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lew Yorlt, J .Y . 
April 1\1 li45 

'j 
Yrs. franklin Deltmo Rooeevel t 1\1 \\ 
The Yfl11 te Houee 
lfa.sbingtoo, D. C • 

.ll;y deur Mrs . Roosevelt: 

\\ben you so eraciousl)t atteoded the CoUDcil Rouse 
Preseat&tioa Di.mler at the Hotel Co-.odore on llarch 27th 
UDder the auspice• of the l ew York Sect ioD, latiOD&l 
OouocU of J ewisb 't1011en , I neglected to aake a perBODal 
r equest, 

Mr. i'redericit 0 1 lleill, oae of the leaders of the AaericeD 
Jegro Theatre, wbo bad dooe 1111ch to help Ull with our 
lliDner, was eager to have your spoa sor llhi p in cODZJecti oa 
with the fUDd-raieing dri'l'8 a.hout t o be laUDcbed tv tbe 
.t.aerican leero Theatre. The eacloMd relellle gives a tull 
pict ure of tbe plan11 &Dd 1Ddicatee the need tor the tuada 
which tbey are a bout to eollcit. 

I believe you are interested in thi & 14fpe ot culturd. 
actiVit)' and realize bow 1111cb your sponeorlbip would 
strengthen this mov•eat. 

With very cordial greetings, I reaain , 

1819 Broaduy 
Room 412. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ .. .. 'S. )_~ 
Mrs. Clurence 11 . Lewis 
Executive Director 
lllew York Sectioa 
latiooal CoUDcil of J ewiah Wo-



Froc American Negro Theat r e 
103 Woat l35tb Stroot 
New York City 
Au 3-474? 
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Tho American Negro Theatre (ANT), original producoro ot 
·~nna l uoeet a" and currene producers or "Garden or Time• wbiob 
ends Ito oavon weoka run on APril 14th, baa tor tho paat•tour 
end e halt yoer a produced playa and operated a ~orkahop In tho 
bas ement o r the 135th Street Library. Despite the l imited facili­
t i es or the tiny l i brary t heatre with its inappropriate seating 
occo~dations, the group baa, through Ita hlgb standards or pro­
ductions , oa teblished ltaelt ea tile rorecoet axper 1mentel theatre 
In ~;ew York Ci ty. 

Now t he group le tok1ng Ito tlret concrete atop towards 
building ita own modcrn playhouoo in Harlem. Setting a campaign 
of $300,000 es I ts goal, ANT, In aaaoc1at1on wi th eeveral or Ita 
friends , wil l give Ita fi rst Building Fund Benefi t Bal l on 
Sunday even i ng, ~prll 22nd at the Golden Oate Ballroom, l 42nd St . 
and Lenox rive . et Which time Eraklne HaWkins and hie bend and 
ater s or the otego, screen end radio will entertain in the interest 
of t he pro ject . 

Tbo efteir will be the fl rat or a aerlea . From each one 
t he group aaeks to ra iaa $10,000. Since ANT ia a non-profit or­
ganization, al l or Ita proceeds above the coat or Ita productions, 
oontrlbut1ona , donotlona and the 1~ John Wlldberg paya the group 
f rom the groaa weekly box ot'tloa receipts of • Anna Luouta• are 
e ~ • o•i~a ~nr t he bu i lding tund. This, the producer doel because 
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Proa AMriou ....,. ftMV. 
103 w .. t lMtll Street 
New York Cl tr 
Au 3-476? 
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The Amer i can Negro Tbeatre (ANT) original produoara ot 
"Anne Luoaete" and current produoara ot ~Gerden ot Tt..• wnlob 
ends ita seven weelta run on April l •th. baa tor t ba paat•tour 
and e halt years produced playa and operated a worlta~:f in the 
basement of the l35th Street Library. Deapite the 1 ted tacili­
ties or the tiny library theatre With ita lnappropriata seati ng 
eooommodations, the group bas, through ita high standards or pr o­
ductions , established ltaelt as the foremost experimental theatr e 
in New York City. 

Now the group i s taking ita first concrete step towards 
building its own modern playhouse in Harlem. Setting a campaign 
of $300,000 as its goal, ANT, in association with several or its 
friends, wi l l give its t.irst Bui lding Fund Benefit Ball on 
Sunday evening, April 22nd at the Golden Gets Ballroom, l •Znd St . 
and Lenox Ave. at which time Erskine Hawkins and his band end 
stars or the stage, screen end radio will entertain in the interest 
ot the project. 

Tb'e affair will be the first or a series. From each one 
the group seeks to raise $10,000. Since ANT is e non-pr ofi t or­
ganization, ell of its proceeds above the cost ot' ita productions, 
contributions, donations end the 1~ J ohn Wi ldberg pays the group 
from the gross weekly box ofrice receipts or "Anna Luoasta" are 
set as i de for the bui lding tund. This, the producer does because 
ANT "discovered" t he new Broadway bit show through its tryout ' 
production last June. 

Early in the post war period, ANT will begin building t he 
new playhouse or renovating a building which can be converted into 
an appropriate community t heatre. Through ita large following the 
confidence gained through consistent production standards, the 
Rroup believes it will be able to raise the necessary building fund. 

The General Education Board ot the Rockefeller Foundation 
granted ANT an sward or $9,500 lest April for its 1944-45 season. 
As a result of th i s grant, the group bas been able to pay ott t .he 
production cost of three shows (the third, "Henri Christophe" is 
now i n rehears~l) end set aside $6,500 tor its building t'~d. 

The Golden Gate atfsir is being sponsored by Sam Jaffee, 
Hilde Si mms, Canada Lee, Jan Struthers, Louis Calhern, Dooley 
Wilson , Dr. Lawr ence M. Riddick, David Brooks, John Wildberg, 
Harry Wagstaff Gribble, Will Ge~r, Mitch~l G ay:~n, ee abipsoa. r::: 0. 
aa4 · eta.rs.VU\1J~ Cl"dL \ r......•-- - V~r,A•d-~ 
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Unique on the program will be a tive minute documentary 
film of the history ot' the ANT. Rather than make platform appeals 
to those in attendance on April 22nd, the movie, which was shot at 
the Library Theatre lest fall, will dramatize· the cause most ef­
fectively . An average ot 5,000 people have seen eech of ANT's 
seven productions. Any ot the approximate total or 35 ,000 persons 
who have a t tended the "vestpocket" 135th St. Workshop, know that a 
l arger playhouse with oomfortable seats would make their visits to 
ANT more comfortable. 
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