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PLEASE ADDRESS REFLY TO EXECUTIVE OFFICLS o
Noww Zord. | apri1 12, 1945

Mrg. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
iln‘aahington, D. C.

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

You may already be familiar with the Army Quartermaster Band In-
strument Procurement Program described in the attached release,
but if it has not previously come to your attention, I feel sure
you will be interested in this nation-wide Army program for pur-
chasing band instruments from the civilian public.

The week during which the Army will be at Macy's is but one in a
long series of one-week stands being made in various cities through-
out the country, and the program for purchasing band instruments
will continue so long as the Army has need of them. The need at
present is really urgent.

For this reason it has occurred to me that you might wish to say
a word in your column about the Army's need for band instruments
and the fact that civilians can sell their unused instruments for
cash to the Army when the Quartermaster purchasing unit comes to
their own city. Advertisements in the newspapers will announce
the time and place of each "one-week stand".

Thank you very much for anything you may be able to do.
Very sincerely yours,

Cocxl. lesoce

Ruth Moore
Public Relations Section
MACY'S NEW YORK
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EWS FROM maCV’S HERALD SQUARE, NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

FOR RELEASE on or after Thursday, 4-12-45

Tha § uartermaster Corps of the U. 8. Army will pet up shop in Macy's, in the
Sth floor Music Departmant, beginning April 16 and remeining through April 21,
for the purposs of purchasing band instruments for cosh from the civilian pub-

lic in order to supply urgent needs of Army banda.

"The Army urgently nseds new and us«ed band instrumsnts .nd will pay cush for
them on the apot with svaluations bassd on pres:nt market veluss and condition
of instrument," Major General E.B. Grasgory, Q vartermaster General of the [.5.
Army, stated today. Over 800 Army bands and musicel orgenizations have not been
able to secure their reguirements becsuse of the war curtailment of thia type

of production.

Ths band instruments urgently needesd by the Army are these: Heckel System
Bussoons, Cornets, Double-and-single-bell Buphoniums, Slide Trombones, Trumpets,
Double-B-Flat Buss Sousaphonas, E-Flat Clarinets, Frenmch Horns, D-Flat Boehm
Silver Piccolos, E-Flat Alto end Baritone Saxophones, B-Flat Boshm Clarinets

(wood and metal), B-Flat Bochm Bass Clarinsts, Tenor Saxophones, and String

(mors)

For additional data eall____________ - Buth Moors at CHickering 4-2000 Ext___ PE1A_
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A totsl of 15,000 instrumsnts are pesded 48 soon as they can bs purchasad,
All band instrumants purchased by the Army fros civilians through this plan
will be gont overssas for uss by Army susical organizations. Army bands ars
constantly in demand in overscas areas, whore thesy play in rshabilitation
areas, hospituls, and rest camps. Some Army bands have landed with the in-
fantry during invasions. As a morale factor for men not in combat, ths im-
portunce of music in the military sstablishment cannot bo over-smphasized,

At the present time therse ars only about BO0 Army bands and susical organisa-
tiocns, ond many mors are needsd. Though the activation of new Army bands i
out of the question until instruments are avallable, because of the im—
possibility of replocesents even the continuation of the present band organiza-—

tions is belng seriously threatened.

The dearth of band inatrumsnts has been brought about by wartime restrictions
on the use of cortain kinds of metals plus the fact that practically ths en-
tire industry has turned its faecilities over to the moking of other war
materinla, Up to the pressat time, the Quartsrmaster Corps, Army Service
Forces, hus besn able to place contracts for only a part of its band in-
strument requirsments and in soms instaness delivery dates extend far beyond

the tims whan ths instruments are required.

To olluviote the condition an sppeal is being made to putriotically minded
citizens to coopesrate im making it poasible for the Army to continue thedir
band and susical organisations and to muke the activation of now units a
reality, It ic the opinion of Quartermastor officials that there ars probably
many bund instruments lying around unussed in many homes in the Mew York area,
In some enses theme instruments were purchased for pleasure but because war-
tizme activities have practically wiped out leisure time, are not belng used.
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feriags, too, some of thelr former owners are now in the: Arme d Services, or in
war work <slsgiwheres., It is not intended that instruments now being used in

schools or for instruction purposes be divertwd from these uses.

Scme instruments which nesd minor repairs but are otherwise suitable will also
be purchased by the Army. Such instruments can be repaired and reconditioned
in the band repalr degpurtment of the Chicago Quartermoster Depot. In other
localities in the country where similar efforts have been mada to collect
neetsd band instruments, many citizens have donated bend instruments which

wers slightly demagsd or in nesd of repeir.

Band instruments have always been regarded as an investmant, and here ie an
opportunity to capitalize on mor: than just their intrinsic wvalue. Money
received from the siles of thase band instrumcnts to the Arny canbe re-
invested in Wor Bonds and later transformed back into improved latsst modela
of musicel instruments when tho smergency ie owver., By cooperating in this

way citizens in the New York arsa will be rendsring a double ssrvige to their

country.

Lisutenent F.B. Reinort with a compstent stoff is coming to New York from the
Office of tha Q wartsraupter Gensral, Washington, D.C., with the express pur-
pose of gurchusing such musical instruments as may be offered by patriotic
citizens. Thase officers und thelr staff will be located in the Army collection
center temporarily cstoblishsd at Macy's New York, Herald Square, Fifth Floor,
Music Depurtaunt, betwsen the hours of 9:45 A.M, und € P.M, daily, ond until

9 P.M. on Thursdny, April 16 through April 21, to receive and appralse standard
first grade instrumsnts. Cash will bs poid on the spot for all band instruments
ccouptud; prices will be dotermined by the condition of the instrument and

pruessnt sarkst wvolus.
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