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Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The il)li te House 
Washin&~on, D. C. 

!lly dear !irs. Roosevelt: 

&XI:CUTI VE: OP',.ICC8 0,. 

.Jl't· Work , April 12, 1945 

You may a1ready be familiar With the Army ~ermaster Band lll­
atrument Procurement Program described in the attached releas e, 
but i f it has not previously coae to your attention, I feel sure 
you Will be interested in this nation-wide !racy program for pur­
chasing band instruments f rom tbe civilian public. 

The week during which the .lrm,y will be at llacy's is but one in a 
lone series of one-week stands being made in various cities through­
out the country, and the program for purchasing band instruments 
Will continue so long as the !rlv has need of them. The need at 
pr esent is really urgent. 

For this reason it has occurred to me that you misht wish to say 
a ~~rd in your column about the Army ' s need for band instruments 
and the fact thnt civilians can sell their unused instruments for 
cash to the Arm.y !>hen the Quartermaster purchasing unit comes to 
their own city. Advertisements in the newspapers ~"ill announce 
the time and place of each •one-week stand". 

Thank you very much for anything you may be able to do. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Ruth Moore 
Public Relations Section 
IIACY 1 S NEii YORX 



* FROM macy's HERALD SQUARE, NEW YORK l, N. Y. 

FOR RELEASE on or After 'lbured.CL)', 4-12.-45 

Th9 Q uart~rmaot~r Corps of the U. S. Ar=y ~ill G9t up shop in Moey 1 ~ , in the 

5th floor U.usic !kJp.artm~Jnt , bogin:ning April 16 and r em.a1nins through A~rll 21 , 

for tb~ pur;>oe~ of jAJr c.hasirlf.i band insttwDMts for c.D.6h .Croll the: civUia.n pub­

lie in order to su1),>ly urg~mt no;:ed.a of Army bands . 

"Tbll Army urgently n~eda n~w and us•A band i nstrwu ots ...nd will ~a,y eo.eb fol" 

t.bcm on the apot with ~val.Wltions bo..sOO o n pJ'j)!l':.nt mo.rk\Jt ve.l.ut-<15 o.nd cond.ition 

of instnn~nt," ~a.jor Ccn'::lral. E. B. Cr.,gor y, Q unrtlf:rniaster Gom\ral of tho U.S. 

~~ s t at?d today , Over 800 Arc.y bo.nds and musicAl orgonizationa have not been 

abl·~ to secure their r equi r em-mta be;cause of the •·ar eurt.ail=e:nt of this type 

of production . 

"tb~ bllnd. 1notrumt~nt3 urgently needed by the Army are these: HeCkel System 

Bassoons, Corn~ts, Doublo-And- sin,gle-bel l EUphoniumt~, Slide Trombones, Trumpets, 

Doubl~S-F!at B~es Souenphones, E-f1nt Cldrin~ts, French Ho~ns, 0-Fldt Boehm 

Silvu Pieeolos, &-Fla t Alto anci Bo.ritone Saxophones, 8- Plat Bocllm Clo.rinet a 

(wood und m~t-nl), B- Flat Bo~.hm Ba.~s Clutn~;ts, 'l'cnor So.xophones, t1Ad. String 

BtiS5tS . 

(moro) 
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A tot!il of 15,000 1nat.J'U2t:nt8 a:re n11edod o.a aoon oa they can b& jo)urcho.atd . 

All band instr~~r.~onts ....-chos•d by tJw A:rmy fro10 civill.Mo t.hro\lill thh i>l"" 

will bo uo:nt. over sao.s for us~ by Army cuaieo.l organi1.at1ona. Army bt.Dds aro 

eon~t.tJ.ntly i n d1mand in ovors<Jas aroaa, .,bu.rt tb<J)' 9l&.)' in r~~Wto.tion 

o:re.ae, boo;it"-13 , nnd r est Cll.m,JS · So:ue ~ bands bo.v~ l.D.ndM with t.bt in­

f ont.ry durin6 invasions. Ali o. moralu fu.ctor for aen not in coM&.t, th£ im­

portune'! of musi c in the ailito.r-y 1St.a.bl1shmont cannot bo over -eeph.:lsized . 

At th~ ,:»rut nt t.i.J::.e th•Jr'l a.r o only Clbout 800 Aro:y b.a.nds 4nd a:.ueic.:U o rawrlza­

tions, nnd many cor., o.ret n•.td')(]. . Tbougb the actiVo.tion of new Army bo.rw:ls is 

out of th~ question unt il i nstrumenttJ are av.rll&blc, beC4uso of t.he im­

pou ibility of r aplu.co.:.<Jnts 9\'en the conUnuu.tion of th' present b~nd orgo.niu­

t ions 1& beint s~rioualy thrent.,n~d. 

The d~nrth of band inBtrum~nts hcs boon brought about by wurtiwe restrictlona 

on th~ ua~ or C4)rta.in kinds of m-E~tal:s plus tho) f.:lct tha.t pra.cticilly tho en­

tir<z induatr;,• has turn•..d its f a.c il1tios ov~r to th"J mc.king of oth~;r war , 

mat €rials . Ut> to tht~ ;r~s"2-nt tUa<e, th<J (tuo.rt~maott~r Corvs, Army Sorvlco 

f'orces, ho~ b~tn abl t to plnce cont r ncts t or only a. ,art of' its band i n­

s trument rsc;.uir~'ints t.ll1.d in &omCJ insUl.n'Ct s doliv~ry dot'J!S oxt~nd f'o:r bo)'ond 

tho: tim~ · ... 'h:!n th~ instru::~'=ntG ore r "Guirtd. 

To olbviot • tho condition an appool is being llUido to .,.trioticolly tilild..S 

c1tiZii:D.1 t o coo;osrate in t:akln& it ~saiblo for the Arr:.:J to continua thd.r 

b:.lnd o.nd J:Udeo.l orga.ni24t.ions a.nd to zuko the aetiv01ti on or now unit-a a 

re:ll.i t y . It i t. the opinion of Qu4rt911:'.11St'3r of£'1Cials that t here U'l probo.bly 

many bund i notruments lyine oround unus~ in DCey homos in tht N9w Yor~ a.re.o. 

In so;;• eoaos t.boao 1netrw:~ents wero ,urcbaaed for )lleaeuro but bec11use w.r-­

t be 3Ctiv1ti ea tw.ve p:r acticoll)' wi;ed out leisure tirle, are DOt being uaed. 

(aore) 



- s 
tJ,.rt.n;s, too, ao.:n~ of thoir former O'M'lera o.r., now in th<l Arm~ d S"Jrvice e, Ol" 111 

\'l!lr work ~ls1Y~tlere , lt i e n.ot intended that inatt"ll::i~nts now being used in 

schools or for instruction purpouee bt div,rt,d fro~ th9ae uses . 

Sooe ins t rumonta ~hicb ne'td minor re~o..lrs but Art~ otherwise auit:ablo will also 

be ,rur ehuo<Jd by th~ Aro.y, Such 1nstna.ments can bo rei)!lired and r econditioned 

i n th~ bond r~~ir de~tm~nt of ~ta Chi ca60 Quartermaster Do;ot. ln other 

local1tt9S in the country wh&r~ s1c1lar eftorts hnve been oade to coll~ct 

nco6.3d band instrument &, m.a.ny citizens hova donated band instruments which 

'"''!lr t. ali r)ttlj.• d~gsd or in ne id of' r epc.ir. 

B(l.nd instruments M v'J D.ll'.'O..ys b9en r~go.rd.Bd ua u.n investment. and hare is 4ll 

opportuni ty to ca~i tnlize on mor~ than just th&i r i ntrinaic valu~. Money 

r-..c~i v'id r r om t h'9 s1.1l'Js or Uaac band i nstru:rr-:.nts to tht: ~y can b ~ r ' ­

inv~st&d i n WGr Bond& and l&t~r tran&fo~~ ~ck in~ io~rov~ l4t~st oodgls 

of cusicol i n.::J trumljnt s 'r.hOJn th'l tJoorg<::ney iv ovgr, By co.;>pEr.rnting i:n this 

w3y cit.i,'Jns in th6 Now Y:<>r k ar~o. 'lt.'i l l be nmdYing a doublo<J a~rvice to their 

ct.>unt r y . 

Lh.out~nu.r.t F.B. fC.(:in~r.. wi th 3 c.on,:~~t-znt stat£ is evmin~ to New York froo the 

Off ico oft~~ ~ ~ar~~J J~Pt~r O~n·)r4l, Wnshin~~on, D.C.J With tb~ uxpr esa pur­

pose of .,..w-cht,sit'l~ sue.."l c:usie!j} imrt r u::nento a.n oay be or!'er"!d by ;ntriotic 

citi~cns . Thu\1 off ic:er s ta..''ld their oto.ff .,.Ul b~ l oc:lt !ld in th~ Army collection 

eont-=r t e:m;)Qrm-U .)' ~sttlblishMI ~t Jda.e)•1 s New :t'o rit-1 Herold Square, Fifth Fl oor1 

Mus ic OeJ)::J"tmont, b':!t'l:~~n the ho\lr& of 9:o4S A. lot . und 6 P.M. drlil)·, ll.nd untU 

9 P .M. on Thursdny, April lG thMugh April 21 , to r ecoiv•l and appra.ioo atlllldurci 

f i r s t gr a.do i nstt"WltJnts . CQsh will b s J)nid on th• spot. for all bond instrumant.s 

ncc~rt.·;d ; "ric~:s · .. -ill b~ clst ,r,:dned by tb" eondition of t.h!ii inatNI!Ient Olld 

~r :s;nt anrk~t volu5. 
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