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hddress given by 3
Mrs, Frenklin D. Recsevelt, Cheiman of the Commission on Human Rights

Dinner Fobrusry 14, 1947

I am very happy to come to this dinner tonight because these non-governmental
organizations that haye boen meetlng these last few days oare the brdige between
the United Nations and the people, and it is through you that the United MNetlons
will be made to succeed, We know gquite well that there are mey, mny pecple
throughout the world who hope thet the United Netions will do somethlng very re-
markable, Some of thus remomber the League of Hstioms, and they feel that the
Lesgue of NHotions laid & foundstion; hat somehow it didn®y accomplish what the
people hoped it would, end ancther war came, and naw, h, the peple through-
out the world are hoping. I think it is only through work of the pon-govern-

“mental organdzations that the poople ere poing to come to upderstand how they,
the people of the world, can make sny orgenizaticn of this kind fulfil its
cbjectives.

I do think we hrve come a long way. I have now been tp four mestings, twice
as a delegate frem the Unlted States to the Gumeral Assembly, and this is the
second meeting that I hove just finlshed on Humm Rights. The first wes a nucles) ,
meeting, just to plan snd glve our plans to the Economic and Social Council, am
then we called a meeting of the full commission, the first meeting of the full
Commissicn on Humen Rights,which has just come to an end, I dop't think many of
us in the nuclear commission reclly thouwent that the task of actually writing
a bill of righta would be undertaken guite as scon as we have succeeded in doing
it., Undertaking the task of writing the bill is only the first step, and I must
say when I listened to my two colleagies, Dr. Chang , and Dr. Melik, I felt that
I hed & very small role to play., My role was the role of just the ordinery persom
who has to understand what the leamed people writu, and so, when Dr. Chang said,
"This must be an historic domument. It must bu litercture, It must reyesent
the _mil-:sa{hiua of gll the peoples from the carly days of time and yet it must be
of today," I said, "That is a 1ittle difficult combipaticn," but revyertheless we

*may be able to do somethdng which will be the first stop along the road to giving
the people of the world s hopu that sone day they will have the redity of human
rights which can only exist in o world where confidence between pecplas exists anc
war is done mway with. It is juat the first step. It is hampered by a great

things, One of the tha World Foderstion of Trade Unions s poke about - the
diffieulty of finding pmeople t really do the work on all the commission of the
United Nations. In some woys thet is very dif ficult for many matiors, In sncthe
way I think it has ap advantage becpuse you find yourself meeting with the same
pecple, md the more you work togethor, the more you leam. I think probably
those of us who meet in one moeting after the other are getting to lsamn not
so much about each other but about our bockgrounds, our customérs, cur various
countrica, I know for imstance, in the Comaission on Humen Rights, thst I have
learmnced something new soch time.

Of coursme, it is true thot among ue there are very basic differences, and a
good many people bring out tho differences. Thay bring them out because where
tiere are differcnces, peopls have to ask ~uestions to get at » basis of under-
stapding, I will eite you one example., Wc were discysging in one mecting the
moaning of freedom, and ow Hussian colleague asked a uestion, It was an hanest
quoation, Words meon different things to different peoples. There are basic
differences in our noticrs. But one of our papers picked it up and said that he
was opposed to freedam. He never sadd he was opposed to fresdom. Hemas trying
to find ocut what our concopt was and to l:;phl.n to us what his concept was. He
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was ~uite right to do it. Our press was quite wrong in picking out the wrong
thing - not telling the whole story, not telling it accurately.

If this United Natioms work is te succced, we must seek agreement. We can
not @weays pick out the differaenccs. :

And then, of course, we are representatives, those of us who serve on these
commissions and sub-cornmissions, of owr governments, and, as repr esentatives of
our governmants, wo souetimes have to do some funny things. I found myself saying
one day that my govermment belicved in a certain principle tut nevertheless on thi
occasion we were not living up to it. This is a rather amusing thing to find
your-elf doing. But those erc things thot will change as we go on. Working to-
gethur is the great thing , snd if you in the voluntary organizations will go
out and explain that this isn't 2 finished thing; peacc doesn't come and human
rights don't como.just be mecting a fuw fimes; they come by dally working -
working together until we do moke bridges. You are the bridges that take us
into the hom¢s of peeple, so that they will make thelr representatives actually
feel their desires. If they do, this will succeed, and it will only "succeed if
the peoples do the work,
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WORLD FEDERATION OF UNITED MATIONS ASSOCIATIONS T
45 East 65 Strest
Hew York City 21

Address glven by by
Mr. Louis Dolivet, Intermational Editor of "Unit ed Mations World"

Dinner, February 14, 1947

The other day when the firat sesslon of the Voluntary Organizations opened at
the United Mations, I could pot help bat think of anotbher great’ international event
in which international organizations played a mnsidersble part, pamely, the opening
af the Disarmament Conference ot the League of Mations in 1932, Some, 1 think, who
are in this room, were present on that day, when men and women from sbout 35
countries came with petitions signed by millions of people hegging the powerful
governmenta of that time to undertake at last & declsive effort for the limitation
and control of armaments, I remember thet night there was a reception glven by M,
Tardieu, at which most cynical ranarks were heard, uttered by many represent atives
of powerful govenments, saylng that "Private organizations have made uas loss a lot
of time teday.” I wish thot the govermments of that time had listened to those
private organizations, as I hopu that the povermments of today who are controlling
the destinities of mankind will ldsten to what the crganizations have been saying
in these private meetings held in cooperation with the United Nations. Ithink
despite the fact that in 1932 the number of organd zations, ranging fram churches to
trade unions and to vericus pocial and economic groups, wend unable to prevent the
disaster — were unable to impose, by tho sheer welght of thelp pumbers, o reduc tion
and limitation Eg armaments, today things have chunged and something has come cut
very strongly {rom the meeting of the Voluntary Orgarizations. In O2neva Lhey were
almost completely on the cutuide, They were some kird ef necessary eyil which
the governmerta, smiling politily but superficially, hed to receive apd to aee
from time to time, '

I feel, simcerely and deeply, that we, the private organl gns, are in a
better position., We ore semehow part of the United Wations. ars is something in
tte Charter and in the apirit of the pew povemments which have emerged cut of this
disaster; there is somsthing in the promises which have been made by the Allied
Powers during this war which has permitted us to rally around ouwr flag 1600 million
humen beings, and to rusch one of the greatest military victeries in histery, which
has still remaired alive despite thu fact that we h yo leat so much of the spirit
of greatness in this war. 1 fesl that the Seeretariat and the varlous organs of
the United Naticns are really and sincerely sttempting to make of the private organi,
sations of the earth, big and small — of all the private citizens who wart to suppor
this effort — scmcbhing more than an outside organizations, 1 think that our sense |
of participstion can find an immense satlafsction in the fact that in the United
Nstions Organjzation everywhire the voice of private orgmigations and of private
public opinion is being heard, I belicye that if we ¢an overcome in the present
elpcumstances the difficulties which are still making so difficult the work of the
United Natlons , one day there will be the creation of that great assembly af
peoples which 1 an sure will, if not replace, at least will implement, the present
General Assembly, composed only or representatives of governments, ond from this
point of view I think that the meating of the voluntary ur;mhltinru was full-af
dignity and maturity, It was amazing to sde pecple vho had no of ficial titles, who
wepe not ambassadors or political representativ.s of thelr countries, or fareign
ministers, but who were-simply representatives of large or small groups, show such
a spirit of cooperation, & splrit of matupity, & helght of maral ylews which would
have made 1t possible for most of them, if not for all, to sit in the very official
meetings of the Asscably and of the Security Council - perhaps to bring something
more of the desire to succced than sometimes some statesmen seem to do,

{over) !
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Therefore, I think that was & good buginning, and I am very happy tonight

that we are able to examine once mare the results achleved, and, above all,

to determine again which are the best methods for private citisens, for the
citizers of the 55 nations who, I think, sre more and more accepting a sup-
plementery loynlty to thelr naticmal loyalty, one which is not in contradiction
A0 our own national beliefs but one which is like a prolongetion mnd extension
of our belicfa, which is like the growth of their own patriotism - loyalty
toward the one comsunity ns a whole, puprcsented by the United Nutions Organizatd
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PUBLIC OPINION and
THE UNITED NATIONS

by JAN MASARYEK

Minuler of Foreign Afairs of Crechoslovakia, Delegale lo the General Auembly of the
United Nations, President of the World Federstion of United Nationg Asociations.

N these post-war days of almost continuous

international conferences, Foreign Ministers
have little time for cutside activities. For years,
many of us have been looking forward to two
weeks' holiday in the sun, away from the war
and its altermath. So far there has been little
time for either holiday or, in my case, for music.
We are busy—in London, in Paris, in New York
and in Prague. But I accepted the presidency
of the World Federation of United Nations
Associations because [ believe fervently in the
United MNations Organization which we are
building up and, above all, because 1 believe in
the necessity of the people of the world ensuring
that their hopes are not disappointed. 1 wish 1
had more time to devote to this part of Lake
"Success.”

When the United Nations Assembly met in
London to set up the Organization which mil-
lions all over the world are hoping will bring
them peace and security, the results were
encouraging, but those of us who ook part in
that conference were conscious that only the
foundations had been laid. The problems be.
fore the United Nations were so many and so
complicated that some were afraid they might
prove too much for the young Organization.

Tuoday, the delegates attending the General
Assembly at Flushing Meadows or sitting on
committees at Lake Success are a little more
optimistic. There scems to be a sense of
optimism and cooperation here that was not
apparent in either London or at the Peace
Conference in Paris. I feel the achievements
of the past six months have so far justified the
hopes placed in the United Nations, and the
long list of items on the agenda of the Assembly
has shown that the nations of the world look
upon the Asembly as the focal point for the
solution of international problems.

Should I touch wood when I speak thus?
While the United Nations is already a solid

2

ization with enormous ibilities, it is
very young indeed. Fif nations with
different social structures and different religions,
ol different race and color and speaking differ-
ent languages can hardly be ex ta be
unanimous on the varied problems before them,
veto or no veto, Certainky all in their
longing for peace but only with time can they
come to understand each other’s approach o
the same ideal.

P ERSONALLY, 1 believe that the Organiza-
tion which we have set up is one of which we
may be permanently proud before long. But
as Mr. Trygve Lie reminded us in his report
to the General Assembly, “The success of the
United Nations depends ultimately on the con-
tinued support of the peoples of the warld
This suppaort, in turn, must be based upon
enlightened public opinion and the widest pos
sible knowledge of the problems concerning the
United MNations and the procedure used for
their solution. This is true at all times, it is
particularly true at times of crisis. Recognition
is given to this fact in almost every chapter of
the Charter and great stress is laid upon public
meetings and the necessity of keeping the people
fully informed on all developments.” That is
the task to which Assistant -Geeneral
Benjamin Coben and his Public Information
Department are devoting themselves, but no one
realizes more than they thar public relations
must mean much more than press releases and
radio scripts if their task is 1o be achieved.
Alongside the official Public Information
Department there must be an unofficial body
helping the United Nations to “capture the
imagination and harness the enthusiasm of the
people of the world"—there must be a peoples’
movement for the United Nations, That is the
raison d'etre of the United Nations Associations
which have been formed in twenty-lour coun-



tries of the world; that is the aim of the World
Federation of United Nations Associations
which the national Associations set up a few
months ago at a congress in Luxembourg, Some
of these Associations, such as the British
and American—which recently held successful
United Nations Week campaigns—are already
well established. Others are just beginning
work, 1 am confident that if they can succeed
in their sk of rallying the people of their
respective countries behind the United MNations,
they will be making a big contribution toward
world peace and understanding.

We in Europe remember how important has
been the role of public opinion in many of the
crises which have shaken ourbattered continent,
We remember how successful was popular
opposition to the Hoare-Laval Pact in 1935;
we remember how the patriotism of the
people of Yugoslavia overthrew the Cvetkovié
Government which joined the Tri-partite Pact
in 1941; we remember how the passive and
active resistance of the peoples of Europe hin-
dered the German war machine during the
years of occupation; we remember that it was
the suppart of public opinion behind the Red
Army which saved Stalingrad and the people of
the Soviet Union. Public opinion in the allied
countries the world over enabled us to win the
war against Nax and Japanese imperialism.
Today, in my own country of Czechoslovakia,
and in other countries of Europe, popular
enthusiasm in support of a program of recon-
struction is achieving remarkable and outstand-
ing results.

The United Nations would be failing in one
of its fundamental tasks if it did not seek 1o
enroll within its ranks the enthusiasm of which
prople the waorld over have shown themselves
capable in battle and in reconstruction, As
long as the future of the United Nations is left
in the hands ol a few, however capable and
however sincere, the opening words of the
preamble to the Charter “We the peoples” will
remain a myth.

THE League of Nations failed because in time
of crisis it could not rely upon the support of
the people of the world, Some governments
were able to repudiate it with impunity. The
United MNations, apart from starting off with
the great advantage of the full backing of the
two most powerful countries in the world—the
United States and the Soviet Union —is an
organization which, by its very Charter, goes
further than the League of Mations did in
building up the machinery for a united world

"o oo there must be a peoples’ movement for the
United Nations."—]an Masaryk.

~through the Economic and Social Council, the
Trusteeship Council, the Human Rights Com.
mission, the Commission on Women's Rights,
and through its specialized agencies: the Food
and Agriculture Organization, the World
Health Organization, and sach projects as
UNESCO, ITO and PICAQ. The work of the
Linited Nations can tomorrow touch the lives
of men, women and children all over the world
il we do our duty.

It is the aim of the United Nations Associa-
tions to rally behind the United Nations all
groups and classes of society—youth organiza-
tions, women's groups, church groups, the trade-
union movement, the cooperative movement,
business clubs, intellectual societies, and all
those fields of voluntary activity which make
up the patern of modern life. Support of the
United Nations is one thing on which all
political parties, all religions and all races in
all countries can agree. Through its organiza-
tion, all social groups can seck to achieve the
aims for which they are striving.

MNow, when the United Nations is beginning
its work, we must try to build up a concept of
world cititenship which will lead the man in
the street the world over 1o look to the United
Nations 1o help him solve his problems.



I AM confident that by cooperating together in
the United Nations Organization and in a
united peoples movement for the United
Nations we can do much to remove many of the
misgivings, suspicions and misunderstandings
which are so prevalent today. There are many
things about the Western Hemisphere which
the people of Eastern Europe do not under-
stand, and I find that many of the conceptions
which the people of America have about Europe,
from Calais to Moscow, are based on ignorance
rather than ill will. That is why I feel that
United Nations Associations all over the world
must devote their attention not only to lec-
tures, articles and discussions on the United
Nations but also to spreading information about
the different countries which comprise it

Through travel and personal contact we can
remove many misunderstandings and unneces-
sary tensions which still exist between nations
whose interests should bind them together and
not keep them apart through reciprocal sus-
picion.

It is in this confidence in the role of public
opinion in the modern world of cinema, radio
and air-mail newspapers that I am devoting my
energies to the work of the World Federation of
United Nations Associations. As Assistant
Secretary-General Henri Laugier told the first
Congress of our Federation in Luxembourg
“These United Nations Associations are not a
luxury. They are an essential part of the United
Nations and their success is essential for the
success of the United Nations."”
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UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATIONS

New York Office: Paris Office:
L5 East 65 Street 19 Avenue Kleber
New York 21, USA Paris 16, France
Tel. BUTTERFIELD 8-8000 Tel. KLEBER 52,00
Cable Address: WORFEDUNA Cable; WORFEDUNA

TO ALL NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:

We are enclosing for your information and records a
revised list of the World Federation Officers and national
associations.

May we urge that you place both the Buropean office
and the American of fice of the World Federation on your
mailing 1ist to ensure that btoth of fices will regularly

receive copies of all material you send out?

Thank youl

Julia Stuart
liaison Secretary
enc. - American Office

June, 1947
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M. Hanri Cochaux, 54 Rue Paul Lauters, Bruxelles, Belgium -

Dr. Sacfong Wou, Woochefee Institute, 85-86 Riverside Drive, NWew York 24 (China)
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TREASURER
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Sarphatistraast 35
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Bolgium) Paris Office
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July 3, 1947

My dear Mr, Mayor;

I learn from the World Feder-
ation of United Nations Assoolations
that you are in charge of UNITED NATIONB
WEEK, for Dutchess County.

Will you be good enough to
let me know what plans have been made
for the City of Poughkeepslie and for
Dutclieas County?

Very sincerely yours,



American Officeg
45 East 65 Streatr
New York City 21, |

Farip 'H‘p :
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The Second ﬂagulu- Wlp!.qg m’ t.hl ﬁﬁrﬂ Maqblr u:'.' ﬂw lIl'lit-Id 'lt-iﬂrn.l opm- at
nu,nin,g Humuga, ey kgk qlu,hgt, . |

Last year 'the ﬁnﬂricln mi&tim fu;.- # M‘l lhti-mn lnil rrnrr ﬂl-‘-ﬂ-
cessful nation-widecals ltiurl tg mna thy delegates:to New Im This p-
it is ‘ggain origanizing s nat Ilmim,lm this u:r lii;-h q

on the Fosponsibility and ole of ' the' Mtvmq 4a' the, lnite

. UNITED NATIONSWESK stabte én sapwm;-'wnd mnti;m.u dugﬁ.{gl ﬂuthr m, :
with, Fllpﬂrﬂﬂt progeans every day #ndiggﬂu 1!# in -r-rr *Fim_ : |

Mlﬂaph#ahinp:rt.mt.purt hiﬁt 1,,,1“».; i

We would 11.bm to see iJHI‘l'EI‘J Hﬂm m nulnkltgd h:rt.arlp iqﬂl{y i=l] lrmrld-

wide scale, with every United Nations Assogistion in the world gﬂ;t,p.,tpe

intarnlt-ictill cel: bration in each murd'.rg- Public. ;marut. and iiop.-

sre the backbone ‘of'the United Natiopd)' The ptﬁ.na he . Gg g’

af fopds an exsellsnt. qu:mmltr to stimlato publip im-lﬂﬂ- and rally l,?'

individual to t.u.k; par’q. the mainteh! .af t.pa .phq.uar; of p;in - th-

United Nations, f

The opening af thu Emlﬂl Hulﬂbl:r ﬂlﬂ\llﬂﬂ as. Hi mqlhnt qshg o -
mildi:n.nrmpn or stimilgting sctivity ﬂl‘t-h! l:hﬁ;ﬂ lltf#nw sociation in your
country n{nuu your Associstion could cqll l}d{w peration of
other nationsl arganizations and every h‘l.’d.iﬂn i.n jrnq.r ﬂﬁ;dnh in
B0mE WaY, +H

We are presenti hmﬂth @ bpiel outline of the i- am ‘Associst donls Pu'l-ln for
UNITED ﬁﬂmm ‘EH‘ Thia plhnr}iia ﬂ!uilﬂld for community o hm“m, go that
each city snd town cen prganize the best way to celsbrath’ ll;ﬁl) TIONS of
and uimpli'ﬁall upon youp nltil;t:ll wh;i or dqnh.hp .fn: P']-P l.:ﬂ p.ul ong
and mater

: ! .. '-.1 |I.‘ .._.__ 4 : 3 ik )

; %4 o
It may be that the uum ‘Aosociation'd plan. 1- net mﬂ.th in tq -nﬁutr
for the gopditions and cultire of' t;maunpt ry, .We fgel huwm,;l.ﬁ it 'will
give you en idea of how puch a utr 1 uhtp'lum can ﬁc qirrhd
out The needs of your country may requipe sn 11’ 'FFMnh,
thére may bs geveral ideas which YOUF. uqﬁhﬂ,a

If it does not uq féasiblo for your .ummup to J;q l.

2 TSI S &“b&nm ,u.e,::.“:'iﬁ':’

and to' point up th- irdividuil's ﬁ
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broadcast, 'uuppurud by n-mpTu'.'- drticles and publicity, or speciel proclamatiom
throughout the country, call attention to the fact thet tho General Assembly is
mecting, Such a celebration could lay the foundation for a larger celebration next
year.

i i

4

; fya
PLANNING UNITED NATIONS WEEK y
The plan outlined below 1s only a .m;{eatinﬁ. Even ﬁ'l'nulh condltions in your
country are different from those in the United States, we are sure many of these
idess are adaptable,

'If you would like to have more pomplets details as to how these gotivities are being
carried out in the United States; please write to the American Office of the World
Federation, at 45 East 65 Street, New York City 21, USA,

1. Seot up a pational committee which %)l devise a specific and detailed plan on
how to celebrate United Nations Week, and shat activities will be carrled out each
day of the week.

2. The committes should seek the copperation of as many other organizatibns and
groups as possible - labor unions, ¢iviec organizations, women's clubs, men's clubs,
church and religious orgamzations, ferm groups, mtionality groups, student and
youth groups, political parties, schools and colleges, public and clvic of ficers,
Tney should be asked to help in the plamming of activities, in distributing
literature to their mesborship, Melp supply speskera, take part in public ceremonies,
help make contacts for the committee with the press and radio,

3. Ask the large stores to arrange window displays on the United Nations or te
exhibit United Mations posters. Ask museums and publie libraries and schools to
do the same, showing the costumes, art, literature and music of the many nations
in the United Nations., Ask bockstares to arrange displays on literature about
the United Mations and the countricvs who are part of it, ;

L. hrrange for the showing of films on the United Natioms in schools, club meetings,
special meetings, Try to get the cinema houses to show special “short subjecta"

on the UN. The Public Information Department of the UM has an excellent library of
films on the various organs of the UN. 3

5. Arrange for special radio broadcasts on the United Nations. " Check to sea when
the meetings of the General sssembly will be broadcast and see that the time is
publicized. Broadcast the music of cother countries. .

b, Ask the newspapers to cooperate by pihll_.q:hi'nl tha fact that it 1s UN Week and
to publishspecial articles on the background and accomplishments of the UN.

7. Ask the radic stations to cooperate by putting on speaksrs, llvir,tl musical
programa illustrating the music of the variocus nations, re-broadeasting parts of
cutstanding UN meetirgs, publicizing the heurs that UN programs from the UN itself

are broadcast. -

8, Arrange for a concert of music of the United Mations,
9. Special religious cbervances and coremcnies can be planned.

10. Select an l.ppl‘bfi‘i.ltq slogan and design a button for people to wear that
woek, The Amarican Association is using the following slogan: "There's a YOU
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i,
in the United Natiéns," This may not be mun:lngﬁul when translated into your
national language, but your slogan should amphnsizg tha individual in the United
Nationa.

11. Ask the various public of ficials of your country - such as mayors or
governors - to issue special pmnlmat.iona cnllin,g ;tt.ant.inn to the celebration.

12, Ask businessmen to cooperate by publicizing the fa::t that it-is United Nations
Week in their advertisements, on trolleys, buses, delivery trucks , public plades,
railroad trains, theatres, restaurants, ete,

§

Ard if you need help or special information, write to the American
Office of the World Federationl ’
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