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I have received your letter of October £2, 1947
forwarding a letter dated Ootober 11, 1947 and enole-
sures sent you by Mr, Oonstantin l‘atltuh, former
Royal Yugoslay Ambassador in Washington, r‘oE:rMng
oertain gugonlnr dlsplaced persons satd'to in The
Britieh Zope in Gemmany, Mr, Fotitch, has communi-
cated with the Department on this -ubjaut and his
views have been given careful nmid-ntinn.

The British and Unttudl Btates Governments have
oollaborated clogely in respect to the prohlems pon-
neoted with Yugoslav displaced persons within their
Jurisdiction, and our views on the matter are very
gimilar, The ultimate digposal of persons paid %o
be within British jurisdiotion is primarily a Eritish
responsibility, Jjust as the final deoision in respect
to persons found within United Btates Jurisdigtion is
a matter for the Ameriocan authorities to determine,

The position of the United States Govermment re-
garding the surrender of persons whom the Yugoslav
authorities have requested for trial as war oriminals
or quislings was, &8 you know, recently set forth in
detall before the General Assembly of the United
Nations when this question was raised by the slav
delegates, The rnulut.tnn introduoced by the British
delegation and adopted by & large u;orit%.:m -
Ootober 31 in the Plenary Beselon of the General
Agsemlly recommended that such surrender requests be
supported with sufficient evidence to establish a
reasonable prima fagie case of identity and guilt
and reasserted that trials should be governed by

the prinoiples

Mre, Franklin D, Roocsevelt,
Apartment 1B-A,
£0 Washington Bquare West
New York 11, New York,
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the principles of justioe, law, and evidenos, Thie
runngutinn, it may be stated, embodies the principles
whioch this Government has consistently maintained in
dealing with this problem, In view of Mr, Fotitoch's
intereat in this subject, 1t is believed that he 1s
fully cognizant of the statements made on this matter
by the United Btates and British Representatives in
the General Assembly,

As for the suggestion that an inter-Allied or
an Anglo-American group hear the cases of oglavs
who are scoused by the Yugoslav Government orimes
committed in or against the Yugoslav state, there
are a number of considerations which render such a
proposal impracticable., The existing procedure,
however, whereby the United Btates Government determines
on the basis of all evidence available to 1t whether
the Yugoslav Government has established a EEE"' 1
oase of %-u.ut 18 believed to provide due safe
against the surrender of peraons improperly accused,

Faithfully yours,
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