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Dear Hr . L111enth&l 1 

llon:r thllnkl ror le• tlllf! me 

ooe t hn Aua t rnl1nn l e tter . It 11 

fine t hA t 1'11 huobond c"uld holp 10 

wany to n~ a~rencth. 

v~~1 a1nee~e11 7oura , 
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Door ""· """"'" ~ ~J' '(, l'AI"I ~•t 

Your letter ot lfa7 11 •eana a sood W\ 1/)J 
deal to me, and I priae and treaaure it, ~ 

I t 1a beart-war.ing to aee bow muOb 
clearer the people'• idea of what the Preaident 
had in mind in TVA ie coming to be underatood, 
Indeed, the 1ntereat and growing underatandina 
ot the entire South in other parta of the countr7 
11 a heartening cmen, The tact that the Southern 
Conference tor Human Welfare (on wboae Board I 
believe JOU ait) baa a Hew York branch ia a 
fragment ot the evidence to that etteot, 

I am to be the gueat ot the Southern 
Conference in Hew York aoon, and I tind it 
encouraging to teel that there are enough people 
in Hew York Cit7 who teel a aenae ot reaponai
bill tJ to know about the South and to aeek to 
be ite good neighbor, to juatitJ a Hew York 
chapter of auch an organization, 

I have juat received a letter tram 
Auatralia about the Preaident and TVA that ia 
quite moving and the reading of which I feel 
eure will pleaae JOU, I am, therefore, 
encloe1ng a COPJ• 

~~::diallJ JOura, 

.Je;l~\f:t.~Ji~L 
Chairman 

lfra, Franklin D, Rooaevelt 
H7de Park 
Hew York 

DBL.Joa 

• 



Copy 

77~ Ha.pton S\reet 
1114dle Br1pton 
llellloii.Pile, V1o. 
Auetral1a 

To David E. Lilienthal 
Chairman, Tenne•••• Valley AuthoritJ 

Dear Kr. Lilienthal: 

I .. aoved to write to ;rou u a 
result or two outetanding occurrences, which have atteoted 
me deeply. 

llaroh1 • 

Firet. The read iDg ot 7our llook, 1Deaoorao7 On The 

Second, The paeaing ot Franklin D. Rooeevelt. 

In order that you may aore tully appreciate wnr 
I ehould write to you, I am torftrding a oopJ ot •Aaerioan 
Traila', which deacrillee a portion or my lite epent aa a 
hobo' in your CountrJ• While mostly a ator,. or hardahip, 
thoae yeare have lleen t he mean• of aeqair1ng a deep and 
laeting affection, not onl7 tor Americana, but tor all a&n• 
kind. 

Long ago, I read Edward Bell .. '• 1Loolr:ing Baok
n.rd' aleo 'Bquali ty', and .. , greatly etirred . Through 
the depreeeion I witness ed the uneeltiehneea ot people 
brought together t hrough oomaon euttering. I .. , priviledg
ed to watch Franklin Rooeevelt, ae etep liJ etep, he proved 
tha t aan indeed may be tine. 

He bee .. e my friend, and until thie morning, eat 
wi th •1 wife and I, at our tallle. He aoooapanied u.e on 
our wallr:e together, and worked with ua i n our garden, or 
juet quietlJ remained 1n the llacK&round, abedding ra;ya ot 
euata1n1ng etrength, during •1 weaker aoaente. 

He ie gone, thie trieDd, 1•t hie apirit will reaaiR 
with ue, but th1e 1e a weak ao.ent, aDd I .. lapelled to 
or1 out ulr:ing; Will that epirit remain with the world u 
a potent force, in holding at lla;y, thoee evila which 
threaten the near tuture ? 

In the a1dat of euoh thoughte ae then, I tul'lled 
again t o ;your lloolr:, and reading paaeagee to .,. wife, gained 
a aeuure ot coatort. PrankliD Rooeevelt, 1D truth would 
appeer, ae a repreeentative ot ~n potentialities tor 
Good. 



The wo~k ot the T.v.A. aa you have described it, 
the motivating spirit, the aethoda, the raaults, oontlr. 
this. I aa writing, because I teel that y~ aay be 
heartened a little, to learn how vitaly T.v.A. has attected 
me, one ot the wo~ke~a, tar away. 

Mr. Roosevelt ati.ulated in ae an urse to Do 
•o•eth1ng. To be active. To help. Your aeoount ot 
T•V.A. baa turther stimulated this urge, taat becoming a 
paaaion. 

Some day, perhaps I shall vlait your valley, or 
should I aay, •Our Valley'• 

My deep telt good wishes go with you in tbe 
car~ying on ot this great wo~k, which well may prove to 
be the foundation of a new world, such aa The President 
enviaiaged, when in 1~3, he broad-cast this prayer. 

•aod ot the t~ee, we pledge our hearts and 
lives to the cauae of all tree .ankind. 

Our earth is but a ••all atar , in a great 
universe, yet ot it we can make, it we choose, 
a planet unvexed by war, untroubled by hunger or 
tear, and undivided by aenaelela distinctions ot 
race color or theory. 

Grant ua that courage and tore-seeing to 
begin this task today, tbat our ch1ldre6, •ay 
be •roud ot the naae ot Man.• 

/S/ .Tobn B. llurray 
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FOR WALES 

FOREWORD 
In " Plan E lrnnci1y fur \\'alo·- · "'' ' 'r "• l to J:tl't· onr country

tn ••n . nf .d( poltt u·al part i• ·•. !.tt' h wlmh ,,.,. lw(lt'vcd th•·y would 
l c 'Hit;:Jl l ~• · n ... ha \'t iiJ.: . t v11.d bt\.t1 111h "" d w \r._d,•.; wt· all dc,in· . 
\\ 1 • .11 k ""'' ' lt•l c:• · g t . t 1, fully 1 l11· J:•' ll• ·t • •It - 1 • - i'''u ·•· wh td 1 came· from 
nlt' ll :1m.l ,,.,,ult·n ••I :ti l I'·"' '' - luol····d . tfl.tl ty "'''" ' ah•·adv 
1 h m k trt t: "'' pa t :o llo· l 11 11•'' ~' '' ' ' ti ll• ''"I" hil t~ f,.t Ill< hi of o u r 
1' \ ' tth-n•·.- ranli' fn •t ll 'I\',\ . . t no! . ,, , th I lo. ll rtlt:tll "", tn t lt c ncwlv 
J-.110-cl l 't' lt l.(l llll " '1\'. \ '""'''' '·" '' uti t ill' ~l;u d •. " lht• chan,::cs 
t,t k tn t: pl:t~ • · tn ' I t n th'"' '''·"'' 111 11dt tl w -.un •· " " m t•n all ()vcr thl' 
\\'nrld .It t ' " '..lOIII: I,.,, .. ,,.,,] l'rnhlt·tn' ..... III II• h the S.'lniC t oo 
T \".\ t' n.•CcoJ.; Ol:o-''d :t<·· . t ... yu tl ud ••( lltau · ... ',q~.tn t y to l rl·:t.tt' 
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TVA FOR WALES 
THE TENNESSEE VALLEY 

"\'ou uj thr Ttnnnsc·c 1',1/lry 111~ l11•in~: /oJay liS you will 110/ 

be li1•in~: 2!-i yc:cu.< hc·nu. \'11ur IIIII'S ar.: ~:ninK to l~e· changed , j~tsl 
"/ all l~y l'irrlncily Tht'll ycm arc· //""'!: 111 IK chun~:rd by the 
rrspml sJbtlilics nf oprmlmg tl11s r/cclrtnly. This lllill milke .v"u 
ro·opcrllln•t'. Jnn,•ctrcl·ltmkmf: . 111111 ltoprjJtl of the' f uture u·lurc nt11<1 

your m1ly h" f>t' lie· .~ in /he hfy trwl. " 
So wrutf· E. i\ . \ \'ucKls in W:l!i , t wo yc·a" a!tl·r U.S. Congress 

c;Jc•atc·<.l T\'A. l!nt only H yc·ars latc·r. in 1 9~:1, a Tl'nn<'SSl'C editor 
could s;1y: 

"we• l".ln \4'rtll' of .:r.·;11 •l :ll11~ ur tht• ltuddlllj( uf hunw l(rh"'-' 11 anclustn ·. 
artd of ,·l •t lr!l' lt )" o\\ l t ... t •'OI1H IIJ.: , , , llu· f.um-. ,J.IIC I l ht: \'.dh·y Yt'l liw 
:u,~.tnd•c·:ull a t!\';tllc't• hash .. ., 111 : t~ l c • 111 th•• tlunkan..: of tl1•· P''"Jtlc· 'I h• \' 
an· nu ltu•.:,·r .\hau l I hc•\' c·:w ... l.HI•l no" rLn•l &:t}' •f 1nrlu:.try tlof ,n' l 
come· 1 uto l he V u II·· \'. t h, ·u "''' II hu e J.l 11111 ""' n n u lust ry . '1 Ju.;; 1 hr~ 
an· tltuiiJr.: li ~t1.ly " 

Tc·nnt•ss<•r of 193:1 w.1~ a <1<-prc·s~•·t l rc·~ion : rich cnou,c:h in 
natural n·~ourn·s. lout iuq>uw1 i,Jil'tl by w.,,tcful exploitation a nd 
lal'k of fon·~i~lot. Cup per. fur in<l:tllt'c•, wa' mint.~! and refined 
in a wav whidr 1uim·tl lar~c· 11'111'1' nf a~ri.:u l tura l lancl. ('oal 
and iron imlustric·s, :1111ull~ the 11111,1 impurtaut developments of 
tlot• re~-:ion, Wt'r•· >t:lgnant. Timhcl" was d<·strnyL-d. Fa m.
Wt'fl ' becomin~ dt·n ·lit:t. .\ml acmml'anyin~ and ag~ravat in;.; 
th!' a~ricu l t ura l and indust1 ial ,·.,llaps<' r:n uc: soi l c•rosion an<.! flood. 

ENTER THE TVA 
Ewn before spt•ctac.:ul.tr flooclin~-: of th<' \'alley drew attentiou 

to it s deter io1ation, the U. S .. \ . l'onw~>o;s had , as far hack <ls 1~. 
consider~:<.! a coml>incd sdrclll<' of a c.:aual and pvwc1 stat ion. 
"That t hc.: receipts fro111 powc1 >hvulcl he mat.lc to c.:owr the cu:st:. 
of t hc.: improv ... nwnts ".' far a> prnrt icahlc, was ~• at c:d in dear 
t r rms . .. . 

Th is . and Sc'\'cLrl latc •J ><'I"'""'"· f.lih~l 111 m.atclia l i~<'. a n<l it 
was the uc•t•d f•>r tlnclin~-: ,, u, ,. fur tw11 war·t imt· nitrate plants 
which hrnu~-:ht t hc.: mat ll·r t 11 a lll'atl. 

:\ftcr several unsuc.:.:.·s.,ful attempts it wa' r<'ali,cJ that a 
satisfactory solution n1c•ant t'•HII<l inat in~ power, wat er cont rul, 
and ac tivit ics for stimulat ing t 1 :u!l- and agrwu It urc in nne ,::rnera 1 
[II ogramlllt', and, in JH:J:I, J'rcsitlc•n t f<<HISI '\II'Jt l'lll(lha~i!letJ t h i:< 
a s a ncn·<.<ity for a J,.,.ttcr clistrihnt ion and clivcrsilication of 
industry, anti for a rcvitah,l.'<l u~rirultnn•. 
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Oear r~ r. L111,ntha 1.: 

I deeply apprec1nt, your letter 
and a ll you say about my hu8bAnd. 

The TVA '"as always T ery 1mportsnt 
to my huabanrl and to me a nd what 1t has 
ao r:ompl1ahP.d and what 1t ,.,111 aocompl1a., 
,,·ill be a lasting monument to my husband 
and to you and the others 1~ho oarr1~d 
out h1~ i deas ~o eff1o1ently. 

Ir e•er you are near here, do 
~~ne and see me, or 1f you are to be 1n 
NP.w Yor k C1 ty , I l-IOUl d be gl ad to oor~e 
in to •· n t o ~eet you. 

\11th many thanks n nd eTer y r ood 
wi sh , I lll'l , 

Very cordially yours, 

!'r· D~'~vi <:! .:C. Ltli"nth"l 
TVA 
Yn~~vt, le , TP~~e~e~e 
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TENNESSEE \II .. L.L-.l.,/\MUTH1~Tv r~·~ 
D A VOD E. L OLIEMTMAL K~~~. TI:~KSSU\~ ,{ • 

::~~=t;:·~·· ~; ... ,.\'"';rt ~ ··-·- V vr ~·¥''1,cr - v _ ¥·. 
Dear lira. Rooaenlt~ ~ ~ ~ 

llanT tillaa in the paat three •••Ita I haYe tried to 
write 70u aoae adequate upreaaion or whet the death ~ the 
Preaident aeant to ••. •ow I haYe oc:.e to realise that I ab.all 
not be able to put it into WOl'da. PCil" into !VA, and W!.at it 
could HaD to aen, he bed -bodied all or hiaaeU'-all the 
dl' .... and viaiOD and tCil"oe or ob.araoter and love or hie fellow 
man tbat aade Pl'anklin Rooaavelt a -ique and DeYal'-to-be
tCil"gotten lead.ar. ADd it ie that tlaah ot 111aisb.t lmcnm as 
TVA that it hea been 1117 gl"H t good tCil"t'lllle to tr7 to tranatara 
into reaJ.itT in aeD '• liY•• in thia Valle7. lfo wonder I teel 
hie going ao dMplT the t the paiD ia a till a a sharp and imae
diate aa it ... 011 thet tal'l'ible &rtel'DOOD 1D April. 

The teat or his leadership, eo tar aa TVA 1e ccm
cerned, came with the war. POl' the war aeant that he no 
longer should be aaked to deYote the tiae or enerST he gave to 
TVA 1D the earlier ,..are. The idea itaeU', and the atepa toward 
aak1Dg it real hed to stand Cl1" tall on ita aerita. The laat 
time I went to the Preaident with a !VA probl• ... in J'ane or 
1940, when the tall ot Prance aade it clear that !VA .uat be 
ccaval'ted to w.r. It •a• a gr-eat deprivation to do ao, blllt t'rca 
that t111e on I took care not to increaae hie burden• b7 cal'l'Tin& 
troubles to b.1m thet we could ec.eho• WOl'k O'llt 01U'eelvee. He 
hed started acaething ao true, ao atrong, that deapite the tact 
thet we could not heYe a share or hie geniua, aa we hed earlier; 
to guide ua, the work went em and deYeloped. 

'l'hat thousb.t help a •• to kMp up •1 epiri te ae I Yiew 
a tutlll"e in which DeYer again will I be able to ait at hie deal!: 
and get renewed atrength and underatanding trt111 hie counsel aDd 
W&l"'ll t'riendl1neee. we IIIU&t go it alcme. ADd .. will; he built 
a good foundation, and the Valle7 will reaember and carr7 on. 

President Truman recognizee all thia, I balieYe, and 
hee aYer7 intention or helping ue to carr7 forward Prankl1n 
Rooaevelt '• purposes in respect to !VA. 117 talk with hila the 
other da7 reaaaured me. 

I appreciate Y81'7 much what 70u said 1n "117 Da7" 
about my reappointment b7 Preaident rruaan. I aaeure 7ou I 
shall try hard to continue to aerit 7our trust, and that or 
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~ •• Pranklin 0. Roosevelt 

tbo amazingly large number or peoplo wbo ~ito •o, who realize 
bow aportant an i .. ue TVA repreoento . 

You oan aagine bow it ftl"!lled "'7 beart to read a 
lottar tbo Preoident wrote not long beroro b1o daatb to 
Congrooliiii&D l!:orauvor concerning TVA and •7 part in 1t. Tbo 
Congroollll&A baa juot releaoed it; tbia I aa enolooing. 'l'bat 
Preoidont Roo ..... lt took pride in • 7 part in tbio work 1o a 
great coatort now. 

TVA baa gone a lang wa7 , 1n tbe dnelopoent or now 
appliea tiona or d•ocracJ, It wou:ld •eon a good deal to •e to 
have a chance to talk to ,.ou about this, acaet1ae when you have 
tbo t1ae . Aloo, JOU would be raocinated to boar or tbo world
wide interest in TVA; (a booklet "TVA ror Waleo• baa just como 
1n tbo mail); in tbe tact tbat •7 book baa boon or 1o in proc .. o 
ot being translated into 20 l anguagoo ; tbat vioitoro are c .. ing 
troa all over tbe world (a group or Iraniano were juot bore in 
my ottice , a group ot Jugoalava arrive 1n a day or two--and ao 
it gooo). 

Tho innuence ot tbe Proo1dont'o great tlaob ot inoigbt 
and understanding ot buaan atto1ro and ot nature io being f elt, 
1n TVA. aa 1n ao many other t.billga , • berever men aap1re tor a 
bettor lite . I t ool a poroonal obligation, ot tbo bigboot order , 
not to tail the great man and war. triend who reposed auch truat 
in ••, and obo gne •• tbo prieeleoo opportun1t7 or working tor 
my country. 

DEL. Jog 

l!neloaure 

llr o. Pronkl1n o. Roooovol t 
Rydo Park 
!!ow York 

David !. Lilienthal 
Cbair-.n 
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