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April 12, 1945 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

I know that you are very much interested, as we all are, in the 
rehabilitation of wounded men, and, for that matter, in helping all 
who are handicapped, whether soldier or civilian. Because of this 
I am sending you a book which we have recently published, "Normal 
Lives for the Disabled," by Edna Yost in collaboration with Dr. 
Lillian M. Gilbreth. 

~ I think this book is very important and should be a t~mendous 
help to anyone with a handicap, hidden or otherwise, and also to 
the families and friends of such people. The authors mean exactly 
what they say in the title and Kiss Yost shows how and where people 
can find help, and gives proof of the fact that they can and have 
succeeded in living normal lives, holding down good jobs, and 
successfully adjusting to their handicaps whatever they may be. The 
book is full of encouragement and hope and sane advice, and is quite 
different from anything else I have read on the subject. I hope 
that it will interest you. 

Sincer~ly y~ \\ 
l~\. ..... ~:~ ... L. 

(Mis~) Leslie Grinnell 
PUblicity Director 
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Tho Macmillan Company 
Now York, Fal l 1944 

About the Authors of "Norma l Livas for the Disabled" 

EDNA YOST 

Edna Yos t , an alumna of All egheny Coll ege, 1913 , organized the 
l'lar Work Center i n Long Is lo.nd City under the War Work Coune11 of the 
Y . IV , C ,A. during the Firs t World War . T;\i ll waa one of America • a three 
largest war- indus t r y centers and served, among others, the thouaanda 
of women employed by one of t he country's biggest gas-mask faetories. 

I n some fifte en year s of free-lance writing, Miss Yost has publish­
ed i n more than twosoore magaaines and newspapers.. As a eontributor 
to the "Dictionary of American Biography," ,nd as the author of"blodern 
Amerlcans : I n Seience a nd Invention,'! 1941, and "American Woman of 
Science , " 1943, she has long been consc i ous <>f the frequent appear­
ance of physical handicaps in the lives of the people she has written 
a bout . 

LILLIAii M. GILBRETH 

Dr . Lillian ~ . Gi l bre th, author anq industrial ongineor, is a 
gr adua t e of the Universi t y of California . Honorary degrees have follow­
ed her career as one or the out standing women engineers of the world. 
For twenty years before his death, J)r , Gilbreth was in partnership 
with her husband in Frank t? . Gilbr eth , I nc . --firs t in construction 
engineering and lator i n t he development of the scieneo of motion 
s~udy ( i n which fiold they were pioneers) . Sho collaborated wi t h him 
in the writing of "'rime Study," "Fatigue Study , " "Applied Mot ion study, " 
etc ., pointing tho way towud an entirel y new concept-- scientific 
maflo.gement . 

A member of several scientifie and personnel organizat i ons, 
Dr. Gilbreth is also pr ofessor of ~~anagement at Purdue Universi ty and 
has boon Chairman of the Department of Personnel Relations at t he 
Newark College of Engineering , At this time Or. G1lbroth•o exporionce 
i s be i ng utilized extensively by war plants in setting up porso.nnol 
~elations do pnrtments . 

Her sympathy and interest in rehabilitation date from t he Firot 
World liar, when sho and hor husband wrote "Mot ion Story for t he l!andi­
cappcd" --a book s till a cl assic in its field , Today ono of tha most 
outs t anding rehabi litation pro j oc t s in t ho country, concerned with 
teaching new i ndus t r i al skills to hospitalized sorvicomon, owes much 
of i t s preliminary planning to her vision and exper ience . 

This book r eiter ates her conviction of t h& aolf-respect and 
happiness which handicapped men and womon can attain. 

Mrs. Gilbreth has eleven children, ten of them married, and 
she says "eleven grandchildren at present eount.• 
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