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June 11, 1948

My Adenr Colonel Lee:

I hava

recnivaed the

notifinntion of ny anpointoent

re ¥

1nnrary Lisntenant of

Lee's TAeutenants, ond T deeply

naneraietes the
extenied me,

honar» woun have

I hone wery much that
whan vyonr outfit conrz hone
that any one who can cone to

gan me will do

A0,

“any thans and pood
wishes to you all,

Yory

Lt. Col. George
Headquarters gd
APO 374

e/o Postmaster
NYC

gslnearely yours,

T. Lee
th Fighter Group AAF






HEADQUARTERS B6th FIGHTCR GROUP
European Theater of Oporaticns
APO 374

Lee's Lieutenants, officially the B6th Fighter Group, is an attack force of
outstanding P-47 Thunderbolt pilots supparted by a well-knit ground echelon.
Conmanding officor is Lt. Col. George T. Lee of Mormood, lMass., the ETO record
heldor of 258 combet missions.

Tuis ageressive fighter-homber group flew its last mission on the morning
of V-E Dey, ending more thon two years' service in the Mediterranean and Europ-
can theaters. It has flown under the 12th Air Force, tho lat Tactical Adr Fores,
and is now basea at CGross Gerau, Germany, under the Gth Air Ferce poending re-
doploymant,

During their two yoars of dodging in end out of flak alleys Loe's Lisuten=-
ants have become specialists at dive-bombing and strafing encmy targets, their
attacks moshing like gocr toeth with Allied ground forces bolow. They'wve flown
3625 vissions comprised of 28550 sortics. Their record of dostruction and dar -
age includes 1114 locomotives, 10,420 railcars, 515 enemy planes, and 9960
motor transporte plus an overflowing bag of enomy bridges, ammunition dumps,
burgos, roil centors and similer strong pointa.

Sixty-cne of Loo's Licutenants lost their lives attacking cnemy targets
and 81 arc missing in action. During combat, the cnemy destroyoed 200 planca
and domaged 800; practically all those losses were from flak.

On a single day during the Rome=Arno campaign, Lee's Licutopants destroyed
or damaged 462 enemy wvohicles, inflictod a great many casualties, silcnced gun
positions, ond intordicted several highwaye used by the Gormens, For this out-—
atanding porformance the Tor Depertmont commonded the ontire group with an
official citation.

Loo's Licotononts ore now rocommended for two additienal War Doper tmont
eitotions., One 1s for their low=lovel fire bombing during tho Allicd attock
in Itely which enpturcd tho koy positicns on Monte Bolmonte and Monte Grando
in October, 1944. Boforo thoso assaults, they plenccrod, then rohearscd the
bast technigues for low-levcl firc bombing, a dangorous feat but dovastating
to oncmy matoricl and moralo.

The socond roconmonded citation is for the group's dawn to dusk operations
during the Tth Aruy of Censivo in southorn Germany. In ono dey — April 20 of
this year — Loc's Licutenonts dcetroyod or domaged 91 plones, 1Bl motor tran-
sports, 36 roilears, 28 buildings, and rounded ocut o porfoot day by exploding
an azrunition dump.

Tho eriginal cosplemont of officors and onlisted mon arc now authorised
sovon bnttle sters. Deogpite thoir lengthy combat duty, a rocont poll indiect.d
an overwheludng majority of tho officors and onlistod mon profor to rest or
rotrain in thoe statos and thon join tho attock agninst Japan, rathor than beo=
come part of Europc's occupetional forec,

Upon the rocomucndation of /&ﬁf ).\c;fe( , Lts Col. Gloorge T.

Loo, commonding officor, is pl to comnission you with tho rank of honorary
licutonant in Leo's Lioutonants. ™ A1)l nir and ground porsonnol extond fteo you
thoir most cordicl wolcoma, »
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rEs DEUTER A

@ ighty-Sixth Fighter Broup

®Bross Beraw, Bermany

@reelings:

@ his is o cerlify that

Eleanor Roosevelt

having shomn the qualities of aggressive leadership, defer-

mination for a complete viclory, and an exemplary spiril of

conperation with the Army Air Farces, s herelny appointed
an F!nmtrarg Ficutenant of Fee's Fieutenants,

S0ty :ﬁgl]trt @roup.

@fficial | _7:) ._.L;.,;LL\_// Mu*"r /%:ZI }7\ 5;"

Hyrey @ Fanskin T Ter
ﬁl Alr Coepa L. Col. Air Corpa
A jutan L'nm-:mdlﬂ
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LEE,D,

ORVILLE A. LEE S P.A. NO,14844
1440 N. BELLEVIEW PLACE T i
INDIANAPOLIS 22, INDIANA cLuB

Lreas frapclin D Roosevelt
United hutiensdale utien

lear Medam,

fecple wre so prene te save thelr flowers for fupersls! 1 feel urged te write te
you bossuse 1 huve reed the beek written by Frupses Percins, titled Ag ] Enew Him. It
wes & deld htful boek, 1 have alwuys seid that Reesevelt would e scnsidered ameny
eur Jreutest threc Presidents, but now I am inelimed te plage him first., I bellesve
thet history will do se. ~Fresldent Linpeoln was nct pearly se leved as Franklinm D.,
ner did he have the unique epportunities fer scelal regornstruetisn that yeur huskand
erjcyed (er should I suy travajled). Weshingten wes truly & Jentleman of spsropriste
dlgpity emd wisdem, wmd his servies te our eountry Was momentous; but he did met enjey
the sonfidense of such & great segmapt of cur populatiem, Ferhaps the trials of eur
scuntry in the twec perleds, 1769-97 and 1903-456, were equally severe amd unpredistable;
but where Washington wus trusted, F.U.H, wes loved.

Franses ferjine hes imdeed perlormed & servise for eur ecuntrymen in drawing this
writtey pleture of our Presldent and in definipg the New leal, s wush. Se mush has
bugn written of o econfusing spd emeticnal pature cp this subjest, ope Wae never sure
hew mueh was true and whut motivated the "presram" in 1ts various purts.

I was partleulsrly impressed with her tribute te the werc you did while First Lady.
Agqulm, I huad repectedly defesded your sativities end interests, &lthough mot <newlng
quite how sl nifieant they were tc the Presidept. 1 thipk that we gitizens, en musse,
CWE you & perscokl "thing yeu" fer the serviee you Jave "sbove und beyend the usual
line of duty." A8 the suther sald, ycu expeeted & quist tenure as first Lady, but
tals sus net to be. 1 cpow thut you were just being ycurself; you were peminely
interesteus in what you did. Otherwise, you mi ht have hud less eouraye in the faee of
the diatribe you endured.

Yhls letter muy sound & bit triviel upd perhups upnoeescary. Sut ufter readlng
sbout our Presivent spd tne fuslde stery of those erucicl days, 1 feel somehow more
appreglutive of tho role you beth wluyed in cur hlatory. +nd I feel thet oven a smull
word of sppregistien from ope of the miliions whe bellaved in you dpd supported you
will Ave you pleasure for & moment in your stlll busy life.

If you find the time, you wlght have your segretary tell me hew ] micht best koap
ip toueh with United Lations news. This agemey is Jetting & let of bed fesling from
the segment of cur populatien whieh doesn't kpow whut is o8lng on. 1 reseived & letter
yesterdey from & stamp qustomer whe _J&ve vent te his irritaticn &t"Upele Sap's" suppert
of the Upited Latious crgunlzatien. i@ implied thit we were puyln. the whele bill and
that po .ocd would eome of it. As for myself, 1 welieve in it, but I am no better
ipformed (exsept for het ipterniticokl news that the pewspapers hewdline) about its
aztivities then 1 wus wbout the se-gelled New Deal. 1 feel new (espealally after
revdipg Lelupd Stowe's Miﬂl thet lecx of informutienm is mext teo trevson. Half-
baead cppositien is setuully enscuruged by half-buced aporowel; cncwing the truth will
L-o@p us free epd virile we & mutlon. agy Lelp op this idea will be wppreeisted.

Yours sineerely,

Oty L
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