon him by he lkmows not what,

In other words, his anti-scoial behavior is a dramatization
of himself - a dramatization through which he hopes to disecover himself
a8 a really colorful and interesting person, like the guy in the pleture
In thies he is maing the normal play instinet &f children in an abnormal
way, foroed as he 18 by lack of opportunity for true personality

development to fall back on it emtirely for self-characterization.




In the human need for experience outside and hlfnnﬁ the
limitations of the individusl whioh we see first expressed in the
imaginative play of children is contained the full meaning and signi-
ficance of the abstract thing called “theater.®™ We go to the theater
becauge we want to to see life Iin 1tea varlety of moods and oonditions
and meanings - to live for a while the different life through a self-
prointia_n in the charaoters on the stage or soreen or perhaps llrlh'_
to see ourselves objectivelyd

We hear so much about the bad influence of the theater on
soclety. ®ooiety 18 not a refleotion of the theater; the theater is
a refleotion of soolety. Those pletures and ;1&]‘-. designed to appeal

to the ignorant and morally depraved are merely sommeroial exploitation

of ignorance and moral depravity, not crestors of these conditiona,

4s G. B. SBhaw would sey here, the purpose of true drama is to illuminate

life. Its whole oonocern is with oharsoter - it may be the ocharacter

ef an individual, a scolety, or a nation. - as it ie shaped by or shapes !

ciroumstance.

]
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Taking part in plays or in play produstion represents
subjeotive experience with a variety of situations on the self-detached
basis so important to the scoially objeotive point of view. No other
form of liesure time motivity carries withinidtself as a oconstituent
powsr the very prouess of developing the sense of judgment or valuss
upon whieh right behavior depends. Here the compensation for unsatis-
fied needs soc often sought in the pufauit of false goals is real; here
the esoapes from drab or unhappy situations whioch day dreaming or
other perversgions of behavior seem to the viotim to provide are turned
into channels of self-expression.

If there be any substitute for those harmful movies so widely
attended by ohildren it is a program of this type. If there be any
means of cultivating a wider taste and appreelation in art upon which

good theater depends it is by such an early disoiplinary metheod.

Ty ¥



by children, nct a theater un.lulir.l;' for ohildren. The best plays
are those which depend upon the oreative imagination of the audience
for thelr oarrying power and since the oreative level of the child is
higher than that of the adult, it is obvious that, although thers
ars plays which are good for -dn:-lt.l which are bad fo:lrl ohildren, thers
are no plays whieh are appropriate for ohildren that are not excellent
for adults.

Az to the type of drama I consider appropriate for shildren,
it can be most anything that ehildren ean relate wholesomely or on a
constructive basis to their own experience, mctuasl or postulated.
Perhaps an "idea" ocomtest in whioh the ohildren expressed themsslves
on the kind of things they would like to do would be a good way of
determining our cholee of plays for them. Anyhow, it wouldn't hurt
us to at least teat the value of the philosophy ecntained in Jesuas'

words, "A little ohild shall lead them.” No telling - we might learn

things.

In speaking of a children's theater I mean a theater condusted




Outline Of Elan Uf Opgenization

1l have beenm told that I must deolde at the outset whether
the nature and purpose of the progrem is to be oultural, funetioning
along the line of the so-called educational theater; reereaticnal,
oonstituting a form of liesure time amstivity; or therapeutio, ocon-
sentrating upon problem ohildren and eperating on a basis of elinleal
peychology. 1t 18 my oconvietion, however, that if the program is to
be really effeotive it must constitute a theeater in its own right,
inesorporating in terms of art the prineiples of educationm, Bcoial
servioe, therapy, and recreation, yet unidentified with any of these
as a field of concentratiom.

4 recommend that the Heoreation Jommission set up a depart-
mental unit for work along this line through the co-operation of
publiec, parochial, and private schools, and appropriately designated
soolal and philanthropic organizations and agenocies, There are many
aoctivities ocarried on in the field of eduscation and civie and scolal
welfare which ocould at onoe be co-ordinated in the formulation of &

tentative plan of organizatiom.

i
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I believe that the rishness, variety, and broad inolusive-
ness of such a ocentralization of aotivities would accomplish much
toward the solution of the problem as to how to attract those loose-ends
of Juvenile and adolesoent society who refuse to identify themselves
with the popularly designated "oharacter bullding™ progrems. I believe
that the very factors which make it psysholegieally impossible to
organize girls' olubs on the basis on whieh The Boye Glube Of Clnein-
natl are so effectively organized mare those whieh explain the attractive
ness of khe theater program to girls.

Let us call the program The Young Peoples Theater Guild and
each member school and group of young people a ohapter. A boy or girl
who is a member of opganized groupe ocuteide school shall be called a
free lancer whose obligation it will be to support the interests ot
those chapters in whieh he holds :rrn' membership by attendance to
all their performances and by any contribution of service which he may
be called upon to render in exchange for the broader opportunity of
partiocipation in their separate motivities. Aotivities shall cover tie
range of the professional theater to the extent to whieh the young

people are capeble of contributing.
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Bach shapter shall pledge itself to produce at least one
play or other type of entertainment each season and to attend 1in a body
at lemst one performanee of amother chapter each season. All might
plan thett setivities to lead up to one grand performance to be staged
at wusieo Hall.

1 suggest an age limit of sighteen or twenty years for parti-
eipation, except in the instance of professional actors who may be c.__u
oalled upon or are willing to volunteer thelr services to the effective
carrying out of the program.

Member servlice organizations and agenoies shall be appro-
pridtely designated as sponsors. 4any such group may spesify certain
ohapters as the objects of its affection, but all shall be pledged to
support and promote the interests of the whole program. The Reoreation
vommission shall have full control im the regulation of poliey and

potivities,
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Plen ¥or Finemoing

The o8t of the progrem will depend entirely upon its sgope

and objectives, factors which ocan be determined only by the response

depends I herewith submit a plan through whieh the program, on the
basis of the method of organization I propose, ean finence itself.

I suggest the establishment of a required entrance fee for
each chapter of $200, in exchange for whieh ean unlimited number of
uaaunn:n tickets with a value of §2,00 each shall be issued. ihe
entrance fee may bu‘paid by the chapter itself or by any one of the
sponsor groups, each of whiéh may enter as many chapters as it chooses.
Pledges for the amount of the entrance fee shall be acsepted from those
chapters (high schools or other teen age groups) who wish to pay their
own fee but are unable to advance it.

Any amount™volleoted in the sale of tiokets in excess of the
entrance fee shall rlprlllnt-?rﬁfit to be msed by the group in
accordence with its own pre-established plan. ihe purpose for which '
profits are to be used shall be approved by the Hecreation vommission [

when the entrance fee is paid or the pledge taken.

s i e,
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No person under high school age may sell tiokets and tiokets
may be 8cld only to persons over sighteen ‘years of age. All parscna

under elghteen years of age shall be edmitted to sany and all perform-

gnees free. They need not be residents of Clnelnnati or Hamilton
County. The patronage of "outsilders" or visitore shall be sclioited.
A season's tiocket shall entitle the holder to any and all

performances given by the Young Peoples Theater Guild. Free tickets

ghall be imsued to publie dependents by soociml welfare agencies,

(To Mrs. Hoosevelt: Realizing the largeness of the work involved
in the organization of such a program I have volunteered my
gervices to that purpose free.)




GOVERNMENT

\U
OF THE
GRAND DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG

441 Lexington Avenue, New York 17, NY.
Telephone: MU 5-2621 or MU 6-1990

April 22, 1947

Mra. Elesnor Roosevelt
29 Washington Square West
New York 11, N. ¥.

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt,

I have the honor to acknowledge
your letter of April 17th end thenk you for your sug-
gestion that I see Mr. Henry Morgentham. I shall

get in touch wlith him.

Respectfully yours,
Andre Wolff : :?

AW:1b
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GOVERNMENT ;

oF THE W

GRAND DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG A\
Avenue, Hew Tork 1

m‘lﬂqhﬂu'm“l! ¥
¥
Mrs. Elessnor Roosevelt P
14 Washington Square /\\}
Naw !m, .s I.
My dear Mre, Roosevelts

ell nations fedl his abepence today as msuch as ever.

Last week oy family and I vislted the grave of your
dear husband in Hyde Park. Those moments revived again in our
thoughts the greatness of humsn charaster Franklin D, Roosevaelt
has shown in his work throughout his whole 1ife.

In all the countries who have fought to throw off thelr
chains of slavery, in all the mations who have joined the fighting
foroes to liberate the world from fear of oppression, Framklin
D, Boosevelt im considered - and rightly so

the firet day of enemy aggression, gave new hope-%o the world for
a vigtory of men of good will,

¢
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Today all
members of the United Nations would 1ike to memoriali
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's work in & humble way to express
their gratitude. I believe that a soclety with the aim to keep
alive your late husband's achievements would meet with great re-
sponse in all gountries. This soclety could sstablish librariss
and organize lectures, presenting the humsnitariss desccratis con-
cepts which were so predominmmt in the late President's mind.
Sehools end homes, workers' organisations, tign meetings snd publis
assemblies, could all be channals to reash the ™

This Frenklin Delano Roosevelt Boolety might find its
foundation here in the United Etates by to friends who
would liks to join im.such an educational Bovement,
Iri'”uﬁ"mzﬂ'zf'“ﬁm“w
-] L] Preaidm should be very indeesd 1if you
“ﬂdl“ﬂhﬂ”lﬂHHﬂdeﬂ-.

With many thenks, I am,

:
:

AW 1lb







Met vreugde geven wij
kennis van de geboorte van
ons zoontje en broertje

Franklin Delano

J. WOLTERS

J. G. WOLTERS.
STELLINGWERF
PIET

LEEUWARDEN, 24 Aug. 1946
Vredeman de Vriesstr. 6

Tiidelijk: Nieuwe Schrans 26
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