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Lee's Lieutenants, officiall)' th<l 86th i'igbtor Group, io an att.aolc foroo ot 
outstanding P-47' Th1Ulderbolt pilots supported bye well- knit grOW1d echelon. 
Co::ICCUld.i.ng otfie:l-r is Lt. Col. Oc-orge T. Leo of Nornood, flats., the ETO r oc:ord 
ha.ldor or 258 co.obo.t miesion.s . 

1"h11.'1 a.gcr<·tusivo fiehtor-boaber group tlev ita lest mission on the morning 
or V-E Dey 1 ooding more th;:.n tfto ya!U's' service 1D tho Modi terranean QJld Europ­
oan theaters. It baa floqn under tho 12th Air force, tbo lat 1actical Air Forco , 
and is n® ba.aca at Cirosa Gcr<lu, Ci<trllla.ll,Y, Wld&.r th.o 9th Air Fcrco pend.11:2g rc­
dopl oyn=t. 

Dur!ner their trro yocre or dodging in c.nd out of t'laJc alleys l.A;Io's W.euton­
anta ha.vo become apeeialiats nt div-a-boubing s.nd atrdfing onCJIIY' ta.rgote, their 
nttacks aoahi ng H.ke got.r toeth ui th Alliod ground forces balow . T.hoy 'vo fiO'fin 
3625 uiaaione comprised of 28550 eortioe . Their record of dostruction encl dar­
llS<i includes llll~ loco:o-.otivoa , 10,420 r4i1Mrs, 515 ooo=,y pl.a.noa, o.nd 9960 
motor tranrsportB plus an ovcrf10'1'Jiil& bag or enom:r bridges , amauniticn dwapa, 
bar goa , r c.il ccnt.ors o.nd sir::Uc.r etrons potnte. 

Sixty-coo of Leo's Lieutenants loat their l ives ctt4oking cno~ targota 
.2nd 61 e.ro missing in 4ction. During combat. tho onoey destr oyed 200 plc.notl 
$nd ~ged 800; practically all ~hoao loteea v.ore troa flak. 

Oo c ~inglc day during t he Roao-Arno campaign, Loe ' a Lioutonante doetfoyed 
or tbnagad 462 onolli.Y vohic1cs, 1..~11ctod a groat cany caaualtio~, silenced gun 
posit.1ont~, nnd intordictod aevoral high:Pa.ya WJo-d by tho Oorocrts . For this out­
s to.nd.ing porforau.nco. tho Tl.~ Dcpnrtoont cor:lftOndod th3 ontiro grwp nitb a.n 
officLal cit~t1on. 

Loo-'a Licc.tona.nte 11.r0 nO\"! rcco~~Wendod tor tTio additio.ru;U. War Doper tc.o.nt 
citations. Ono ia for thoir low-lcvol tiro boobing during the Alllod nttaolc 
il'l Italy v:Uc~ "'' pturcd the koy positiono on I!Mto Boloonto <>nd I!Mto GrMdo 
in Oct,obor1 1944. Bctoro thoso c sac.ulta, thoy pioneered , thon robonrsod tho 
bost tcchniquoe f'or loo- lovc.l tiro bombing, a do.ngo:rous toc.t but dovoat..oting 
t o oncm.y :ntor1o1 Md mor.Uo . 

Tho oocond r ococcondod citntion ia for tho group• a dAwn to dusk opor~tiont 
during tho 7tb hroy of£ons1vo in soutborn GorlMl!Y• In ono de,JT -April 20 of 
t~ia y~ar -- Lco1 o Licu~nants dcatroyod or donegcd 91 plonos, 18tmotDr t r an­
sports , J6 rc.llClU"a , 20 buUdinga, a.nd roWldod out c. porfoct da,J by exploding 
oM a.."i''r'U.,i tion d\UIIP . 

Tho original co:jll.Goont ot officora ~d onliato.d mo.n .u-o now nuthorieod 
sovon b!\ttlc. s te.ro . Doop; to ~hoir loDJthy comb.J. t. duty, o. r ocont poll i ndicc.!. .. d 
an OV(.Mholudng oojor1ty of tho officers <~.nd onllatod n10n protor to roe t or 
r otr>in in tho sto.t cs ond thon join tbo otto.ck ogoinot J•pc.n, r r.thor tluul bo­
CC:IO part ot Europc 1a oecupc\iort.nl Coree . 

Upon tho r ocomrucndo.tiort or , Lt. Col. <loorcc T. 
Leo, coramc.nding officer, Je pl 0.1 to COIIKJ.bs on you n1tb tho rank ot h.oaoraJ?" 
liou.toMll.t in Lc.o ' s LioutoM.nts. lll air a.nd ground por1onnol o:xtond t.o 7W 
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~oplo ~ro ao prtAO tt &at e their Clowtrl ftr ~cor•la! l teal ur'~d tt wrl t t tt 
y ou •••"use 1 h<i•• road tho ltolllt wriltoo by ,....,.,, ?or~1na, tit le~ !.l.llilla lla· It 
WiU a d e ll~ttql ~otk . 1 ba• t alw~yl Ibid that Rolll t llt would ~· I CDI 1dt:re4 .. I DU 
our .ra~teat three ?reaident e. aut now I &a 1Dtl1med t o 91&11 him t irtt. I Dtlle• • 
t hat hit t ory will do 11. h ·e aldBDt LiDt tln wat nt. t • marly 11 lot td &I li'raK.l lD D., 
nor di d he ~·e thO unlque opportu oitiet ~or aotl&l reeonatruetl t D that your but)&»d 
er:Jqred (or lbQUld 1 ttl.)' trat &1l t4). ~1"-ahiD~,;tt.a waa trul:,r ~ . '8nt leM.D ot apiuopri&tt 
d i~ni ty aDd witdta, utd hil aartltl t e our o ount~ waa a nr.entoua ; Dut ht d id mot e~J •y 
t he e ontiuence of •~oh u ~eat ••~~t of our ~opulatith. ~rhape the ertale ot eut 
e onntry i n the ~we v e rioa a, 1781-97 uDd l93a-45 , were eq~lly •••ere ~nd ungte41• t•Dl e; 
bl.Jt wher e wuah.1n.""tOn \'lkl t :n.tatod., ? • .u.n. ';lli.l lo• od . 

/rf.~GI }&ri!Jlll ha l iuiOOd psr:orued il. 18rYi l l fer OUl' I CUDtr;ymen i D dJ'¥Wln&;; tbi l 
writ tan pi utur e ot c ur Preal dellt 5.Dd in u.et1n1»£,; the t:ew l>eal , li.l w eb . :::11 mueb hat 
Dt~en wrttten et t.. ugntUI1~ ~ 6llot1c nal r.ature OD t.hla auDJeet. o lll: waa nat er auro 
h ew llii,Ui h wa a true Uud. whUt mo ti vuted t ho "pro.rrwa" in it a tW'i Ou' part • · 

1 waa pa rtioulo.rl:; i:r.i)rEII&i ..& with h er tribu te to the wor.c you di<l while ? irtt Lady. 
A .. uln , 1 h&l.d ropeatod.l)' d etendc.4 ycur ~:~.ot.hitiea aw inter-etta . ii.l t hou.:h r.ot .(ncwina 
quite how t1.:n1fioa.ct they ·.,·ore t c. t ho PretidOJlt. 1 thl.Dk tJ:ul.t we citbcna, on r:ort.tlae. 
ewe you a pe rsc~l " t hiln.c: y ou." t or t he SGrtie e you _-aye "•'bo• o ut¥1 beyond t he utu.al 
Uno or du t y . rt As t he J::.ut hor llo.la , yeu e.xpaoted a. qui et teuuro a a b'irlt Lady , but 
ttlli :nu m t t o be . 1 .C ~\·1 t nt.. t you wero jun 'c~in1. y t.urselt; :~ou wol'e ~orutnely 
intaresteu i n 'Nll,;tt Y'-~ d id.. Ot her'.:li ae , y ou ul.h t. b.Q.' e lwAJ leas tour~I."' i n t;h& taee of 
the d i3tri~o ~cu oDdured . 

t.n li s let to r rw.y SOUJ,d LL bi t t r i'ltlal &.r.UI pu rh:.r.ps upnu•eG u"~J · .!5-ut utte r t'oacain&; 
b\i(jut ou:r ~roaiue nt .... oo t.ne iu&i<le !it.~ry c. t' t.hoso OT"J..:it..l o l;ly• , 1 r e e l &fli:.Ohow more 
:.;>pr·QQ1t..t1va , f tho r ul e :tau 'b~ t.1 .:~luyud in otJt< hl~t.ory . • ncl 1 f'ce l t.lu .. t even a St::l.l.ll 
word ot -.pprcei .. t itll fk'aa Ot;.O ot the cill i ons nho lleUO\I ('d in :fOU t...W touypor t ed. yol.\ 
will ,.h e you ,tll\lusu.re f <. r ~ 1:.u nant i n your c ti lJ. ou ay Ute . 

l t yoU f i nd tho tic.e , ;,rcu cJ~t hi...1a your aca~tury tell r.;e h ew 1 m1~t be et JCU&) 
in t ouch wi t h U11.itad }:ationa newa. Thla a .-enoy ia ."Ctti r...,: u let ot 'Dad tae lin&; trora 
t.he &eo&,mellt ot our p :;.,pulC.tioxa wh1;b doe•n't now w.nut ie ~"ein.: on. 1 reoeited a letter 
yeatordAy trCirti ~ atup ouatomer whe . a1 1 went t l h11 1rr1 t ut1 on atnUMll Sap' l 11 auppert 
ot t he U.o.it ei.J 1.ati olls or ."Uniz•titn. H• i mplied. tbkt we were puy1n.: the Whol e ~i ll and 
t hat. no .. occl wo~ld come ot it· Aa t or ~self, I Del ie we i n it, but 1 em no bettero 
iotoracd (e~ept ror ht t ict&rnLt i CDkl n~• t htit the uawapapera heud l1nej ~'bout ita 
a .: thl tie& t;htl.n 1 V.'UI u'U out. the 10·'-!6.lleu t;ew }je&l. 1 teel D.ew {eapetia.ll.,y titter 
ret~.d i D.:: Le l u tld ::Jt owe ' a %!!:.& !m.) that 1~~-" ot intoJWltit.c 11 JlOXto to t r e &..IOh o Halt­
baed cypt' lition it &i-utua&lly e necuru,:ed by lwlf-8&1-ked. M}.l~rO'fMl ; .CJl(.tt1JJi: the trut h wi l l 
" ~ op u a ft"el 4!.11l ti t ile ~• a r.l:ltiQll. a rt;J he l p on thia i dea Will De tii.ppreela ted.. 
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