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l oYe.ber 28, 19~5 

., dear llr. LewiAa 

I aa aorry I c....,t 
return Ulo MCll1 "11..& cJ.u wlllcb )'O,. 
cue 'C1 hu:blln!! . .Ul o; t. ·• 1Jl1DI:• 
wbicu he U3~ p~r-~n-l-; . wre ~1Yi-
4 ecS UW3t • ..; t.~.<~ ehi,:.._ ...n o.· ~:oae 
t'.CGCK !f.' e• U . - t.~ tl~\lt' • \oi \ll'e thr .. 
or rtllu ~~~~&n1.tyin;: .. l• --··' 1t ·.olllAI 
be dirt\oult; t ' 1<...: •• 1., .... o """ 
)'Ow gav·• · 

Io tw.j c6 . .J .. it. will 
1\0 t ~ .. solG. triU1 1... .... .. ~. .. ... ;~ (.:vll•C­
t1'>!\. 
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fi i!OMOIIC. lti'I"WITT 

... unrru .. K.A.PLA!It 

UAIHiiY IL\.\' Il!Of 

JI"I AH WUWCI SCT8K\.' 

MA'( J.IADWIN 

l.O U &.If I' .US KL'"I/ 

:~::~~::= [I 
AJII.Il&H.AM k !1'1'EJlSIL4Ctt 

ct.iAS .J. 8TO!C:r; 

t'l\"1.&$)1(1t THArL 1t' ECH'nl'• 

.f )iATHA..~ Wlti88XAS 

""'111,. 1t•OL.n 

• 
.-J,IC;:S IHlft~T 

.fACJKI'IOS tiOI. DW.A N. 

llt:.S KAUf'MAS 

HJ WIHOKK 

BRONX COUNTY 

CONCOURSE PLAZA HOTEL 
Grlnet COtiCOUUt 6 161 11 Strert, II'ONI. N. Y, 

&.,r/='1 c,.,.u.,, MtUf 611.,1911$ 

M:• s . Eleanor Roosovo l t 
'llh l te House 
\.aahln r.:ton , D. C. 

Dear Wrs . Roosevelt: 

n._•MT Sc•u•,.•~ ...._.CII-

April 6, 1945 . 

, 1,(YLYI4 BLOOM • .a.c .......... ,. 

The ~ irst Annual ~oncert of the Liberal 
Party ln Bronx County will be he l d on ~y 6th, 1945 . 
In connection with this affair, ~e shall publish a 
Souvenir Journal to be prefaced by gr eetings from 
outstanding leaders oL' the liberal, pro<'ress ive and 
trade union movements and of our Party, as well as 
from distinguished friends prominent in ~ublic life . 

lOy ~oour;:.ose in wr 1 ting at this time 1s to 
i nvite you to send a massage tor ;:.ubl1cat1on in this 
year's Journal. I know t hat our entire orcanizat1on 
~ould hi ghly val ue ~eatings from you on this occasion . 

May I ado that I shall personally greatly 
a~preciate your me ssage , and I hope that you will 
send it to me at your earliest convenience • 

;t;;;r.::;;.:g 
Chairman , ......-Uvp_:::J 
Br onx County Co~ttee 
Liberal Party 

MAK K ALL CB:&CK8 P.-lTABI..& TO ll.UtRT' 8CBUSTI.N, 1'111t.UI1MD: 

.AflDilQA AU. MAn. TO 88a K-4AT TRPO!If'T Aq~-us. BRON'S 80. N . Y. 
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L ONG ISI..AND UNIVCfltetTY 375 PlEA"'- • .,. ... ..,. ... OOKI...VN 1, H . V. 

Mrs.Eleanor Roosevelt 
The Wbite House 
Wash ingt on, D.C. 

Dear Mrs.Roosevelt, 

Apr11 3, t945. 

In these ~oubled timee,when 
people of so ~ny different nationalities Will be 
trying to communicate with each other, language 
barriers l oom larger than ever. For this reason 
many people are hoping to introduce Basic English, 
a s you well know. But obviously even then it will 
take time before everyone accepts this idea and 
uses itt Therefore we woul d like to suggest the 
following simple device which will make the use 
of ~sic English immediately acceesible to people 
of all nati ona l ities. The idea i s merely to assign 
a definite number to each ot the 8~0 words in the 
Basic English l ist , as shown i n the Table enclosed 
herewith. 'l'hus the word "attention" is the number 
~39, etc. Similarly every for•igner will have a 
table i n Which this number will give him the 
equivalent of the word "attention" in his own 
language. 'l'hus each person need have only a single 
sheet having a table with 800 numbers, each belong­
i ng to .a word in his own language which is the 
equivalent of the corresponding word in Basi c 
English, Thus the numbers (which of course are 
already known to everyone 1n the world) will be the 
i ntermediate language by weans of which a person 
can go fro111 any l anguage into any ot her language 
without learning the other language, without any 
i nterprt:!ter, and without a multiplicity of diction­
ari es-- ea ch person carrying merely one sheet of 
paper in his pocket, 

Thi s device will not allow tor 
grammar, but in des perate moments one can dispense 
with much of that without any damage to the meaning. 
Of course if one has occasion to use the number 126 
to mean actually, say, $t26 (and not to mean the 
word "clean" as 1n the table),one need merely put 



-2-

a circle around it 
1 
like this l (t2'6) . Thus any 

number enclosed in a circle is~ be taken for 
ita face value, not requiring to be translated 
a t all. 

For exam~le, if we were writing 
t his letter t o you in number-language, we would 
say: 
775 449 742 452 362 

334 467 718 282 

271 (\26 362 

334 718 026 470 362, 

704 777 391 449 435 

367 470 362. 

As you see, punctuation marks are retained, and 
writing each phrase on a separate line helps, 
It will take you about 3 minutes to look up these 
numbers in the table and have it in intelligible, 
if not elegant, English. And similarly, e~eryone 
in the world can decipher this message in 3 minutes 
and get it in his own language! 

\ 

. Wha t do you think of this idea? \) 

1 
If you like it, perhaps we shall try to have it 
copyrighted, And if you have any criticism of it, 
we would of course be delighted to know it. 

Respectfully and devotedly yours, 

~- """"' L .if. L.~I.V) . 

H,G, and L.R.Lieber, 

• • 
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