





A ship was sailing out on the sea,
flay out with the stormy tide.
Drifting along nearly lost was she
With need of & strong hand to guide.

The name of the ship was "Uncle Sam"
And the millions aboard it knew

That the ship was sailing off its course
But they knew not what to do.

Hunger and fear had gripped thelr hearts
And their load was hard to bear;

Whan out of darimess came a ray of hope
A light shed on their despair.

A new captain to sail their ship

Te guide it back on its courss,

"is have nothing to fear but fear itself",
And the peopls raised their heads;

Hope was born in turbulent hearts

Their faith was renswed again.

Ch, he could not walk the stormy deck
And swagger ss captaina bold

But from his chair he gidded the ship
And stesred it back toward its goal,

As it sailed on with & lighter load

And met other shipa on its way,

Those which were under oppressors’ hands
Ha helped them to find their way.

Then on thet®dayof infamy"

Forever in history written

By the treacherous hand of an snemy
His own great ship was stricken,

His peopls stood united

Pighting side by side,

They and their allies had nearly erushed
The fos who had dared to rise,

Their captain had never faltersd
While leading his gallant crew;

But trying times had taken thelr toll
His day of rest was dus,

to
as from the ships at ses,
riea grief and losa .
It came from the hesrts of all mankind
411 colors, racea and creeds,
For he had loved his fellowmen
And given his 1ife to their needs,

As the ships at sea sail on their way

Hew regiona to explors
The shining light of their captain's faith

Shall guide them forevermors,

A tributs to: Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Written by: Dorothy M. Frey Yeagls
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6347 Maryland Ave,, Apt. 1B
Chicago 37, Illinois
May 4, 1947

Mra, Eleanor Roosevelt
29 Washington Square West
New York 11, N. Y.

Dear Mra, Roosevelt:

Enclosed you will find eight sample newspaper columns and
a short explanation of their purpose,

I feel certain that you will be sympathetic with the idea
behind these columns, and I hope that you think as well
that this idea has been executed effectively, If this is
the case, would you please write me a letter to that effect?

My plan 1s simple: I have had some newspaper experience ’
a8 an Army Correspondent in Burope (P,R,0.), but not
enocugh to get an assignment such as I have cutlined on the
following pages without some outside assistance., I am,
therefore, sending these columms to a few influential
people in the hope that they will believe as I do, that
this work 1s most urgent, and will help me to initiate it,
either by making suggestions as to how it might be made
more effective or by arming me with a few letters saying,
in effect, "I think that this 1s a good idea and that you
are capable of handling it.,"

For I am convinced that some such program as this, which
attempts to explain one confused, suspieiocus culture to
another, is badly needed. And I am, of course s 8qually con-
vinced that I am capable of contributing something in this
WAY,

Writ from an apartment on the south side of Chicago, 1t
is difficult to indicate all that might be agcomplished in
such a series of columns, and it may be that I shall have
to begin, on my own, from Europe., Under such circumstances,
however, my stay might be both brief and uncomfortable, I
shall struggle mightily to get & sponsor before mid-summer,
and any assistance that you can give me will be greatly
appreciated,

If you feel the need for more information, I would be glad
to provide it at any convenient time during your visit to
Chicago later in the menth,

Yours truly,

Robert H. Yoakum
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A large nusber of the councils, ccemittees, and ssscclatiocns concermed
th the FPlight of the World, while differing on many issuss, agree on one thing,
They all are certain that their particular program can be succeseful only if
international suspicion is somohow lessened, It is absclutely neceseary, they
docide pericdically, that the coemon people in one nation understand the commen
people of other paticns.

It soema to me, however, that in spite of tho vast amount of theorizing
done by our altruistic political, religlous, and educaticnal groups, there has
been very little asccomplished at a prectical leyel, The pecple along my street,
for example, on the south elde of Chicago, may cccasicnally read of & report cn
France mads in the Chicago Council on Forelgn Relations but thelr understanding
of & French move in the U,N. is not greatly inoreased,

I believe that the greatest insight into tho actions of other natioms, and
into our own, in our relaticns with them, may be gained from a study of their
attitude towerd us., Robert Burne had the formulag

"0 wad some Power the giftio gle us

To see cursels as ithera see ua!

It vad frae monie a blunder free us,
An' foolish notiom..."

In addition to ridding ocureelves of certain blundera and foolish notions,
wo would come to understand that esome of the cpinions held about us are based on
misinformation and a consequent misunderstanding of our motiyes, rather than cn
gome kind of imnate malicicusness., I cannot think of any other approach that
could be so profitoble.

I believe, furthcr, that this approach can be made popular, If it reachos
oply the few who are alreedy awoare of the fagtors comtributing to international
susplclon and misunderstanding, 1t will be worth very little.

We want to kmow the reactions of experte and of the common man, in Europe,
for exumple, to current events involving America, to specific American customa
énd institutions, What does a London bobby think of American policemen? What
doos & Fronch Communist Deputy think of the latest American resclution im the U.N.1T
What does & Belglan waltress think of American eating hebite?

It would be both interesting and enlightening to know what impressions of
Amorica woere left by our soldiers; to know what kind of plcture of America ia
cbtained from the letters of relatives living herv.

This kind of information ie important, It is pot pow available to the
fmerican newepaper or magazine public, except in dribbles, It could be, and
should be, perscnalized in such & way as to make 1t avallable to a large audlence.

We camnot expect many nowspapers to agcept the tapk of providing thie in-
formation me an sducational service alone, To meet their peeds, as well aa to
have any value in the present crieie, it muet in itself be capable of winning a
largs audience,

This is the Jjob I would like to initiate in a newspaper column, or in a
series of magazine articles, entitled "As Otherg See Us"., I have tried, in the
pample colums. to give a toploal cross-sectiom and to indicate the o which
T think would be most effective.
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A3 OTHERS SEE U3

There are some Prenchmen who know & great deal about
the United States, but among thomse who imow only a littls
there ia probably mors misinformation about crime than about
any other cne subjeat,

A few days ago I wvas in a s=all town in southern
Frange and had a gonversation with the local baker, I showed
scme surpriee when he mentioned ths death of Al Capons.,

“0h, yes," he saild, with scme pride, "we read a great
deal about Al Capons in cur papesra bafore the war, Fe must
have been & very great gangater,"

"Yos, I suppose he was," I ansversd, modestly,

He continued to tell me what he inmew about Al Capone.
I got the i=pression that thers had been some disappointment
vhen Al was arrested for such an unromantic thing as income-
tax evasion. The local reasticn to that event was apparently
about the sams as an American movie audience's would be Lf
Pﬂ.nk Buck traoked down tigers with redar and a walkie-
tallde aset,

A 1ittle later the conversation with the baker bhe-
cams & little mors personal. He wanted to know hov many
people I had known who were shot.

"Mol” he exclaimed when T said that T hadn't kmown
any, "how extracrdinary)”

When I explainsd further that neither I nor any of
=y friends had sver been held up, hes just nodded and smilsd
mowingly. He knew when his leg was being pulled.

Although scme of the newspapers here play up orime
stories, just as do some American nevspapsra, the French-
man's =aln soures of “information” about orime in the 0,5,

is Hollywood,

The average untreveled Prenchman would obably be
quite disappointed 1f he made & trip to New Yor City and
didn't ses at least ons long, soreaming stream of black
police cars and motoroyoles chasing a car full of Eangasters.
Judging from my conversations he would even be disappointed
if he didn't mes this Follywood B-movie climax scens on his
firat night in towm,

Ansthar source of "information” about American orime
is the s paper-bound novels which, before the wvar, were
80 plenti in the cpen-air stalls along thes Selns, These
books are usually based on second-hand information about the
Torrid Twenties, and the ploture they glve of lifs in the
U.8.A. is & weird combination of "Spicy Detective" and LIFE
Ooes to an Elsa Maxwell Party”,

the wvar, at a U,5.0, Dance in Troyes, a town

about ninty miles scuthwest of Paris, I met & girl who had
been influsnced by American orims movies. I have the
[T that if an American sooiclogist had met her he would
have spent the reat of his 1life piloketing Hollywood studios.

The 1l was the daughter of & respeatabls, middle-
alass mmﬁ:rua had lived in quiet e all of her life.
I wvas & little surprised, then, whan she exoited over

the fact that I was from Chicago. .
“Are you & gangater?” she asked, har eyes wvide open.

The real surprise came vhen I saw the expression on
her face after I said that I wasn't. It was an sxpression
of deep disappointment, After ¢ little guostioning T dis-
covered the reason,

The looal boys bore her and she has her heart set
on marrylng a gangster, preferably from Chicago.

It's a good deal for some hot fugitive hﬂri'ﬂtiﬂi
can

back home, and in exchangs for a few cartons of Ams
cigarettes I'll be glad to furnish her name and address.
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